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PREFACE 

 

The Australian War Memorial has published three volumes of an official history 

on Australian Army’s   l    y   volve e        e   e     W   
1
 Separately, each of the 

nine Australian Royal Australian Regiment (RAR) infantry battalions that served in 

Vietnam has produced histories of their tour – or tours, of duty. This modest work - on a 

b    l o  o  “  e o  e  s  e” – D440 Battalion, will hopefully complement those 

publications and the official histories. It also complements the published history of its 

fraternal unit, D445 Battalion.
2
 

D440 Battalion was a North Vietnamese Army (NVA)
3
 unit that moved into South 

Vietnam in early-mid 1967 (a five-month journey from Thanh Hóa in North Vietnam) 

and served as a local force element almost solely in Phước Tuy and Long Khánh 

Provinces.
4
  The Battalion was reinforced with southern communist troops, but remained 

  e o      ly   “ o   e  ” u     I s   jo  e    e e  s    lu e    e      k o  Long 

Khánh Town (Xuân L c) during the Tết Offensive in February 1968. The Battalion also 

clashed with Australian forces in Phước Tuy Province several times – including at Thừa 

Tích/Bàu Lâm, and at Bình Ba in mid-1969.
5
  From its initial strength of 900 in July 

1967,   e B    l o ’s s  e          e l  e   o below 200       -1970. In August 1970, 

the Battalion was dispersed – with its companies allocated to support the local Vi t C ng 

(VC) Districts and other units. In May 1975, after the fall of Saigon, D440 Battalion was 

re-formed and served in security operations against armed South Vietnamese remnants 

       “  l    y      e e  ”   sks   During its service, the Battalion reportedly lost 

“ove  700”  e so  el k lle  – and their History includes an annex listing the detail of 561 

of their fallen.  A Battalion Memorial was erected in Long Khánh Town (Xuân L c) and 

inaugurated on 20 October 2010. 

This 89,000-word work presents a translation and examination – or exegesis, of  

                                                 
1
 McNeill, I., To Long Tan – The Australian Army and the Vietnam War 1950-1966, St Leonards, 1993; 

McNeill, I. & Ekins, A., On the Offensive, Crows Nest, 2003; and Ekins, A with McNeill, I., Fighting to the 

Finish, Crows Nest, 2012. All were published by Allen & Unwin in association with the Australian War 

Memorial. 
2
 See: Chamberlain, E.P., The Viet Cong D445 Battalion: Their Story, Point Lonsdale, 2011. As Annex K, 

that work included a 2,700-wo    ev ew of “D440 Lo  l Fo  e B    l o ”  NVA/VC formation and unit 

 o e  l  u es    lu e    ef x le  e s  o  es     e s ze e  “A” fo  se   o /squ  , “B” –  l  oo , “C” – 

Co    y, “D” – b    l o , “E” – regiment (also “Q”), “F”, “CT”  –   v s o , “T” –   l    y Re  o   “B” 

was also used as a prefix for some fronts – e  B2, B3  “K” w s of e  use   o  es     e    os    l   
3
 T   sl  o ’s  o e: I     s wo k,   e Peo le’s A  y of   e     (PA  )  s  efe  e   o  s   e “ orth 

  e    ese A  y” (  A);     Peo le’s L be    o  A  e  Fo  es (PLAF),  ue   ll s       f  s  u  u e   e 

termed the Vi t C ng (VC) –  s   e  e e  l  e  e s     s  o e f   l    w      e  e  s “  A”     “ C”  

Fo  “ C”  s    ejo    ve, see foo  o e 105  
4
 T   sl  o ’s  o e: T e B    l o  w s o ly fo   lly    le  “440”  fter its arrival in Long Khánh Province 

in July 1967. There was also a 440 Sapper Battalion in the 3rd NVA Division; and a 400 Battalion in 

Military Region 559 – the major logistic formation that managed the Hồ Chí Minh Trail. 
5
 T ese e    e e  s   e  el  e        s D440 H s o y  Fo    e  e   e   l o    e “B   le of Bì   B ” – 5-8 

June 1969, see Chamberlain, E.P., The 33
rd

 North Vietnamese Regiment: Their Story, Point Lonsdale, 

2013. 



The History of the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh 440 Battalion (1967-1979) (Lịch Sử Tiểu Đoàn 

440 Bà Rịa-Long Khánh 1967-1979) –  e   e “440 Battalio  H s o y”  ubl s e     Hanoi 

in 2011. As near as possible to a literal translation of the Vietnamese text has been 

attempted. As a result, the English prose may appear somewhat stilted in parts.
6
  

Nevertheless, it is hoped that this work will bring an understanding of 440 Battalion’s 

story to a wider readership. During a research visit to Vietnam in November 2012, a 

printed draft of the text of the work was discussed with, and provided to, a number of 

Vietnamese veterans.  

As comments on the text - and to add context, a considerable number of 

“T   sl  o ’s  o es”   ve bee     e   s foo  o es  o   e     sl tion. The original 

footnotes (19) in the Vietnamese text have been retained and are indicated with an 

 s e  sk e  “6 *” T e “T   sl  o ’s  o es”    lu e detailed references to enable interested 

readers to readily access primary source material – much of it now available via the 

Internet.  Other Vietnamese-language histories have somewhat different accounts of 

events - including engagements with the Australian forces, and have also been noted. 

As an Addendum, this 2013 work also includes several appendices, a 

bibliography, and a comprehensive index that were not part of the 2011 Vietnamese-

language history of 440 Battalion. 

Many of the comments on the D440 Battalion History are based on an 

examination of captured NVA and VC documents and the debriefs of prisoners and 

ralliers (ie defectors). During the Vietnam War, this material was collated centrally by the 

Combined Intelligence Center Vietnam (CIC-V) in Sài Gòn – with the captured 

documents processed by its Combined Document Exploitation Center (CDEC).
7
 A very 

large quantity of CIC-V material is held by The Vietnam Center and Archive (VCAT) at 

the Texas Tech University, Lubbock – Texas, United States. Without access to the 

records held by the VCAT, it would have been quite difficult to comment meaningfully 

on the text of the 440 Battalion History.  Accordingly, access to the records held by the 

Texas Tech University is gratefully acknowledged and noted in this wo k  s “ CAT” 

material. 

An interesting aspect is that while the combat effectiveness of NVA/VC forces 

was seriously hampered by high malarial rates, malaria is not mentioned at all in the 445 

Battalion history and only once – as “ e     ous   l    ”,    this 440 Battalion history.  

 440 Battalion no longer exists on the order-of-battle of the Peo le’s A  y of 

Vietnam. However, the 440 Battalion Veterans’ Association remains active and, as noted, 

a Battalion Memorial was inaugurated in Long Khánh Town in 2010, and the unit 

continues to hold reunions.  

  

Ernie Chamberlain 

April 2013. 

                                                 
6
 The Vietnamese text uses “…”  s    equ v le   fo    e E  l s  “e  ”      lso fo    uses – and this 

o      l “…” ex  ess o    s bee   e    ed in the translation of the 440 Battalion History. 
7
 At the 1

st
 Australian Task Force (1ATF) base at Núi Đất, captured documents were processed by the 

Detachment of the 1
st
 Divisional Intelligence Unit before on-forwarding to CDEC in Sài Gòn. 
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1
 Translator’s Note: A “440 Company” was raised in Bà Rịa Province at the beginning of 1964 - 

commanded by Comrade Năm Đành, and “445 Company transferred a number of cadre and soldiers to 440 

company to build its nucleus”. However that “440 Company” was incorporated into 445 Battalion at its 

founding in September 1965 – and is not related to the subsequently formed 440 Battalion – see 

Chamberlain, E.P., The Viet Cong D445 Battalion: Their Story, Point Lonsdale, 2011, Annex K.  Other 

“D440” battalions included a transport battalion active on the Hồ Chí Minh Trail (Military Region 559) in 

1959 – whose title was soon changed to D301; and the D440 Sapper Battalion (3
rd

 NVA Division) noted 

active in 1971-72. In 1966-1967, a 60-strong “440 Company” was also noted operating in coastal Bình 

Thuận Province which bordered Bình Tuy province  – CDEC Report 6-075-0662-67. 
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PUBLISHER’S REMARKS 

 

 During the resistance war against the Americans, the Eastern Nam Bộ Region
2
 

went down in history with resounding victories. The territory of Bà Rịa-Long Khánh – 

situated at the northern gateway to Sài Gòn, was the region that suffered the greatest 

destruction. There, the enemy had concentrated all of its power to establish an extremely 

strong defensive line as a final shield to defend Sài Gòn. Xuân Lộc was regarded by them 

as an inviolable steel door that would block the advance of the liberation forces. 

 Following the call by the Fatherland of “everything for the front line” and 

“everthing for victory”, large numbers of youth crossed the Annamite Chain
3
 to fight in 

the South. Among those heroic military groups was the 2
nd

 Infantry Battalion (Group 211 

of the 9
th

 Regiment of the 304B Division – a reinforcement for the battlefield in the 

South) that went to fight in Bà Rịa-Long Khánh, and where it title was changed to 440 

Battalion. The cadre and soldiers of 440 Battalion were the children of many areas across 

the nation, with the majority from the Thái Bình region. They became the soldiers of Bà 

Rịa-Long Khánh and became very closely attached to that land. 

 In order to record the magnanimous history and the heroic and indomitable 

tradition of 440 Battalion, the Military Headquarters of Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu Province has 

compiled – and in coordination with the Sự Thật ((The Truth)) National Political 

Publishing House, published this book: The History of the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh 440 

Battalion (1967-1979). This book has come into being to express gratitude to the cadre 

and soldiers of the Battalion who heroically gave their lives and contributed their part for 

the liberation of the South; the unification of the Fatherland; and to honour the silent 

contribution of the Vietnamese Mothers in areas throughout our country – especially in 

the province of Thái Bình, and in the provinces of Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu and Đồng Nai. 

 Thus we introduce this book to our readers. 

 

       February 2011 

      National Political Publishing House – The Truth 

 

 

 

                                                 
2
 Translator’s Note: The Nam Bộ Region constituted that area of Vietnam south of the Central Highlands - 

equating to the French colonial “Cochin China” region. From 1960, the Eastern Nam Bộ Region was one of 

five communist-designated regions covering South Vietnam. It comprised those provinces north and east of 

Sài Gòn that were below the Central Highlands – and was occasionally termed Military Region 1, and later 

Military Region 7. See: United States Mission in Vietnam, Viet Cong Political Geography of South Viet-

Nam, Viet-Nam Documents and Research Notes – Document No.93, Saigon, March 1971. 
3
 Translator’s Note:  The Annamite Chain extends for 1,100 kilometres – approximately north to south, 

along the borders of northern and central Vietnam, Laos and part of north-eastern Cambodia. 
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Hà Nội, 21 April 2008 

  Respectively to:  The Veterans’ Liaison Section 

     440 Battalion 

     (of Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu Province) 

 

 440 Battalion was originally a battalion within the 9(B) Regiment of the 304
th

 

Division, and was deployed by the Ministry of Defence to the battlefield in the South with 

the unit title of Group 211. After travelling without a break for a full five months, the unit 

was finally able to reach the provinces of Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu and Đồng Nai. 

 During its time on the battlefield, the unit fought continuously and achieved many 

outstanding feats of arms. These included the decisive battles of Tết Mậu Thân (1969), 

and participation in the blocking and holding operations on the battlefield north-east of 

Sài Gòn. The unit completed its tasks in an outstanding manner, fighting many model 

engagements that evidenced the stamina and the bravery of its Party
4
 members, cadre and 

soldiers. I am very proud that in a unit that was sent off to be subordinated within other 

forces, the comrades were still able to maintain the traditions of the Quang Trung 

Regiment – and the greatest achievement was that they were admired by the Party 

Chapters and the local people. 

 I also know that even these days every one of the cadre and the soldiers of the 

Battalion of that time have always actively participated in regional activities and strongly 

maintained their honourable name as Uncle Hồ’s troops – whether in their home areas or 

in areas where they fought, and in all their different circumstances. Even now, like other 

comrades, I fret for and miss the cadre, soldiers and Party members – those people who 

were with us in life and death, but today are gone. We will never forget those comrades. 

 Circumstances prevented me from joining with our comrades for the celebration 

of 30 April 1975 – so I have written this letter to our comrades and promised that when I 

have the opportunity to come there on duty, then we will all meet once again. 

 I also send my regards and wishes of good health to the comrades who lead the 

Party and the Government in the two provinces of Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu and Đồng Nai. I also 

send my greetings and gratitude to the people of the provinces of Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu and 

Đồng Nai who protected, helped and coordinated with our comrades to achieve the 

military feats in their region and to contribute to the great victory of 30 April 1975 that 

liberated the South and unified the country.  

Affectionate greetings, 

        Lê Khả Phiêu 

      Former Political Commissar 9
th

 Regiment 

                                                 
4
 Translator’s Note: The Communist Party of Vietnam was disbanded in 1945 and re-emerged as the 

Vietnam Workers’ Party (VWP) in 1951. In January 1962, it created its ostensibly separate “southern arm” 

– the People’s Revolutionary Party (PRP). The People’s Revolutionary Party organisation in the South was 

directed locally by Hà Nội’s COSVN (The Central Office for South Vietnam). Việt Cộng military units and 

the National Liberation Front were directed and controlled by the People's Revolutionary Party through its 

organs at all levels. In 1976, the VWP of “North Vietnam” was merged with the People's Revolutionary 

Party in South Vietnam to reconstitute the Communist Party of Vietnam. See also footnote 61. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%27s_Revolutionary_Party_(Vietnam)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%27s_Revolutionary_Party_(Vietnam)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%27s_Revolutionary_Party_(Vietnam)
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 Translator’s Note: The Addendum items listed below – drafted by the translator, were not included in the 

original Vietnamese-language edition of the D440 History (2011).  
6
 Translator’s Note: Not in Vietnamese-language edition (2011) - compiled by the translator, and including 

the colour photograph of the stela annexed in the Vietnamese-language edition. 
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 

 The 440 Infantry Battalion (secret title: Group 211 – of the 9
th

 Regiment of the 

304B Division, a reinforcement for the battlefield in the South), was established on the Bà 

Rịa-Long Khánh battlefield during a period when the “Limited Warfare” strategy of the 

Americans and their puppets was at its peak. The Battalion did not cease to grow and 

became of age while successfully achieving all its assigned tasks. It was worthy in spirit 

and held in great affection by the Party and the people of the heroic provinces of Bà Rịa-

Vũng Tàu and Đồng Nai. 

 Over 12 years of fighting, developing and coming-of-age (16 August 1967 – 16 

August 1979) – that included nearly eight years of being forged in the fire of war, 440 

Battalion gave all its strength in bringing to an end the resistance war of national 

salvation against the Americans in the region of Bà Rịa-Long Khánh. The dedication and 

great sacrifices of the cadre
7
 and soldiers of 440 Battalion will forever be remembered 

with gratitude by the Party, the Government and the people of the provinces of Bà Rịa-

Vũng Tàu and Đồng Nai. 440 Battalion’s title has become part of the history of the armed 

forces of the provinces of Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu and Đồng Nai. The cadre and soldiers of 440 

Battalion grew up in many regions across the country – with the majority having Thái 

Bình as their homeland, and fought bravely achieving many exemplary feats of arms. 

These resounding feats of the Battalion included the General Offensive and Uprising of 

Tết Mậu Thân in 1968 against Long Khánh Town; the “attacks against outposts and 

destruction of relief forces” throughout Long Khánh
8
, Xuân Lộc, Định Quán, Bà Rịa, Đất 

Đỏ, Long Điền and Châu Đức; and a series of combat actions that countered the enemy’s 

sweeping operations. The Battalion’s activities were exemplified by its forté of “attacking 

positions and destroying enemy reinforcements” and striking against the enemy’s sweeps. 

The fighting spirit and resolute courage of the cadre and soldiers of the Battalion 

frightened the enemy out of their wits whenever they met. Together with their brothers in 

445 Battalion, 440 Battalion was worthy of the title of the Province’s “main-force
9
 fist” – 

always highly mobile in combat, wiping out the enemy, firmly defending the 

                                                 
7
 Translator’s Note: Vietnamese communist terminology does not use a term for officer or non-

commissioned officer (cf the Republic of Vietnam’s “sĩ quan” for officer etc). The communist term “cadre” 

(“cán bộ”) – ie as distinct from soldier (“chiến sĩ”), is generally applied to personnel in leadership positions 

of section/squad deputy leader (and above) in armed elements; and to cell leaders (and above) in political 

infrastructure and front organisations. Vietnamese communists also use a unique collective term for 

communist “troops” – ie “bộ đội”.   
8
 Translator’s Note: For information on Long Khánh Province in the mid-1960s – including administration 

and population detail, see USOM, Information Brief: Long Khánh Province - Vietnam, December 1965 - 

VCAT Item No. 6850102002. Long Khánh Province had a total land area of 4,000 square kilometres – with 

a maximum length of 90 kilometres and an average width of 70 kilometres. It comprised two Districts: 

Xuân Lộc and Định Quán – its population of 131,300 (1965) lived in 18 villages (107 hamlets). See the 

map in the Addendum at Appendix 5. 
9
 Translator’s Note: Literally: “quả đấm chủ lực”. However, US, Allied and South Vietnamese forces 

referred to both D440 and D445 Battalions as VC “local” forces – as both met the definition of being 

“directly subordinate to a provincial or district party committee and normally only operated within a 

specified VC province or district.” The 274
th

 and 275
th 

VC Regiments were regarded as VC “main-force” 

elements.   
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revolutionary leadership of the Province, protecting the region, defending the people, and 

contributing to the local people’s solid development.  The blood of generations of 440 

Battalion’s soldiers has further embellished the brilliant tradition of the unit. “Unity and 

unanimity; Boundless loyalty; Holding their ground; Fighting with stamina and sense of 

purpose” – these were the stanzas of their heroic revolutionary song ! 

 The war lasted for more than 30 years. The memories of the people and witnesses 

to this history have gradually faded over time. Even the names of the cadre and soldiers in 

the unit can only be remembered in the way that they were referred to in the South: Anh 

Hai, Anh Ba …
10

 For this reason, the book - The History of the 440 Bà Rịa-Long 

Khánh Battalion (1967-1979) has been produced and published as a measure of 

gratitude – albeit belated, to recognise the great contribution of the cadre and soldiers of 

the Battalion who gave their lives courageously, contributing their bodies to the liberation 

of the South and the unification of the Fatherland. This also memorialises the 

distinguished but silent service of the Vietnamese mothers in all regions across the 

country – especially in the provinces of Thái Bình, Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu and Đồng Nai. The 

pages of this history and the Battalion’s proud tradition will educate and guide Vietnam’s 

younger generations in their task of building and defending the Fatherland. 

 On the occasion of the publishing of this book, the Party Standing Committee of 

the Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu Military Headquarters expresses its gratitude to the Provincial 

Committee and people of the provinces of Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu and Đồng Nai who have 

provided leadership and guidance - and also created favourable conditions for the 

enterprise. The contribution of ideas by historical witnesses who led and commanded the 

unit during the period have been highly valuable. The assistance and professional skill of 

the Office of Scientific Technology and Environment of the Military Region 7 Staff, the 

Compilation Committee, and the National Political Publishing House that edited and 

completed the publication of The History of the 440 Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Battalion 

(1967-1979) is also acknowledged. In a timely manner, they have brought the work into 

our readers’ hands at the very time of the 65
th

 anniversary of the historic founding of the 

Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu Province armed forces (1946-2011). 

 

Vũng Tàu City, 17 January 2011 

 

The Party Standing Committee 

Military Headquarters 

Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu Province 
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 Translator’s Note: Almost all NVA/VC cadre, soldiers and infrastructure personnel had two-word 

nicknames/aliases/pseudonyms (tự, bí danh). Invariably, these comprised a number (from 2 to 10) – or 

occasionally “Út” (meaning “youngest”) as the first word, followed by their given name. This reflected 

their “birth order” in their family. For example, the nickname “Anh Hai” is “Brother Two” and “Tư Nghĩa” 

is “Four Nghĩa”.  Party members sometimes also had a secure cover-name – ie an additional “full” 

Vietnamese name of three words. 
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440 BATTALION MARCHING SONG 
11

 

To be sung with pride and dedication 

         By Nguyễn Kim Tạo 

 

 

1. We are the soldiers of Four Forty.     The local troops of Bà Rịa-Long Khánh. 

 

From our home areas we have come to gather here. 

 

Sticking close together, we hold the ground for our native land ! 

 

Xuân Lộc, Hòa Long, Châu Đức, Bình Ba, Định Quán …  

 

The coffee gardens and the rambutan blossoms all have compassion 

  

We have rice and salt and a love for the country life. 

 

We overcome misery and are victorious across the violent battlefield. 

 

Troops of the Eastern Region, Local Force troops – Four Forty ! 

 

2. In times of fighting and serving together, 

 

With only yam roots and flour dough, we have defeated the Americans. 

 

We have been together sheltered in our deep bunkers and emerged. 

 

Oh how beautiful is the courage of the dogged Suối Râm stream ! 

 

Xuyên Mộc, Xà Bang, Gia Ray, Minh Đạm, Cẩm Mỹ … 

 

The love and the warmth of the people’s hearts comes from each village : 

 

Our feet rush up Con Chim Hill: the American soldiers lie all piled up; 

 

We have overcome the dangers and defeated the enemy’s forces. 

 

Troops of the Eastern Region, Battalion Four Forty ! 

 

 

                                                 
11

 Translator’s Note: The Marching Song - Hành Khúc Tiểu Đoàn 440, appears at p.13 in the original 

Vietnamese language edition (2011) – see the following page. 
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440 BATTALION MARCHING SONG 
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Attack ! 
12
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 Translator’s Note: A soldier - armed with a Thompson sub-machine gun, leads an assault on an enemy 

position. This illustration was not included in the original Vietnamese-language edition (2011). 
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Introduction 

 

THE BÀ RỊA-LONG KHÁNH BATTLEFIELD  

AFTER THE BÌNH GIÃ CAMPAIGN (1965-1967) 

 

I. Some Features of the Region and its People 

 

((P.15)): Almost 200 years ago, when speaking about the Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu 

region, the scholar Trịnh Hoài Đức wrote: “Bà Rịa is a famous region … This land has its 

back to the mountains and faces out to the sea … There are many important passes that 

are difficult to access … no different to the national capital of our princes …”
13

*  

Throughout the process of developing and building the revolutionary struggle in the Bà 

Rịa-Vũng Tàu region, there were many deeply-felt impressions and famous historical 

aspects in the Eastern Nam Bộ Region. In the two resistance wars – against the French 

colonialists and the invading American imperialists, Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu was a critical area, 

a place of decisive competition between us and the enemy. It was also an area that 

allowed our armed forces to apply and experience many creative and original ways of 

fighting, and thereby achieve many outstanding feats of arms. 

Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu’s geographical position was a gateway to the Eastern Nam Bộ 

Region, and it lay on the pan-Asia axis with a system of sea ports and a network of 

relatively favourable river-ways. The road communications system in Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu 

was quite developed, and had the town of Bà Rịa as a focal point. From there, important 

roads such National Route 15 (now, National Route 51) connected the city of Vũng Tàu 

with Hồ Chí Minh City and the city of Biên Hòa. Inter-Provincial Route 2 ran to the 

north, joining National Route 1 in Long Khánh (today, National Route 56). Inter-

Provincial Route 23 ran from Bà Rịa Town to the east through Đất Đỏ and Xuyên Mộc to 

Bình Thuận (now, Route 55). Additionally, there were a number of smaller roads 

(provincial roads) - and roads that were used to exploit the rubber and timber resources, 

that ran off the main axes into the jungle regions in the north. 

In terms of terrain, in the whole Province more than 60% of the land area had a 

firm geological structure. There are mountain peaks and rugged mountain ranges spread 

from the north of the Province down to the edge of the sea-shore. This creates a special 

military advantage with such high-level military regions as the Mây Tào Mountains, the 

Núi Dinh - Thị Vải Mountains, the Minh Đạm Mountains
14

, the Núi Lớn-Núi Nhỏ 

Mountains, the Núi Nứa-Bà Trao Mountains etc. There were important sea-route rear 

service entry points for revolutionary forces who were based in the Eastern Nam Bộ 

Region and Military Region 6. A strategic corridor joined the coastal delta of Eastern 

Nam Bộ with War Zone D, creating ongoing conditions that allowed our revolutionary 

forces to continuously attack and destroy the enemy, and to directly threaten Sài Gòn – 

                                                 
13

* Trịnh Hoài Đức: Gia Định thành thông chí: Quyển II – Sơn xuyên chí, Trấn Biên Hòa, Bà Rịa (Bản dịch 

của Lý Việt Dũng), Nxb. Tổng hợp Đồng Nai, 2004, tr.19-20. 
14

 Australian forces referred to the Minh Đạm Mountains as the Long Hải Mountains or the Long Hải Hills. 
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the capital of the puppet authorities and the centre from which the Americans and their 

puppets controlled the war. 

The town of Bà Rịa lies in a central position between the Province of Bà Rịa-

Vũng Tàu and the coastal area of Eastern Nam Bộ – 87 kilometres from Hồ Chí Minh 

City to the north-east [sic]
15

, 75 kilometres from Biên Hòa to the north-west, 55 

kilometres from Xuân Lộc to the north, and 20 kilometres from Vũng Tàu City to the 

south. For a long time, Bà Rịa has held a strategic position – controlling access along the 

important ground communication routes (National Route 51, Inter-Provincial Route 2, 

and Provincial Route 23) and the system of waterways (the Dinh River, the Cửa Lấp 

River, and the canals) that join Bà Rịa with Vũng Tàu, Xuân Lộc, Long Khánh, and the 

provinces of the Eastern Nam Bộ Region. 

Adjacent to Bà Rịa Town was a region of jungles and mountains to the north and 

in the north-east of Province (comprising the majority of Tân Thành
16

, Châu Đức and 

Xuyên Mộc Districts), and there were areas of high ground with quite thick natural jungle 

alternating with rubber plantations. This terrain was both a place to conceal and move 

military forces with considerable combat capabilities - as well as an area for guerrilla 

activities.  In these jungle areas distant from the communication axes, it was possible to 

build guerrilla bases and rear service bases – while at the same time limit the 

effectiveness of the opposition’s air force, artillery and mechanised forces. This was an 

area where the Châu Ro minority people
17

 practised slash-and-burn agriculture, 

principally in the Hắc Dịch
18

, Gia Cốp, Long Tân, Cu Nhí and Bàu Lâm
19

 areas etc. 

These became areas for the supply of rice to the resistance forces and the rear service base 

of our armed forces. 

The coastal plain (comprising Long Điền, Đất Đỏ, Bà Rịa Town, and Tân Thành) 

- joined with the midlands and stretched to coast, comprised fields of wet-rice mixed with 

the slopes of low hills, strips of sparse jungle and sea-side beaches. In this terrain, it was 

difficult to conceal and move large numbers of troops by day, but it was quite suitable for 

large combat actions for the side that had the advantage in force-strength, means of 

warfare, and was on the offensive. In this terrain, guerrillas were able to operate by both 

day and night – but operations by day were more difficult. The fertile rice paddies were 

concentrated in the Don fields (Hòa Long village) and the fields at Long Điền, Đất Đỏ, 

and Lâm Sang (Xuân Lộc). These areas were adjacent to the resistance base areas, and so 

                                                 
15

 Translator’s Note: “north-west” is correct. 
16

 Translator’s Note: During the “American War”, most of Tân Thành District lay within Châu Đức District. 
17

 Translator’s Note: More commonly called the “Chơ Ro”, they are a Mon-Khmer ethnic group living 

mostly in the provinces of  Đồng Nai, Bình Dương, Bình Phước, Bình Thuận, Lâm Đồng, and Bà Rịa-Vũng 

Tàu . See the map at Appendix 6 . In 1999, the Chơ Ro population reportedly numbered 22,567. 
18

 Translator’s Note: The Hắc/Hắt Dịch area lies in north-western Phước Tuy Province, south-eastern Long 

Thành District of Biên Hòa, and south-western Long Khánh Province, and contains the jungle area south of 

the Bình Sơn rubber plantation in Long Thành and east of Route 15 towards Route 2 - with the Núi Thị Vải 

mountains on the South. See the map on the back cover. 
19

 Translator’s Note: Bàu Lâm (Lâm Pond) was originally a hamlet of Thừa Tích village (GR YS 614798 –

YS 614804 – on Route 328, about 23 kilometres by road or 13 kilometres directly north-west of Xuyên 

Mộc District Town) and was the preferred communist title for the Thừa Tích area – see footnotes 138-148, 

and 245. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dong_Nai_Province
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Binh_Duong_Province
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Binh_Phuoc_Province
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Binh_Thuan_Province
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lam_Dong_Province
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ba_Ria-Vung_Tau_Province
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ba_Ria-Vung_Tau_Province
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were regarded as the “breast milk” of the Revolution. Within this region, there were also 

areas of swamp and mangroves – such as: Bàu Nhám, Bàu Sấu, Bàu Ngứa, and Bàu Ma 

etc which were memorialised in the well-known song lyric: “When there is no mud left in 

Bưng Bạc, and Bàu Thành is empty of water, only then will my love fade …”. 

Regarding administrative structures, after the Bình Giã Campaign
20

 in August 

1966, the Central Office for South Vietnam
21

 decided to establish Long-Bà-Biên Province 

on the basis of combining the three provinces of Long Khánh, Bà Rịa, and Biên Hòa. 

Within this structure, Long Khánh Town was part of Xuân Lộc District. 

((P.19)):  Long Khánh Town held a quite important position in military, political, 

and economic terms. National Route 1 ran through the District as a communications 

artery connecting the Central and Northern Regions – and was the gateway dominating 

the south-eastern access to the cities of Biên Hòa and Sài Gòn. This was also the area 

where Route 20 joined Route 1 at the Dầu Giây intersection leading up into the Central 

Highlands, and Inter-Provincial Route 2 from Long Khánh ran south to the town of Bà 

Rịa and the coastal region of Vũng Tàu. Additionally, the North-South railway went 

through Long Khánh. During the two wars of resistance – especially during the resistance 

war of national salvation against the Americans, the puppet authorities in Sài Gòn had 

established Long Khánh Province with the town of Xuân Lộc as its capital. In the final 

phase of the resistance war, Long Khánh Town became a fierce battleground. There, the 

enemy constructed a solid defensive line with III Corps’ strongest forces (puppet main-

force units) to tightly block access to Sài Gòn – the steel gate of Xuân Lộc was the final 

defensive line to defend their capital of Sài Gòn. 

The Vietnamese people had inhabited the area of Bà Rịa, Vũng Tàu, and Long 

Khánh from quite early times. There had been immigrants – very poor labouring people 

or those dissatisfied with the imperial dynasty, who moved from the Centre and the North 

to make new lives. Soldiers of the imperial dynasty also participated in the breaking of 

new ground in this deserted land, and set up many populous and prosperous villages. The 

exploitation by the French colonialists – especially after World War I, made deep changes 

in the structure of the population and social differentiation in the region. The local people 

were forced to endure oppression and enslavement under the feudal and colonial regime 

                                                 
20

 Translator’s Note: The Battle of Bình Giã/Giả (ie from 2 December 1964 to 7 January 1965) - an element 

of COSVN’s 1964-65 Dry Season Campaign, is cited in Vietnamese communist histories as a major 

victory. For its location, see the map on the back cover. The battle is related in Lịch sử Kháng chiến …, 

op.cit., Tập 3 (Vol 3), op.cit., 1997; in the History of the 5
th

 Infantry Division (1965-2005) - Lịch Sử Sư 

đòan Bộ Binh 5 (1965-2005), The People’s Army Publishing House, Hà Nội, 2005; and also in the Châu 

Đức District History – 2004: Nguyễn Công Danh & Lê Minh Nghĩa et al, Lịch sử Đấu Tranh Cách Mạng 

Của Đảng Bộ Và Nhân Dân Huyện Châu Đức (1930-2000) – The History of the Revolutionary Struggle of 

the Party Chapter and the People of Châu Đức District (1930-2000), Nhà Xuất Bản Chính Trị Quốc Giả, Hà 

Nội, 2004.  For an English-language translation of the Battle, see Chamberlain.E.P. … D445 …, op.cit., 

2011, pp.19-22. A major memorial commemorating the Battle has been built at Bình Giã. 
21

 Translator’s Note: COSVN –  the Central Office for South Vietnam (Văn Phòng Trung ương Cục Miền 

Nam), directed from Hà Nội, was the communist political and military headquarters responsible for 

Vietnam south of the Central Highlands - an area termed “Nam Bộ” (equating to the French colonial 

“Cochin China” region). Sometimes abbreviated to “Miền”, COSVN’s principal cover designators were 

“R”, “Năm Trường”, and “Chín Nam”. 
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that was directed by the French capitalists. With a history of patriotism and struggle 

against invaders – and an indomitable and chivalrous spirit, the great majority of the 

people were soon won over to the ideals of the Revolution and were ready to follow the 

leadership of the Communist Party in a war of resistance to defend their homeland and 

the country. 

In the Province, apart from the fisher-folk, salt workers and farmers, there were 

also large numbers of rubber workers in the rubber plantations who played an important 

role in the local revolutionary struggle. Because of the hard and miserable labour 

conditions – together with abuse and oppression, the rubber workers were soon awakened 

and became conscious of both the class and revolutionary struggles. These were also the 

conditions to soon organise and set up Party elements in the countryside, and to spread 

the revolutionary line of the Marxist-Leninist philosophy among the ranks of the workers 

and labourers. The creation of organisations for the large numbers of rubber workers 

concentrated in the critical areas of Bà Rịa-Châu Đức-Xuân Lộc-Long Khánh was also a 

precursor for the revolutionary struggle and the subsequent process of building the armed 

forces in the Province. 

 

II. The Enemy’s Plots and Schemes  –  and our Policies 

 

Moving into 1965, with their obstinacy and strong military capabilities, the 

American imperialists decided to escalate the war in Vietnam, moving from their strategy 

of “Special Warfare”
22

 to “Limited Warfare”, using their main-force military - comprising 

the American expeditionary troops and vassal forces, with the aim of seizing the initiative 

on the battlefield. This was imperialists’ largest endeavour by them in the South – to 

escalate the war to its highest level. They chose the Mekong Delta as the key battle 

ground for their pacification programme to secure the people, to secure the countryside, 

and to create local sources of supply for their war of invasion. The Americans and their 

Vietnamese puppets saw the Eastern Nam Bộ Region as their key battlefield to implement 

their strategy of “search and destroy” with the aim of attacking and breaking up our main-

force liberation elements, completely destroying our bases, and crippling our 

revolutionary warfare nerve-centres on the B2
23

 battlefield. With Sài Gòn as the centre, 

the enemy forces would create a strategic arrangement whereby the key puppet forces had 

the responsibility for “pacification” and holding the rear areas; while the American and 

vassal forces would take the responsibility for the “search and destroy” tasks. The 

Southern Central Region was seen as contiguous to and between the Nam Bộ Region and 

the Central Region, and so the enemy implemented the two pincers of “pacification” and 

                                                 
22

 Translator’s Note: The “Special Warfare” strategy was announced in May 1961 – and, together with its 

component “Pacification program”, was colloquially referred to as the Staley/Taylor plan - ie after the 

Stanford University academic Eugene Staley and US General Maxwell Taylor (later US Ambassador in the 

Republic of Vietnam 1964-1965). For detail on “Pacification”, see also footnotes 91 and 101. 
23

 Translator’s Note: Created in 1961, the B2 “Bulwark” Front encompassed all the provinces of Nam Bộ, 

as well as the five southern provinces of Military Region 5 in southern Trung Bộ: ie Ninh Thuận, Bình 

Thuận, Quảng Đức, Tuyên Đức, and Lâm Đồng. See Trần Văn Tra, Vietnam: History of the Bulwark B2 

Theatre, Văn Nghệ, Hồ Chí Minh City, 1982. See the map at Appendix 6. 
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“search and destroy” simultaneously with the aim of guaranteeing the security of Sài 

Gòn’s north-eastern gateway. 

On the Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu-Long Khánh battlefield, in order to create a security 

shield for Vũng Tàu-Long Hải, even from 1964 the Americans and their puppets had set 

up a Vietnamese-American Combined Headquarters and decided to combine the military 

forces of the two provinces of Bà Rịa and Biên Hòa into one military region directly 

subordinate to Headquarters III Corps and titled: the “Phước Biên Special Zone”. Apart 

from local forces, the enemy strengthened its military forces with: the 36
th

 Ranger 

Battalion stationed at Phú Mỹ, a troop of armoured vehicles at Phước Lễ (Bà Rịa Town), 

and two 100mm artillery troops/platoons. The mobile forces from III Corps ready to 

relieve the Phước Biên Special Zone comprised: the 30
th

, 33
rd

 and 35
th

 Ranger Battalions; 

and the 3
rd

 and 4
th

 Marine Battalions. Additionally, there were a number of units of the 

Airborne Brigade and an armoured cavalry regiment. 

((P.23)):  Phước Tuy Sector and the Sub-Sectors at Long Lễ, Long Điền and Đất 

Đỏ formed a shield to defend the Province capital. Beyond this defensive arc, Route 23 

ran to the north-east past Xuyên Mộc Sub-Sector which had the task of controlling and 

threatening the revolutionary base region towards the coast. From Phước Tuy, Route 2 

ran to the north to the Xuân Lộc-Long Khánh area and divided Phước Tuy into two parts, 

the east and the west. The area along the middle of Route 2 was the Sub-Sector of Đức 

Thạnh, about 18 kilometres from the centre of the Phước Tuy Province capital as the 

crow flies. Combined with Phước Tuy Sector and the Bình Giã strategic hamlet, it formed 

pincers that threatened our base in the Hắc Dịch.
24

 

The Bình Giã Campaign (at the end of 1964 and the beginning of 1965) on the Bà 

Rịa battlefield evidenced the complete defeat of the “Special Warfare” strategy of the 

Americans and their puppets. Faced with the danger of a collapse of the Sài Gòn puppet 

authorities, the American imperialists were forced to move to their “Limited War” 

strategy and bring American expeditionary forces and their vassals into the South – and 

directly implement their war of invasion. In order to achieve their strategy, the Americans 

and their puppets made the Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu region the bridgehead for their strategy, 

deployed their military into the Nam Bộ Region in coordination with their vassals (the 

main military element of which was the Royal Australian Task Force), and unrelentingly 

conducted attacks and pacification aimed at guaranteeing security for this bridgehead. 

On 5 May 1965, the American 173rd Airborne Brigade with a strength of 4,313 – 

including four 105mm artillery battalions, came ashore at Vũng Tàu, and deployed to the 

Biên Hòa and Bà Rịa battlefields to begin the “Limited War” on the Eastern Nam Bộ 

battlefield.
25

 Subsequently, many American expeditionary and vassal units landed in turn 

at Vũng Tàu and moved to the battlefields. 

                                                 
24

 Translator’s Note: As noted, the Hắc Dịch area lies in north-western Phước Tuy Province, south-eastern 

Long Thành District of Biên Hòa, and south-western Long Khánh Province, and contains the jungle area 

south of the Bình Sơn rubber plantation in Long Thành and east of Route 15 towards Route 2 - with the Núi 

Thị Vải mountains on the South. See the map on the rear cover. 
25

 Translator’s Note: The US 173
rd

 Airborne Brigade (Separate) – based at Biên Hòa, initially comprised 

two battalions (1/503
rd

 and 2/503
rd

) and three field batteries of 105mm howitzers. 
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On 1 June 1965, an Australian vassal battalion and a company/battery of New 

Zealand artillery landed at Vũng Tàu and moved their tactical elements into Phước Tuy 

Province.
26

 Many divisions, brigades and task forces – of both the Americans and their 

vassals, assembled in the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh region and launched sweeping operations.
27

 

In particular, the puppet 18
th

 main-force Division (stationed in Long Khánh) routinely 

operated to defend the deployment corridors of the American military. 

At the end of 1965, B-52 aircraft were used to fiercely attack our revolutionary 

bases in the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh area from Suối Rao to Xuân Sơn. The American 

expeditionary units deployed their forces on the Bà Rịa battlefield with the aim of wiping 

out our main-forces, eliminating our bases, and expanding their security belt around Sài 

Gòn. 

On 29 May 1966, the 1
st
 Royal Australian Task Force and a New Zealand artillery 

battery occupied the Núi Đất base (Hòa Long)
28

 and the base at Núi Da Quy (Đất Đỏ)
29

, 

creating a defensive line from Route 2 to the coast at Lộc An-Phước Hai to threaten our 

revolutionary forces and tightly control the people – with the aim of applying a plan of 

“emptying the water to catch the fish”. The Australians – mercenaries with experience in 

anti-guerrilla warfare, were given the responsibility for the “pilot” pacification of Phước 

Tuy (Bà Rịa) Province. These Australian vassal forces were expert at ambush tactics, 

small scale assaults at half-section and section strength into our rear areas. They also used 

artillery to fire interdiction missions (we called them the New Zealand orchestra), and 

adapted themselves quickly to the tropical climatic and weather conditions. They created 

many difficulties for the local Revolutionary Movement, and we suffered heavy 

casualties. 

                                                 
26

 Translator’s Note: The main body of the Australian infantry battalion (1RAR) landed at Vũng Tàu on 8 

June 1965. 1RAR was under the operational control of the US 173
rd

 Airborne Brigade – and 1RAR’s initial 

task was the defence of the Biên Hòa airbase. A New Zealand artillery battery – 161
st
 Battery (five 105mm 

pack howitzers), joined the 173
rd

 Airborne Brigade on 16 July 1965. 
27

 Translator’s Note: Most often, the term “sweeping” (“càn quét”) refers to “search and destroy” operations 

by US, Allied, and Vietnamese Sài Gòn Government forces. In January 1968, the 1
st
 Australian Task Force 

(1ATF) changed the terminology for such operations to “reconnaissance in force” – 1ATF, Message, G142, 

24 January 1968. In April 1968, the US forces also adopted “reconnaissance in force” and the terms 

“combat sweep” and “spoiling attack” – with the USMACV Commander, General W.C. Westmoreland 

noting that “search and destroy … equated in the ((American)) public mind with aimless searches in the 

jungle and destruction of property.” – Doughty, R.A., The Evolution of US Tactical Doctrine, Leavenworth 

Papers, Fort Leavenworth - Kansas, August 1979. 
28

 Translator’s Note: The 1
st
 Australian Task Force (1ATF) “opened” at Vũng Tàu on 20 May 1966. 

Following Operation Hardihood to secure the area, 5RAR occupied the Núi Đất area on 2 June – with 

elements of the 173
rd

 Airborne Brigade in adjacent positions to the west across Route 2 until their departure 

on 8 June. Headquarters 1ATF - commanded by Brigadier O. D. Jackson, arrived at Núi Đất on 5 June. 
29

 Translator’s Note: Sometimes also spelt as “Gia Quy” – this geographic feature was an ancient partially-

collapsed volcano about 8 kilometres south-east of the Australian 1ATF base, and termed “The Horseshoe”, 

or “Horseshoe Hill” or “the Horseshoe Feature”.  Located at YS 494620 on the northern edge of Đất Đỏ 

Town, the height of its rim was about 60 metres, and the crater floor was about 550 metres across. The 

Horseshoe was first permanently occupied by D Company of 5RAR on 6 March 1967.  Artillery in The 

Horseshoe base extended the range of 1ATF fire support.  ARVN units were also later trained at The 

Horseshoe. 
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In September 1966, the Americans brought in the 11
th

 Armored Cavalry Brigade 

(equivalent to a regiment) with hundreds of tanks and armoured vehicles, and stationed 

the formation at the Long Giao base on Route 2 in the Xuân Lộc-Long Khánh area.
30

 This 

force launched unrelenting sweeping operations into the Province’s liberated areas in 

Châu Đức District that threatened our supply routes and the base area region from Kim 

Long to Ngãi Giao, Châu Pha-Hắc Dịch (nowadays, Châu Đức is part of Tân Thành 

District) and the Minh Đạm (Long Đất). The key enemy combat forces on the Bà Rịa-

Vũng Tàu-Long Khánh battlefield were the American units comprising: the 173
rd

 and 

199
th

 Brigades; the 11
th

 Armored Cavalry Regiment; the Royal Australian Task Force; the 

New Zealand artillery battery; the Thai Black Panther Division
31

; and the Sài Gòn puppet 

military with units of their 48
th

 and 52
nd

 Task Forces (of the 18
th

 Division). There were 

also Regional Force
32

 units, Popular Force
33

 units and National Police Field Force
34

 units. 

                                                 
30

 Translator’s Note: The 11
th

 Armored Cavalry Regiment (11ACR) arrived in Vietnam in September 1966 

and - beginning on 20 October 1966, established its Blackhorse base in the Suối Râm/Long Giao area on 

the western side of Route 2 (YS 435969) approximately six kilometres south of Xuân Lộc Town in southern 

Long Khánh Province. The 11ACR base was about 30 kilometres north of the 1ATF base at Núi Đất. The 

Regiment’s combat power comprised: three armoured cavalry squadrons and an air cavalry troop. Each 

squadron comprised three cavalry troops, a tank company and a self-propelled (SP) 155m howitzer battery.  

Its principal equipments were: 51 M48A3 Patton medium tanks/M551 Sheridan light tanks, 296 M113 

APCs and 18 M109 155 SP howitzers. - Chesney, E.J. Major, The 11
th

 Armored Cavalry Regiment in 

Vietnam – January 1969 through June 1970, Fort Leavenworth, 2002. VCAT Item No. 168300010420. For 

its successor US formations in Long Khánh, see footnote 175. 11ACR handed over their Suối Râm base to 

the 18
th

 ARVN Division on 24 October 1969. For other US formations stationed south of Xuân Lộc Town 

to the Phước Tuy border in the period 1966-1971, see footnote 230. 
31

 Translator’s Note: The Royal Thai Army Volunteer Regiment (the Queen's Cobras) arrived at the US 

Bearcat base (YS 1498 - about 35 kilometres south-east of Sài Gòn; south of the Long Thành District 

capital) in September 1967. The Thai Black Panther Division (5,700 troops) was complete at Bearcat in 

February 1969. – see: “Sustained pressure on enemy reaps results” in “Asian Allies in Vietnam”, Viet-Nam 

Bulletin, Series No.26 (3-70), US Embassy Vietnam, March 1970, pp.6-7. 
32

 Translator’s Note: The Regional Forces (RF) were termed the Civil Guard/Civil Defence Force (Bảo An) 

until 1964 when they were retitled Regional Forces (Địa Phương Quân) and  were transferred from the 

Ministry of the Interior to the Ministry of Defence – together with the Dân Vệ (Self-Defence Corps) which 

became the Popular Force (PF - Nghĩa Quân ). Both the RF and the lesser-capable PF – collectively termed 

Territorial Forces, were armed and uniformed. Throughout the War and post-War, some Vietnamese 

communist writings continued to refer to the Regional Forces as “Bảo An”. At the end of 1966, there were 

17 Regional Force (RF) companies and 46 Popular Force (PF) platoons in Phước Tuy Province (totaling 

4,500 troops) – together with an understrength ARVN battalion (1/43/10
th

 Division) – ie later retitled the 

18
th

 Division – McNeill, I., To Long Tan, Allen & Unwin, St Leonards, 1993, p.403. The locations of all 

ARVN – including RF and PF elements, in Phước Tuy Province as at 30 November 1966 are recorded in 

1ATF, ARVN, RF and PF Dispositions in Phước Tuy Sector, R92-1-2, Núi Đất, 31 December 1966 – see 

AWM95, 1/4/20, folio 40 (Internet accessible). In mid-1967, the national strength of the RF was 253,664 

and the PF 186,365 – with ARVN regular strength at 455,481. The 302
nd

 Regional Force Battalion was 

formed in early 1971 and based at The Horseshoe feature from June 1971 – for the larger Regional Forces 

Group (“Liên Đoàn”), see also footnote 215. For detail on the RF, PF and PSDF – see Ngô Quang Trường 

Lieutenant General, Territorial Forces, Indochina Monographs, U.S. Army Center of Military History, 

Washington D.C., 1981. 
33

 Translator’s Note: The text uses the obsolete term “Bảo An” (Civil Guard/Civil Defence Force) which 

was the pre-1964 term for the Regional Forces – see the footnote above. It can be assumed that “Nghĩa 

Quân” ie “Popular Forces” was intended by the writer. 



20 

 

From the middle of 1967, the Australian military vassals constructed a 14 

kilometre-long fenced minefield from Da Quy to Phước Hai (called the M.16-E3 

minefield) that comprised many layers of loose barbed wire piled on top of one another. 

Beneath, E3 mines were laid connected to M.16 grenades.
35

 Our forces suffered quite 

large losses from this type of mine. This was a defensive line intended to isolate the Minh 

Đạm resistance base from the adjacent region (Long Điền, Đất Đỏ, Bà Rịa) which were 

regarded as “breast milk” for the Revolutionary Movement in the countryside. 

This was a time when our forces and the people of Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu and Long 

Khánh – as well as the higher units, had to fight in extremely difficult and violent 

circumstances. We were surrounded and blockaded by the enemy, and had to directly 

confront the American military invaders and their vassals – particularly the Royal 

Australian military who were experienced in the conduct of guerrilla warfare and anti-

guerrilla operations. 

On 20 July 1965, Chairman Hồ made the Call, clearing directing: “The American 

imperialists have many tens of thousands of additional American and vassal troops to 

strengthen their invasion of the South – and have used aircraft to inhumanely attack and 

destroy our North. … If we have to fight for five years, 10 years, 20 years – or even 

longer, we are still determined to fight on to complete victory.” 
36

* 

In response to Chairman Hồ’s Call - under the leadership of the Central Office, 

the Military Committee of the Headquarters of the South and the Bà Rịa Province 

Committee, in 1965 we destroyed or broke up almost all of the strategic hamlets in the 

Province – including the enemy’s strong strategic hamlets defending Route 15 

(nowadays, Route 51) such as Phước Hòa, Chu Hải, and Kim Hải adjacent to Bà Rịa 

Town. The liberated region in the Province was expanded and connected the Minh Đạm 

base through Long Mỹ, Hội Mỹ, Long Tân, Lộc An (Đất Đỏ); from Phước Hải (Đất Đỏ), 

Bưng Riềng, Bàu Lâm (Xuyên Mộc) – with Xuân Sơn, Long Phước, Châu Pha, Hắc Dịch 

(Châu Đức), with Xuân Lộc-Long Khánh and War Zone D. 

                                                                                                                                                  
34

 Translator’s Note: The National Police Field Force (NPFF) – founded in January 1966, were organised 

similarly  to infantry sub-units, armed with M16 rifles, trained in infantry minor tactics – and with a 

company assigned to each of the 44 provinces. With a strength of about 16,000 in 1970, it was also the 

primary riot-control element of the National Police. 
35

 Translator’s Note: The Australian forces began constructing the 11 kilometre-long minefield and 

associated fences in mid-March 1967 from The Horseshoe (ie Da Quy on the northern edge of Đất Đỏ 

Town) south to the coast at Phước Hải, with mines added in May. The Australians laid 20,292 M16 

“Jumping Jack” mines (lethal radius 25 metres, dangerous out to 200 metres) – of which 12,700 (about 

25%) were fitted with an anti-lifting device below the mine. The anti-lifting device – an M5 pressure 

release switch, was screwed into an M26 fragmentation grenade. There was a 4-5 kilometre gap in the 

minefield - from the southern outskirts of Đất Đỏ south to Hội Mỹ, due to the inability to lay mines 

effectively in the wet and sandy soil in the area of the Sông Bâ Đáp/Bờ Đập Stream; and a smaller gap 

immediately east of the hamlet of Lò Gốm. For a detailed account of the minefield see: Lockhart, G., The 

Minefield: An Australian tragedy in Vietnam, Allen & Unwin, Crows Nest, 2007. The minefield is also 

comprehensively covered in the official Australian history ie: McNeill, I. & Ekins, A., On the Offensive, 

Allen & Unwin, Crows Nest, 2003, pp.127-145, p.155, p.169 and pp.183-184. 
36

* Hồ Chí Minh: Complete Works (Toàn tập), National Political Publishing House, Hà Nội, 2000, t.11, 

p.470. 
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At that time, the Province’s armed forces comprised: 445 Battalion (the 

Province’s concentrated unit) that had been formed on 19 May 1965
37

 at Suối Rao (Long 

Tân village, Long Đất) and was structured with four infantry companies and a fire support 

company. District armed forces were C21 (a belt unit), later combined with the C20 unit 

to form C41 (Châu Đức); C25 (Long Đất), C51 (Xuyên Mộc), and A31 (the Vũng Tàu 

Town special action unit). In 1968, the A32 (water sappers)
38

 was formed, and there were 

also the special action units of Bà Rịa Town and Long Khánh Town as well as the village 

and hamlet guerrillas.
39

 However, as a consequence of the fighting, the deployment of all 

levels of armed forces in critical areas was still only thin. The system of staff, political 

and rear/technical services in the units was still in the process of being formed and 

organised. In response to the requirements of the resistance war, the Province’s armed 

forces were strengthened at all three levels: Province, District and village. As the region 

lay far from the guidance of the Central Office - and being surrounded and blockaded by 

the enemy, the task of the Province armed forces at that time was to develop a spirit of 

self-reliance and self-development, to actively kill the enemy, destroy the oppressors, and 

to build and consolidate the base areas – while creating circumstances for the Province’s 

armed forces to attack and wipe out the enemy. On that basis, ways to attack and defeat 

the Americans were studied, and a determination was created to: Dare to fight the 

Americans, and know how to defeat them. On fighting methods, our forces were to: strike 

straight into the enemy’s lairs, wipe out their fighting strength and their means of war-

fighting. On the other hand, our forces were to hobble the Australian task force, and not 

allow them expand their area of operations into the neighbouring provinces. 

The policy of the Province Committee stressed that the enemy forces had to be 

attacked continuously -  and effort was to be put into strengthening and building the 

revolutionary organisations, maintaining the resistance bases, striking against the enemy’s 

pacification efforts, and wiping out the enemy’s strength and their means of war-fighting. 

Although the situation was complicated and tense, we still had to be determined to hold 

our ground and the people, and to strongly maintain the offensive. The Province’s armed 

                                                 
37

 Translator’s Note: 445 Battalion had been founded several weeks earlier. On 23 February 1965, as 

“Nguyễn Quang Chánh”, Bùi Quang Chánh had been assigned to the “Bà Rịa Province Concentrated Unit” 

as the “Battalion Commander” - CDEC Log 09-1863-66, Bulletin No.1063. For 445 Battalion’s founding, 

organisation, senior personnel and activities, see Chamberlain, E.P., … D445 …, op.cit., 2011, pp.24-25.  
38

 Translator’s Note:  According to the Communist Party History, Military Region 7 established the A32 

Water Sapper Company in the Rừng Sác (Long Sơn) – Báo Điện Tử Đảng Cộng Sản Việt Nam, Chapter 

VIII, 26 March 2009. 
39

 Translator’s Note: The USMACV Order-of-Battle (ORBAT) for “Irregular Forces” in Phước Tuy 

Province as at 2 December 1966 was initially accepted as “467 Guerrillas; 245 Self-Defense Forces (SDF); 

and 207 Secret Self-Defense Forces (SSDF)”- ie a total of 919 (based on the US S-2 Province Advisor’s 

figure which was far lower than the ARVN estimate of 2,275 and the earlier MACV ORBAT figure of 

1,390) – see VCAT Item No. 0240612012. However, these figures for December 1966 for Phước Tuy were 

later revised downward by MACV to: Guerrillas (“Du Kích”) – 400; SDF (“Tự Vệ”) – 250; SSDF (“Tự Vệ 

Bí Mật”) – ie a total of 850. The earlier figures for Long Khánh Province ie : Guerrillas - 35; SDF- 45; 

SSDF - 10 - ie a total of 90, were revised to Guerillas – 250; SDF – Unknown; SSDF – Unknown – ie a 

total of 250. The report noted that the SDF and the SSDF did “not constitute an aggressive enemy threat 

within SVN.” See USMACV-JGS RVNAF, Estimate of the Strength of VC Irregular Forces in SVN, 6-18-

22, Saigon, 18 May 1967 – VCAT Item No. 0240618022.   
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forces coordinated with COSVN’s A65 Sapper force to shell the Vũng Tàu airfield and 

the Đồi Xiêm Training Centre (12 March 1966)
40

 - in coordination with the 4
th

 

Regiment
41

 (5
th

 Division) in the victory at Tầm Bó-Châu Đức (10 April 1966)
42

. As a 

result, we inflicted heavy casualties on an American battalion (of the 199
th

 Brigade)
43

, 

and drove hundreds of the enemy from the battlefield, and seized 40 weapons of different 

types. The Tầm Bó Victory provided rich experience and lessons in the tactical 

coordination between main-force troops and local troops and the people’s guerrillas in 

attacking and wiping out the enemy and securing a great victory. 

                                                 
40

 Translator’s Note: The biography of Tống Viết Dương – the commander of the “70-strong sapper 

company”, claimed “almost 300 Americans were killed at the airfield while watching an outdoor movie – 

including a colonel” and 37 aircraft were destroyed. 

http://www.phahe.vn/Images/File/Tong%20Viet%20Duong.pdf .The published history of the Minh Đạm 

“Secret Zone” Base – relates that on 22 March 1966, a force comprising Việt Cộng sappers (240C 

Company) and an artillery element from the 5
th

 VC Division’s 274
th

 Regiment moved from the Minh Đạm 

base and attacked and shelled the Vũng Tàu airfield and the Chí Linh Rural Development Cadre Training 

Centre in Vũng Tàu – see Phạm Chí Thân, Căn Cứ Minh Đạm 1945-1975, Sở Văn Hóa Thông Tin Tỉnh Bà 

Ria-Vũng Tàu, 2006, pp.47-48.  The Eastern Năm Bộ Region citation for the attack on Vũng Tàu shows the 

date of the attack as 12 March – CDEC Log 09-1880-66; as does the COSVN award of the Liberation 

Combat Achievement Medal 3
rd

 Class – CDEC Log 09-2189-66. See also the account of the attack in the 5
th

 

Division History – 2005 in Chamberlain, E.P., … D445 …, op.cit., 2011, Annex I, footnote 10.  According 

to a rallier (hồi chánh) from 240C Sapper Company, the unit incorporated a platoon from D445 Battalion 

and had undergone training directed by Sáu Chánh - the commander of D445 Battalion, prior to the attack 

on Vũng Tàu – MACV Report 6 026 1864 7. The organisation of 240C and preparations for the attack on 

“13 March 1966” are detailed in the MACV Report. 
41

 Translator’s Note: The 4
th

 Regiment – also commonly termed the 274
th

 Regiment (aka/cover designators  

Đoàn 94, Đoàn 49, Q4 and Q764), was an original formation of the 5
th

 Việt Cộng Division.  
42

 Translator’s Note: According to the 5
th

 Division History (2005), in the battle at Tầm Bó, the 27  drove 

300 enemy from the battlefield and seized 40 weapons – inflicting heavy casualties on the Americans’ “Big 

Red One” – ie the US 1
st
 Infantry Division - Phạm Quang Đinh, Lịch Sử Sư đòan Bộ Binh 5 (1965-2005) – 

(The History of the 5
th

 Infantry Division 1965-2005), op.cit., 2005. A similar account is in the Châu Đức 
District History (2004). For detail of the 274 Regiment operation at Tầm Bó (“10 kilometres south-west [sic 

– in error, should be north-east] of Đức Thạnh Sub-Sector” on “11 April 1966”) - as described in the 

captured notebook of the 2ic of 274
th

 Regiment (Nguyễn Nam Hưng), see VCAT Item No. F03460056029 

(CDEC Log 11-1253-66 – Vietnamese text in CDEC Log 11-1259-66); and Nguyễn Nam Hưng – Major 

General, Một Đời Chinh Chiến (A Life at War), Nhà Xuất bản Chính trị Quốc gia, Hà Nội, 2006. A 

monument to the VC victory at Tầm Bó – and the Kim Long and Chòi Đồng Campaigns, was inaugurated 

at Bàu Sen (Xà Bang village) in January 2006. The 1
st
 US Infantry Division conducted Operation Abilene 

in Phước Tuy and Long Khánh Provinces in the period 30 March-15 April 1966.  A VC activity report 

dated 24 April 1966 – signed by Lê Quang (probably of Châu Đức District) and covering the period 23 

March to 23 April 1966, described the occupation of the Bình Ba airfield by two brigades of the US 1st 

Infantry Division on 2 April 1966 – CDEC Log 08-1664-66. The Tầm Bó battle is termed by US forces as 

the Battle of Cẩm Mỹ – ie: On 11 April 1966, Charlie Company/2
nd

 Battalion of the 16
th

 Regiment of the 1
st
 

US Infantry Division engaged a Viet Cong force that included “800 Battalion” (ie 1/274 Regiment) at GR 

YS 535855 - 540862. Initially unsupported by other companies, the 134-strong Charlie Company suffered 

48 KIA and 58 WIA. Reportedly, the bodies of 41 VC were found on the battlefield – and 100-150 VC 

were assessed as having been killed or wounded in the engagement. – See 

http://www.angelfire.com/ar3/charlierangers/Documents/Narative2.html . 
43

 Translator’s Note: The 199th Infantry Brigade did not arrive in Vietnam until mid-12 December 1966. 

http://www.phahe.vn/Images/File/Tong%20Viet%20Duong.pdf
http://www.angelfire.com/ar3/charlierangers/Documents/Narative2.html
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((P.30)):  In August 1966, the Central Office decided to establish Long-Bà-Biên 

Province (that also included the town of Vũng Tàu) on the basis of combining the three 

provinces of Bà Rịa, Biên Hòa and Long Khánh. Comrade Lê Đình Nhơn (Chín Lê) 

became the secretary of the Province Committee, Comrade Phan Văn Trang was deputy 

secretary and concurrently the political officer of the Province Unit, and Comrade Đặng 

Hữu Thuấn
44

 was the commander of the Province Unit. The Province Unit commanders 

of the three provinces of Bà Rịa, Biên Hòa and Long Khánh became deputy commanders 

of the Province Unit. The staffs and elements of the Province Unit were strengthened with 

the aim of responding to the requirements of the organisation and to command combat in 

the new circumstances.
45

 

The revolutionary situation in the South continued to develop after we had 

defeated the two strategic counter-attacks launched by the Americans and their puppets 

(1965-1966, 1966-1967). The aim was to implement the Strategic Resolution of the 

Politburo, the Central Office for the South and the COSVN Headquarters to pay 

immediate attention to leading and guiding our armed forces at all levels to actively 

prepare for the General Offensive and General Uprising. The 5
th

 Conference of the 

Central Office (May 1967) confirmed: strongly push the local people’s war forward to a 

new stage in its development, take the initiative to attack and destroy the enemy, defeat 

the “two pincers” strategy of the Americans and their puppets, maintain and develop the 

strategic regions – in parallel with building and consolidating the bases and liberated 

areas, expand our military superiority in a number of the essential battlefields, and create 

the conditions to move forward towards the General Offensive and General Uprising 

across the whole of the Southern battlefield. 

In 1967, the Central Office for the South promulgated a decision to detach Biên 

Hòa from Long-Bà-Biên Province, and established Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province in order 

to accord with the new situation and responsibilities. Confirming that Bà Rịa-Long Khánh 

was one of the critical battlefields, in July 1967, COSVN Headquarters decided to 

strengthen the Province with an established military unit that had recently come from the 

North. 

 

 

                                                 
44

 Translator’s Note: Đặng Hữu Thuấn/Út Đặng – also as Võ/Vũ Đặng – aka Thiêm. Út Đặng became the 

chief of staff of Military Region 7 in January 1969 – VCAT Item No. 2310510003. See also footnote 48. 
45

 Translator’s Note: On 18 August 1966, Australian forces were engaged by a numerically superior Việt 

Cộng force at the Battle of Long Tân about five kilometres east of the 1ATF base at Núi Đất. The Việt 

Cộng force – headed by a small staff element from Headquarters 5
th

 VC Division, comprised principally the 

275
th

 VC Main Force Regiment (whose 3
rd

 Battalion – the D605 NVA Battalion, had joined the Regiment 

in May 1966) and the Việt Cộng D445 Battalion. This Battle predated the formation of D440 Battalion by 

about one year. However, D440’s participation is incorrectly implied in Smith, H. “No Time for Fear”, 

Wartime – Issue 35, Australian War Memorial, Canberra, 2006 – that related the Việt Cộng forces involved 

as: “275 VC Main Force Regiment. These plus D445 and D400 [sic] made around 3,000 enemy troops.”  

Neither D440 (ie the 440 Local Force Battalion) - nor any non-existent “D400” were involved in the Battle 

of Long Tân. For a comparative analysis of the Battle of Long Tân – and another 15 “landmark” battles 

involving 1ATF forces, see Hall, B. & Ross. A., “ ‘Landmark’ Battles and the Myths of Vietnam”, in 

Stockings, C., ANZAC’s Dirty Dozen, University of New South Wales Press, Sydney, pp.186-209. 
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Chapter I 

 

ESTABLISHING 440 BATTALION AND 

FIGHTING ON THE LONG KHÁNH FRONT AT 

TẾT MẬU THÂN 1968 

 

I. Deploying to the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Battlefield and Forming the Unit. 

 

((P.33)):  Group 211 was an element within the structure of the 9
th

 Regiment of 

the 304
th

 Division and a reinforcement for the battlefield in the South.
46

 The Group 

comprised: two battalions of infantry and a number of subordinate sub-units such as: the 

16
th

 Company (recoilless rifle – RCL), the 21
st
 Company (12.7mm heavy machine-gun), a 

communications platoon (from the 18
th

 Communications Company), the 17
th

 Company 

(82mm mortar), the 19
th

 Company (engineers), the 22
nd

 Company (sapper- 

reconnaissance), and a medical platoon. In February 1967, the unit held a pre-deployment 

ceremony in Như Xuân District (Thanh Hóa). After travelling for more than five months 

and carrying heavy packs – through extraordinary willpower and firmness of purpose, the 

majestic Annamite Chain was crossed with its many deep streams, high passes and 

abysses. We faced determined interdiction attacks by the enemy, moved through heavy 

jungle rain, suffered bouts of pernicious malaria, and meals “without rice and lacking 

salt” – but the cadre and soldiers of the 2
nd

 Battalion (whose secret code-name was Group 

211) reached its concentration area in the COSVN Headquarters base area.
47

 

                                                 
46

 Translator’s Note: In 2008, a Vietnamese media article related that: “440 Battalion’s antecedent was the 

2
nd

 Battalion of the 9
th

 Regiment of 340B Division, and was established on 14 September 1965” - Ban liên 

lạc Tiểu đoàn 440 Bà Rịa – Long Khánh, “Họp mặt truyền thống Tiểu đoàn 440 Bà Rịa Long Khánh”, 25 

April 2008. http://www.longkhanh-dongnai.gov.vn/activity_information/mlnews.2008-04-25.7246184373. 

At a commemoration service in Long Khánh in 2010, it was stated that “440 Battalion was part of 9(B) 

Regiment of 304 Division … more than 700 cadre and soldiers bravely sacrificed themselves in the fighting 

in the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh region.” - Quốc Tuấn, “Thị xã Long Khánh: Khánh thành Bia tưởng niệm liệt sĩ 

Tiểu đoàn 440”, 21 April 2010. The Đồng Nai Monograph relates that in 1967: “the COSVN Military 

Committee reinforced Bà Rịa-Long Khánh with 440 Battalion. This Battalion was created by Thái Bình to 

strengthen the battlefield in the South. The Province tasked 440 Battalion to operate in Long Khánh. The 

203rd Regional Company of Long Khánh created an element that became K.9 ((Company)) and was 

incorporated into 440 Battalion – and the Battalion was called the 2nd Battalion – Long Khánh.” - Trần Thị 

Minh Hoàng (foreword), Địa Chí Đồng Nai (Đồng Nai Monograph), Nhà Xuẩt Bản Tồng Hợp Đồng Nai, 

Biên Hòa, Book 1 – 1967, 2001. D2 or “Second Battalion” became a commonly-used cover designator for 

440 Battalion. 
47

 Translator’s Note: The journey of the 211
th

 Infiltration Group into the South is related in USMACV 

Combined Intelligence Center Vietnam (CICV), Report MACJ231-6: D440 NVA Infantry Battalion, 

Saigon, 14 July 1969. Prior to infiltration – ie as the 2
nd

 Battalion/9
th

 Regiment/304
th

 NVA Division, the 

unit “conducted training involving marching 30 kilometres daily in combat boots while carrying 30 

kilogram packs containing rocks and bivouac equipment. Trainees also carried CKC rifles and 20 rounds of 

ammunition. ((The CKC is the Chinese copy of the Soviet SKS 7.62mm semi-automatic rifle)).The training 

lasted approximately one month and was conducted in Thanh Hóa and Hòa Bình Provinces.” The 2
nd

 

Battalion was redesignated the 211
th

 Infiltration Group on 10 February 1967 – with a total strength of 

approximately 600 men. The Group departed Như Xuân District, Thanh Hóa Province on 10 February 

http://www.longkhanh-dongnai.gov.vn/activity_information/mlnews.2008-04-25.7246184373
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After a few days of rest, recuperation and restoring the soldiers’ health, COSVN 

Headquarters organised a departure ceremony and despatched the directly subordinate 

units to the critical battlefields. To implement the orders of the higher echelon, the 2
nd

 

Battalion deployed to the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh region.
48

 Reaching the battlefield, the 

majority of the Battalion’s cadre and soldiers were still very young – having only just left 

their school desks and rushed into the ranks at the sacred call of the Fatherland. However, 

in reality, the harshness of the war – with artillery fire and B-52 carpet-bombing and the 

hardships of the deployment route, had become the most important problem for the cadre 

and leadership. This required the political education and ideological motivation of the 

troops to awaken their love for their homeland and their country – and their role and 

responsibilities as the youth of the Hồ Chí Minh era. During these days, the Party 

Committee and the Leadership Committee of the Battalion were constantly in close 

contact with the troops, motivating the cadre and the soldiers to hold fast to their 

ideology, maintain their will for revolutionary attacks, and their deep hatred of the enemy. 

Through training, every cadre and soldier was fully aware of the situation and wanted to 

fulfil all their responsibilities – to thoroughly implement the orders from above no matter 

what the circumstances. With the spirit of “Everything for our Southern Brothers”, the 

cadre and the soldiers in the unit felt very honoured and proud to be able to fight in the 

homeland of Võ Thị Sáu
49

  - an indomitable southern girl of the beautiful red soil and 

basalt region, who was resolved to fulfil all her assigned tasks in an exemplary way, 

worthy of the trust and love of the Party, the Government and the local people. 

                                                                                                                                                  
1967, crossed into Laos at Hill 1001, and entered Kontum Province where the “Group CO, XO and 

Assistant PO, all company OCs, XOs and Assistant POs, and all platoon leaders returned to Vietnam.” The 

Group then moved through Cambodia for a month until re-entering the South in Phước Long Province – 

next moving to Long Khánh Province, arriving on 10 July 1967.”  The Group then numbered about 400 

men – “approximately 100 men had been left at various commo-liaison stations because of malaria and 

fever, while 100 men had deserted back to NVN.” One-third were equipped with AK-47s or CKCs, and 

each section had at least one B-40 rocket-propelled grenade and one RPD machine-gun. “On arrival in 

Long Khánh Province, D440 Battalion was subordinated to Bà Biên Province as a sister battalion to the 

D445 VC Battalion. In July 1967, D440 Battalion received 100 replacements from D445 and a local force 

company, who made up the majority of the battle command section and the staff sections.”  
48

 Translator’s Note: A captured Bà Biên Province Party Committee document – dated 22 May 1967 and 

signed by Vũ Đặng (see footnote 44), foreshadowed that a new battalion would be raised in the Province – 

levying 41 personnel (including 10 cadre) from 445 Battalion and other elements in the Province (“Long 

Thành, Xuân Lộc, Long Đất, Châu Đất [sic] and Cao Xu [sic] Districts”). These personnel were to assemble 

at the T.20 Châu Đức Liaison Station on 10 June 1967. Subsequent documents dated 15 August 1967 

revealed the unit’s Letter Box Number (LBN - see also footnote 210) for messages was LBN 61140VT; and 

that the political officer was Nguyễn Hữu Thi and his deputy was Trần Văn Khồi. Several ralliers soon 

provided information on 440 Battalion’s organisation and personnel – 1ATF, Troop Information Sheet, 

No.69, Núi Đất, 5-11 November 1967; and II Field Force – Vietnam (II FFV), Operational Report to 30 

October 1967, Long Bình. 
49

 Translator’s Note: In May 1950, Võ Thị Sáu, a member of the Đất Đỏ Công An Xung Phong was 

captured. She was born in 1933 in Phước Lợi (joined theViệt Minh at the age of 14), sent to Côn Đảo (a 

prison island in the South China Sea), and executed in January 1952. Võ Thị Sáu was made a member of 

the Đảng Lao Động Việt Nam (Vietnamese Labour – ie Communist, Party) on the day before being shot. A 

statue of the female martyr Võ Thị Sáu was erected in Đất Đỏ in 1985. For her story, see the detail in the 

Đất Đỏ District History (2006) - ie Đặng Tấn Hương, Lịch Sử Đấu Tranh Và Xây Dựng Của Đảng Bộ, 

Quân Và Dân Huyện Đất Đỏ (1930-2005), Nhà Xuất Bản Tổng Hợp Đồng Nai, Biên Hòa, 2006. 
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On 10 July 1967, the whole unit deployed to a position at the Suối Rết stream base 

(Tầm Bung, Suối Nho village, Định Quán District). After a month of rest, recuperation 

and restoring the health of the troops, on 16 August, the Province Committee and the 

Province Unit strengthened Group 211’s structure by incorporating into the Battalion: a 

platoon from the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh 445 Battalion; a platoon from the Biên Hòa City 

Unit; and the 9
th

 Company of the Long Khánh District forces.
50

 A number of our 

Battalion’s cadre and soldiers with good specialist skills were added to 445 Battalion
51

, to 

the Districts, and to a number of Province agencies – such as finance and economy, rear 

services, and reconnaissance etc. 

Having been strengthened - and with the unit’s structure and organisation 

stabilised, the personnel strength of the Battalion was 900 comrades; comprising the 

Battalion Headquarters, four companies (three infantry companies: 5, 6, and 9; and the 8
th

 

Fire Support Company) and the combat support platoons. 

The Battalion Headquarters comprised: 

- Comrade Lương Văn Tình (Hai Tình)
52

: Battalion commander; 

                                                 
50

 Translator’s Note:  For pre-formation planning, see also footnotes 47 and 48. According to the Xuân Lộc 

District History (1985), 440 Battalion was formed at the end of 1967, and the District’s 203 Long Khánh 

Local Company provided troops for the Battalion’s K9 Company under Comrade Hồng [sic] Tâm. 440 

Battalion was also known as the “2
nd

 Long Khánh Battalion” – Đảng Bộ Đảng Cộng Sản Việt Nam – 

Huyện Xuân Lộc, Lịch sử Đấu Tranh Cách Mạng Huyện Xuân Lộc, Nhà Xuẩt Bản Đồng Nai, Biên Hòa, 

1985, pp.79-80.  The Ba Ria-Vũng Tàu Party History related: “In July 1967, the COSVN military 

headquarters strengthened the Province with a battalion from Thái Bình Province (the 2
nd

 Battalion – ie 440 

Battalion). When the Battalion arrived, it had 600 troops. The Province detached 200 personnel to 445 

Battalion and took a number of framework cadre (from company to platoon deputy commander level) from 

445 Battalion to strengthen its organisation, to train both military and political aspects – and who were 

familiar with the battlefield, in order to prepare for the fighting that would be full of challenges and 

sacrifice.” - Trần Văn Khánh (et al), Ban Chấp Hành Đảng bộ Tỉnh Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu, Lịch sử Đảng bộ 

Tỉnh Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu (The History of the Party in Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu Province), Tập II, 1954-1975, Nhà 

Xuất bản Chính trị Quốc gia (National Political Publishing House), Hà Nội, 2000, Chapter VII.  According 

to the official Australian military history of the Australian Army in the Vietnam War, 440 Battalion was 

created in “1968” and “commanded by Hai Tinh … consisted of mainly North Vietnamese Army personnel 

and generally operated in Long Khánh Province.” - McNeill, I. & Ekins, A., On the Offensive, op.cit., 2003, 

p.48 and p.280; and later: “was created by COSVN in 1968 from cadres of D445 Battalion, supplemented 

by experienced NVA soldiers infiltrated from North Vietnam. … with a total strength of 300, mostly NVA 

personnel. …  Never a strong unit, D440 Battalion performed poorly in contacts with Australian forces and 

was eventually disbanded in August/September 1970.” -  McNeill, I. & Ekins, A., On the Offensive, op.cit., 

2003, p.48 and p.579 (endnote 251); and Ekins, A. with McNeill, I., Fighting to the Finish, Allen & Unwin, 

Crows Nest, 2012, Appendix I, p.859. For detail on 1ATF’s knowledge of D440 Battalion in late 1967, see 

footnote 65. 
51

 Translator’s Note: According to the 445 Battalion History (1991): “The strength of the Battalion ((445)) 

reached 608. … Additionally, the Battalion appointed a number of cadre as core elements for a battalion of 

northern recruits who had just been allocated to reinforce the Province and had been given the title: 440 

Battalion.” - Chamberlain, E. P., … D445 …, op.cit., 2011, pp.55-56. 
52

 Translator’s Note: The Đồng Nai History (1986) noted Hai Linh as the 440 Battalion commander - Phan 

Ngọc Danh & Trần Quang Toại, Đồng Nai 30 Năm Chiến Tranh Giải Phóng (1945-1975) - (The 30-year 

Liberation Struggle in Đồng Nai), Nhà Xuất Bản Đồng Nai, Đồng Nai, 1986, p.142. As noted in the 

preceding footnote, and according to the Australian official history, 440 Battalion was created by COSVN 

in 1968 and “commanded by Hai Tinh” - McNeill, I. & Ekins, A., On the Offensive, op.cit., 2003, p.48.  In 
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- Comrade Nguyễn Hữu Thi (Hai Thi): Political officer; 

- Comrade Tư Như: Battalion second-in-command; 

- Comrade Nguyễn Hồng Châu (Tư Châu): Battalion second-in-command; 

- Comrade Nguyễn Văn Quang (Hai Quang - Quang Hổ): Deputy political 

officer. 

 

The subordinate sub-units were: 

- 5
th

 Infantry Company: Comrade Nguyễn Văn Bé (Bé Giò)
53

 – Company 

commander; Comrade Trương Quang Ngọ (Hai Ngọ) – Political officer. 

- 6
th

 Infantry Company: Comrade Lâm Bưu – Company commander; 

Comrade Phùng Như Ý (Ba Ý) – Political officer. 

- 9
th

 Infantry Company: Comrade Nguyễn Hùng Tâm – Company 

commander; Comrade Võ Văn Nhan (Mười Nhan) – Political officer. 

- 8
th

 Fire Support Company: Comrade Ba Kim – Company commander; 

Comrade Hải Râu – Political officer. 

- Reconnaissance Platoon: Comrade Tư Quý – Platoon commander; 

Comrade Đinh Văn Rằng – Political officer. 

- Communications Platoon (including both radio
54

 and non-radio): Comrade 

Thanh – Platoon commander; Comrade Thảo – Political officer. 

                                                                                                                                                  
April 1968, captured documents identified the senior cadre of 440 Battalion as Lương Thế Tình - 

Commander, and Nguyễn Hữu Thi as its Political Officer - CDEC Log 04-1530-69.  Lương Thế Tình was 

noted earlier on the staff of 445 Battalion in March 1967 in relation to finance issues – see CDEC Log 05-

3474-67. Born in Nam Định, Lương Văn Tình was killed in 1973 – included in the annexed List of 440 

Battalion Martyrs, p.258, Serial 397. 
53

 Translator’s Note: Nguyễn Văn Bé (Trần Văn Bé aka Tư Bé, aka Bé Giò) – together with Nguyễn Thanh 

Đằng (Năm Đằng, Nguyễn Văn Đằng), was killed by Australian forces at 0745hrs on 4 February 1971 at 

YS 593877 (Cu Nhí is located nearby in the vicinity of YS 580780). Bé Giò and Năm Đằng were reportedly 

among a group of 15 personnel. Recovered documents indicated that Bé Giò had enlisted on 9 January 1961 

and had been promoted to a company commander in D440 Battalion on 21 July 1968. He was promoted to 

Battalion 2ic of D445 Battalion on 4 November 1969. Captured documents found on Bé Giò indicated that 

he was to be transferred to Châu Đức District on 16 August 1970 and promoted to become the Commander 

of the Châu Đức District Unit and concurrently the 2ic of the Bà Rịa Provincial Unit - Annex B to 1ATF 

INTSUM No.35/71, Núi Đất, 4 February 1971. 
54

 Translator’s Note: 440 Battalion’s principal radio communications to higher headquarters (Bà Long 

Province) were in HF morse code, and used the Chinese 102E radio (2-12 MHz, 15w). At 1ATF, 547 Signal 

Troop – a dedicated SIGINT unit, intercepted NVA/VC communications.  440 Battalion’s communication 

traffic was encrypted mostly in a code of four or five  “short-figure” groups - Hampstead, B., 547 Signals 

Troop in Vietnam: The Soldiers’ Perspectives – Deployment, Early Days and the Lead-up to Long Tan, 

Toowoomba, July 2008. Their communications security was reportedly “impeccable” without any “operator 

chatter”, and used a one-time pad (OTP) system that was “unsolvable” – Richards, T. Brigadier (Retd), 

email to author, 1 May 2012. However, when combat was imminent, the Battalion cypher clerks were 

reportedly sometimes withdrawn and lesser security codes used – but these were still quite complex. In 

combat, units would use low-power VHF FM radios – including captured equipment, for communications 

with subordinate companies – which were less liable to interception. The principal captured radios utilized 

for voice communication were the AN/PRC-10 and AN/PRC-25 VHF FM radios – the more capable PRC-

25 had a range of up to eight kilometres (using the short steel tape aerial) and up to about 17 kilometres 

(long whip aerial). While the content of most of the Battalion’s morse radio communications could not be 

decrypted, the site of the unit’s transmitter could be accurately fixed by airborne and ground-based radio 
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Regarding higher leadership and direction:  

Comrade Lê Đình Nhơn (Chín Lê) – secretary of the Province Committee; 

Comrade Đặng Hữu Thuấn (Út Đặng) – commander of the Province Unit; 

Comrade Đỗ Văn Chương (Ba Liên) – political officer and deputy commander of 

the Province Unit; 

Comrade Ba Cân – deputy commander of the Province Unit (directly responsible 

for leadership and guidance of all unit activities); 

 

 Additionally, the Province Committee decided to change the unit’s title to 440 

Battalion.
55

* 

  

 With the attention and assistance of the Province Committee, the Province Unit 

and the people of Bà Rịa-Long Khánh, the unit was equipped with good weapons and 

with formal tactical training. The whole Battalion was determined to struggle and 

overcome all difficulties and challenges; to quickly become familiar with the terrain, 

weather and climate; to make use of its basic tactical training and skills; and to apply 

these in practice during combat and other tasks. 

 At the time when the whole unit was hurriedly preparing for its first engagements, 

the enemy forces discovered the Battalion’s position. Two intelligence companies (of the 

48
th

 Task Force
56

 of the puppet 18
th

 Division) swept deeply into the Battalion’s base in 

the Đồi Dâu area (of Định Quán District). The Battalion Headquarters swiftly deployed a 

force to ambush the enemy - comprising two platoons and two reconnaissance sections – 

led by Comrade Sáu Hổ, the company second-in-command; and Comrade Tư Quý – the 

commander of the Battalion’s reconnaissance platoon. At exactly 5am on 25 September 

1967, the whole of the enemy force fell into the Battalion’s ambush site (in the area of our 

Mười Bông commo-liaison post). After only 15 minutes of combat, the troops of 440 

Battalion had inflicted heavy casualties on any enemy company. The remainder of the 

enemy fled back to the town of Long Khánh. 

 With the coordination and assistance of the Party leadership and our secret agents 

in Long Khánh-Định Quán, 440 Battalion conducted a number of counter-sweep battles; 

                                                                                                                                                  
direction-finding operations. Additionally, intelligence could be gleaned from the “externals” of messages 

and other factors. Reportedly, if coding material had not been delivered from COSVN, it was not 

uncommon for NVA/VC units to be in low-grade cipher for extended periods – “manna from heaven for the 

SIGINT unit at Núi Đất.” – translator’s discussions with 547 Signal Troop veterans, 2011-2012. Aware of 

Allied intercept operations, for security 440 Battalion relied on couriers and a postal system whenever 

possible (see footnote 210) - ie rather than radio communications. According to a US confidential-level 

study, 440 Battalion’s radio equipment comprised: one AN/PRC-10 radio and one AN/PRC-25 radio, both 

VHF equipment – CICV, Report MACJ231-6, op.cit., 14 July 1969. For 440 Battalion radio 

communications, see also footnote 137. 
55

* 16 August of each year became the heritage day of the 440 Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Battalion. Translator’s 

Note: For 1ATF’s early knowledge of 440 Battalion, see footnote 66 – and also, subsequently: de Cure, P.F. 

Major, D440 LF Battalion, HQ 1ATF – Núi Đất, 29 September 1969. 
56

 Translator’s Note: Literally “chiến đoàn”. However, at this time, the formation was more correctly titled 

the “48
th

 Regiment”. 
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destroyed strategic hamlets on Route 2 and in the areas of Cẩm Đường, Mây Tào and 

Rừng Lá; attacked and reduced the enemy’s strength; consolidated the areas in which we 

had bases; and supported the Revolutionary Movement in the countryside and assisted its 

development. Importantly, in only a short period of time, the whole Battalion had fought 

skilfully and had gained a clear understanding of the enemy soldiers’ tactical tricks on the 

battlefield; and was gradually developing its own combat forté of “attacking posts and 

destroying enemy relief forces” – as well as striking against subsequent enemy sweeping 

operations. 

 ((P.39)):  After defeating the Americans’ second Dry Season counter-offensive 

(1966-1967), COSVN received direction on the Politburo’s new Strategic Resolution: 

“Exploit the current situation immediately, create every circumstance and 

opportunity to win successive and comprehensive victories – with each one bigger 

than the last.  Advance to the General Offensive and General Uprising.” 

 

The 5
th

 COSVN Conference (1967) confirmed the coming tasks with an urgent 

spirit to take the initiative, to counter-attack, to attack continuously, to wipe out much of 

the enemy’s strength and many of the enemy’s units from company level up to the level 

of the Americans’ regiments, brigades and task forces. The Americans’ “two-pincer” 

strategy was to be defeated, and both our posture and forces were to be developed. The 

three types of forces would move apace with the requirements of the situation and launch 

the General Offensive and General Uprising – and thus achieve the Strategic Resolution 

of the Centre. 

At the beginning of the Wet Season in 1967, the COSVN Political Office 

conducted a series of political activities among the armed forces with the aim of ensuring 

a thorough understanding of the Central Military Committee’s Directive for the 

programme of: “Heightening quality, developing the fighting strength of the people’s 

armed forces and resolving to strike and defeat the American invaders”. The 

programme’s elements were: to raise up the political and ideological quality of the cadre 

and soldiers; increase the level of diligence and positivity; move quickly to overcome any 

negative phenomenon; raise up the spirit of unity; thoroughly implement the Party line 

and higher orders and directions; complete all development, work and combat tasks; and 

resolutely strike and defeat the foreign American aggressors. Together with political 

activity, the Province’s armed units urgently developed their organisations. The numbers 

of leaders and cadre were brought to full strength, the political structures were fully 

staffed – and organisations, establishments and equipment were strengthened etc.  

During the activities of Summer-Autumn 1967, the armed forces on the Eastern 

Region battlefield fought hundreds of engagements, including two at divisional level and 

two at regimental level. These inflicted heavy casualties on the enemy. We removed two 

American infantry battalions from the fighting – as well as an American artillery 

battalion, a puppet battalion, and two puppet armoured companies etc. In particular, on 12 
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May 1967, the 724
th

 Regiment launched an artillery attack on Biên Hòa airfield, 

destroying 150 aircraft of various types and killing and wounding many of the enemy.
57

 

In order to continue with the building of our strength and the implementation of 

the Party’s Strategic Resolution, on 2 October 1967, the Standing Committee of COSVN 

disseminated its Resolution on “Strongly advancing the Winter-Spring Campaign for 

1967-1968 and moving towards a decisive victory”. The Directive was promulgated to 

the Region Committees, the Military Region Committees, the Province Committees, and 

the headquarters of the Province Units with instructions: “Immediately push forward 

strongly with the Winter-Spring Campaign for 1967-1968, develop the capability for 

comprehensive attacks without interruption across all of the battlefields, and seize a 

decisive victory.” After clearing enunciating the specific requirements and tasks for the 

military and political sectors, the Directive confirmed: in order to achieve a “Great 

Winter-Spring Victory” and to create the conditions for implementing the Strategic 

Resolution, it was necessary to guarantee strong ideological leadership and political 

mobilisation. “The whole Party, the whole people and the whole of the military must very 

clearly understand the new situation, the new capabilities and the new times – and 

advance to a new high point. Our resolve must be high, and our efforts extraordinary. We 

must overcome all hardships and sacrifices, liquidate all negative and neutral 

phenomenon, and rush forward with victorious momentum etc. Seizing our military and 

political victories across all the battlefields, our troops will be fired with enthusiasm, and 

be motivated to rush forward and defeat the invading American aggressors and their 

lackeys.” Our operational motto will be: “Strike the Americans, overthrow the puppets, 

and put political power into the hands of the people.”
58

*  

At the end of October 1967, COSVN officially received the Directive from the 

Party Politburo on preparations for the General Offensive and General Uprising. On 25 

October 1967, COSVN promulgated its Resolution on the General Offensive and 

Uprising for the B2
59

 battlefield - codenamed the “Quang Trung
60

 Resolution”. In a spirit 

of extreme urgency, the Military Committee and the COSVN Headquarters gave 

instructions - while rapidly preparing the battlefield and the forces to meet the 

                                                 
57

 Translator’s Note: At 0100hrs on 12 May 1967, an NVA artillery unit – the 84A Artillery Regiment, fired 

122mm rockets into Biên Hòa airfield – in conjunction with shelling by 82mm mortars and 75mm RCLs. 47 

122mm rockets were fired from a position north-northeast of the airfield. This was the first 122mm rocket 

attack against installations in the III Corps area and was supported by elements of the 273
rd

 Regiment of the 

9
th

 VC Division. Originally an element of the 351
st
 NVA Artillery Division, the 84A Regiment was 

redesignated “Group 724” and began moving into the South in March 1966 – see VCAT Item No. 

168300010688. 
58

* The Party Committee – Headquarters Military Region 7: The History of the Work of the Party and 

Political Work of the Armed Forces of Military Region 7, People’s Armed Forces Publishing House, Hà 

Nội, 2003, p.189. 
59

 Translator’s Note: As noted earlier, the B2 “Bulwark” Front - created in 1961, encompassed all the 

provinces of Nam Bộ, as well as the five southern provinces of Military Region 5 in southern Trung Bộ: ie 

Ninh Thuận, Bình Thuận, Quảng Đức, Tuyên Đức, and Lâm Đồng. See Trần Văn Tra, Vietnam: History of 

the Bulwark B2 Theatre, Văn Nghệ, Hồ Chí Minh City, 1982. See the map at Appendix 6. 
60

 Translator’s Note: Nguyễn Huệ - also known as the Emperor Quang Trung (b. 1752 – d. 1793) of the Tây 

Sơn dynasty, was one of the most successful military commanders in Vietnamese history. 



31 

 

requirements of the General Offensive and General Uprising – and also directing the 

implementation of the 1967-1968 Dry Season activities which were a step in creating our 

dispositions for the General Offensive and General Uprising. 

As with other regions in the South, the time period for the preparations for the 

General Offensive and General Uprising in the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh region was only three 

months. A mass of significant tasks were ordered: organising the battlefield, organising 

our forces, guaranteeing a system of rear service support etc. Among these, the Province 

Unit requested that Party and political work at all levels within the armed forces should 

take an important position with the aim of ensuring that the Centre’s Resolution was 

thoroughly grasped, the situation and tasks fully understood, and that the boundless 

energy of the cadre and soldiers was mobilised to win a decisive victory. 

((P.43)):  The task of political education and ideological leadership was seen as 

one of the critical elements in the programme to prepare for the General Offensive and 

General Uprising of Tết Mậu Thân 1968. A large phase of political action was organised 

among all the armed forces with the aim of ensuring a thorough understanding of the 

Resolutions of the Politburo, COSVN and the COSVN Military Committee so that every 

cadre and soldier in the units was clearly aware of the historical opportunity, the 

responsibilities and the glorious mission that the Party had given the armed forces. It was 

fully understood that the Eastern Region was the primary battleground, with Sài Gòn-Gia 

Định as the decisive battlefield. Tasks for each force and each unit were clearly grasped. 

In particularly, the spirit of “Face death so that the Fatherland might live” was mobilised. 

There was a determination to “win a decisive victory” – especially among the sapper 

units, special task groups, and assault forces. Security precautions were taken to ensure 

secrecy, and Party
61

 work increased. The requirement for continuous attacks was 

understood, and preparations made. These included emphasising that Party and political 

activities during the fighting needed to always keep closely connected to the events 

unfolding during phases of the attacks and uprisings and be mobilised in time. Because of 

the need for extreme secrecy, the actual tasks and specific objectives were only 

disseminated to the leaderships at a determined time. 

                                                 
61

 Translator’s Note: Political cadre – ie members of the Party or its Labour Youth Group (Đoàn), operated 

at all levels within 440 Battalion, with the Battalion’s political officer as the senior political cadre. At the 

division and regiment levels, the senior political cadre was titled “chính ủy” – ie “political commissar”. For 

the role and operation of political cadre in a VC local force battalion, see Annexes F and G in Chamberlain, 

E. P., The Viet Cong D445 Battalion …, op.cit., 2011. In mid-1966, D445 Battalion was 393-strong - and 

29.2% of its personnel were Party members, and another 36% were members of the Party’s Labour Youth 

Group (Đoàn). Like other Việt Cộng personnel, the political officers (ie cadre) did not have formal military 

rank - ie lieutenant, captain etc. Rather, their status was recorded in military-type functional grades ie 

“Battalion commander level cadre”, “platoon deputy commander cadre”.  During infiltration into the South, 

NVA personnel routinely physically abandoned their rank and other insignia and adopted “functional 

titles”. However, in many formations and units this was nominal, and their military ranks were used – see 

Advanced Research Projects Agency, Basic Profile: NVA PW – MR3, Summary Report No.15, 

Washington, 14 January 1971, VCAT Item No. 2321314001. 1ATF broadly disseminated an article on “The 

Authority of NVA Military and Political Officers” in 1ATF Troop Information Sheet No.36, Núi Đất, 10-16 

April 1967. 
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Although suffering heavy defeat on the battlefields, the Americans, their puppets 

and their vassals still stubbornly launched sweeping operations and blocked access into 

many important areas – especially areas around Biên Hòa, Long Khánh, Bà Rịa, Vũng 

Tàu, and important communication routes such as Route 1 and Route 15. Particularly on 

Route 2, the 11
th

 Armored Regiment stationed at the Suối Râm base (Long Khánh) 

continuously joined with American infantry, vassal military forces and puppet forces to 

conduct very violent sweeps into the area with the aim of wiping out the revolutionary 

armed forces and controlling our strategic movement corridors. At Long Thành (Biên 

Hòa), the “Royal Cobra Division”
62

 – of the Thai vassals, deployed forces to a base at 

Nước Trọng. Additionally, they built and occupied external outposts along Route 15 to 

defend their communications artery from Vũng Tàu to Sài Gòn. 

Although the revolutionary situation faced many difficulties, the Province 

Committee and the Province Unit of Bà Rịa-Long Khánh were still determined to direct 

the Province’s armed forces to hold fast to their revolutionary attacking spirit, to 

resolutely hold-on to territory – and to wear down and destroy the enemy’s strength. 

Together with the whole of COSVN, they would defeat the second strategic counter-

offensive by the Americans and their puppets and prepare for the strategic opportunity to 

launch the General Offensive and General Uprising with the aim of bringing the 

Revolutionary Movement in the South to a new period. 

In this situation, the Province’s main-force
63

 units (440 Battalion and 445 

Battalion), the District companies, and the people’s guerrilla forces (both overt and secret 

forces) all actively prepared their combat plans to strike against the enemy. Of particular 

emphasis was organising cooperation with the rear service groups of COSVN, the 

Military Region and the Province; preparing food and provisions, and weapons and 

ammunition for the fighting troops; and at the same time creating large storehouses of 

reserves in the base areas. The Province Committee decided to establish Group 30 with 

the task of moving weapons from the Đồng Nai River to the Province base area. In 

coordination with the Party organisations and civil administration, in a timely manner 

Group 30 successfully completed its task of distributing weapons to the units in accord 

with their combat responsibilities. 

In October 1967, on the actual battlefield, the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province Unit 

decided to establish an Engineer Company – by withdrawing 40 soldiers from 440 

Battalion’s 8
th

 Company and creating two platoons. The Company commander was 

Comrade Nguyễn Văn Tấn, and the political officer was Comrade Lê Thông Thuật. The 

platoon and section-level cadre were comrades that had each experienced the battlefield, 

and had technical knowledge and core engineer skills. The key weapons equipping the 

Company were anti-tank mines that the Company had produced itself. These were the 

                                                 
62

 Translator’s Note: Literally: “Mãng Xà Vương”. The Royal Thai Army Volunteer Regiment (the Queen's 

Cobras) arrived at the US Bearcat base (about 35 kilometres northeast of Sài Gòn; north of the Long Thành 

District capital) in September 1967. The Thai Black Panther Division (5,700 troops) was complete at 

Bearcat in February 1969. See also footnote 31. 
63

 Translator’s Note: US and Australian forces referred to both 440 Battalion and 445 Battalion as “local 

force” units. The 274
th

 and 275
th

 VC Regiments were regarded as “main-force” formations. See also 

footnote 9. 
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types of mines that the unit created from unexploded enemy bombs and shells. They were 

collected and, having been sawn open, the explosives were removed, divided up, and 

affixed into sheet iron or thin steel frameworks - with either convex or concave shapes. 

Next, explosive detonators were fitted – but sometimes the explosives had to be just 

wrapped into simple packages made of sheets of plastic layered together. Additionally, 

there were a very limited number of weapons provided by the Province Unit and a 

number of anti-tank weapons (B10 [sic], B41)
64

.  The primary task of the Company was 

to use its technical engineering skills to create a tight belt around the Suối Râm base (the 

base of the American 11
th

 Armored Brigade [sic]) with the aim of limiting to the 

maximum that Brigade’s attacks and relief operations on the Province’s battlefields. The 

Company’s tactics were to ambush and interdict each section of Route 2 and the 

intersections around our bases at Bảo Bình, Cẩm Mỹ, Bình Ba, Suối Nghệ etc. Their 

methods of implementing these tactics were quite diverse. However, the most common 

was to deploy mine ambush sites along the enemy’s operational routes and in the area 

according to the terrain. Strong firepower teams comprising B40s and B41s were ready to 

destroy the enemy’s tanks, armoured vehicles, and mechanised vehicles – and also their 

reactive firepower once our mines had been detonated. 

Together with the whole COSVN area, the Revolutionary Movement in Bà Rịa-

Long Khánh Province experienced new developments, and the difficulties were gradually 

overcome – and the real strength of the Revolution developed substantially. The ranks of 

our cadres, soldiers, and our revolutionary organisations - trained in difficult tests, came-

of-age day-by-day. Through the reality of combat, 440 Battalion
65

 – together with their 

                                                 
64

 Translator’s Note: The B10 is an obsolescent Soviet 82mm recoilless rifle – the Chinese variant, the Type 

65, has a tripod mount and a maximum range of 1,750 metres. However, “B10” might be a typing error – 

and “B40” intended. The B40 is an 80mm (warhead), 1.84kg (warhead), shoulder-fired  rocket-propelled 

grenade (RPG-2) with a  maximum effective range against stationary targets of 150m and capable of 

penetrating 180mm of armour. The B41 is an 85mm (warhead), 2.25kg (warhead), shoulder-fired rocket-

propelled grenade (RPG-7) with a maximum effective range of 500 metres and capable of penetrating 

300mm of armour. 
65

 Translator’s Note: 1ATF confirmed the presence of D440 Battalion in late September 1967. Earlier in 

September 1967, a rallier (C94 Engineer Company) from the 5
th

 VC Division stated that “a new battalion 

had infiltrated from North Vietnam” – the “Bắc Ninh Battalion”, also known as the “Kểt Nghĩa” 

(“Brotherhood Pledge”) Battalion; and that it would “assist D445 Bn”.  Soon after its arrival, the new 

Battalion was reportedly tasked in a rice procurement role in the Rừng Sắc near Phước Hòa village (YS 

2863). Subsequently in mid-September, a D445 Battalion rallier reported that the “Bắc Ninh Battalion” had 

infiltrated from North Vietnam in September 1967, was located in southern Long Khánh Province, and 

would combine with D445 Battalion for operations in Bà Biên Province. The “Bắc Ninh Battalion” was 

included on the 1ATF enemy order-of-battle with a strength of “400” and “unlocated” – 1ATF, Intelligence 

Review No.13, Núi Đất, 1 October 1967. In early October, the Bắc Ninh Battalion was reported in the Cai 

Nha forest – three kilometres west of the Đồng Nai River. In early November 1967, 1ATF noted 

“documentary evidence, with some support from one rallier’s statement” and accepted “the introduction of 

a new local force battalion, D440.” – and assessed the strength of 440 Battalion (still listed as the “Bắc 

Ninh Battalion”), as 400 – “located north-east of Xuan Loc in Long Khanh Province.” - 1ATF Intelligence 

Review No.14, Núi Đất, 5 November 1967.  In late November, the “Kểt Nghĩa” or “Bắc Ninh” Battalion 

was redesignated by 1ATF in its order-of-battle as “D440 Bn” – “strength 400”, and “believed to be located 

to the north-east of Xuân Lộc  ” – “vicinity YS 5724’, but “could be redeployed further south to assist D445 

Bn.” – 1ATF, Intelligence Review No.15, Núi Đất, 2 December 1967. See also Chamberlain, E.P., … D445 
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brothers in 445 Battalion, progressively increased their tactical standards to become the 

“main-force fist” of the Province with sufficient strength to meet the tasks and 

requirements of the Revolution.
66

 

In December 1967
67

, the Politburo Executive Committee’s Political Conference 

promulgated a Resolution: “To mobilise the greatest effort of the whole of the Party, the 

whole armed forces and the whole people of the two regions to bring our Revolution to its 

highest level of development through the means of a General Offensive and General 

Uprising to win a decisive victory.” The Resolution also clearly stated: “The important 

and urgent task of the whole party, the whole military and the whole of the people of the 

two regions is to conduct the General Offensive and General Uprising across the whole of 

the South and to win a new strategic victory.”
68

* 

Based on the Politburo Resolution, the Military Committee of COSVN 

Headquarters promulgated a Directive on political tasks for the liberation armed forces in 

the South. The contents of the Directive focused on the large issues: increasing political 

and ideological education, building a high fighting spirit and resolve, continuing to 

thoroughly grasp and fully achieve the Party’s military line etc. The Directive stressed: 

“Strive to build solidly-based Party organisations and ranks of cadre in both quantity and 

quality, in their political, tactical, and technical standards – regardless of the situation, in 

order to overcome all obstacles and - with their exceptional courage and determination, 

bring the Anti-American Resistance War of National Salvation to complete victory. 

                                                                                                                                                  
…, op.cit., 2011, Annex K.  Any connection of 440 Battalion to Bắc Ninh Province in North Vietnam is not 

apparent – ie as the Battalion was raised from an element of the 304
th

 NVA Division in Thanh Hóa and Hòa 

Bình Provinces of North Vietnam, and a large number of its personnel appear to have been born in Thái 

Bình Province. “Bắc Ninh Unit” was the cover designator for the VC Tuy Phước District Unit in Bình Định 

Province – see CDEC Log 10-2446-66. 
66

 Translator’s Note: According to a USMACV report: ““The 440 Battalion was first noted in contact on 27 

November 1967, in coordination with its sister battalion, D445, in an attack against Long Khanh Province 

capital … to commemorate: the Cochin China Uprising - 23 Nov 67 [sic]; the activation of the NLFSVN – 

20 Dec 67 [sic]; and the activation of the People’s Army (PAVN). … This attack was considered successful 

and the D440 Battalion received praise as an effective unit, capable of liberating South Vietnam from the 

‘American aggressors and puppet government.’ ” – CICV, Report MACJ231-6, op.cit., 14 July 1969. No 

such engagement is recorded in the D445 History (1991) – see Chamberlain, E.P., … D455 …, op.cit., 

2011. However, Long Điền Town was attacked and mortared by VC forces early on 28 November – 1ATF, 

INTSUM No.332-67, Núi Đất, 28 November 1967. 
67

 Translator’s Note: According to the Đồng Nai Monograph – see footnote 52 also: “ … 440 Battalion was 

called the 2
nd

 Battalion – Long Khánh. On the 22/23 December ((1967)), with the support of 3rd Battalion 

of the 4th ((274th))  Regiment, the 240th  Company and the 2nd Battalion were ordered to attack the 

position of the Thai Battalion at Vườn Điều ((Phước Thọ village, Nhơn Trạch District)) and the American 

10th Group at Bàu Điền. In the attack on Vườn Điều, a Thai battalion was wiped out and 10 enemy 

captured. However, when withdrawing, our liberation soldiers were attacked from the rear by two American 

companies with 30 tanks supported by 50 helicopters. Although our objective was achieved, the price was 

very high: 64 soldiers were killed and 173 were wounded.” - Trần Thị Minh Hoàng (foreword), Địa Chí 

Đồng Nai (Đồng Nai Monograph), Nhà Xuẩt Bản Tồng Hợp Đồng Nai, Biên Hòa, Book 1 – 1967, 2001. 

However, it is likely that the “2
nd

 Battalion” mentioned above may be the 2
nd

 Battalion of the 274
th

 

Regiment – ie not 440 Battalion. 
68

* Events in the History of the Party, The Objective Information (Thông Tin Lý Luận) Publishing House, 

Hà Nội, 1995, Book III, pp.406-407. 
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II. Participating in the General Offensive and General Uprising of Spring 

1968 on the Long Khánh Battlefield. 

 

((P.49)):  Based on the Politburo Resolution, COSVN, the Military Committee 

and the COSVN Headquarters promulgated a plan for the General Offensive and General 

Uprising in the South. The main objectives for the B2 battlefield (Nam Bộ, the far south 

of Trung Bộ, and the southern part of the Central Highlands)
69

 were the city of Sài Gòn-

Gia Định and the Eastern Nam Bộ region. The targets to be seized were the cities and 

towns, breaking up the major part of the puppet and vassal forces, overthrowing the 

puppet administration at all levels, changing the complexion of the battlefield to the 

Revolution’s advantage, and creating new dispositions and power in order to win a 

decisive victory. 

To coincide with the situation, COSVN decided to re-arrange the battlefield, 

breaking up Eastern Nam Bộ and establishing five Sub-Regions to become the thrust-

lines for the attack on Sài Gòn-Gia Định.
70

* In Eastern Nam Bộ, the provinces of Bà Rịa-

Long Khánh and Biên Hòa were re-organised. Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province consisted of 

Vũng Tàu Town, Bà Rịa Town, Long Khánh Town, and the districts of Long Đất, Châu 

Đức, Xuyên Mộc, Định Quán, Xuân Lộc, and Cao Su
71

. Comrade Lê Đình Nhơn (Chín 

Lê) was the secretary of the Province Committee; Comrades Phạm Văn Hy (Tư Hy), 

Nguyễn Trọng Cát (Ba Đắc) were deputy secretaries of the Province Committee; and 

Comrade Đặng Hữu Thuấn (Út Đặng) was the commander of the Province Unit with 

Comrades Phạm Lạc (Tư Lạc) and Đỗ Văn Chương (Ba Liên) as deputy commanders. 

In Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province, COSVN appointed Comrade Nguyễn Ngọc Tân 

(Hai Lực) – the former secretary of the Eastern Region Committee as its special envoy to 

directly develop plans and tasks for the General Offensive and General Uprising in the 

local area – as well as coordinating the attack on Sài Gòn. On 26 and 27 January 1968, 

Comrade Hai Lực arrived at the Suối Thề base (Sông Ray) to disseminate the plan to Bà 

Rịa-Long Khánh Province. With a full understanding of the concrete guidance from 

COSVN and the Military Committee of the COSVN Headquarters, the Bà Rịa-Long 

Khánh Province Committee issued a resolution clearly directing: “Mobilise the whole 

Party, the whole of the people and the military of the Province for extraordinary efforts 

and the highest determination to fulfil the mission of the simultaneous General Offensive 

and General Uprising on the whole battlefield with a truly strong three-pronged attack.
72

 

The method of attack and uprising was: to coordinate striking both internally and 

externally; to attack simultaneously – but there were priorities; to concentrate our forces 

                                                 
69

 Translator’s Note: For the B2 Front - see footnotes 24 and 59. 
70

* On the Sài Gòn-Gia Định Front, COSVN established Sub-Region 6. 
71

 Translator’s Note: Cao Su (ie “Rubber”) District covered the plantation areas in the very north of Phước 

Tuy Province and southern Long Khánh Province. For an overview of communist activities, see a Military 

Region 7 report of 20 May 1970 – VCAT Item No. 2121702016; and COSVN strategy at footnotes 100, 

116, 136, 140 and 187. 
72

 Translator’s Note: Three-pronged or three spearhead attacks - literally: “ba mũi giáp công”, was a term 

meaning military action, political action, and propaganda/proselytising/agitation among enemy troops. 
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on key targets; to attack decisively and make a strong impact on the enemy throughout 

the Province - and the centres of gravity for the attack and uprising were the towns of Bà 

Rịa and Long Khánh etc.” 

According to the secret COSVN Headquarters Directive, H-hour on D-Day across 

the whole COSVN area was the night of the 30
th

 of Tết Mậu Thân (ie 31 January 1968).
73

 

Before setting forth for battle, the Headquarters of the Liberation Armed Forces of the 

South issued an Order-of-the-Day to all the cadre and soldiers as follows: 

One: Rush forward with great courage; attack decisively and unceasingly; 

cooperate closely with the political and military proselytising struggles; annihilate 

a truly large number of American and vassal troops; and shatter the puppet 

military and the puppet authorities. Every cadre and soldier must resolutely fulfil 

their combat task. Every unit and each local area must decisively win and seize 

their targets. 

Two: Exploit to the greatest extent our heroic revolutionary ideology; 

make every sacrifice; overcome all hardships and difficulties; and fight 

continuously, explosively, resolutely and thoroughly. Shatter every enemy 

counter-attack; firmly maintain the revolutionary standpoint; be steadfast no 

matter what the situation; be determined to win continuous victories – and win 

completely. 

Three: Strictly implement all battlefield discipline and the policies of the 

Front; strive to protect and assist the people; conduct propaganda and mobilise the 

masses to implement all the policies of the Front. 

 

In prosecuting the General Offensive and Uprising of the Mậu Thân Spring of 

1968 - apart from COSVN’s main-force units, the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province armed 

forces had their two battalions (440 Battalion and 445 Battalion), and the Districts and the 

towns also had their concentrated companies and special operations units. The villages 

and the towns had “A” and “B” forces and people’s guerrillas. The Province Unit 

decided: 440 Battalion would have the task to attack and annihilate the enemy in Long 

Khánh. Apart from its current weaponry and equipment, Province provided the unit 

additionally with 1,600 82mm mortar rounds. 

The balance of forces between us and the enemy at that time comprised:  

the enemy – with three American brigades (173
rd

 Airborne Brigade; two 

infantry brigades – the 199
th

 and the 314
th

), the 11
th

 Armoured Brigade at 

Suối Râm (Long Khánh), the II Field Force Headquarters at Long Bình, 

and artillery bases at Gia Ray, Sông Thao, Trảng Bom, and Suối Dĩa etc, 

and a Thai regiment at Long Thành and Nhơn Trạch. The puppet military 

comprised five infantry battalions (of the 18
th

 Infantry Division), 46 

Regional Force companies, five parachute and marine battalions, two 

artillery regiments, the 1
st
 Task Force of Australian and New Zealand 

                                                 
73

 Translator’s Note: For more detail on NVA/VC confusion and a belated start to the 1968 Tết Mậu Thân 

attacks in Phước Tuy Province, see footnote 80 and Chamberlain, E.P., … D445 …, op.cit., 2011, pp.56-57, 

in particular f.206. 
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vassals based in Bà Rịa, an armoured regiment, seven combat support 

companies, two Ranger battalions, and thousands of Popular Forces, public 

security personnel, Police Field Force, and People’s Self-Defence Force
74

 

personnel. Additionally, their air force elements at the Tân Sơn Nhất and 

Biên Hòa airfields were ready to provide support. In the Bà Rịa-Long 

Khánh area, the enemy had a large number of troops armed with modern 

weapons and equipment – together with the tactical support of many arms 

and services such as artillery, tanks and aircraft. 

 

Consequently, the tasks of our Province’s armed forces were very difficult and 

complex. For this reason, the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province Committee confirmed the 

basic tasks of the Province’s armed forces in the General Offensive and Uprising of 

Spring 1968 were: to attack and wipe out the enemy’s strength, coordinate with the 

uprising of the revolutionary masses, and take control of the towns of Bà Rịa and Long 

Khánh. 

With regard to leadership and direction, the Province Committee decided to 

establish two Forward Front Headquarters. 

- For Bà Rịa Town: Comrade Lê Đình Nhơn (Chín Lê) – the Province 

secretary, was concurrently the political commissar of the Front; Comrade 

Đặng Hữu Thuấn (Út Đặng) – the Province Unit commander, was 

concurrently the commander of the Front; and Comrade Phạm Văn Hy – 

the deputy secretary of the Province Committee, was the Permanent 

Committee member. 445 Battalion’s task was to attack and wipe out the 

Province’s Regional Forces Group, the Province Chief’s offices, the 

logistics area, the police training school, the military Sector, the prison, 

and the enemy’s positions within the Town. 

- For Long Khánh Town: Comrade Lê Sắc Nghi – a member of the 

Permanent Committee of the Province, was concurrently the political 

commissar of the Front; Comrade Phạm Lạc – the deputy commander of 

the Province Unit, was concurrently the commander of the Front; and a 

number of Committee members and combat support cadre were members 

of the Permanent Committee. The tasks for 440 Battalion were: to attack 

and take control of Long Khánh Town and the Districts of Xuân Lộc and 

Định Quán; coordinate with the District troops of Xuân Lộc and Cao Su, 

and the special operation forces of Long Khánh Town to attack and seize 

the enemy’s defended camps and posts in the adjacent areas; to support the 

uprising by the masses; and to wipe out the tyrants and oppressors. 
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 Translator’s Note: The Sài Gòn Government’s People’s Self-Defence Force (PSDF - Nhân Dân Tự Vệ - 

often termed Phòng Vệ Dân Sự by the communist side) was established in July 1968 after the mid-year 

General Mobilisation (ie post-Tết 1968). The PSDF superseded earlier militia – ie the Combat Youth, 

Popular Militia and the Revolutionary Development People’s Group. The PSDF encompassed males aged 

16-17 and 39-50 years. See the PSDF Handbook – 1969, VCAT Item No. 14040111001. 
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Additionally, the Province Committee decide to disband the Party Affairs 

Committee of Xuyên Mộc District and re-establish the Xuyên Mộc District Committee 

with the aim of strengthening the leadership of the Party elements within the armed forces 

under the new circumstances. Comrade Sáu Lùn was appointed as the secretary of the 

District Committee; Comrade Dương Văn Đông (Ba Bộ) became the deputy secretary; 

and Comrade Bảy Thùng was the commander of the District Unit.
75

 

((P.55)):  In implementation of the orders from the higher authorities, in Phase 1 – 

from 31 January to 25 February 1968, all the cadre and soldiers of 440 Battalion urgently 

prepared to enter the fighting: “Resolved to die, so that the Fatherland might live”. 

Representing the Party Committee of the Battalion Headquarters, Comrade Lương Văn 

Tình – the Battalion commander, expressed his determination to fight and read Uncle 

Hồ’s Spring poem: 

“This Spring is completely different to Springs past, 

The news of victories spreads happiness across our land, 

The North and the South compete to strike the American bandits, 

Forward ! 

Our complete victory is certain !”
76

* 

 

The call of the COSVN Headquarters read: 

“Comrades ! 

The American bandits will be soundly defeated, 

The battle’s bugle call for independence and freedom resounds, 

The Annamite Chain has completely changed, 

Waves are boiling on the Mekong River, 

Comrades, be worthy of the heroic Vietnamese people, deserving of the 

title ‘Impregnable fortress of the Fatherland’, and worthy of the stamp of 

the courageous and unsurpassable liberation armed forces. 

Our complete victory is certain.” 

 

These were the principal orders for the fighting and for victory, urging all the 

units into the great battles with the momentum of Spring. The Battalion headquarters, the 

company and platoon cadre all exchanged views, gathered around map models, and made 

combat plans. The soldiers used the time to clean their weapons, get additional 

ammunition magazines, arrange everything neatly, and expectantly awaited orders to 

deploy. Many comrades took the time to write slogans like “Resolve to die so that the 

Fatherland might live” to tie on the headbands of their soft caps. Everything was ready ! 

On the afternoon of 29 January 1968 (ie the 1
st
 day of Tết), the whole of the 

Battalion moved from the Đồi Dâu base to the edge of the jungle beside the “Rice-hulling 

Mill” base
77

*, adjacent to the targets that had been selected. 
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 Translator’s Note: See – Võ Kim Hanh (et al), Xuyên Mộc Kháng Chiến 1945-1975 (The Resistance War 

in Xuyên Mộc), Nhà Xuất Bản Đồng Nai, Biên Hòa, 1989.  
76

* Hồ Chí Minh: Complete Works, National Political Publishing House, Hà Nội, Book 13, p.328. 
77

 * The “Rice-Hulling Mill Base” was located in the area beside the edge of the jungle at Bảo Vinh village 

– and was the rear services base of Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province. Here were concentrated many rice-
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The first column was responsible for the north of Long Khánh Town and 

comprised two companies, and was commanded directly by Comrade Phan Thanh Hà – 

the chief-of-staff of the Battalion. 

- 5
th

 Company: Led by Nguyễn Văn Bé (Bé Giò) – the company 

commander, with Comrade Trương Quang Ngọ as political officer, had the 

task of attacking the communications centre. 

- 6
th

 Company: Led by Comrade Lâm Bưu – the company commander, with 

Comrade Phùng Nhự Ý as political officer, had the task of attacking the 

headquarters of the puppet 43
rd

 Infantry Regiment (at the Nhỏ Market 

intersection). 

- A reconnaissance section, and an infantry section from the 5
th

 Company – 

led by Comrade Lương Ngọc Căn (the deputy commander of the 

reconnaissance platoon) had the task of attacking the offices of the village 

council. 

 

The second column was responsible for the west of Long Khánh Town and was 

directly led by Comrade Nguyễn Hồng Châu (Tư Châu) – the deputy commander of the 

Battalion, and comprised: the 9
th

 Infantry Company (with Comrade Nguyễn Hùng Tâm as 

commander, and Comrade Hồng Kỳ Nam
78

 as its political officer) - with a company of 

the 84 (COSVN) Rear Service Group in support, and had the task of attacking the CIA 

intelligence office, the 33
rd

 Tactical Sub-Zone
79

, and the Province Chief’s offices. 

The third column was led by Comrade Lương Văn Tình (the Battalion 

commander) in the east and south of the Town and comprised all of the firepower of the 

8
th

 Company (led by Comrade Ba Kim as the Company commander, with Hải as the 

Company political officer). This group established two firing positions in Bảo Định 

hamlet and Xuân Định hamlet in order to shell the Hoàng Diệu post, the Long Khánh 

tactical airfield, the artillery sites, the armoured area, and the Headquarters of the puppet 

18
th

 Infantry Division. 

On the 28
th

 and 29
th

 of January 1968 (ie the 30
th

 and the 1
st
 day of Tết Mậu Thân) 

the whole of the South simultaneously launched the General Offensive and Uprising.
80

 

                                                                                                                                                  
milling facilities that supplied the people of Bảo Vinh, Bảo Chánh and Bình Lộc – and rice was sold or 

given to the Revolution, and to supply 440 Battalion and other units. 
78

 Translator’s Note: Hồng Kỳ Nam – as the commander of the Xuân Lộc District Unit was later captured 

on 1 April 1970 – see footnote 206. 
79

 Translator’s Note: The 33
rd

 Tactical Sub-Zone was part of the III Corps Tactical Zone (CTZ). The Sub-

Zone comprised the Provinces of Bình Tuy, Phước Tuy, Long Khánh, Biên Hòa and the town of Vũng Tàu 

– see the maps at Appendices 5 and 6.  In July 1970, each of the four Corps Tactical Zones became a 

Military Region, and the level of Sub-Zone was eliminated - Presidential Decree 614b-TT/SL, Military 

Repartition of the National Territory, Saigon, 1 July 1970. 
80

 Translator’s Note: According to the D445 History (1991): “The whole ((D445)) Battalion was in 

readiness and awaiting the order to deploy, but we waited and waited and still received no word. It was past 

the first day of Tết and approaching the afternoon of the second when we heard a radio broadcast and knew 

that the attacks had begun almost everywhere else.” – Chamberlain, E. P., … D445 …, op.cit., 2011, pp.56-

57. The Châu Đức District History (2004) relates: “On 31 January 1968, 445 Battalion and the Châu Đức 

District armed forces assembled in the base east of Núi Dinh Mountain in readiness to receive orders. 

However, because the General Staff Section of the Province Unit had mislaid the key to our codes, the Bà 

http://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/B%C3%ACnh_Tuy
http://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ph%C6%B0%E1%BB%9Bc_Tuy
http://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Long_Kh%C3%A1nh
http://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bi%C3%AAn_H%C3%B2a
http://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/V%C5%A9ng_T%C3%A0u
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On the Bà Rịa and Biên Hòa (Đồng Nai) Front, the sound of our attacking weaponry 

boomed and resounded. The ammunition warehouse at Long Bình and the Biên Hòa 

airfield were shelled fiercely. 

In Bà Rịa Town, the troops of 445 Battalion and the liberation forces’ units 

opened fire to take control – while on the Long Khánh Town Front, all of the enemy had 

received the warning order, and took the initiative to man their defences ready to engage 

us.  

11 enemy infantry battalions – with a large number of well-armed troops, set up 

additional blocking positions and posts to prevent access to the critical positions leading 

into the Town. In the airspace above the Town, reconnaissance aircraft circled 

continuously. Groups of enemy armoured vehicles of the 11
th

 Armored Regiment from 

the Suối Râm base were deployed to the Town, with their hackles up on defensive patrols 

and lying in wait at all the road intersections. The artillery positions all around the Town 

fired salvoes of shells into target areas where “Việt Cộng” were suspected to be sheltering 

- with the intention of holding us well at bay. 

Before the time to deploy, at 1600hrs on 2 February 1968 [sic], a fierce enemy 

artillery shelling struck the Battalion’s concentration area. Comrade Năm Cư – the 

secretary of Định Quán District who commanded the supply group, was wounded and 

died during that shelling. 

Unflinchingly – and with a hatred of the enemy invaders and the impetus of the 

revolutionary attack, the whole Battalion reformed and organised to deploy that very 

night from Bảo Vinh, Suối Chồn, and Tân Lập to areas adjacent to Long Khánh Town. 

The enemy fired illumination rounds continuously, brightening the whole Town area and 

its periphery. In the inner suburbs, the sounds of the enemy artillery salvoes boomed as if 

to assure the morale of the enemy soldiers. The atmosphere was stifling. There were 

indications of a large storm. 

In accord with the plan, our attacking columns covertly advanced close to their 

targets. At exactly H-hour (2400hrs) on 30 January 1968 (the second day of Tết), our 

troops simultaneously opened fire and attacked. The 9
th

 Infantry Company attacked the 

offices of the Province Chief and the 33
rd

 Tactical Sub-Zone. The 5
th

 Infantry Company 

attacked the offices of the village council and deployed to pursue the enemy in the Red 

Cross Street area. The 8
th

 Fire Support Company shelled the Hoàng Diệu post, the Long 

Khánh tactical airfield, and the headquarters of the puppet 18
th

 Infantry Division. The 

                                                                                                                                                  
Rịa forces started their operations later than other provinces.” - Nguyễn Công Danh et al, Lịch sử Đấu 

Tranh …, Huyện Châu Đức (1930-2000), op.cit., Hà Nội, 2004.  An official media article following the 

2008 conference presided over by the former Deputy Secretary of Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province Phạm Văn 

Hy to commemorate the 40
th

 anniversary of the Tết 1968 Offensive, included the following: “H-hour on D-

Day for the whole of the South was set as 0000hrs (giao thừa) of the Lunar New Year (Tết Nguyên đán).  

The calendar calculation in the North that year was one day earlier than that in the South. The Nam Bộ 

Region opened fire according to the Southern calendar – one day late, and so the B2 battlefield did not have 

the element of surprise as the enemy was forewarned, had organised their defences and ordered all their 

troops to remain in camp. In Bà Rịa–Long Khánh, as the key to the codes had been lost, we began our 

attacks a further day later, losing the surprise factor. - Nguyễn Đình Thống, “Những ký ức không thể nào 

quên” – “Memories that can never be forgotten”, Communist Party of Vietnam - Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu Agency, 

Vũng Tàu,1 February 2008. 
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12.7mm anti-aircraft detachments (of the 8
th

 Company) fought against the enemy aircraft 

that flew in support from their air force bases. The whole of Long Khánh Town was dark 

and dim in the battle. Both our forces and the enemy contested each street and every 

corner. 

After more than half-an-hour of decisive exchanges of fire, tens of enemy bunkers 

and posts had been destroyed. This good news was reported to the Battalion 

Headquarters.  The 9
th

 Company’s attacking column – led personally by Comrade 

Nguyễn Hồng Châu – the deputy Battalion commander, seized the Province Chief’s 

offices, and the flag of the People’s Liberation Front waved above the roof of the offices 

of the Province Chief. 

((P.61)):  The enemy forces launched frenzied counter-attacks. The US 11
th

 

Armored Regiment – that hurriedly deployed from its Suối Râm base to relieve Long 

Khánh, was blocked and attacked by our troops, and many tanks and armoured vehicles 

were set alight. Comrade Trương Đình Vọng - a member of the Mường minority (from 

Bá Thước, Thanh Hóa) of the 5
th

 Company, alone set fire to three enemy tanks. Comrade 

Cường
81

 of the 5
th

 Company – without any more rounds for his B40, courageously leapt 

onto an enemy tank and used a parachute grenade
82

 and a satchel charge to destroy the 

tank. Lương Ngọc Căn – the deputy commander of the Reconnaissance Platoon, and 

Hoàng Ngọc Mân (an RPD
83

 machine-gunner from Thái Bình Province) both heroically 

gave up their lives while blocking a column of enemy tanks on Red Cross Street. 

According to information from technical sources
84

, in the first wave of the 

General Offensive and General Uprising on the Long Khánh Town Front, more than 100 

enemy were wiped out. Three artillery bases were destroyed, and 12 tanks and armoured 

vehicles were set on fire. 

                                                 
81

 Translator’s Note: Probably Vũ Văn Cường – see footnotes 89, 209, and CDEC Log 06-2911-70. 
82

 Translator’s Note: Literally: “thủ pháo dù tống” – “parachute-guided grenade”. Highly likely to be the 

RKG anti-armour grenade – this was a shaped-charge grenade with a stabilising drogue parachute that 

deployed from the grenade’s throwing handle once thrown - ie for a stabilised and controlled descent onto 

an armoured vehicle or bunker. It was sometimes referred to as a “stick grenade”. 
83

 Translator’s Note: The 7.62mm RPD light machine-gun was the standard NVA/VC general-purpose 

machine-gun. It was also produced by the People’s Republic of China as the Type 56 light machine-gun. 
84

 Translator’s Note: “Technical sources” is a euphemism for the NVA/VC signals intelligence organisation 

– ie the intercept of the enemy’s radio communications. See VC/NVA Electronic Warfare (EW) Capability 

– MACV ST 67-061, CICV, 1 July 1967, VCAT Item No.
 
2250110001. In Phước Tuy Province, 1ATF’s 

communications were intercepted from mid-1966. A VC History related that: “On 8 June 1966, the 

Americans’ 173
rd

 Airborne Brigade and a Korean company deployed into the Minh Đạm ((Mountains)) and 

conducted a 10-day sweeping operation. … . Nguyễn Văn Đồng (Tư Nghĩa) - the Secretary of the Vũng 

Tàu Committee, and Chín Giỏi – the commander of the B46 Technical Reconnaissance Unit were killed by 

enemy artillery” - Đặng Tấn Hương, Lịch Sử Đấu Tranh … Huyện Đất Đỏ (1930-2005), op.cit., 2006, 

p.199. On 24 October 1966, a female VC - Tô Thị Nâu (aka Ba Hoàng, alias Minh Hoàng – Military 

Proselytising Section, Hòa Long village) was captured by B/6RAR/NZ on Núi Dinh Mountain (YS 332657) 

together with a Type RT-77/GRC-9 radio (believed to be a 5
th

 VC Division equipment used to report 

movement on Route 15) – 1ATF Intelligence Review, Núi Đất, 29 October 1966.  See also: McNeill, I., To 

Long Tan, op.cit., pp.395-398; Hartley, R.W., 547 Signal Troop: Vietnam 1966-1971, Googong, 2011, Part 

I. For detail on VC Military Region 7 and the EW/SIGINT activity of its B-28 Technical Reconnaissance 

Unit (up to March 1971) - see VCAT Item No. 2311214015. 
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((P.62)):   Map – The Attack on Long Khánh Town at Tết Mậu Thân 1968
85

  

((This unscaled map uses Soviet-bloc map-marking symbols and shows thrust 

lines
86

)) 

 

 
   

To the west of Long Khánh Town, our troops were able to achieve a breakthrough 

and attack the enemy’s defences in the bank of the dyke. The battle developed very 

fiercely. As the enemy had mobilised their defences, when we first made a breakthrough, 

the enemy artillery fired thick and fast into our attacking formations. At the same time, 

columns of tanks (with blue lights on top) appeared right before the fighting trenches. 

                                                 
85

 Translator’s Note: Detailed US reporting on the Tết Mậu Thân  (1968) attacks on the Long Khánh 

Province capital - ie Xuân Lộc Town, can be found in Annex I (III Corps Advisory Group) to Weyand, F.C. 

Lieutenant General, Military Assistance Command – Vietnam, Combat Operations After Action Report 

(RCS: MACJ3-32) (K-1) - Tết Offensive After Action Report (31 January – 18 February 1968), Saigon, 

1968 – VCAT  Item No. 13680112021 and also in Annex I (III Corps Advisory Group) to Tết Offensive 

After Action Report (not dated) – VCAT Item No. 13680112021.  According to the analysis in the US 

MAC-V After Action Report (see above), the pre-Tết Offensive strength of D445 Battalion was 350, and 

the post-Offensive strength was 225 - with the Battalion assessed as only “Marginally Combat Effective”. 

For D440 Battalion, the strength estimates were 300 pre-Offensive and 250 post-Offensive – see VC Order 

of Battle, Appendix I to Annex A, p.A-1-4 - VCAT Item No. 13680112004. 440 Battalion’s involvement in 

the attack is also recounted in Trần Toán, Thị Trấn Xuân Lộc – Những Chặng Đường Đấu Tranh Cách 

Mạng Vẻ Vang (Stages on the Road of Struggle to a Brilliant Victory), Nhà Xuẩt Bản Đồng Nai, Biên Hòa, 

1984, p.49 - including a map at p.76 with attack-lines marked. 
86

 Translator’s Note: The NVA/VC used “Soviet-bloc” map marking symbols (using red for their forces and 

blue for the enemy) – ie not the “Western”/NATO STANAG 2019 APP-6A symbols. 
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This was a surprising situation.
87

* Our attacking formations were halted. The enemy 

tanks then attacked fiercely into our ranks. A quite large number of our troops became 

casualties. We suffered 60 comrades killed.
88

 With an unmatched courageous spirit, the 

troops resolved to hold their positions, wait until the enemy tanks were close - and then 

fire their weapons to wipe them out. The number of our B40s and B41s gradually 

declined. To keep our forces intact, the unit commander gave the order to withdraw from 

the Town. 

At 5am on 3 February 1968, the Battalion’s attacking columns were ordered to 

withdraw from the Town, return to our rear areas, consolidate our forces, and await orders 

from above. Only the 9
th

 Section (of the 9
th

 Infantry Company) led by Comrade Ngọc (the 

section commander) was still trapped in the Town. The whole Section resolutely held on 

and fought until 8am on 3 February – and all its personnel fought to its last round of 

ammunition and were all killed. 

In another area, the Province Engineer Company was tasked to blockade the Suối 

Râm base with the aim of preventing the enemy tanks from moving along Route 2 and 

providing support to Long Khánh or Bà Rịa when attacked by our forces. However, as 

with our other local units, as they were late in receiving their orders to deploy, they lost 

their opportunity. The Company was not in time to attack the first vehicles that deployed, 

and were only able to attack the second group of the enemy’s deploying vehicles. The 

total number of enemy tanks that were destroyed in this battle numbered ten (seven 

moving north to Long Khánh, and three moving south to Bà Rịa). The unit’s exploits had 

the effect of limiting the mutual assistance between the enemy elements, reducing their 

violent impact on the two principal battlefields, and contributing to the Tết Mậu Thân 

victory of our Province’s armed forces. Following this battle, the Military Region 

commended the Company with the title of “Steel Belt Unit”, and many comrades were 

awarded the Military Exploits Medal III Class.
89

 

                                                 
87

* The “blue-eyed, red-eyed” tanks were a coded signal – a blue light was a revolutionary tank counter-

attacking, while a red-light tank was an enemy tank. As our plan had been revealed, the enemy had fixed 

blue lights to their tanks and our secret agents in the Town had not been able to warn us in time. 

Translator’s Note: The first NVA tanks to be employed in South Vietnam – 12  PT76s, attacked the Lang 

Vei outpost in Military Region I on 6 February 1968. NVA tanks (PT76s, T54s, T59s) were not employed 

in Military Region 3 (see Appendix 6) until the Nguyễn Huệ (Easter) Offensive in early April 1972. The 

passage above in the 440 Battalion History (2011) implies that VC forces had expected the involvement of 

NVA tanks in Military Region 3 during the 1968 Tết Offensive. 
88

 Translator’s Note: According to a US study, 440 Battalion “sustained 36 KIA” - CICV, Report 

MACJ231-6, op.cit., 14 July 1969. 
89

 Translator’s Note: On 16 February and 29 August 1968, 440 Battalion’s political officer – Nguyễn Hữu 

Thi, submitted award recommendations for Battalion elements and individual personnel for combat actions 

in Long Khánh in the first half of February 1968 - Nguyễn Hữu Thi, Award Recommendation (to Bà Biên 

Province), 16 February 1968 - comprising Third Class Liberation Military Exploit  Medals (two for 

Battalion elements, one for an assistant squad leader); Certificates of Commendation (five for Battalion 

elements and 32 for individual personnel); and Letters of Appreciation (95 for personnel) of the 5
th

, 6
th

, 8
th

 

and 9
th

 Companies. These awards covered: “an attack on Long Khánh City on 1 February 1968 and a raid 

on Bình Lộc Sở hamlet on 2 February 1968”; “the attack on Gia Rai/Ray Sub-Sector on 14 February 1968 

… and two attacks by fire on the Hoàng Diệu area and Long Khánh Town”. Almost all the recommended 

awards were for junior personnel, except for Certificates of Commendation for: Nguyễn Văn Bé – 
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After the first phase of the Tết Mậu Thân General Offensive - although the 

Battalion had suffered rather large casualties and weapons had been damaged and lost, the 

fighting spirit of the cadre and soldiers in the unit was still at a high level. The Battalion 

coordinated with the Town’s special action forces, the Type A and Type B village 

guerrillas of Bảo Vinh village and Cao Su District to attack and force the withdrawal of 

the enemy from a series of posts and strategic hamlets in the Xuân Lộc-Long Khánh areas 

along Route 1, Route 20, and a section of Route 2 – such as Suối Tre, Bình Lộc, Cẩm Mỹ, 

Gia Ray, Bảo Bình, and Bảo Chánh. Together with those elements, we coordinated with 

the uprisings by the masses and our internal agents to urge the enemy soldiers to throw 

away their weapons and return to the people, and mobilised the labourers of the rubber 

plantations to rise up, to capture the wicked quisling puppets, and to take control of the 

plantations. 

The General Offensive and Uprising of the Mậu Thân Spring in 1968 (Phase 1) in 

the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh area inflicted a large number of heavy casualties. Most 

outstanding were the Province’s armed forces in general - and 440 Battalion in particular, 

who thoroughly executed the order from above – despite the extremely difficult 

circumstances (enemy numbers were higher than ever, and there was no secrecy or 

surprise factor as we opened fire later than the other Fronts).
90

 However, we still attacked 

resolutely, wiped out the enemy, and successfully fulfilled the orders from the COSVN 

Military Committee – ie: to take the war into the enemy’s cities and lairs. 440 Battalion 

troops had attacked and seized the town of Long Khánh, created psychological concern 

and panic among the ranks of the enemy – while the people were unreservedly 

enthusiastic and were confident of the victory of the Revolution. 

In the Xuân Lộc-Long Khánh area, after the 440 Battalion soldiers had withdrawn 

from the Town, the Americans and their puppets blocked all the roads and routes in and 

out of the Town, declared a curfew, and oppressed the people with the aim of wiping out 

and driving the liberation forces from the Town. 

In the surrounding villages, the puppet 18
th

 Infantry Division – with the support of 

American tanks from the Suối Râm base, conducted full-day sweeping operations in Bảo 

Vinh, Bình Lộc, Suối Chồn, and Bảo Định. They also used their intelligence elements, 

spies, and “Rural Development cadre”
91

 to propagandise and deceive the people, destroy 

                                                                                                                                                  
Commander 5

th
 Company; Trương Quang Ngọ – Political Officer 5

th
 Company; Trương Văn Nói – 

Commander 6
th

 Company; Nguyễn Dương – Executive Officer 6
th

 Company; Lê Van Kiêm – Commander 

8
th

 Company – CDEC Log 06-2911-70.  See also footnotes 108, 110, 207, 209, and 281. 
90

 Translator’s Note: On the “late start”, see footnote 80. 
91

 Translator’s Note: The Rural Development (RD) Cadre (Cán Bộ Xây Dựng Nông Thôn) - earlier termed 

Revolutionary Development Cadre, were established on 4 January 1966 in New Life hamlets to train village 

self-defence elements. See VCAT Item No. 13510124002 ; and Item No. 13510123005. The 59-man RD 

Cadre groups (đoàn) in the villages – first deployed in May 1966, also progressed the Sài Gòn 

Government’s political, social and economic programmes. The original RD Cadre group of 59 was scaled 

down to 30 with the Accelerated Pacification Programme (see footnote 101), and to 10 at the beginning of 

1971. For RD Cadre organisation, numbers and activities in Phước Tuy Province to the end of 1966, see 

McNeill, I., To Long Tan, op.cit., 1993, pp.420-422. For detail on support by US and Vietnamese forces to 

“Pacification” – see USMACV, Handbook for Military Support to Pacification – February 1968 (41 pages), 

Saigon, February 1969 – VCAT Item No. 13530108003. 
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our revolutionary organisations, and block the people’s logistic and rear service supplies 

to our troops. For this reason, when the Second Phase of the General Offensive and 

General Uprising began, the cadre and soldiers of 440 Battalion faced a large number of 

difficulties. Nevertheless, with absolute trust in the leadership of the Party, and a ready 

spirit of self-sacrifice for the independence and freedom of the Fatherland, all of the cadre 

and soldiers of 440 Battalion still strictly fulfilled the Party’s orders. 

The Second Phase
92

 continued simultaneously across the whole of the COSVN 

area with the momentum into battle of: “Waves are boiling on the Mekong River, the 

Annamite Chain has completely changed”, “Rush forward, this phase will be higher than 

the last” – in accord with the call of the Military Committee of COSVN Headquarters.
93

 

On the night of 4-5 May 1968, the troops of 440 Battalion
94

 coordinated with 445 

Battalion
95

 to attack a series of positions, such as: Regional Force posts, the defensive 

position at Con Chim Hill, and the Cẩm Mỹ strategic hamlet. After the Battalion’s 

recoilless rifles had fired, the troops simultaneously assaulted and took control of the 

battleground. After only 15 minutes of combat, our 5
th

 Infantry Company and the 

Battalion reconnaissance element had brought down the Con Chim post, wiping out an 

enemy platoon dug in there. At the same time, the 9
th

 Company and the 6
th

 Company also 

took control of the strategic hamlet at the Cẩm Mỹ Special Sector ((yếu khu)). On the 

morning of 5 May, in a frenzy, the enemy used artillery strikes on the Long Thành, Long 

Khánh, Suối Râm and Bà Rịa battlegrounds firing right into our ranks. At the same time, 

they mobilised their armed helicopters and jet aircraft to bomb and to rocket the routes for 

their tanks from the Suối Râm base in order to deploy to relieve the blockade of the Cẩm 

Mỹ strategic hamlet.
96
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* The Second Phase lasted from 5 May to 18 June 1968. 
93

 Translator’s Note: In late April 1968, a US report noted: “D440 MF Bn – Strength 320, Marginally 

Combat Effective, majority equipped with new series of weapons.” – 9
th

 US Infantry Division, Operational 

Report - Lessons Learned - to 30 April 1968 - dated 21 August 1968.   
94

 Translator’s Note: 440 Battalion was accepted on the USMACV Order of Battle holdings in May 1968 as 

“D440 NVA Infantry Battalion” – with a strength of “265 plus”. MACV Order of Battle, 1-31 May 1968, 

p.6, p.13 – VCAT Item No. 2500110005. According to captured documents, in 1968-1969 the strength of 

440 Battalion was 182 - with its companies numbered from K5 to K10 inclusive – CDEC Log 10-1891-69. 
95

 Translator’s Note: The D445 History (1991) relates: “440 Battalion attacked the enemy at Courtenay Hill 

(Cẩm Mỹ) while 445 Battalion laid an ambush on Route 2. An armoured squadron of the American 11
th

 

Armored Brigade [sic] fell into the ambush, and a fierce engagement ensued.” - – Chamberlain E. P., … 

D445 …, op.cit., 2011, p.60. 
96

 Translator’s Note: According to a US study, on 6 May 1968, elements of the 274
th

 and 275
th
 Regiments 

and 440 Battalion ambushed a 2/43 ARVN Regiment convoy at YT 455340 on Route 23 - resulting in 50 

ARVN KIA and 87 WIA. The NVA/VC forces reportedly suffered 48 KIA. - CICV, Report MACJ231-6, 

op.cit., 14 July 1969. 
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P.68 Map: The Attack on the Cẩm Mỹ Strategic Hamlet (5 May 1968) 

(((This unscaled map uses Soviet-bloc map-marking symbols and shows thrust lines)) 

 

 
 

In accord with the coordinated tactical plan, the Province Engineer Company was 

given the task to set up an ambush area and block the enemy tanks from the Suối Râm 

base deploying to relieve Cẩm Mỹ. However, the terrain was complicated, and the enemy 

used the rubber plantation allotments to cross the unit’s battlefield and attacked straight 

into 445 Battalion which was waiting to strike the enemy disembarking from helicopters 

and to fire on their aircraft in the area to the southwest of the Cẩm Mỹ Special Sector. 

The situation was extremely dangerous. Our troops had to fight against the enemy tanks – 

while setting up a battle position to fire on the counter-attacking enemy aircraft. 

Together with 445 Battalion, the cadre and soldiers of 440 Battalion fought 

courageously, forcing back many of the enemy’s counter-attacking waves. In 

circumstances without any shelters, trenches or solid defensive positions, our troops still 

hung on with stamina and sense of purpose, fighting and wiping out much of the enemy’s 

capability – setting fire to 24 tanks and armoured vehicles.
97

* Our troops launched an 

assault and seized a tank as war booty (but as there was no one to drive it, the enemy re-

took it during a counter-attack). In this battle, 440 Battalion lost 28 comrades killed – 

                                                 
97

* According to: The History of the Heroic 445 Battalion, People’s Armed Forces Publishing House, Hà 

Nội, 2004, p.113. In this battle, we set fire to 16 tanks and armoured vehicles. Translator’s Note: This 2004 

edition of the D445 History is only on “internal distribution” and not available to the public – email advice 

to the translator, 3 April 2012. D445 Battalion’s involvement at the battle is at pp.80-81 of the 1991 edition 

of The History of the Heroic D445 Battalion published by the Đồng Nai Publishing House (for a translation, 

see Chamberlain E.P., … D445 …, op.cit., 2011. While ambushes of 11
th

 Armored Cavalry Regiment 

vehicles are mentioned in the 1991 edition, losses of US vehicles are not specifically enumerated. 
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including Comrade Thu (the deputy commander of the 6
th

 Company), Comrade Lâm Bưu 

(the commander of the 6
th

 Company) and Comrade Kiên
98

 (the deputy commander of the 

5
th

 Company) – and many other comrades were wounded. In order to disperse the enemy, 

the Battalion deputy commander – Nguyễn Hồng Châu, ordered two sections (of the 6
th

 

Company) to secretly move through the Ông Quế Plantation and strike from the flank into 

the rear of the enemy and force them onto the defensive. Seizing the opportunity, the 

whole Battalion withdrew from the battlefield. Our wounded and dead were carried back 

to the Suối Thề base for treatment or thoughtful burial. However, because the enemy 

counter-attacked fiercely and - on the other hand, as our preparations for the fighting were 

not well-considered, we left a number of our dead comrades on the battlefield.
99

 

This was the first time that the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province Unit mobilised the 

Province’s two concentrated battalions (440 and 445 Battalions) in coordinated combat – 

using the tactic of “attacking a defended position and destroying relief forces”. According 

to the plan, 440 Battalion attacked the defences at Con Chim Hill – of the Cẩm Mỹ 

Special Sector; and 445 Battalion set ambushes in the rubber plantation allotments at the 

base of Con Chim Hill – to await the enemy relief force and win a great victory. This 

military exploit was a source of encouragement that inspired all of 440 Battalion’s cadre 

and soldiers who enthusiastically and painstakingly trained in this tactic, especially in 

tactical coordination with fraternal units – and used this clever tactic of “attacking enemy 

defences and destroying relief forces” in upcoming engagements. 

((P.71)):  On 15 July 1968, the Province Unit directed the two battalions (440 and 

445) to join in the tactical defence of the base of the Province Committee and the 

Province Unit at the Cây Vừng (Suối Lúc) intersection. The task of 440 Battalion was to 

set an ambush and destroy the enemy conducting a sweeping operation attempting to find 

and wipe out the revolutionary nerve-centre of the Province. After a period of fierce 

exchanges of fire, the 440 Battalion troops had played their part in blocking the Ranger’s 

battalion-level operation (part of the 52
nd

 Task Force of the puppet 18
th

 Infantry 

Division), and destroyed a heavy machine- gun. Our Battalion lost eight comrades killed. 

In implementation of the Resolution of the Party Affairs Section of Long Khánh 

Town – and in coordination with the 440 Battalion’s military attacks, the political, 

                                                 
98

 Translator’s Note: Probably Nguyen Hữu Kiên (b.1946, Thái Bình) of the 5
th

 Company, killed on 10 

April 1968 – included in the annexed 440 Battalion List of Martyrs, p.212. According to The History of the 

Heroic D445 Battalion, Đồng Nai Publishing House, 1991, p.81 – “Comrade Kiên, the deputy commander 

of ((445)) Battalion was killed.” 
99

 Translator’s Note: Australian records relate that on 5 May 1968, the US 11
th

 Armored Cavalry Regiment 

(11ACR) reported heavy contact with elements of 440 Battalion in the vicinity of Cẩm Mỹ (YS 4888) – 

1ATF INTSUM 126/68, Núi Đất, 5 May 1968. 1ATF reported that in the attack by 445 and 440 Battalions 

at Cẩm Mỹ (YS 4692) on 5 May 1968, Việt Cộng casualties were 36 killed (by body count), a further 57 

killed by artillery, and five prisoners taken. US losses were five killed and nine wounded, one M48 tank 

destroyed and two damaged - 1ATF INTSUM No.127/68, Núi Đất, 6 May 1968. According to CICV 

Report MACJ231-6, op.cit., 14 July 1969: On 5 May 1968, ARVN elements at Cẩm Mỹ were attacked by 

the 6
th

 Company of 440 Battalion and 445 Battalion – six ARVN were killed and 21 wounded. 440 

Battalion reportedly suffered 35 killed and 445 Battalion suffered 72 killed. Also according to the CICV 

Report, on 6 May 1968, a 2/43
rd

 Regiment convoy on Route 20 from Định Quán to Xuân Lộc was 

ambushed by 440 Battalion and elements of the 274
th

 and 275
th

 Regiments - see footnote 96. 
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military proselytising and civilian proselytising drives were strongly prosecuted, 

developing our revolutionary organisations and forces. The network of organisations 

among the people were principally a protective barrier for the troops of 440 Battalion and 

our armed forces at levels that held on to fight staunchly. To respond to the task in these 

circumstances, the armed reconnaissance element of the Long Khánh Town Security 

Section was established to directly undertake investigations and follow the activities of 

the enemy’s intelligence elements and spies, and to coordinate with 440 Battalion to wipe 

out the ringleaders of these thugs in combat and to protect the Movement. 

((P.72)): Accordingly, in the Second Phase of the General Offensive and Uprising 

in the Mậu Thân Spring of 1968, at the direction of COSVN and the Party Affairs Section 

of T7
100

*, the military and people of Bà Rịa-Long Khánh continued to apply the three-

pronged attack continuously in the towns of Bà Rịa, Long Khánh and Vũng Tàu – and the 

small towns of Long Điền and Đất Đỏ to solidly protect the Minh Đạm base, the Suối Thề 

base and a number of important locations within the Province. 

Concluding the Second Phase, the Province Committee and the Bà Rịa-Long 

Khánh Province Unit organised meetings to review and extract experiences, to assess the 

situation and responsibilities, and to direct working methods for the coming period. The 

Conference assessed that the greatest strong points of the Province’s armed forces were 

their determination to overcome difficulties (personnel numbers had diminished, and 

casualties had been heavy in Phase 1); taking the initiative to attack and wipe out the 

enemy’s capability; and being the motive force for the revolutionary masses to rise up, 

destroy the enemy’s oppression, and expand the liberated region. We had continued to 

hold-on and strike the enemy right in the built-up areas (cities, towns, and district 

capitals) - when we were well-prepared and our efforts were combined with the uprisings 

of the masses, our victories were even greater. However, the situation had changed - we 

were forced to maintain our revolutionary offensive ideology, coordinate the armed 

struggle with the political struggle, build a solid people’s war in the countryside to re-

consolidate our forces – and overcome the ideology of “hare-brained” optimism, as well 

as pessimistic thoughts and alarm when counter-attacked by the enemy and suffering 

casualties. For this reason, we had to push forward strongly with our three-pronged attack 

to wipe out the enemy, expand the liberated regions, and create a new impetus and force 

for the Revolutionary Movement in the developing countryside. 

After the Second Phase of the General Offensive and General Uprising, in Long 

Khánh the Americans and their puppets strengthened their blockade of all the important 

areas. The puppet 18
th

 Infantry Division continuously launched sweeping operations in 

Bảo Vinh, Bình Lộc, Suối Chồn, Bảo Định etc, strictly implementing their “accelerated 

pacification” plan
101

, the Pheonix ((Phượng Hoàng))
102

 programme, and using their “rural 

                                                 
100

* In June 1968, COSVN decided to establish the Steering Committee of the critical area comprising the 

provinces of Bà Rịa-Long Khánh, Biên Hòa and Tây Ninh; and also decided to establish the Party Affairs 

Section of T7 and the Forward Headquarters of Military Region 7 to provide guidance to Bà Rịa-Long 

Khánh and Sub-Region 4. 
101

 Translator’s Note: In early November 1968 - with significant US support, President Nguyễn Văn Thiệu 

launched the Accelerated Pacification Program/Campaign with an objective of expanding government 
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development” forces
103

 to inflict psychological alarm and suspicion of the Revolution 

among the populace. The “accelerated pacification” plan affected regions on the edges of 

the towns, along the important communications axes, and in rural areas which were “the 

breast milk of the Revolution”; and involved increased control in urban regions. The 

Americans and their puppets employed all of the mobile forces of Military Region 3 – 

such as the 2
nd

 Airborne Brigade, the 18
th

 Infantry Division, the Royal Australian Task 

Force, Regional Forces, and mobile police
104

 – supported by tanks and armoured vehicles, 

to launch sweeping operations. To prevent the enemy from usurping our power, all the 

cadre and soldiers of 440 Battalion moved into the third phase of the General Offensive 

and General Uprising
105

* with the highest determination and momentum to destroy the 

enemy’s wicked plots and their “accelerated pacification” plan. 

On 14 August 1968, 440 Battalion coordinated with the 4
th

 Infantry Regiment
106

 

of the main-force 5
th

 Infantry Division
107

 (of Military Region 7) to launch an attack on the 

Bảo Chánh post and the Gia Ray Training Centre (of the 52
nd

 Task Force of the puppet 

                                                                                                                                                  
control over 1,200 villages and eliminating the communist infrastructure. Initially, it was programmed for 

90 days. 
102

 Translator’s Note: The Pheonix (“Phượng Hoàng”) programme – see USMACV, Phung Hoang Advisor 

Handbook, Saigon, 20 November 1970, was targeted against the Việt Cộng’s political infrastructure - ie the 

Việt Cộng Infrastructure (VCI ). The VCI – hạ tầng cơ sở, was the covert political and administrative 

organisation that led the resistance movement – ie distinct from armed units. It included government, Party 

and Front members – as well as lower-level functionaries. The VCI provided military elements with funds, 

food, recruits, intelligence, refuge and guides. Politically, it prepared for an eventual assumption of power 

with an organisation to replace the government of the Republic of Vietnam. VCI were defined by the South 

Vietnamese Presidential Decree Law 280-a/TT/SL of 20 December 1967. See also the preceding US ICEX 

programme: MACV Directive 381-41, 9 July 1967 - VCAT Item No. 2234306060; and United States 

Mission in Vietnam, The Viet Cong Infrastructure, Saigon, June 1970. The VCI were monitored by the 

Special Collection Plan Against the Viet Cong Infrastructure and Guerrilla Forces: Nickname - BIG 

MACK, see MACV instruction MACJ212-2 dated 27 August 1970 – VCAT Item No. 2121015002.  As at 

31 January 1969, MACV estimated VCI strength country-wide as 83,000 – Office of the Secetary of 

Defense, South Vietnam’s Internal Security Capabilities, Washington, May 1970. VCAT Item No. 

2121516002. See also: Valentine, D., The Pheonix Program, iUniverse.com, Lincoln, 2000. 
103

 Translator’s Note: A reference to the Rural Development (RD) Cadre (Cán Bộ Xây Dựng Nông Thôn) – 

see footnote 91. 
104

 Translator’s Note: A probably reference to the National Police Field Force (NPFF – Cảnh Sát Dã 

Chiến). The National Police Field Force was created in January 1966. Usually deployed as a company in 

each province, they were equipped with the M16 rifle, M79 grenade-launcher and .30 calibre machine-guns 

– but had no integral indirect-fire weapons. Its members had paramilitary and infantry minor tactics skills. 

See also footnote 34. 
105

* The third phase lasted from 14 August to 30 September 1968. 
106

 Translator’s Note: As noted earlier, the 4
th

 Regiment - commonly termed the 274
th

 Regiment (aka/cover 

designators:  Đoàn 94, Đoàn 49, and Q764), was an original formation of the 5
th

 Việt Cộng Infantry 

Division. 
107

 Translator’s Note: According to the 5
th

 Division History (2005), the 274
th

 Regiment was not subordinate 

to the Division throughout 1968 – rather, from about April 1968:  “The 4
th

 Regiment continued to operate 

independently on the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh-Biên Hòa battlefield reinforcing the mobile fighting elements of 

the Eastern Nam Bộ Military Region.” - Phạm Quang Đinh, Lịch Sử Sư đòan Bộ Binh 5, op.cit., 2005. The 

274
th

 Regiment was a subordinate of Military Region 7 and was later placed under the Bà Rịa Sub-Region. 
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18
th

 Infantry Division) which was occupied by 1,000 enemy soldiers and American 

military advisors. During the night, our troops took complete control of the battleground, 

capturing a large number of prisoners (recruit trainees) and weapons and equipment. 

However, we were unable to kill the commander of the unit. They set up a last-ditch 

defence in their bunker system and awaited the relief force. On the morning of 15 August, 

enemy forces from Long Khánh Sector – comprising hundreds of tanks from the Long 

Giao-Suối Râm base came to break through.
108

 When reaching the stretch of road from 

Bình Phú to Suối Cát, the 274
th

 Regiment attacked decisively and damaged a large 

number of enemy tanks. Our troops withdrew safely.
109

  

((P.75)):  In this battle, many of the troops of 440 Battalion displayed exemplary 

and courageous fighting traits 
110

 – such as: Comrade Kiên
111

 (5
th

 Company), Minh Con, 

and Sáu Cụt (commander of the Reconnaissance Platoon). After firing only a few 

recoilless rifle rounds, these comrades assaulted and seized a blockhouse as a bridgehead. 

Comrades, Trúc, Trứ and Hoa (of the 6
th

 Company) bravely lay on the barbed wire at the 

break-through point to enable their comrades to swiftly cross through and develop the 

attack deep into the Centre and take control. We suffered eight killed – including Sáu 

Phượng (a cadre of the 8
th

 Company), Comrade Thành (Reconnaissance), and Comrade 

Chiến (Medical Section). Regarding the circumstances of Comrade Năm Mỹ in particular 

(a 6
th

 Company cadre), he was severely wounded and was carried back by his unit to the 

medical post in Định Quán District (on the other side of the La Ngà River) for treatment, 

but died a few days later. 

On 22 August 1968, the troops of 440 Battalion coordinated with the Xuân Lộc 

District armed forces to attack and completely cripple the Long Khánh Sector, 

                                                 
108

 Translator’s Note: A captured 440 Battalion document reported that “in the attack on “Gia Rai” on 14 

August 1968, we killed 300 US and puppet troops … On the same night, our artillery units conducted two 

attacks by fire on the Hoàng Diệu area and Long Khánh Town killing 303 troops, wounding 65 others, and 

destroying six armoured vehicles and two helicopters.” – a number of medals were recommended (see 

footnote 110) - CDEC Log  06-2911-70. According to CICV Report MACJ231-6, op.cit., 14 July 1969: On 

15 August 1968, the Gia Ray Training Center received 300 to 400 82mm mortar rounds, followed by a 

ground attack by 440 Battalion. The Center “was more than 50% destroyed.” Friendly casualties were 

reportedly 29 killed and 150 wounded, with Việt Cộng casualties reported as 28 killed. “On 15 August 1968 

in Long Khánh Province, an unidentified enemy battalion (possibly D440th NVA Bn) attacked the Gia Ray 

Training Center. … Friendly casualties were 29 KIA and 150 WIA.” – USMACV Command History 1968, 

Saigon, 30 April 1969, p.183. 440 Battalion casualties were reportedly “28 KIA” - CICV, Report 

MACJ231-6, op.cit., 14 July 1969. 
109

 Translator’s Note: On 15 August 1968, a “Road Runner” convoy from the US 1
st
 Squadron/11

th
 Armored 

Cavalry Regiment (11ACR) was ambushed enroute to Gia Ray at YT 612064 – suffering one killed and 

three wounded. Earlier on that day, the 11ACR base at Blackhorse (YS 4396) had been shelled with 20 

122mm rockets – VCAT Item No. 3400138002. 
110

 Translator’s Note:  On 26 August 1968, a recommendation was submitted by 440 Battalion for awards to 

cover the Battalion’s attack on Gia Ray Sub-Sector on 14 August 1968 and the shellings of Long Khánh 

Town and the Hoàng Diệu area (see footnote 108 above) - Nguyen Hữu Thi, Recommendation, 29 August 

1968 - comprising one medal and four Certificates of Commendation for Battalion elements; 28 Certificates 

of Commendation for individual personnel; and 53 Letters of Appreciation for individual personnel – 

CDEC Log 06-2911-70. See also footnote 89. 
111

 Translator’s Note: See also footnote 98 – only one Comrade Kiên of the 5
th

 Company is included in the 

annexed 440 Battalion List of Martyrs – ie Nguyễn Hữu Kiên, p.212. 
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surrounding an American post at Suối Râm for two straight days, and forcing the enemy 

to assign troops to relieve the blockade. In the Districts of Định Quán and Xuân Lộc, the 

District armed forces and the special action elements coordinated to attack and wipe out a 

series of Regional Force and Popular Force posts, expanding the liberated region, and 

creating the conditions for the people to return to their old home-areas and make their 

livings. 

At Bình Lộc, 440 Battalion coordinated with the local guerrillas and continuously 

ambushed the enemy. In only a short period of time, 440 Battalion had killed 75 

“pacification” cadre, wiped out two posts, and given a hiding to the “accelerated 

pacification” plots of the Americans and their puppets in that area.
112

 

At the end of December 1968, 440 Battalion prepared a battlefield to counter an 

enemy sweeping operation into the base of the Xuân Lộc District Unit at Nước Đục 

Stream (Suối Vọng) in the Bảo Bình-Xuân Lộc area, and inflicted heavy casualties on an 

enemy company (of the 52
nd

 Regiment of the puppet 18
th

 Infantry Division). We captured 

a prisoner, and three PRC-25 radios. In this engagement, we lost one comrade killed. 

On the Long Khánh battlefield and adjacent areas, at the end of 1968, our armed 

forces at all levels continued to attack and wipe out the enemy; force the surrender of – or 

the withdrawal from, a large number of posts; contributed towards the defeat of the 

“accelerated pacification” plan of the Americans and their puppets in the area; and 

created a new impetus and power for the Revolutionary Movement in the countryside.  

Because of the impact of our continuous and strong military attacks, the anti-war 

movement among the enemy soldiers in the area increased strongly – especially among 

American soldiers.  The Kỷ Dậu Spring (1969) edition of the “Bà Rịa-Long Khánh 

Liberation” magazine included a passage that read: “At Christmas 1968, tens of American 

soldiers pulled down the flag of the deceitful sellers of our country and raised high the 

flag of the People’s Liberation Front, together with banners demanding an end to the war 

and the invasion of Vietnam – and demanded their repatriation etc”. 

With our comprehensive victories on the political, military, and military 

proselytising fronts, Long Khánh Town and Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province were 

commended and recognised by the Conference of the Regional Committee as the rural 

area with the best urban-centre movement in the provinces of Eastern Nam Bộ.
113

* The 

efforts and the blood shed by the cadre and soldiers of 440 Battalion were a very great 

contribution towards that feat of arms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
112

 Translator’s Note: According to a US study, in the Cây Đa area (in the vicinity of Xà Bang village) on 9 

November 1968, 440 Battalion was struck by artillery and an airstrike – and suffered about 16 killed.  - 

CICV, Report MACJ231-6, op.cit., 14 July 1969. 
113

* “Xuân Lộc Town: Stages on the road of the glorious revolutionary struggle”, Đồng Nai Publishing 

House, 1984, p.84. 
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Chapter II 

 

STAUNCHLY HOLDING-ON IN COMBAT, 

CONTRIBUTING TO THE LIBERATION OF THE SOUTH 

AND THE UNIFICATION OF THE COUNTRY (1969-1975) 

 

I. Holding-on in Combat and Being the Pillar of the Movement to Destroy 

the “Accelerated Pacification” Programme of the Americans and their 

Puppets (1969-1971). 

 

((P.78)):  The “Limited Warfare” Strategy of the American imperialists was 

basically destroyed after the General Offensive and Uprising of Mậu Thân (1968) across 

all the battlefields in the South by our forces and the people. The Americans were forced 

to sit at the negotiating table at the Paris Conference and de-escalate the war in stages. 

However, with their obstinate and bellicose nature, the invaders had not yet resigned 

themselves to suffering defeat. American President Nixon replaced Johnson’s “Limited 

War” strategy with a strategy of the “Vietnamization
114

 of the war” with the aim of 

continuing to draw out and broaden the war in Vietnam – resulting in the fighting 

becoming more vicious each day. 

In implementing the Vietnamization of the war, from the end of 1968, the 

Americans and their puppets strove to develop their accelerated pacification programme 

(which had begun experimentally in July 1968 and was fully completed on 3 December 

1968) with the aim of overpowering our revolutionary organisations, consolidating and 

firmly establishing their oppressive mechanisms and lower-level functionaries. They were 

determined to recover populous areas and those critical areas that we had seized after Tết 

Mậu Thân. The main focus of their pacification was concentrated on the strategic regions, 

populous areas, and those on the urban edges and along the important communication 

axes.  The American imperialists gave priority to this programme with a massive aid 

budget and 5,300 advisors (comprising 75% military advisors and 25% civilian advisors). 

In Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province alone, they brought in 11 Rural Development 

groups (with each group numbering from 30-60 personnel). The enemy used almost all its 

mobile military forces in the Corps area – such as the 2
nd

 Airborne Brigade, the 18
th

 

Infantry Division, the Royal Australian Task Force, the Sector Regional Forces, and the 

in-place Regional Forces in coordination with the mobile police to implement their 

pacification operations. Additionally, they used bombs and spread poisonous chemicals to 

destroy the jungle and forests where they suspected we had our bases, and bull-dozed the 

verges of Routes 52, 44, 23 and 15.
115

 

                                                 
114

 Translator’s Note: US President Richard Nixon first used the term “Vietnamization” on 2 November 

1969. 
115

 Translator’s Note: On 13 November 1968, Private Dương Văn Nghĩa of K3/D440 (private – ammo 

carrier) was captured and wounded-in-action by V/4RAR in an ambush at YS 549914 – 1ATF INTSUM 

No.317-68, Núi Đất , 13 November 1968. Nghĩa was moved to the 74
th

 Evacuation Hospital, then to the 
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((P.80)): On our side, from 22 to 24 November 1968, the Party Affairs Section of 

T.7 ((Military Region 7)) held a Conference to discuss responses aimed at defeating the 

enemy’s new strategic plots. The Conference praised the guerrilla warfare movement and 

the three-pronged attacks in Bà Rịa, especially commending the combat achievements of 

defending the Minh Đạm base. At the same time, the Conference also confirmed and 

directed that: the important task now faced by Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province was the need 

to concentrate on the destruction of the enemy’s “Accelerated Pacification” plan. To 

provide support, the Military Region assigned the 33
rd

 Infantry Regiment (E33)
116

 to 

cooperate in combat actions with the local armed forces. 

After the General Offensive and General Uprising of 1968, the fighting strength of 

440 Battalion had declined significantly. Our numbers were greatly diminished, and our 

weapons and ammunition were lacking and had not yet been replenished. However, after 

a short time, due to the attentive guidance of the Province Committee and the Province 

Unit, by the end of 1968 and moving into 1969, the Battalion’s organisation had 

stabilised. Also at the time, the fighting strength of the unit had basically been restored. 

((P.81)):  After consolidation, the Battalion was still comprised of four companies 

- and additionally included a reconnaissance platoon and headquarters and 

communications elements. The Battalion headquarters comprised: Phan Thanh Hà (Hai 

Hà) as Battalion commander
117

, Ba Kim as deputy Battalion commander, Nguyễn Hữu 

Thi (Hai Thi) as the political officer, and Trương Quang Ngọ (Hai Ngọ) and Phùng Nhự 

Ý (Ba Ý) as deputy political officers. 

At the beginning of 1969, the Province Committee developed COSVN’s 

Resolution 71. Its contents aimed at strongly progressing the three-pronged attack and 

                                                                                                                                                  
Cộng Hoa Hospital, - and to the Biên Hòa PW facility on 10 February 1969. He was released under the 

provisions of Paris Peace Accords on 27 January 1973. 
116

 Translator’s Note: The 33
rd

 NVA Regiment was established on 15 February 1965 in Tuyên Hóa District, 

Quảng Bình Province, and began its deployment into the South on 20 July 1965. In October-November 

1965, it fought in the Plei Me Campaign in the Central Highlands and attacked Ban Mê Thuột Town in 

Darlac Province at Tết Mậu Thân in 1968. Ordered south, the Regiment joined the 5
th

 Việt Cộng Division in 

Tây Ninh Province in June 1968 and was reportedly under command of the B2 Region Headquarters until 

November 1968 – “operating deep into the regions of Biên Hòa, Long Khánh and Bà Rịa provinces”. For a 

history of the 33
rd

 NVA Regiment, see: Chamberlain, E.P., The 33
rd

 Regiment - North Vietnamese Army: 

Their Story, Point Lonsdale, 2013. That work includes English translations of several monographs: the 33
rd

 

Regiment Summary History - ie: Cựu Chiến Binh Trung Đoàn 33 (The 33
rd

 Regiment Veterans), Tóm Tắt 

Truyền Thống Trung Đoàn 33: ((Đơn Vị)) Anh Hùng Lực Lượng Vũ Trang Nhân Dân, (A Summary of the 

Heritage of the 33
rd

 Regiment: A Heroic Unit of the People’s Armed Forces), Hà Nội, July 2010; Ban Liên 

Lạc Truyền Thống Trung Đoàn 33 (A57) - (The Heritage Liaison Committee of the 33
rd

 Regiment (A57)), 

Quá Trình Hình Thành Và Chiến Đấu Của Trung Đoàn 33 Anh Hùng – Từ năm 1965-2010 (The 

Development and Combat History of the Heroic 33
rd

 Regiment – from 1965 to 2010), Vũng Tàu, 2010; Bảo 

Tàng Tỉnh - Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu, Lý Lịch Di Tích Khu Tưởng Niệm Trận Đánh Ngày 6/6/69 Của Trung 

Đoàn 33 (The Background History of the Memorial Area for the Battle of Bình Ba on 6/6/69 by the 33rd 

Regiment) at Bình Ba Village, Châu Đức District, Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu Province, Vũng Tàu, 2011; and 

extracts from The 5
th

 Division History (2005). 
117

 Translator’s Note: The previous Battalion commander - Lương Văn Tình (Hai Tình) – see also footnote 

52, had been replaced. Subsequently, Lương Văn Tình (b. Nam Định) was killed in 1973 – see Serial 397 in 

the annexed List of 440 Battalion Martyrs at p.258. 
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defeating a step in the accelerated pacification plot of the Americans and their puppets. 

Specifically, in Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province, the military activities of the Province’s 

armed forces were to become more active, fighting efficiency was to be increased, more 

of the enemy’s capability was to be wiped out, the local political and military 

proselytising struggles supported efficiently – and, through this, the revolutionary 

organisations would be strengthened and the contested regions be expanded and the 

resistance bases firmly held. 

To implement the Resolution of the Politburo of the Party’s Executive Committee, 

on the battlefield in the South, our forces and our people launched the Spring 1969 attack. 

Fighting broke out violently in many places.
118

 

On the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh battlefield, to implement the policy of the Province 

Committee and strongly advance the three-pronged attack, we attacked and defeated part 

of the accelerated pacification plot of the Americans and their puppets – while, at the 

same time, coordinated with the sounds of battle across the whole of the COSVN zone in 

the Campaign at the beginning of Spring. In accord with the plan, on 22 February 1969 

(Tết Kỷ Sửu
119

) the Province’s armed forces were to simultaneously attack many of the 

enemy’s positions in the nerve-centres of the District capitals, towns, villages and hamlets 

with the aim of gaining prestige and weakening and wiping out part of the enemy’s 

capability.
120

 

In coordination, 440 Battalion joined with the Châu Đức
121

 local troops to attack 

the Long Lễ Sub-Sector (Hòa Long). The task was to wipe out part of the enemy’s 

capability – but, more importantly, to create pressure and block and prevent the enemy at 

the Sub-Sector and the Australian military from coming to the rescue of Bà Rịa as in Mậu 

                                                 
118

 Translator’s Note: According to a US study, on 5 January 1969, Regional Force elements ambushed 440 

Battalion’s C9 Company crossing Route 1 at YS 508058 when the whole of 440 Battalion was returning 

from a rice-supply mission in the area. - CICV, Report MACJ231-6, op.cit., 14 July 1969. According to a 

US report: on 4 February 1969, “in Long Khanh Province, (YS 560998 to YT 552007 - 18 kilometers east 

of Blackhorse) two companies of the 52
nd

 ARVN Regiment engaged a number of enemy in a bunker 

complex. Documents and PWs identified elements of D440 Battalion. Enemy: 1 PW. Friendly: 4 KIA, 29 

WIA.” – CICV, Report MACJ231-6, op.cit., 14 July 1969. Another report related: “D440 Battalion was 

involved in a heavy contact with the 43
rd

 ARVN Regiment at YS 560998 ((about 13 kilometres south-east 

of Xuân Lộc Town)) on 5 February 1969, but by 22 February had redeployed to the Xuân Lộc area where it 

took part in localized attacks.” – Operational Report – Lessons Learned, 11
th

 Armored Cavalry Regiment, 

17 September 1969.  
119

 Translator’s Note: This is incorrect - Tết Kỷ Sửu was in 1949 and 2009; Tết 1969 was Tết Kỷ Dậu – 

beginning on 16 February 1969. 
120

 Translator’s Note: Captured documents indicated that the primary phase of the NVA/VC Tết 1969 

attacks would climax in the period 26-27 February 1969 – 1ATF, Vietnam Digest No.9-69, Núi Đất, 23 

February-1 March 1969. 
121

 Translator’s Note: According to the Châu Đức History (2004), “At Tết Kỷ Dậu (1969), the Châu Đức 

District local troops joined with the 2
nd

 Battalion (ie D.440) to attack the Long Lễ Sub-Sector (Hòa Long) 

in support of an attack by 445 Battalion against the enemy in Bà Rịa Town.” - Nguyễn Công Danh et al, 

Lịch sử … Châu Đức (1930-2000), op.cit., 2004. As noted above, Tết Kỷ Dậu began on 16 February 1969. 

In Hòa Long village, Regional Forces reportedly briefly engaged “150 enemy” on the afternoon of 23 

February 1969 – 1ATF INTSUM No.54-69, Núi Đất, 23 February 1969. The HQ 1ATF (Rear) G Ops Log – 

Sheet 123  reported that Việt Cộng forces withdrew from Hòa Long in the period 0300-0500hrs on 24 

February 1969. 
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Thân 1968; and to support 445 Battalion to complete its task of attacking the enemy in the 

centre of the Town. That night, our forces seized and took control of almost all of the 

allocated targets. The following day, the Battalion fought a battle against the enemy 

counter-attack. After a day of fierce fighting with the enemy infantry - and having to face 

bombs, artillery and many counter-attacks by the joint American and Australian forces, 

the Battalion was ordered to withdraw. In this battle, the Battalion killed tens of the 

enemy, set fire to two tanks, three combat helicopters, one reconnaissance aircraft (of the 

“Old Lady” type
122

), and wiped out and destroyed a lot of the enemy’s important war-

fighting means. 

Another of the Battalion’s assault groups comprised elements of Comrade Tư 

Lôi’s reconnaissance element and the 5
th

 Company led by Comrade Nguyễn Văn Bé – the 

commander of the 5
th

 Company, that attacked the water pumping station in Bà Rịa.
123

 

This group was not able to complete its task, only destroying five of the eight rows of 

defensive wire fences and had no explosives left to blow open the gate. Our troops were 

unable to develop the attack and were forced to withdraw to conserve our forces. The 

reason was that our internal agents had advised that there were only five rows of wire 

defences – when, in fact, there were up to eight. 

Although not inflicting many casualties on the enemy as in Tết Mậu Thân 1968, 

the Spring 1969 attack by 440 Battalion
124

, the District local troops and guerrillas on the 

bases and enemy nerve-centres in Bà Rịa Town, the District capitals and many villages 

and hamlets of Châu Đức, Long Đất and Xuyên Mộc – still had a very large political 

                                                 
122

 Translator’s Note: “Old Lady” was the NVA/VC nickname for the Cessna L-19 (O-1) Bird Dog – an 

unarmed light liaison and observation aircraft for directing artillery and attack aircraft. Two US L-19s were 

loaned to 1ATF’s 169 Reconnaissance Flight. 
123

 Translator’s Note: The attack on Bà Rịa Town at Tết 1969 is related in the D445 Battalion History 

(1991), but there is no mention of participation by any elements of 440 Battalion – Chamberlain E. P., … 

D445 …, op.cit., 2011, pp.62-63. According to a US study, both 440 and 445 Battalions were involved in 

the attack on the “Ba Ria Training Centre at YS 381618”, where the two battalions “lost a total of 4 KIA 

and 3 PWs” (“Friendly 9 KIA, 26 WIA”) - CICV, Report MACJ231-6, op.cit., 14 July 1969. However, this 

is probably a reference to the attack on the A & L Compound (YS 385618) on the northern edge of Bà Rịa 

Town on 23 February 1969 that was repulsed by 1ATF’s B/9RAR – assisted by Vietnamese elements, in 

which four enemy were killed and one wounded – and a large quantity of weapons and ammunition were 

captured. The attacking VC force was identified as elements of D445 Battalion (C1, C3 Companies and a 

reconnaissance element)  – 1ATF INTSUM No.54-69, Núi Đất, 23 February 1969. A 1ATF study noted 

however that: “During Feb 69 ((440 Battalion)) moved from the Xuan Loc area to a camp at YS 375755 

from where elements took part in the battles at Baria and Hoa Long.” – Annex A to de Cure, P.F. Major, 

D440 LF Battalion, HQ 1ATF – Núi Đất, 29 September 1969. The 1ATF Núi Đất base received 82mm 

mortar fire on the night 22-23 February 1969 - HQ1ATF (Rear) G Ops Log, Núi Đất, Sheet 125.  In mid- 

February 1969 – preparatory to Tết 1969, 1ATF Main Headquarters and two of its three infantry battalions 

deployed to the Long Bình area in Biên Hòa Province for almost seven weeks – the NVA/VC Tết attacks 

began on 22/23 February, a few days after the NVA/VC seven-day Tết truce expired – see Ekins, A. with 

McNeill, I., Fighting to the Finish, Allen & Unwin, Crows Nest, 2012, pp.99-100. 
124

 Translator’s Note: As noted earlier, according to a US report: “The D440 Local Force Battalion was 

involved in a heavy contact with the 43
rd

 ARVN Regiment at YS 560998 ((about 13 kilometres south-east 

of Xuân Lộc Town)) on 5 February ((1969)), but by 22 February the Battalion had redeployed to the Xuân 

Lộc area where it took part in localized attacks.” - 11
th

 Armored Cavalry Regiment, Operational Report – 

For Period Ending 30 Apr 69, 15 May 1969. 
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significance. They not only affirmed the everlasting existence of the Revolution, but also 

asserted the strength of our armed forces at all levels, shattering the misrepresentations of 

the enemy’s psychological warfare propaganda of the past that: After Tết Mậu Thân in 

1968, by their withdrawal [sic] operations, they had basically eradicated the local armed 

units and pushed the Việt Cộng’s
125

 main-force elements away towards the border. The 

success of our Spring 1969 operations greatly fired the masses and the local 

Revolutionary Movement with enthusiasm. 

After the victory of the attacks and engagements at the beginning of Spring, the 

Province Committee and the Province Unit directed the Province and District armed 

forces to swiftly consolidate their elements and continue to stay close to and strike the 

enemy, defend our bases against enemy sweeping operations, wipe out the evil 

oppressors, support the movement of the masses locally, expand the contested regions, 

and create the impetus to take control of broader areas. 

Subsequently, 440 Battalion continued to operate side-by-side with the local 

District troops and guerrillas in the critical area of Hòa Long and pressure the Long Lễ 

Sub-Sector. The specific requirements were to: contribute to breaking up the enemy’s 

partly-armed organisations (the People’s Self-Defence Force
126

) in their installations on 

the edges of villages and hamlets; support the masses’ movement to rise up and take 

control; and to create the conditions for our political struggle and military proselytising 

elements to operate and develop favourably. The result of this phase of activities was the 

mobilisation by Châu Đức District of nearly 80 youth to leave government control and 

join the resistance. 

((P.85)):  The Province, District and village forces always coordinated and closely 

synchronised their efforts in implementing the three-pronged attack on the enemy in the 

early months of 1969.
127

 The impetus to take control of many villages and hamlets in 

Long Đất, Xuyên Mộc and Châu Đức was created and solidly consolidated.
128

 

To contend with the rising people’s warfare movement in all the rural areas of the 

Province, the enemy strove to re-consolidate its forces and counter-attack us in all areas 

and on all fronts. The main-forces of the Americans and their puppets – and their 

                                                 
125

 Translator’s Note: The use of the term “Việt Cộng” is unusual – as such is avoided in Vietnamese 

communist writings. The Vietnamese communists did not refer to themselves as “Việt Cộng” (“Cộng Sản 

Việt Nam” - Vietnamese Communists) – as this was a pejorative term initiated and used by the Republic of 

Vietnam (RVN - ie South Vietnam), the US and its allies. 
126

 Translator’s Note: See footnote 74. 
127

 Translators Note: According to a US study, on 4 March 1969, 440 Battalion clashed with the 2
nd

 Mobile 

Strike Force (“Mike Strike Force” - MSF) Battalion at YS 490513 in the southern Long Hải Mountains. 440 

Battalion casualties were not known, but 13 MSF were killed and 33 wounded. – CICV, Report MACJ231-

6, op.cit., 14 July 1969. 
128

 Translator’s Note: A report dated 19 March 1969 - signed by 440 Battalion’s political officer - Hai Thi, 

to the Province Unit related that: “personnel maintained a high fighting spirit, although not familiar with the 

terrain. … They received strong support from the villagers during the battles for Hòa Long and Bình Ba ((ie 

before June 1969)). They reacted courageously against the enemy counter-offensive in the area of Ấp 

Dương on 17 March 1969 – also in that action the 12.7mm anti-aircraft element provided effective 

support.” The report also noted that Sáu Cut – a company cadre, and five platoon cadre and “personnel of 

the 5
th

 Company still needed to improve their morale”. - CDEC Log 07-2146-69. 
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Australian vassals, increased their sweeping operations and the destruction of our bases, 

adjacent areas and our guerrilla regions. Their Regional Forces and Popular Forces 

scoured the built-up areas and adjacent areas by day and night. Police, spies, and 

“Pheonix” operatives constantly tried to influence the thoughts and the psychology of the 

people, and strove to hunt for and destroy our revolutionary organisations with the aim of 

implementing their pacification from the inside. Additionally, they used their B-52 

aircraft to drop thousands of tonnes of bombs (including napalm and cluster bombs) and 

poisonous chemicals on our base area regions of Xuyên Mộc, the Minh Đạm, and the Núi 

Thị Vải Mountains to exterminate the jungle; and they bull-dozed bare both sides along 

the communications axes – and deeper than a kilometre into the jungle, adjacent to our 

base areas. 

At that time, the Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu battlefield was especially tense and violent. 

Our base area regions became constrained and were constantly attacked by the enemy. 

Our communications were broken; and the passage of liaison information between 

villages, the Districts and Province was completely interrupted. Our reserves were nearly 

exhausted, and food was very scarce (rice
129

 was put aside, and there were times when it 

was only counted out by small lon
130

 containers, and reserved to cook gruel for the 

wounded). The principal means of life for our cadre were those fruits and jungle 

vegetables that they were able to find - but these gradually became even scarcer as we 

entered the Dry Season and suffered the consequences of the enemy’s rain of poisonous 

chemicals. There were times when our wounded could not be moved, patients could not 

be treated or saved in time, and many comrades died due to a lack of medicines and even 

hunger.
131

 In this period, the Route 2 battlefield faced many difficulties and the most 

violence.
132

 

                                                 
129

 Translator’s Note: With effect from 1 November 1969, the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province Unit directed 

that the ration entitlements for 445 and 440 Battalions were to be 27 litres of rice per man/month when on 

operations and 25 litres when in base areas or training – CDEC Log 06-2911-70. For detail on NVA/VC 

rice and salt rations, see 1ATF Troops Information Sheet No.33, Núi Đất, 21 February-5 March 1967: VC 

rations – combat troops 750gm of rice per day, but 875gm for artillery troops. In mid-1971, HQ SVNLA 

reviewed the food supply criteria to: Category I - 700gm (1.538 lb) husked rice daily, 700gm salt monthly 

for: transport units, production units, maintenance units, and combat units. Category II: 650gm rice daily, 

700gm salt monthly for other units and agencies. For NVA/VC use of flour and corn as food staples, see 

Annex F to 1ATF INTSUM No.166/71, Núi Đất, 16 June 1971. See also footnote 131. 
130

 Translator’s Note:  “lon” or “lon sữa bò” – was a small aluminium condensed or powdered milk can. A 

“lon” was used as a standard measure for a range of goods – particularly rice, with a capacity of one third of 

a litre and a weight of 250 grams of rice, or 397 grams of condensed milk (eg Ông Thọ brand). 
131

 Translator’s Note: A captured document related that large quantities of rice and other foodstuffs were 

acquired by the Province Forward Supply Council through “purchasing agents”. For example in the first 

half of 1969, the Council reported - on 25 August 1969, having purchased or requisitioned: 186,079 litres of 

rice in Xuân Lộc District and 21,150 litres in Châu Đức in the first six months of 1969; in the first quarter 

of 1969, 66,000 litres of rice were acquired in Long Đất; 18,775 in Cao Su; 45,393 in Định Quán; and 1,630 

in Xuyên Mộc. The report also included a discrete Cao Su District – ie to the north of Châu Đức, with a 

total of 42,237 people “living in the plantations” – the populations of other Districts were noted, together 

with numbers of vehicles. The report also related difficulties in recruiting “purchasing agents” and civilian 

labourers. - CDEC Log 02-1480-70.  
132

 Translator’s Note: 1ATF records note that at 0630hrs on 31 March 1969, 440 Battalion elements 

attacked Bình Ba village at YS 425740 and shelled the RF post at YS 449738 with 82mm mortar fire. 
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The fighting between us and the enemy on the battlefield was imbalanced. The 

Province’s armed forces only comprised two battalions – 440 and 445; the local District 

companies were C34 
133

 – Châu Đức, C25 – Long Đất, and K8 – Xuân Lộc (separately, 

the two Districts of Cao Su and Xuyên Mộc each had a reinforced platoon); and Vũng 

Tàu and Bà Rịa Towns had special action forces and village guerrillas. These forces were 

reinforced by: the A32 Sapper Company
134

 (with over 30 comrades) and the 33
rd

 Infantry 

Regiment (E-33). However, the policy of the Province Committee regarded military 

results as the core activity in order to support our political and military proselytising 

activities and achieve destruction of the accelerated pacification programme of the 

Americans and their puppets. Accordingly, at this time, the operations of our Province 

military units continued to be pushed strongly.
135

 

In implementing the orders
136

 from the Province Committee and the Province 

Unit, from the end of May 1969
137

, 440 Battalion deployed down to Xuyên Mộc to 

                                                                                                                                                  
Results were recorded as: “three enemy KIA and one LMG captured; friendly losses were - one RF KIA, 

one RF WIA and one M16 lost.” – 1ATF INTSUM No.90-69, Núi Đất, 31 March 1969.  In April 1969, a 

rallier reported that 440 Battalion’s strength was “307 members in good physical condition and 48 sick and 

wounded” - Appendix II to Annex A to 1ATF INTSUM No.84/70, Núi Đất, 25 March 1970. 
133

 Translator’s Note: According to the Châu Đức History (2004), C34 Company was not formed until 1973 

– “With the aim of strengthening the combat capabilities of the District’s concentrated forces, in April 

1973, our C20 unit (code-named C300) and our C41 unit (code-named C400) were combined as C34 

(taking the first number of their respective code-names). … The 34
th

 Company’s predecessor had been C20 

– the Châu Đức District Unit that had been formed on 5 February 1961.” - Nguyễn Công Danh et al, Lịch 

sử … Châu Đức (1930-2000), op.cit., 2004 
134

 Translator’s Note: See the earlier mention at footnote 38 of the formation of the “A32 Water Sapper 

Unit” in 1968. A “24
th

 Sapper Company” was formed in early 1972 – see the Châu Đức District History 

(2004) - Nguyễn Công Danh et al, Lịch sử … Châu Đức (1930-2000), op.cit., 2004; and the 33
rd

 Regiment 

“Summary History” - Cựu Chiến Binh Trung Đoàn 33, Tóm Tắt … Trung Đoàn 33, op.cit., July 2010. 
135

 Translator’s Note: According to the Australian official history, “D445 Battalion and part of D440 

Battalion occupied part of Đất Đỏ in mid-May” 1969 - Ekins, A. with McNeill, I., Fighting to the Finish, 

op.cit., 2012, p.154.  Although not specifically mentioned in the 445 Battalion History (1991), a captured 

report - signed by the 445 Battalion Political Officer, related the 445 Battalion’s attack on Đất Đỏ on 14-15 

May 1969 – by all four companies and with elements of 440 Battalion (“D2”), resulting in six D445 

personnel killed and 31 wounded.  The report claimed to have “put out of action 107 enemy, seized five 

weapons and captured a PW.” CDEC Log 07-2146-69.  On the morning of 15 May, 1ATF ready-reaction 

elements (9RAR) deployed to assist the Regional Forces at Đất Đỏ. A “consolidated report” on the morning 

of 16 May by 1ATF on the engagements in Đất Đỏ listed the “friendly losses” as: “ARVN KIA: 7, ARVN 

WIA: 26, ARVN MIA: 12 – 12 M16 rifles missing”; and the “enemy losses”: as “ 2 KIA (possible), one M2 

rifle and one pistol captured.” – 1ATF INTSUM No.136-69, Núi Đất, 16 May 1969. 1ATF assessed the 

“company-strength attack” as comprising elements of 445 Battalion and the C25 Long Đất District 

Company. 1ATF also later reported that 440 Battalion “had combined with D445 to attack Dat Do – results 

3 WIA.” – Annex A to de Cure, P.F. Major, D440 LF Battalion, HQ 1ATF – Núi Đất, 29 September 1969. 

For 440 Battalion’s involvement in the attack on Đất Đỏ, see also the following footnotes 137 and 194. 
136

 Translator’s Note: COSVN directed a 1969 Summer-Autumn Campaign beginning on 5 May 1969 – 

with the principal front in Tây Ninh and Bình Long Provinces and a secondary front against the 18
th

 ARVN 

Division and areas east of Sài Gòn. – see the 5
th

 Division History (2005). 
137

 Translator’s Note: In a 17 May 1969 report, 440 Battalion advised the Province Unit that a Battalion 

political re-orientation course was delayed “because the unit was short of rice”, and “440 was forced to 

borrow rice from 445 Battalion” – and possibly the Long Đất District Unit.  440 Battalion “continued to 

submit brief situation reports to the Provincial Unit Headquarters by radio once every five days. … 440 had 
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coordinate with the local District forces and the village guerrillas to attack the enemy and 

expand our zones.
138

 The objective – to cut Route 23 (in the stretch of road at Cầu Trọng 
139

), was to block the movement of the enemy’s reinforcements from the Bà Rịa Sector, to 

isolate the enemy at Xuyên Mộc Sub-Sector, to limit their coercion, and to create 

conditions for the masses to rise up and take control. After moving to Xuyên Mộc, the 

Battalion quickly sent some cadre and a reconnaissance element to study the targets and 

to develop a concrete battle plan. However, close to the day of issuing battle orders, we 

received an order from the Province Unit recalling the Battalion to its base in order to 

coordinate with the 33rd Regiment in an attack on the enemy located at the Bình Ba 

strategic hamlet.
140

 

                                                                                                                                                  
already submitted the after-action report covering the attack on the Đất Đỏ area ((ie 14-15 May)) to Ba Út 

and Hai Binh. … The 5
th

 and 9
th

 Companies had destroyed two enemy companies and sustained four 

wounded. Hai Ba continued to investigate the selected objective in Phước Hải ((YS 515537)) and D2 

((D440)) returned to its base in the Cầu Giây area along the Sông Ray.” – CDEC Log 07-2146-69. 

Subsequently, a captured document revealed that: “On the night of 30 May 1969, company cadre from 

D440 Battalion (Sáu Việt) met in Phước Lợi and Phước Thạnh villages with District and village cadre. The 

following day, Mười Sinh (Tạ Hồng Sinh – a deputy secretary of Long Đất District) planned to travel with 

Sáu Việt to Hội Mỹ village to plan military activities in the villages along the coast.” - CDEC Log 11-2617-

69. 
138

 Translator’s Note: According to a 1ATF intelligence report at the end of May 1969, 440 Battalion – 

“was the regional bn for Long Khánh Province, and is normally deployed in the south of that Province.” – 

Annex D to 6RAR/NZ (ANZAC) Bn, OPO 1 (OP Lavarack), Núi Đất, 29 May 1969 – AWM95, 7/6/17. 

However, following the 1ATF ambush on 29 May 1969 at the abandoned Thừa Tích village (YS 6180 – 

north-west of Xuyên Mộc, see following footnote 143), 1ATF reported “elements of D440 LF Bn and D445 

LF Bn were identified moving north through Thừa Tích (centre of mass YS 6189) on 30 May 1969.” – 

1ATF, Enemy Situation Phuoc Tuy Province, 23 May – 1 June 1969, Núi Đất, 3 June 1969.  
139

 Translator’s Note: Cầu Trọng Bridge – over the Sông Ray/Rai River on Route 23 (now Route 55), at GR 

YS 599637 - about seven kilometres south-west of Xuyên Mộc District Town; ie four kilometres south-west 

of the Route 23/Route 328 intersection. 
140

 Translator’s Note: This order is related in a Party History: “The Military Committee of COSVN’s 

Headquarters directed the 33
rd

 COSVN Main Force Regiment to coordinate with the Province’s D440 (ie 

2
nd

 Battalion) and the Châu Đức District troops to counter-attack on Route 2.” - Trần Văn Khánh (et al), 

Ban … Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu, Lịch sử Đảng bộ tỉnh Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu, Tập II, 1954-1975, op.cit., 2000, 

(Chapter VIII). Earlier - on 20 May 1969, the planned meeting between Presidents Richard Nixon and 

Nguyễn Văn Thiệu on 8 June at Midway was announced in the US media. With the announcement of the 

formation of the Provisional Revolutionary Government (PRG) planned for 8 June, COSVN is believed to 

have directed a series of “high point” attacks for psychological impact – ie as an intensification of their 

1969 Summer-Autumn Campaign that had begun on 5 May 1969 – see footnotes 136 and 150. According to 

1ATF: “On the evening of 5/6 June, the enemy opened the June action period throughout the III CTZ with 

attacks which were probably staged to emphasise the enemy’s continuing capabilities to conduct offensive 

action throughout South Vietnam, for the benefit of the Presidential meeting at Midway.” - 1ATF, Vietnam 

Digest 22-69, Núi Đất, 1-6 June 1969. Across the southern provinces, there was a significant increase in 

communist indirect attacks by mortars and rockets – and several major ground attacks: in Tây Ninh 

Province - including against bases of the 25
th

 US Infantry Division; at An Lộc; near Gia Ray in Long Khánh 

Province; and a “Campaign” attack on Bình Ba village in Phước Tuy Province north of 1ATF on 5 June 

1969 by the 33
rd

 Regiment – reportedly intended to lure Australian forces into a major ambush (see footnote 

163). On 6 June, elements of the VC D445 Battalion attacked a Rural Development Cadre post at Hội Mỹ 

and mortared the nearby 9RAR Fire Support Base Thrust (YS 500549, 25-30  82mm rounds). On 7 June, 

the C-41 District Company attacked positions in Hòa Long Village. The first “high point” in the 1969 
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 On the afternoon that the Battalion was preparing to return, the Battalion received 

news that Province senior cadre (including Comrade Hai Hà
141

 – the Province deputy 

chief-of-staff, and Comrades Tư Lạc and Hai Bình who were both deputy commanders of 

the Province Unit) - and a reconnaissance section that the Battalion had sent as escort, had 

been ambushed by the Australian military
142

 in the area of the entrance to Bàu Lâm 

village.
143

 The Battalion headquarters immediately dispatched Comrade Trương Quang 

                                                                                                                                                  
“Summer-Autumn Campaign” was reported in the Hà Nội media: “In Eastern Nam Bộ, just between 5 and 

10 June, the army and the people of the provinces north and north-east of Sài Gòn attacked … wiping out 

nearly 8,000 men …” - Vietnam News Agency, “Dazzling Military Feats During June”, Nhân Dân, Hà Nội, 

1 July 1969, p.3. Subsequently, towards the end of the second “high point” phase, the 274
th

 VC Regiment 

launched a major night assault on a two-company Thai defensive position near Lộc An in Long Thành 

District of Biên Hòa Province on 16 June 1969. Forewarned by signals intelligence from 1ATF, the 

defending Thai forces reportedly killed 212 VC. Thai casualties were six killed and 34 wounded.  That 

attack was also reported in the Hà Nội press: “On 15 June, the PLAF of Biên Hòa Province destroyed a 

battalion-size unit of Thai troops near Long Thành.”  - Vietnam News Agency, “Dazzling …”, Nhân Dân, 

op.cit., 1 July 1969, p.3. The Đồng Nai Communist Party of Vietnam History records: “the 4
th

 Regiment 

((274
th
 Regiment)) attacked and destroyed two Thai battalions at Binh Sơn.” 

141
 Translator’s Note: “Hai Hà” is not Phan Thanh Hà (Hai Hà) – ie not the “Hai Hà” noted earlier as the 

commander of 440 Battalion. 
142

 Translator’s Note: At 8.30pm on 29 May 1969, 1ATF elements – including M113A1 APCs (2/B/3 

Cavalry Regiment), ambushed a large Việt Cộng group – estimated at 50-strong, moving northward on 

Route 328 near the southern entrance to the abandoned Thừa Tích village (YS 6180 – referred to by 

communist elements as Bàu Lâm), killing 11. Six AK47s, an RPG 2, 14 heavy packs, and a quantity of 

medical and surgical equipment were recovered. Fire support to the Australian forces included an AC-47 

“Spooky” gunship. Captured documents indicated the Việt Cộng group included elements from Bà Long 

Province, D440 and D445. – 1ATF INTSUM No.150-69, Núi Đất, 30 May 1969. Photographs of the 

ambush aftermath are in the Australian War Memorial (AWM) collection - including AWM 

BEL/69/0378/VN, BEL/69/0364/VN. The official account of the Australian ambush at Thừa Tích/Bàu Lâm 

is in Ekins, A. with McNeill, I., Fighting to the Finish, op.cit., 2012, pp.145-152. Other accounts include: 

Anderson, P., When the Scorpion Stings: The history of the 3
rd

 Cavalry Regiment - South Vietnam 1965-

1972, Allen & Unwin, Crows Nest, 2002, pp.165-168; Walker, F., Ghost Platoon, Hachette Australia, 

Sydney, 2011, pp.1-70 – including a sketch map; and Bigwood, R. & A., We Were REOS, Xlibris 

Corporation, 2011. Recovered Việt Cộng documents included a Letter of Appreciation for Đỗ Văn Minh – a 

D440 Battalion section commander, signed by the Province deputy political officer – Nguyễn Thanh Cần. 

Appendix 1 to this D440 Battalion History (2011) includes a photograph of the “Memorial Stela – Martyrs 

Sacrificed at the Stone Gates of Bàu Lâm Village - 1969” that lists fourteen 440 Battalion personnel killed 

in that action – see Appendix 1.  However, on the Memorial Stela, the dates of their deaths at Bàu Lâm 

included “15-2-69” (three); “16-2-69” (three – including Ba Kim, the Battalion’s second-in-command); 

“15-12-69” (three); 1969 (one); and undated (four). The dates on the Stela are in error. 1ATF was to 

observe a 24-hour ceasefire for the Buddha’s Birthday on 30 May 1969 - ie 300600H to 310600H, a 

“temporary cessation of offensive operations” - see 1ATF Instruction R569-1-2, OPS 874, 270600Z May 

1969. 
143

 Translator’s Note: Bàu Lâm (Lâm Pond) was originally a hamlet of Thừa Tích village (YS 614798-

614804 – on Route 328, about 23km by road or 13km directly north-west of Xuyên Mộc District Town) and 

was the preferred Việt Cộng title for the Thừa Tích area. Accounts of attacks by communist forces on the 

government presence at Bàu Lâm/Thừa Tích in 1957 and May 1963 are related in the D445 Battalion 

History (1991) – see Chamberlain, E.P., … D445 …, op.cit., 2011, p.4 and pp.15-16. A coffee plantation 

area until the early-mid 1960s, Thừa Tích village had been abandoned – but some villagers under Việt Cộng 

control remained in the area and provided support – see Võ Kim Hanh et al, Xuyên Mộc Kháng Chiến … 

http://cas.awm.gov.au/item/BEL/69/0378/VN
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Ngọ – the deputy political officer, with some cadre and soldiers to return quickly to the 

site of the enemy ambush in order to coordinate with the on-site forces and the local Bàu 

Lâm village forces to treat the wounded, recover weapons and equipment, and bury the 

dead. After reaching the area after about a four-hour march, they found that the 

Australians had captured all the wounded and taken away the corpses. There was only 

one body left – hidden in a clump of bushes, that the Australians had not seen as it was 

dark. Our advanced element recovered the body and buried it carefully. The next 

morning, as ordered by Comrade Phan Thanh Hà, the Battalion headquarters further 

tasked Comrade Ba Kim – the Battalion deputy commander, to take a key firepower 

group (B40, B41, 60mm mortars, 82mm mortars) and return to the position that had been 

ambushed. In a situation where they met the enemy, they were to use this firepower to 

attack and destroy the enemy to revenge our comrades-in-arms who had been killed and, 

if possible, recover their bodies. The area of the ambush was covered in alang grass
144

, 

and while searching for a way to close with the enemy, a helicopter appeared and fired 

heavily upon our group. At the same time, an enemy tank arrived and engaged and 

pursued our element. We were unable to recover the bodies – and, moreover, another 

three of our comrades were killed – including Comrade Ba Kim. In this battle, the 

Battalion lost nine comrades killed (including one battalion-level cadre), while the 

remainder were senior cadre. These were heavy losses, and very regrettable.
145

   

 On 3 June 1969, the Battalion deployed from east of Route 2 (the Bàu Chinh 

area
146

) back to the Tre Base Area (near Châu Lạc hamlet of Xà Bang village)
147

 in order 

                                                                                                                                                  
(The Resistance War in Xuyên Mộc), op.cit., 1989.  The Việt Cộng “Bàu Lâm base”, principally a logistics 

and support facility – ie “Base Area 33”, was in the immediate area. 
144

 Translator’s Note: Literally: cỏ tranh – ie Imperata cylindrica, also commonly known as cogon or kunai 

grass.  
145

 Translator’s Note: On the afternoon of 30 May 1969, at YS 612725, an estimated 17 Việt Cộng 

attempted to ambush the Australian force moving south from the Thừa Tích area to Xuyên Mộc Town. Five 

Việt Cộng were killed, and one RPG-2 and one RPG-7 were recovered – 1ATF INTSUM No.150-69, Núi 

Đất, 30 May 1969, see also AWM photograph BEL/69/0354/VN.  As noted, the engagements are also 

related in detail in Ekins, A. with McNeill, I., Fighting to the Finish, op.cit, 2012, pp.145-152 – but without 

detail on the involvement of D440 Battalion elements. Ba Kim’s death is recorded in the annexed 440 

Battalion Martyrs’ List at Serial 533 – b. Hải Dương Province, Battalion deputy commander, killed on 16 

February 1969. Surprisingly, the late September 1969 10-page report by 1ATF on 440 Battalion did not 

include the Thừa Tích/Bàu Lâm engagements of 29 and 30 May 1969 in its “Short History of D440 – 1969” 

ie: “a short chronological resume of D440 LF Bn’s operations and movements from Feb-Sep 69.” – Annex 

A to de Cure, P.F. Major, D440 LF Battalion, HQ 1ATF – Núi Đất, 29 September 1969.  While citing 11 

enemy killed in the ambush at Thừa Tích on 29 May 1969, Headquarters II Field Force Vietnam reported 

that “an ambush” on 30 May “resulted in ten enemy killed” - II Field Force Vietnam, Operational Report – 

Lessons Learned, Period ending 31 July 1969, 17 December 1969. 
146

 Translator’s Note: Probably located in the vicinity of YS 600755, near the junction of Routes 328 and 

327. 
147

 Translator’s Note: When operating in northern Phước Tuy, D440’s principal bases were: the Tre Base 

Area (vicinity of YS 4285), the K Base Area (YS 387755) or the Hắc Dịch Base Area  (YS 341773) – see 

the rallier debrief at 1ATF INTSUM No.137/70, Núi Đất, 17 May 1970. Châu Lạc is at YS 437815. A 

1ATF study noted: “the Chau Lac Plantation (YS 4688) ((was)) known as the Tre (bamboo) base, because 

of extensive bamboo in the area.” – Annex A to de Cure, P.F. Major, D440 LF Battalion, HQ 1ATF – Núi 

Đất, 29 September 1969.   
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to prepare for the combined attack with the 33rd Regiment on the Bình Ba strategic 

hamlet.
148

 At dawn on 4 June, when we were about to set up the camp and finish 

consolidating our living areas, an Australian commando company entered our base 

area.
149

 At the same time, a group of Assault Youth porters from Province carrying 

ammunition in preparation for the Campaign arrived. The attack by the Australians into 

the base struck the look-out post and defences of the reconnaissance element. Although 

attacked by surprise - because the Battalion had combat elements in place, it was able to 

quickly turn the situation around and effectively block the enemy’s attack. Finally, as the 

Australians had been stopped, attacked decisively and had suffered many wounded, the 

Australians were forced to withdraw. Pressured, they called in artillery, helicopters and 

jet aircraft in a frenzied attack on our base throughout the day and that night. Based on 

their battlefield experience, the Battalion headquarters soon ordered the troops to 

reinforce their shelters and trenches. They then coordinated their movements and 

dispersed our forces in time to avoid the enemy plan to annihilate us. In this battle, our 

reconnaissance element had one killed (Comrade Nọ) and one wounded (Comrade Tâm). 

Additionally, three comrades in the Assault Youth force doing portering tasks were killed 

when an artillery round hit a shelter. Consequently, in relation to the Bình Ba battle, even 

before a shot had been fired, the Battalion was in an adverse situation. And, for this 

                                                 
148

  Translator’s Note: The movement of D440 Battalion is very similarly recorded in a 33
rd

 Regiment 

document describing the Regiment’s memorial in Bình Ba: “On 3 June, the 440 Local Force Battalion 

moved from east of Route 2 (Bàu Chinh) back to its base area to prepare for the battle to be launched in 

coordination with the 33rd Regiment on the strategic hamlet at Bình Ba. At dawn on 4 June, an Australian 

commando company swept into the camp just as 440 Battalion was setting up camp.” - Bảo Tàng Tỉnh - Bà 

Rịa-Vũng Tàu, Lý Lịch Di Tích Khu Tưởng Niệm … (The Background History of the Memorial Area …), 

op.cit., 2011. Bàu Chinh was reportedly at YS 495805 (centre of mass) – about four kilometres north of 

Bình Giã village; and also noted at YS 600755 – about seven kilometres south of Thừa Tích village on 

Route 328. 
149

 Translator’s Note: 1ATF’s 6RAR/NZ (Operation Lavarack) engaged several groups of enemy east of 

Route 2 and west and north-west of Xà Bang village (ie in the vicinity of D440’s Tre Base Area – vicinity 

YS 4285) in the period 31 May-5 June 1969 resulting in 10 enemy killed – see 6RAR/NZ War Diary and 

After Action Reports, AWM95, 7/6/21-22. However, no engagement accurately matches the description of 

the 4 June dawn engagement related in the D440 History (2011) above in terms of exact timing and 

location.  On 4 June, A/6RAR attacked an enemy camp and bunker system at YS 392776 and forced the 

withdrawal of the enemy force – presumed to be elements of the C-41 Châu Đức District Company (but 

“positive identification was not made”). According to the diary of Nguyễn Hoàng Mai – the commander of 

C-41 Company, there was a “battle” when Australian troops attacked the unit’s base camp on 4 and 5 June 

1969 - resulting in one C-41 soldier killed and one wounded, and in which “six Australian enemy were 

killed.” - Annex A to 1ATF INTSUM No.241-69, Núi Đất, 29 August 1969.  On 5 June at 0005hrs, 

3/V/6RAR/NZ killed three Việt Cộng soldiers at YS 442888. 3/W/6RAR/NZ discovered a “company 

position” and bunker system - and subsequently a “staging area”, and engaged an enemy platoon at 1030hrs 

on 5 June at YS 424844 (including with artillery and Australian and US helicopter Light Fire Team 

support) – ie in the vicinity of the Tre Base Area. An airstrike on the afternoon of 5 June struck an “enemy 

base camp” at that location (YS 424844 – Slope 30) – 1ATF INTSUM No.156-69, Núi Đất, 5 June 1969; 

and SITREP, 6 June 1969. However, the 6RAR/NZ After Action Report and a senior regimental historian 

have stated the enemy force engaged in that area on 5 June was the 1
st
 Battalion of the 33

rd
 NVA Regiment 

– see Johnson, L. D., Operation Lavarack - Phuoc Tuy Province, Vietnam, 1969, Australian Army Journal, 

Vol VII, No.2, Winter 2010, pp.94-95. Recovered documents indicated rear service elements of 33
rd

 

Regiment at YS 424844 – 1ATF INTSUM No.158/69, Núi Đất, 7 June 1969. 



63 

 

reason, the Campaign Headquarters
150

 adjusted the plans for the force to attack Bình Ba. 

This now involved an element of the 1st Battalion of the 33rd Regiment – led by 

Battalion commander Comrade Triệu Kim Sơn
151

, being given the task of attacking the 

post – replacing 440 Battalion.
152

 

 ((P.90)):  In the original plan, 440 Battalion was to attack and seize the objective 

in the Bình Ba strategic hamlet – this included the post of the 664 Regional Forces 

Company
153

, the police post, the offices of the “Pheonix” quisling spies, and the positions 

of the People’s Self-Defence Force. Having taken control of the battlefield, the Battalion 

then had the task of luring the enemy relief forces from the Long Lễ Sub-Sector and the 

Australian military at Núi Đất – and thus creating the situation for the 33rd Regiment to 

ambush them from Sông Cầu hamlet to Đức Mỹ hamlet.
154

 D440’s remaining troops 

would attack the enemy in the area adjacent to Bình Ba village. These attacks would be 

coordinated with an attack on the Ấp Bắc area of Hòa Long village by the Châu Đức local 

troops and village guerrillas.
155

 The Campaign Headquarters chose 440 Battalion to attack 

Bình Ba as - first of all, its cadre and soldiers knew the terrain and, moreover, the tactic of 

                                                 
150

 Translator’s Note: A “Campaign Headquarters” is also mentioned in 33
rd

 Regiment accounts, including 

directing the 33
rd

 Regiment to assume the major occupation task at Bình Ba - see Bảo Tàng Tỉnh - Bà Rịa-

Vũng Tàu, Lý Lịch Di Tích Khu Tưởng Niệm … (The Background History of the Memorial Area …), 

op.cit., 2011.  While the Campaign Headquarters is not specifically named, it was probably an element of 

Headquarters Military Region 7 (but is not mentioned in the Military Region 7 History). A listing of the 39 

NVA/VC “Campaigns” in the South does not include a discrete “Bình Ba Campaign” – but does include a 

“Long Khánh Campaign: 5 May – 20 June 1969” involving the 5
th

 VC Division. - Bộ Quốc phòng - Viện 

Lịch sử Quân sự Việt Nam (Vietnam Military History Institute – Department of Defence), Tóm tắt các 

chiến dịch trong kháng chiến chống Mỹ cứu nước (Summary of the Campaigns in the Anti-American War 

of National Salvation 1954 - 1975), NXB QĐND (People’s Army Publishing House), Hà Nội, 2003; also 

published in English in 2009 as Phạm Vĩnh Phúc (ed), Operations in the US Resistance War, Thế Giới 

Publishers, Hà Nội, 2009. 
151

 Translator’s Note: Triệu Kim Sơn later commanded the 3
rd

 Battalion (ie 9
th

 Battalion) of the 33
rd

 

Regiment at the Battle of Núi Lê/Núi Sao against the Australian 4RAR/NZ elements on 20-21 September 

1971. In 1972-1977, he was the deputy commander of the 33
rd

 Regiment - Quá Trình Hình Thành … Trung 

Đoàn 33, op.cit., 2010. 
152

 Translator’s Note: 33
rd

 NVA Regiment accounts corroborate this exchange of tasks – including that: 440 

Battalion was struck by “an enemy sweeping operation into their base area. Consequently, the 33rd 

Regiment’s 1st Battalion replaced them in that urgent situation.”- Quá Trình Hình Thành … Trung Đoàn 

33, op.cit., 2010;  Cựu Chiến Binh Trung Đoàn 33, Tóm Tắt … Trung Đoàn 33 (Summary History), op.cit., 

July 2010; and Bảo Tàng Tỉnh - Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu, Lý Lịch Di Tích Khu Tưởng Niệm … (The Background 

History of the Memorial Area …), op.cit., 2011. 
153

 Translator’s Note: There was no 664 Regional Force (RF) Company in the Bình Ba area. 655 RF 

Company – strength 106, was located in Đức Trung hamlet (YS 446747), the northern hamlet of Bình Ba 

village; and 626 RF Company – strength 98, was located at Suối Nghệ (YS 434716) about two kilometres 

south of Bình Ba village. The Châu Đức History (2004) similarly incorrectly cites “664 RF Company” - 

Nguyễn Công Danh et al, Lịch sử … Châu Đức (1930-2000), op.cit., 2004, p.173. 
154

 Translator’s Note: The Sông Cầu stream crosses Route 2 at the bridge at YS 437692 – about 100 metres 

north of the abandoned Ấp An Phú hamlet on the northern edge of the 1ATF base at Núi Đất. Đức Mỹ 

hamlet – population 350, is to the north of the Sông Cầu, on Route 2 at YS 445736. The distance between 

the Sông Cầu Bridge and Đức Mỹ hamlet is about 3.5 kilometres. 
155

 Translator’s Note: The attack on Hòa Long village is detailed in the Châu Đức District History (2004) - 

Nguyễn Công Danh et al, Lịch sử … Châu Đức (1930-2000), op.cit., 2004. 



64 

 

“attacking a post and destroying the relief forces” was the forté attack method
156

 of the 

Battalion that had frequently been quite productive ever since joining the battlefield. 

However, as the Battalion had been forced to face an enemy sweeping operation that had 

come out of the blue, the Campaign Headquarters changed its decision at the last minute. 

At dawn on 5 June 1969, the Battalion
157

 cut through the jungle to its assembly area in the 

Bình Ba area - taking the place of the 1st Battalion, to fight in a relief force blocking 

position on Route 2 (in an area adjacent to Bình Ba) together with the 2nd Battalion
158

 led 

by Comrade Quách Thái Sơn.
159

 

 On the night of 5 June 1969
160

 , the 1st Battalion of the 33rd Regiment opened fire 

and attacked its objectives in Bình Ba hamlet.
161

 Surprised by our fierce attack, the enemy 

in Bình Ba village quickly disintegrated – with some fleeing and others huddling down to 

await a relief force. We took complete control of the battlefield that very night. 

                                                 
156

 Translator’s Note: The tactic is similar to that described in D445 Battalion and other communist military 

documents ie “luring the tiger from the mountain” – a Chinese and Vietnamese saying (Vietnamese: Dẫn 

hổ/cọp khỏi núi; Sino-Vietnamese: Điệu hổ ly sơn; Chinese: 調 虎 離 山). 
157

 Translator’s Note: “The Battalion” is assumed to be 440 Battalion.  
158

 Translator’s Note: The involvement of the 2
nd

 Battalion of the 33
rd

 Regiment (2/33
rd

) on the Bình Ba 

battlefield is also related in an Australian military history article ie: “the 1
st
 and 2

nd
 Battalions of the 33

rd
 

Regiment of the 5
th

 Division – together with the local force D440 Battalion”, were engaged by battalions of 

the Australian Task Force in the Bình Ba area (Phước Tuy Province) in the period 5-11 June 1969 - 

Johnson, L., Operation Lavarack, Winter 2010, op.cit., pp.89-114. The involvement of 2/33
rd

 commanded 

by Quách Thái Sơn is also related in a 33
rd

 Regiment account - Bảo Tàng Tỉnh - Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu, Lý Lịch 

Di Tích Khu Tưởng Niệm … (The Background History of the Memorial Area …), op.cit., 2011, p.9. 
159

 Translator’s Note: Subsequently, Quách Thái Sơn was a deputy chief-of-staff of the 33
rd

 Regiment in the 

period 1969-1971 - Quá Trình Hình Thành … Trung Đoàn 33, op.cit., 2010.  
160

 Translator’s Note: According to a captured document – a report by the commander of the C195 

Reconnaissance and Special Delivery Company of Military Region 7: “Action commenced on the night of 5 

June when Tay [sic] ((possibly the chief-of-staff of  2/33
rd

 Regiment ?)) attempted to fire five rockets into 

the village. All misfired/failed to fire.”  According to that document, C195 participated in the attack on 

Bình Ba “together with the whole Regiment” and suffered 12 killed and 11 wounded at Bình Ba. The C195 

Company commander was later killed by Australian forces (5RAR) on 25 June 1969 at YS 294712 – 1ATF 

INTSUM No.195/69, Núi Đất, 14 July 1969. C195 troops had earlier been killed on 1 June 1969 at YS 

409887 about 15 kilometres north-west of Bình Ba by Australian 6RAR/NZ elements – 1ATF INTSUM 

No.157/69, Núi Đất, 6 June 1969. C195’s role may also have included liaison tasks between the Campaign 

Headquarters and the attacking force. 
161

 Translator’s Note: According to the Châu Đức History (2004), village guerrillas were also involved in 

the occupation of Bình Ba village on June 1969: “Comrade Nguyễn Thị Thiên – the Secretary of the Bình 

Ba Village Party Committee and a number of the village guerrillas were killed, together with Comrade Bình 

– a member of the District Standing Committee and commander of the District public security element, 

while holding out against the enemy.” - Nguyễn Công Danh et al, Lịch sử … Châu Đức (1930-2000), 

op.cit., 2004. A 33
rd

 Regiment soldier – captured on 6 June, related that he had been told that his 1
st
 

Battalion was “going on a proselytising mission” to Bình Ba, and “after entering the village, the unit 

divided into cells to work with the local VC in the people’s houses. Just before the fighting started, he had 

heard local VC broadcasting propaganda.” – 1ATF INTSUM No.165/69, Núi Đất, 14 June 1969. A member 

of the Bà Long Military Proselytising Section was reportedly killed in the Battle – 1ATF INTSUM 

No.160/69, Núi Đất, 9 June 1969. 

http://wengu.tartarie.com/wg/zhendic.php?q=%e8%aa%bf
http://wengu.tartarie.com/wg/zhendic.php?q=%e8%99%8e
http://wengu.tartarie.com/wg/zhendic.php?q=%e9%9b%a2
http://wengu.tartarie.com/wg/zhendic.php?q=%e5%b1%b1
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 At 6am on 6 June 1969 – just as we had planned, the Australian forces from Núi 

Đất sent their tanks north to relieve Bình Ba.
162

 However as the enemy was spread out in 

                                                 
162

 Translator’s Note: The official Australian account of the Battle of Bình Ba is in Ekins, A. with McNeill, 

I., Fighting to the Finish, op.cit., 2012, pp.203-240 - see also Battle, M.R. and Wilkins, D.S. (eds), The 

Year of the Tigers: The Second Tour of 5
th

 Battalion, the Royal Australian Regiment in South Vietnam 

1969-70, Third Edition, Australian Military History Publications, Loftus, 2009.  However, the official 

account in Fighting to the Finish, does not specifically mention the involvement in the Battle of D440 

Battalion in its main text (but see Appendix I, p.859) nor the presence in the area of the 2
nd

 Battalion of the 

33
rd

 Regiment.  However, the involvement of 440 Battalion was reported 1ATF’s “Short History of D440 -

1969” ie “6 Jun 69 elements took part in the attack on Binh Ba with 33 Regt resulting in two WIA and the 

loss of one 75mm RCL.” - Annex A to de Cure, P.F. Major, D440 LF Battalion, HQ 1ATF – Núi Đất, 29 

September 1969.  Subsequently, in late 1970, 440 Battalion’s involvement at Bình Ba was more broadly 

reported in:  Director of Military Training, Background Paper to the Viet Cong Military Region 7, Training 

Information Letter 14/70 (Notice 4), Canberra, November 1970, pp.4-16, paragraph 21 – which included an 

organogram of 440 Battalion at p.4-13 (see the organogram at Appendix 3).  440 Battalion’s involvement at 

Bình Ba – “including their signal platoon”, is also noted in Anderson, P., When the Scorpion Stings, op.cit., 

2002, p.177.  A 2012 publication also includes “D440 VC Main Force Provincial Battalion” in the fighting 

at Bình Ba – but incorrectly includes the “Chau Duc District Company occupied the village of Xa Binh 

Ba.” - Picken, B., Fire Support Bases – Vietnam, Big Sky Publishing, Newport, 2012, p.402. As noted 

earlier, an article in the Australian Army Journal related that the 1
st
 and 2

nd
 Battalions of the 33

rd
 Regiment 

of the 5
th

 Division were engaged by battalions of the Australian Task Force in the Bình Ba area (Phước Tuy 

Province) in the period 5-11 June 1969 - Johnson, L., Operation Lavarack , op.cit., 2010, pp.89-113.  The 

involvement of D440 at the Battle of Bình Ba is detailed in 33
rd

 NVA Regiment accounts – see footnotes 

148 and 152, and also in the Châu Đức District History (2004) - Nguyễn Công Danh et al, Lịch sử … Châu 

Đức (1930-2000), op.cit., 2004, pp.173-174. In summary, according to 1ATF reporting; at 0815hrs on 6 

June 1969, the 1ATF liaison officer at Đức Thạnh Sub-Sector reported two Việt Cộng platoons in Bình Ba 

village (YS 440740 about 6.5 kilometres north of the 1ATF Núi Đất base). Earlier, at 0720hrs, two 

Australian Centurion tanks had been engaged in Bình Ba (ie tanks 20E and 28D of B/1 Armoured 

Regiment) – for detail, see Cameron, B., Canister ! On ! Fire !, Big Sky Publishing, Newport, 2012, Chapter 

13. Beginning at about 1100hrs, Vietnamese and Australian forces engaged an enemy force estimated at 90-

strong in Bình Ba village – 1ATF SITREP, Núi Đất, 6 June 1969. On 7 June, 1ATF reported 51 enemy 

killed (by body count) and 11 wounded POWs in Bình Ba - 1ATF SITREP, Núi Đất, 7 June 1969. 1ATF 

reporting does not note any involvement by D440 at the Battle of Bình Ba – but, in regard to the attack on 

Hòa Long, noted: “Some reports that elements of 33 NVA Regt or D440 LF Bn took part have not been 

substantiated.” – 1ATF, Enemy Situation in Phước Tuy Province: 1 Jun 69 to 8 Jun 69, Núi Đất, 10 June 

1969. Later, in mid-July, a rallier from 8/8/D440 Battalion (Lê Văn Nhanh – platoon commander) revealed 

that D440 had fought at Bình Ba on 6-7 June 1969 and “suffered about 60 casualties.” – see following 

footnotes 166 and 169.  Rockets were fired into the 1ATF base at Núi Đất on 6 and 7 June - up to 15  

107mm rockets impacted in the base and in the vicinity on the afternoon and evening of 6 June; and four 

impacted in the base on the afternoon of 7 June. The shelling of Núi Đất is also related in a 33
rd

 Regiment 

account: “At the same time ((6 June)), the 33
rd

 Regiment’s firepower – RCLs and 82mm mortars, attacked 

the artillery positions of the Australian headquarters in Núi Đất with the aim of degrading the enemy’s 

combat power and forcing them to recall their force and give up their intention of taking charge of the 

battlefield.” - Bảo Tàng Tỉnh - Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu, Lý Lịch Di Tích Khu Tưởng Niệm … (The Background 

History of the Memorial Area …), op.cit., 2011, p.10. “There were no casualties or damage” in four 

“rocket” attacks into, and close to, the Núi Đất base - 1ATF INTSUM No.157/69, Núi Đất, 6 June 1969. 

According to 1ATF: “These rockets were probably fired by an element of 74 NVA Artillery Regiment” – 

1ATF, Enemy situation in Phước Tuy Province, 1 Jun to 8 Jun 69, Núi Đất, 10 June 1969, para 2.f.  Other 

rocket firings attempted on 5 June by “Tay’s unit” in the Bình Ba area were reportedly unsuccessful – 

(captured document – Officer Commanding C195 Company – see footnote 160) - 1ATF INTSUM 

No.195/69, Núi Đất, 14 July 1969. 
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groups of two-and-three vehicles and did not fall into the Regiment’s ambush formation, 

the Headquarters of the Regiment decided not to initiate the ambush attack.
163

 The 

Australian tanks were able to move through to Bình Ba – a total of 13 tanks.
164

 

Coordinating their infantry and tanks – and with artillery and air support, the Australians 

launched a decisive counter-attack on our elements holding-on in the village.
165

 From 

having the initiative, our forces were now on the defensive. Our forces were without 

shelters and trenches in which to take cover, and the very heavy enemy firepower resulted 

in increasingly heavy casualties. Almost all the soldiers in the company of the 33
rd

  

Regiment that was still holding-on became casualties
166

 (after Liberation, the Regiment 

coordinated with the local authorities to build a memorial in their memory).
167

 

                                                 
163

 Translator’s Note: A 33
rd

 Regiment account similarly relates that the Australian relief force was “spread 

out in groups of  2-3 vehicles and did not fall into the Regiment’s ambush – so the Regiment’s tactical 

headquarters decided not to attack.” – Bảo Tàng Tỉnh - Bà Rịa-Vũng mentioned in the Châu Đức District 

History (2004) ie: “the Australians did not enter our ambush as Tàu, Lý Lịch Di Tích Khu Tưởng Niệm … 

(The Background History of the Memorial Area …), op.cit., 2011, p.9. The failure of the ambush is also 

planned” - Nguyễn Công Danh et al, Lịch sử … Châu Đức (1930-2000), op.cit., 2004, p.173 . The 1ATF 

Ready Reaction Force (the 65-strong D Company/5RAR mounted in 13 APCs of 3/B/3 Cavalry Regiment) 

deployed from Núi Đất at 1000hrs moving  north on Route 2 initially to Ấp Suối Nghệ (YS 434716 – about 

four kilometres) “to await further orders” – where they were joined by three Centurion tanks (and later a 

fourth). When the Force moved 1.5 kilometres further north to Đức Mỹ (600m south of Bình Ba), it was 

engaged by enemy automatic weapons. – Ekins, A. with McNeill, I., Fighting to the Finish, op.cit., 2012, 

p.213. For detail see: Cameron, B., Canister ! On ! Fire !, op.cit., 2012, Chapter 19.  The APCs and the 

tanks of the 1ATF Ready Reaction Force moved “at speed” and in a single column north on Route 2 from 

Núi Đất to Đức Mỹ - ie not “spread out” (translator’s correspondence with Major R. DeVere (Retd) – 

commander of the APC element, 26 July 2012; and Centurion crew members  – D. Hay, K. McGuire and D. 

Ritchie).  At 1150hrs,  B Company/5RAR  mounted in M113-series armoured vehicles moved north from 

Núi Đất to an initial blocking position south of Bình Ba and then to the east of the village. 
164

 Translator’s Note: The D440 account – literally “xe tăng” (tank) – apparently confuses M113A1 APCs 

with the 50-tonne Centurion tanks (see footnote 216). 
165

 Translator’s Note: As noted previously, the official Australian account of the Battle of Bình Ba is in 

Ekins, A. with McNeill, I., Fighting to the Finish, op.cit., 2012, pp.203-240. However, that account does not 

specifically mention the involvement in the Battle of D440 Battalion in its main text (but see Appendix I, 

p.859). The 5RAR Battalion History only cites the involvement in the Battle of the 1
st
 Battalion of the 33

rd
 

Regiment and Bình Ba village guerrilla elements - Battle, M.R. & Wilkins, D.S. (eds), The Year of the 

Tigers, op.cit., 2009. For an analysis of 1ATF’s signals intelligence coverage of the approach of the 33
rd

 

NVA Regiment to Bình Ba, see Chamberlain, E., “The Battle of Binh Ba: a baffling mystery and SIGINT 

failure  – No!”, The Bridges Review, Issue 1, Canungra, January 2013, pp.91-92.   
166

 Translator’s Note: The Australian after-action report claimed 43 enemy killed (1
st
 Battalion of the 33

rd
 

Regiment) – later amended to 126 killed after Popular Forces troops reportedly found many more bodies 

beneath the rubble of destroyed houses in the village – Battle, M.R. & Wilkins, D.S. (eds), The Year of the 

Tigers, op.cit., 2009, p.346, p.350. 1ATF contemporary reporting identified the 1
st
 Battalion of the 33

rd
 

Regiment – together with the Regiment’s heavy machine-gun and recoilless rifle elements – 1ATF Vietnam 

Digest No.22-69 (covering the period 1- 6 June 1969), and listed 71 enemy killed, six wounded and 12 

POWs. Subsequently, 1ATF reported “51 NVA KIA (BC), 11 POWs” – 1ATF INTSUM 268/71, Núi Đất, 

25 September 1971. Australian POW records show six POWs captured by Australian forces at Bình Ba: 

four 33
rd

 Regiment personnel – ie four members of the 33
rd

 Regiment (including a platoon commander of 

K1 Company) and two members of the Bình Ba Guerrilla Unit. Headquarters II Field Force Vietnam 

reported that “results of the operation were 43 enemy killed, 8 prisoners and 8 small arms, 3 rocket 

launchers and 1 mortar captured.” - II Field Force Vietnam, Operational Report – Lessons Learned, Period 
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 With the difficult situation faced by our fraternal unit – and as ordered by the 

Campaign Headquarters, the Battalion Headquarters deployed a recoilless rifle platoon 

and part of an infantry company to break through the enemy blockade from the direction 

of Bình Ba Xang hamlet. However, this force was itself decisively attacked by Australian 

tanks right from the edge of the hamlet, and many of our troops were wounded. Our 

combat troops were brave and set fire to a M.118 [sic] tank, but were unable to break 

through the blocking position or defeat the enemy’s frenzied counter-attack. Next, in the 

face of indications that the enemy could sweep the battlefield clean, we took the initiative 

to withdraw. With a breaking of the enemy blockade unsuccessful, there was no time to 

collect weapons - and the enemy seized one of our two 75mm recoilless rifles
168

, one of 

the Battalion’s principal fire support weapons.
169

 

                                                                                                                                                  
ending 31 July 1969, 17 December 1969. In summary, NVA/VC histories, captured documents, and rallier 

reports indicate the following casualties: 33
rd

 Regiment: 53 killed; D440 Battalion: possibly 1 killed - see 

footnote 171, or “about 60 casualties” ( rallier Lê Văn Nhanh, see footnote 162), or “two WIA” – Annex A 

to de Cure, P.F. Major, D440 LF Battalion, HQ 1ATF – Núi Đất, 29 September 1969 ; C195 Company: 12 

killed and 11 wounded ; Châu Đức District Committee: 1 killed; Bình Ba Guerilla Unit and Village 

Committee: about 7 killed; Bà Long Province cadre: one killed – see the preceding footnote 161.  The 440 

Battalion Martyrs’ List – annexed to their 2011 History, specifically lists two members killed in “June 

1969”: Phạm Minh Quyết (6
th

 Company) – Serial 199; and Ngô Xuân Lợi – Serial 261. 
167

 Translator’s Note: In 2009, a memorial article for the 33
rd

 Regiment's Veterans’ Liaison Section stated: 

“The Regiment had 3,050 martyrs - including 2,008 who bravely fell on the Eastern Nam Bộ battlefield. In 

particular, in the fighting to liberate Bình Ba in the 1969 Spring Campaign, close to 50 cadre and fighters 

bravely died." - Thanh Tùng, "Lễ cầu siêu và dâng hương tưởng nhớ các anh hùng liệt sỹ Trung đoàn 33” 

(“A Buddhist Mass and Ceremony to Remember the Heroic Martyrs of the 33rd Regiment"), Bà Rịa-Vũng 

Tàu Television, late August 2009.  There is a 33
rd

 Regiment memorial (khu tưởng niệm) with a stela (bia) to 

the 53 fallen soldiers of the 33
rd

 Regiment in Bình Ba village. In a 2010 article, 33
rd

 Regiment veterans 

related that at battle of “Bình Ba on 6 June 1969 more than 50 members of the Regiment fell in an unequal 

battle with the enemy.” - Lê Đình Thìn, “Trung Đoàn 33 – một thời hào hùng …” – “The 33
rd

 Regiment – 

an heroic time …”, Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu (magazine), Vũng Tầu, 30 April 2010, p.18.  When suffering heavy 

losses, Vietnamese accounts – including for the Battle of Bình Ba, often cite the engagement as being 

“không cân sức” (unequal/asymmetrical) due to the enemy’s superior firepower. A subsequent article 

related that 33
rd

 Regiment suffered 50 killed at Bình Ba, and the Regiment had destroyed “two Australian 

companies” – Hồng Quốc Văn, “Gặp gỡ một chiến sĩ của Trung đoàn 33 Anh hùng” – “Meeting a 

combatant of the heroic 33
rd

 Regiment”, Báo cựu chiến binh online, 17 December 2010; and Hội Ái Hữu, 

26 October 2012.  An Australian 2011 television program showed the 33
rd

 Regiment memorial at Bình Ba, 

and a 33
rd

 Regiment veteran related that 55 of the Regiment’s personnel had been killed in the Battle and 54 

were “bull-dozed” into a mass grave by the Australian forces – Walker, M. (Director), “Private Terrence 

‘Hippo’ Hippisley – Vietnam”, In Their Footsteps, Channel 9, Melbourne, 12 June 2011. At the July 2012 

memorial ceremony at Bình Ba, Lê Bá Lộc – a former regimental chief-of-staff, stated that 53 personnel of 

the Regiment’s 1
st
 Battalion had been killed in the 6 June 1969 battle - Hữu Minh, Nước mắt ngày gặp lại, 

Báo Bà Rịa - Vũng Tàu Điện Tử, 10 August 2012. 
168

 Translator’s Note: A 75mm RCL was captured by 5RAR in Bình Ba village at about 8am on 7 June – the 

only 75mm RCL recovered during the Battle. – 5RAR Ops Log Sheet No.1. Serial 18, 0802hrs - AWM95, 

7/5/25. The RCL is shown being examined in Bình Ba by the 5RAR Intelligence Section and members of B 

Company in the AWM photograph BEL/69/0396 VN  - see Ekins, A. with McNeill, I., Fighting to the 

Finish, op.cit., p.234, but is mistitled as being examined by members of D Company 6RAR “during 

Operation Lavarack”. 
169

 Translator’s Note: As noted at footnote 162, a 440 Battalion platoon commander (Lê Văn Nhanh –  

commander of the 8
th

 Platoon, 8
th

 Heavy Weapons Company) rallied in mid-July 1969 and stated that 440 
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 At 7am on the same day, on the withdrawal route east of Suối Lúp Stream, an 

enemy aircraft attacked and dropped bombs on our formation – but luckily none of our 

comrades were killed or wounded. 

 In this battle, only our thrust against the enemy in the area of Ấp Bắc hamlet (Hòa 

Long) achieved a success close to complete.
170

 There, for almost a day of fierce fighting, 

the Châu Đức District troops and village guerrillas repelled eight counter-attacks by the 

puppet military. At 2pm on the same day, the Australian military – comprising both 

infantry and tanks, came to their relief but were attacked by the District elements. Two 

tanks were set on fire, and the enemy was forced to withdraw. On our side, only one 

comrade was killed and two comrades were lightly wounded.
171

 

 To implement the orders of the Province Committee and the Province Unit, our 

Battalion withdrew back to the base to consolidate.
172

 To make the most of the situation, 

                                                                                                                                                  
Battalion had fought at Bình Ba on 5-6 June 1969 – together with the 33

rd
 Regiment, and that 440 Battalion 

has suffered “about 60 casualties including the commander of C2 Company and two platoon commanders – 

and lost a 75mm RCL.” Nhanh reported: “C1, C2, C3, C4, C5 – rifle companies have strengths of 

approximately 70; C6 and C7 – labourer companies have strengths each of approximately 30; and C8 – 

heavy weapons company: 28. Total Battalion strength as at 13 July 1969 was 417.” The C8 heavy weapons 

company was equipped with one 82mm mortar and four 60mm mortars. The total strength of the two labour 

companies “was about 70. Most of who were women forced to join the VC.” The Battalion was “about 2/3 

NVA” - 1ATF INTSUM No.198/69, Núi Đất, 17 July 1969. Note that as “Lê Văn Khanh”, Nhanh is 

incorrectly identified as a member of the 33
rd

 Regiment in Johnson, L., Operation Lavarack , op.cit., 2010, 

p.107, endnotes 55, 56.  
170

 Translator’s Note: This sentence indicates that 440 Battalion considered the NVA/VC operations against 

Bình Ba and Hòa Long villages in the period 5-8 June 1969 as the one battle. 

171 Translator’s Note: It is unclear whether these casualties refer to 440 Battalion or to Châu Đức District 

troops. This account is very similar to that in the Châu Đức District History (2004) - Nguyễn Công Danh et 

al, Lịch sử … Châu Đức (1930-2000), op.cit., 2004;  and the Hòa Long History - Đảng bộ xã Hòa Long, 

Lịch sử Đảng bộ xã Hòa Long (1930-2005) – The History of the Hòa Long Village Party Chapter (1930-

2005), 25 April 2009.  According to the diary of Nguyễn Hoàng Mai – the commander of C-41 (see 

footnote 149): “on 7 June, we fought in Hòa Long against six attacks. In the final attack, there were 

Australians and armour – there were no aircraft. We killed 18 and wounded three from the Sector PF and 

RD Cadre. One M41 tank was burnt out and one damaged, two M113s were knocked out. Our casualties 

were two KIA, one CIA, one WIA, and one surrendered.”  According to the Hòa Long History (2009): “our 

forces set fire to two tanks and killed a large number of mercenary troops.” - The History of the Hòa Long 

Village Party Chapter (1930-2005), op.cit., Chapter 7, 2009. 1ATF reporting related that Châu Đức 

District’s C41 Company attacked Hòa Long village on 7 June 1969, and the adjacent 1ATF Núi Đất base 

was shelled with five 107mm rockets. The 1ATF Ready Reaction Force (C Coy, 5RAR) responded to Hòa 

Long – ie Operation Tong: see the 5RAR History – ie Battle, M.R. & Wilkins, D.S. (eds), The Year of the 

Tigers, op.cit., 2009, p.58 and pp.352-353; HQ 1ATF G (Ops)  Log, Sheet 69, Serial 987, Núi Đất, 9 June 

1969 (AWM 95, 1/4/153); and also HQ 1ATF War Diary, Enemy Situation in Phuoc Tuy Province, Núi 

Đất, 1-8 June 1969, para 2.g. (AWM 95, 1-4-156 – folio G32). The translator (Chamberlain, E.P., 

Lieutenant - 1969) interrogated a C-41 Company prisoner (Trần Văn Chiến) in Hòa Long on 8 June 1969. 

Australian records also indicate that three female members of C-41 Company Support Cell were captured in 

Hòa Long on 7 June 1969: Lê Thị Nga, Nguyễn Thị Mỹ, and Nguyễn Thị Thu. 
172

 Translator’s Note: After the engagement at Bình Ba - according to a D440 platoon commander who 

rallied on 17 July 1969 (Lê Văn Nhanh - see footnotes 162, 169), 440 Battalion moved to an area about 

seven kilometres north-west of Bình Ba (YS 442773 [sic] – ie about six kilometres southwest of their Tre 

Base, in order to “rest, resupply, receive reinforcements and indoctrination” until 13 July when the base 

camp was hit by an airstrike. The Battalion then dispersed in two groups. However, a later 1ATF study 
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at about this time the Party Committee of the Battalion Headquarters focused its guidance 

to comprehensively implement activities both in Party work and political work in the unit. 

This included indoctrination to elevate the soldiers’ general consciousness of the 

battlefield situation and of the new requirements, confirming their resolve for combat and 

– most of all, to maintain their ideological position of revolutionary attack. The Party 

Committee of the Battalion Headquarters explained and exploited our traditions, the 

troops’ pride in their homeland of Thái Bình Province (the site of the drum-beats of 1930 

that led the movement of: “full measures of rice, our forces fully manned, and five tonnes 

in our homeland.”)
173

 – and the heritage of the heroic Eastern Region and the example of 

the martyr Võ Thị Sáu. Along with this, the Party Committee of the Battalion 

Headquarters paid special attention to the assignment and management of cadre, and 

organised the staff in accord with the personnel strength as well as the new task 

requirements that had been directed. At the same time, they thoughtfully addressed the 

organisation for casualty evacuation and treatment for the wounded soldiers, and further 

reformed the situation for our troops. As a result, in coordination with the routine 

attention and guidance by the Province Unit and the Province Committee, after only a 

short period of time, the Battalion’s situation had been stabilised ideologically and 

organisationally.  As a result, the Battalion’s will and resolve – as well its fighting 

strength, was basically restored, and it was ready to undertake its new heavy and more 

difficult tasks. 

 ((P.95)):  After the Battle of Bình Ba, there were personnel changes in the 

headquarters of 440 Battalion. Comrade Nguyễn Hùng Tâm replaced Comrade Phan 

                                                                                                                                                  
noted that 440 Battalion “withdrew to a camp at YS 410772 on the Suoi Lup where they stayed for two 

weeks” – then on: “approx 22 June 1969 carried out transportation duties on the Dong Nai River for a 

period of two weeks – Annex A to de Cure, P.F. Major, D440 LF Battalion, HQ 1ATF – Núi Đất, 29 

September 1969. Further, in relation to the attack on  Hòa Long  village on 7 June, a USMACV Report 

related that on 7 June 1969 elements of the 6
th

 Company of 440 Battalion were engaged by the 577
th

, 588
th

 

and 609
th

 Regional Force Companies at YS 426645 (in Hòa Long  village, 3 kilometres south-west of the 

1ATF base), and four VC were captured. See - CICV, Report MACJ231-6, op.cit., 14 July 1969. It is 

probable that the VC force that attacked Hòa Long comprised only C-41 District Company troops and some 

local village guerrillas – ie 440 having been misidentified by the RF.  The RF report might be the source of 

1ATF’s initial belief that 440 Battalion may have been involved in the 7 June attack on Hòa Long by C-41 

Company, but subsequently – as noted earlier at footnote 171, 1ATF reported that: PWs stated that C-41 

took part in the occupation of Hòa Long, and: “Some reports that elements of either 33
rd

 Regiment or D440 

LF Bn took part have not been substantiated.” – 1ATF, Enemy Situation in Phuoc Tuy Province: 1 Jun to 8 

Jun 69, Núi Đất, 10 June 1969.  As noted earlier, in mid-June 1969 - towards the end of the second “high 

point” phase of the VC’s Summer-Autumn Campaign, the 274
th

 VC Regiment launched a major night 

assault on a two-company Thai defensive position near Lộc An in Long Thành District of Biên Hòa 

Province on 16 June 1969. Forewarned by 1ATF signals intelligence, the defending Thai forces reportedly 

killed 212 VC. Thai casualties were six killed and 34 wounded. According to Headquarters II Field Force 

Vietnam (II FFV), the “enemy attack against the 2-1
st
 Infantry resulted in 212 enemy killed and 1 prisoner, 

16 small arms, 25 crew-served weapons, 823 grenades, and 6 mines captured. Friendly losses were 6 Thais 

killed and 34 wounded.” – II FFV, Operational Report – Lessons Learned, Period ending 31 July 1969, 17 

December 1969, p.28.   That attack was also reported in the Hà Nội press: “On 15 June, the PLAF of Biên 

Hòa Province destroyed a battalion-size unit of Thai troops near Long Thành.”  - Vietnam News Agency, 

“Dazzling …”, Nhân Dân, op.cit., 1 July 1969, p.3. 
173

 Translator’s Note: This passage is an allusion to the Party-led demonstrations in Tiên Hưng and Duyên 

Hà Districts (Thái Bình Province) on 1 May 1930 – considered to be a prelude to the Nghệ Tĩnh Soviet in 

September 1930. “Five tonnes” is a reference to the achievement of Thái Bình Province being the first 

province to achieve rice production yields of five tonnes per hectare - in 1966. 
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Thanh Hà as Battalion commander; Comrade Nguyễn Văn Bảo replaced Comrade 

Nguyễn Hữu Thi as political officer (Comrades Thi and Hà were assigned to new tasks in 

the Province Unit); Comrade Nguyễn Văn Tiến
174

 became the Battalion deputy 

commander; and Comrade Huỳnh Văn Sinh became the Staff Assistant. Comrades 

Trương Quang Ngọ, Phùng Nhự Ý (Ba Ý) and Hai Quang were deputy political officers. 

In the first months of the 1969 Wet Season, 440 Battalion had to continuously 

counter enemy sweeping operations into the area of the Sông Soài-Hắc Dịch-Bình Ba 

triangle. Our opponents were the 99th [sic] American Air Cavalry Brigade
175

 and the 

Australian commandos.
176

 

The fighting was extremely fierce, and there was almost no day when we did not 

clash with the enemy, fire our weapons, or suffer wounded and killed. With their 

supremacy in force-strength and firepower, the enemy conducted operations that tightly 

blockaded our Núi Dinh Mountain base area and our routes leading into the villages and 

hamlets – as well as to our entry/exit points.
177

 The engagements occurred every day – 

fully stretching us and more violent than ever before - to such an extent that the Battalion 

had no time to go and collect rice, salt, or medicines. There was a situation of hunger 

throughout the Battalion, and the soldiers were unable to be provided with sufficient food 

on many days.
178

 Rice was put aside and only calculated on an individual meal basis - 

with a priority for the wounded and for those comrades directly involved in combat or 

engaged in the evacuation of casualties. The principal sources relied on for the produce 

that we collected were the people’s deserted fields and the jungle. We collected 

vegetables, bamboo shoots, cassava ((manioc)) and even the roots of wild fruit ((“quả 

dại”)) – but these became increasingly scarcer day-by-day.
179

 

                                                 
174

 Translator’s Note: Tiến was born in Cần Giờ (Hồ Chí Minh City) and killed in 1972 – see the annexed 

List of 440 Battalion Martyrs, p.71, Serial 517. 
175

 Translator’s Note: The 199
th

 Infantry Brigade (Light) moved to Long Khánh Province on 18 June 1969. 

In July 1969, the 11ACR moved from the Blackhorse base (YS 435969) south of Xuân Lộc to Biên Hòa, 

and elements of the 199
th

 Infantry Brigade (a “resident” unit) began to vacate Blackhorse from 28 August 

1969. The RVNAF accepted the Blackhorse base on 28 August and the formal physical turnover was 

completed on 24 October 1969. This is a reference to the US 199
th

 Infantry Brigade (Light) stationed at 

Xuân Lộc Town in the period August 1969 to June 1970.  The 199
th

 Brigade’s main base remained at Camp 

Frenzell-Jones in the Long Bình complex. 
176

 Translator’s Note: “Commandos” – literally: “biệt kích”, is a term used in several Vietnamese 

communist military histories to describe regular Australian infantry troops in small-scale operations – ie as 

well as Special Air Service Regiment (SASR) troops. 
177

 Translator’s Note: Literally: cửa khẩu – a term usually applied to collection points where the unit 

received supplies – including from their rear services organisation, village VCI, or porters. 
178

 Translator’s Note: On 5 October 1969, Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province directed that, with effect from 1 

November 1969,  rations for 445 and 440 Battalion were 27 litres of rice per man/month when on 

operations and 25 litres when in rear base areas or undergoing training. All agencies and units were directed 

to “work out specific plans to maintain food and prevent it from being lost or damaged by the enemy and 

natural causes … and properly apply regulations concerning the issue of rice.” – CDEC Report No. 6 028 

0486 72 - CDEC Log 06-2911-70. 
179

 Translator’s Note: 1 ATF’s 6RAR/NZ Battalion promulgated information on enemy emergency food 

supplies – including the use of bananas, tapioca (a starch extracted from cassava), breadfruit and bamboo 

shoots - VC/NVA Food Supplies, February 1970.  
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 For months
180

, we had to eat green bananas, jack-fruit and manioc that we 

collected in the people’s fields – and the roots and leaves of jungle trees (each meal 

keeping our body and soul together consisted of three or four boiled green bananas). At 

this time, entering the hamlets to buy rice or going to collection points for rice, salt and 

necessities was even more difficult and dangerous than going into combat. All roads were 

blocked, and it seemed as if all the enemy soldiers – Australian commandos, American 

airborne troops, Regional Forces, Popular Forces – and even spies, Pheonix operatives, 

Rural Development Cadre; were all focused on the one aim – cutting the Việt Cộng’s 

sources of supply. Each time our people entered a hamlet or went to a collection point to 

collect rice, the unit had to pay special importance to deploying a reconnaissance element 

to lead the way. However, as the enemy were widely deployed, it seemed that we struck 

the enemy almost every time. You could say that every grain of rice that we collected at 

that time had to be paid for in blood. The hamlets and places that we usually entered 

seeking rice – in the villages of Hòa Long, Bình Ba, Châu Lạc, Bà Cùi Plantation, Năm 

Căn, Tân Việt Nam, Xà Bang, Phước Thái, and Bình Sơn
181

 etc, were all tightly shut off 

and thickly spread with traps and obstacles. The 6th Company once entered Đường Cùng 

(Kim Long) to collect rice and evaded the enemy on the way in. However, on the way 

out, they struck the enemy and two of our comrades were killed – and the 29 comrades in 

that party were only able to bring back 27 arm-loads of rice. The heaviest casualties 

occurred when once entering Phước Thái
182

 to collect rice. The whole carrying party 

(numbering the equivalent of a platoon) fell into an ambush set by the Australian 

commandos. When a series of Claymore mines was detonated by the enemy, tens of our 

comrades were killed, and we were unable to recover their bodies. 

 Violence and hunger quickly eroded the unit’s fighting strength, and the 

Battalion’s numbers fell daily and were unable to be replaced. According to the report of 

the Battalion Headquarters, in the first three months of the 1969 Wet Season
183

, the 

Battalion had almost one hundred comrades killed or wounded. In particular, the 6
th

 

Company had 33 cadre and soldiers killed (including a Company cadre). 

 ((P.98)):   Hardship and violence are the yardsticks that personify and dignify a 

person. In a number of units in the Province, there were some who lost their spirit – 

                                                 
180

 Translator’s Note: According to 1ATF, in the “middle of July 1969, ((440 Battalion)) moved to Núi Sao 

(vicinity YS 5285) and set up ((camp)).” - Annex A to de Cure, P.F. Major, D440 LF Battalion, HQ 1ATF – 

Núi Đất, 29 September 1969. 
181

 Translator’s Note: Bình Sơn village (YS 212935) – and the adjacent major rubber plantation area, were 

located within Long Thành District of Biên Hòa Province; see the map at the rear cover and maps at 

Appendices 5 and 6.  In September 1969, 1ATF forces searched 440 Battalion base camps in the vicinity of 

YS 2481, YS 2582, YS 3388 and YS 371775 – and 1ATF assessed that these were “defensive base camp 

locations through which D440 or its companies staged in their resupply journeys between Route 15 villages 

and their base areas south and north of the Courtenay Plantation.” – 1ATF Intelligence Summary, Annex A 

to 1ATF Operational Instruction 83/69, Núi Đất, 28 September 1969. 
182

 Translator’s Note: Phước Thái village (YS 235787) was located near Route 15 (now Route 51) within 

Long Thành District of Biên Hòa Province – ie just a few kilometres outside Phước Tuy Province. 
183

 Translator’s Note: The Wet Season in southern Vietnam begins in April/May; and the Dry Season begins 

in November.  The season timings are: Spring – January/February, March, April; Summer – May, June, 

July; Autumn – August, September, October; Winter – November, December, January. 
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giving rise to thoughts of a quiet life, and rallying or surrendering. However, the cadre 

and the soldiers of 440 Battalion were still of one heart, of one staunch mind, and 

believed in the leadership of the Party and the victory of the Revolution. The 

circumstances of Comrade Huỳnh Văn Sinh (Mười Sinh)
184

 – the Battalion’s Staff 

Assistant, are clear and convincing evidence. Once, the Battalion was operating in the 

“iron triangle”
185

 and fell into an Australian ambush – and our formation was broken up, 

and we had to withdraw in several directions. Comrade Huỳnh Văn Sinh was wounded 

and, alone, lost his way in the jungle for almost a month. When he dragged himself 

crawling into the Bình Ba plantation area, he was completely exhausted – and could only 

lie down and wait to die. Luckily, he was found by our agents who rescued him, informed 

the unit, and he was brought back for treatment. Beforehand – to test his loyalty, our 

agents asked him: “If you want to chiêu hồi
186

 we will show you the way”. However, our 

comrade responded that they should just strike him on the head and kill him – as he 

would never surrender and become a traitor to his comrades and fellow countrymen. 

 The situation was one of violence and hunger, but the whole Battalion staunchly 

held on and effectively struck against the enemy. 440 Battalion fought more than 50 

battles, killing hundreds of Americans and Australians, setting fire to and destroying 

many of their tanks, armoured vehicles and much of their wherewithal for operations. The 

Battalion’s counter-operations and our killing of the enemy in the “iron triangle” area, 

had the effect of reducing the enemy pressure on our base areas in the Núi Dinh 

Mountains, and created contested regions quite close to areas that the enemy controlled. 

This created a belief in our struggle among our fellow countrymen and our revolutionary 

agents within the masses who were being oppressed by the enemy in those regions 

temporarily held by them. The revolutionary groups in Châu Đức District had time to 

consolidate their forces, return back to their areas, and to restore and lift up the 

Movement – which had a tendency to have been flattened from the time that the enemy 

had drastically expanded its accelerated pacification programme. 

 In Autumn 1969, the Polituro directed the battlefields to: “Shift activities with an 

aim to strike hard at the enemy’s pacification plan.” The COSVN Resolution of 9 July 

1969
187

 laid bare the revolutionary task in the South as to: “seize ground, win over the 

                                                 
184

 Translator’s Note:  Mười Sinh was reported as 440 Battalion’s chief-of-staff in early 1970 - Appendix II 

to Annex A to 1ATF INTSUM No.84/70, Núi Đất, 25 March 1970. 
185

 Translator’s Note: This “iron triangle” is not the major 310-square kilometre “Iron Triangle” – ie the 

cleared jungle area in southern Bình Dương Province centred in the vicinity of XT 6424. 
186

 Translator’s Note: Begun in 1963, the Chiêu Hồi (“Open Arms”) programme encouraged North 

Vietnamese, Việt Cộng forces and infrastructure members to defect to the Sài Gòn Government. For Chiêu 

Hồi statistics for all provinces – see VCAT Item No. 2234403020.  Phước Tuy Province statistics were: 

1965 – 77 ralliers/ defectors/returnees (hồi chánh); 1966 – 278; 1967 – 317; 1968 – 45; 1969 – 121; 1970 – 

196; 1971 – 37:  ie for the seven years: 1,071. However, in May 1972, the Province Senior Advisor in 

Phước Tuy Province had declared the programme was “largely moribund”, and was inducing few VC to 

defect. - Ekins, A. with McNeill, I., Fighting to the Finish, op.cit., 2012, p.648, p.1054 – endnote 33. For 

D440 ralliers, see footnotes 48, 132, 147, 162, 166, 192, 204 and 211 – for information from ralliers, see 

also footnotes 202, 233 and 282. 
187

 Translator’s Note: COSVN Resolution 9 - See USMACV MACJ233, Communist Strategy as Reflected 

in Lao Dong Party and COSVN Resolutions – SRAP 1569, Saigon, 5 December 1969 - VCAT Item No. 
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people, and expand the impact and the power of the Revolution.” The Bà Rịa-Long 

Khánh Province Committee held a Conference from 30 August to 5 September 1969 and 

confirmed that the critical and combined tasks faced by all the Party Chapters were to 

oppose and destroy the strategic hamlets and the accelerated pacification programmes of 

the Americans and their puppets. Along with an analysis and assessment of the battlefield 

situation, this identified the enemy’s strong and weak points and our temporary 

difficulties.
188

 The Conference put forward guidelines and procedures for future 

operations by our forces. At this Conference, the Province Committee also elected 

Comrade Phạm Văn Hy as the secretary of the Province Committee (replacing Comrade 

Lê Đình Nhơn who had taken up another position). During the Conference, news was 

received that the beloved Chairman Hồ Chí Minh had passed away. The Province 

Committee held a solemn memorial service for Him
189

 and launched a campaign to 

convert the feelings of deep grief into revolutionary action by striking strongly at the 

enemy’s accelerated pacification programme and their system of bunkers and trenches. 

 ((P.100)):  The news that Uncle Hồ had passed away came at a time when the 

cadre and soldiers of 440 Battalion were located in the Suối Sâu base. The Headquarters 

of 440 Battalion decided to hold a solemn memorial service for Him in an open field near 

the base, but was unable to concentrate all of the Battalion as they had to prepare to 

counter an enemy sweeping operation. The political officer – Nguyễn Văn Bảo, read the 

funeral oration of the Central Executive Committee and His Testament. The whole 

                                                                                                                                                  
367112000. In Resolution 9, the pacification and Chiêu Hồi  programmes were cited as” the most serious 

threats”, and the Resolution stressed that those two programmes needed to be neutralised in order to defeat 

“Nixon’s” Vietnamization programme. The Resolution hailed the creation of the Provisional Revolutionary 

Government (PRG) and called for the vigorous and effective development of PRG organs at the village, 

district and province levels. On 9 October 1969, elements of the US 199
th

 Light Infantry Brigade captured a 

copy of COSVN Resolution 9 following a successful ambush north of Gia Ray in Long Khánh Province. 

Other associated captured documents revealed that “the D445 Battalion and the D440 Battalion would 

move into an area from FSB BLACKHORSE to Gia Ray and south of Highway #1 from their location in 

Phước Tuy Province.”  – Operational Report, Headquarters 199
th

 Infantry Brigade - for period ending 31 

October 1969, 4 March 1970. A letter from Hai Lực (Headquarters Military Region 7) to Sub-Region 4, 

dated 29 July 1969 – detailing planned activity in the 1969 Autumn-Winter Campaign (principally for the 

33
rd

 and 274
th

 Regiments), had related that “the two local force battalions of Bà Rịa -Long Khánh were to 

be moved to the Bảo Định area ((YT 480050)) to replace the 33rd Regiment which had withdrawn from the 

aforementioned area.” CDEC Log 10-1611-69. 
188

 Translator’s Note: In September 1970, there were major changes in 440 Battalion that are not related in 

their History (2011). Earlier, in August-September 1969, personnel had been withdrawn from 445 and 440 

Battalion to form a Bà Rịa-Long Khánh provincial reconnaissance company – Annex A to 1ATF INTSUM 

No. 51-70, Núi Đất, 23 February 1970. In July 1970, the Province Headquarters directed that “all units – 

including the two battalions of the Province … become trained as sappers as soon as possible.” – Annex B 

to 1ATF INTSUM No.40/71, Núi Đất, 9 February 1971. In August 1970, the 1
st
 and 3 Companies of 445 

Battalion – and probably the 2
nd

 Company, undertook sapper training; and in September almost all of the 3
rd

 

Company joined with 40 personnel from the K6 Company of 440 Battalion to form the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh 

provincial sapper/reconnaissance company – ie the C36 Company, under Hai Bỉ (ie probably Nguyễn Văn 

Bỉ, a former commander of 445 Battalion’s 1
st
 Company) – Annex A to 1ATF INTSUM No.51/71, Núi Đất, 

20 February 1971.   
189

 Translator’s Note. NVA/VC documents routinely used capital letters for pronouns for Hồ Chí Minh. He 

died aged 79 on 2 September 1969. 
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Battalion was greatly moved and silent in their grieve at the loss of Uncle Hồ. 

Representing the whole Battalion, the Headquarters promised that in His hallowed 

memory: they were ready to fight and die for independence, freedom and the Fatherland. 

When told of Uncle Hồ’s passing, first and foremost, the thoughts of the cadre and 

soldiers in the Battalion invariably faltered, and they were worried. Noticing these 

changes in their thoughts, immediately after the ceremony, the comrades in the Battalion 

Headquarters split up and went down to each of the companies to motivate, inspire and 

disseminate news; to issue mourning arm-bands; and to arrange for the cadre and soldiers 

to follow Uncle Hồ’s funeral rites by radio from Hà Nội. At the same time, serious and 

strict study of His Testament was organised, and an emulation movement was launched to 

convert the feelings of grief into revolutionary action – in accord with the direction of the 

Province Committee. Every cadre and soldier made a written declaration to train and 

strive – and for the whole Battalion, there was a written resolution to fight that included 

specific and practical objectives. 

 At this time, the enemy increased their psychological warfare activities. They 

misrepresented the situation, promised many things, and put up high rewards for families 

to call upon their husbands and children to return and surrender. In groups – by day and 

night, the Chiêu Hồi returnees
190

 incessantly called for our people to rally and become hồi 

chánh, and tried to shake the will, spirits and ideology of our cadre and soldiers. Faced by 

the enemy dynamics described above, the cadre and the soldiers of 440 Battalion 

continued to motivate one another strongly, sharpen their will and resolve for combat – 

and not allow any comrade to be deceived or fall into the enemy’s psychological warfare 

traps. 

 ((P.102)):  After Uncle Hồ’s memorial service, the Battalion continued with its 

tasks of countering the enemy’s sweeping operations in the Route 2 area, but with a 

momentum and higher resolve to fight, and to achieve a better performance in destroying 

the enemy. In this period, there were many examples of courageous combat that were 

referred to higher levels for commendation and reward. 

 In about the middle week of September 1969, as part of our initiative to draw the 

enemy farther away and reduce the pressure of their sweeping operations on the “iron 

triangle” area, 440 Battalion coordinated with the 33
rd

 Regiment to employ a tactic of 
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 Translator’s Note: On 22 September 1969, Cao Văn Sĩ of C9 Company 440 Battalion rallied at the 190
th

 

Regional Force Company post at Xà Bang.  – 1ATF INTSUM No.265-69, Núi Đất, 22 September 1969; 

INTSUM No.266-69, Núi Đất, 23 September 1969.  He provided the locations of the 440 Battalion 

Headquarters (YS 520853) and its subordinate companies. On 23 September 1969, B/5RAR occupied a 

“D440 Headquarters complex” (YS 528857) covering an area “150m x 200m surrounded by panji stakes” 

with two main command bunkers joined by a 48ft tunnel, 10 large command bunkers, and many smaller 

bunkers and weapon pits. Nearby (YS 529865), another base camp was discovered with training facilities 

and bunkers. On 24 September, B/5RAR contacted 6-8 enemy at YS 529861, killing two and recovering 

one AK47. - 1ATF INTSUM No.267/69, Núi Đất, 24 September 1969. Based on subsequent debriefings of 

the hồi chánh who rallied on 22 September 1969, 1ATF promulgated a report on the infantry tactics of 440 

Battalion – Bannister, T.C. Major, Hoi Chanh Account of Tactics Employed by D440 LF Bn, R723-180-1, 

Núi Đất, 13 October 1969. For ralliers, see also footnote 186. 



75 

 

attacking their posts and destroying their relief forces in the Kim Long
191

 area. In accord 

with the plan, the 6th Company of 440 Battalion would seize the hamlet of Đường Cùng 

and hold it. The objective was to draw their relief forces out of the Đức Thạnh Sub-Sector 

– as well as the Australians, and create the conditions for the Battalion and the 33rd 

Regiment to ambush and destroy them. However, enemy was wicked – although they still 

had their soldiers located in the hamlet, they decided to use the firepower of their artillery 

and bomber aircraft to attack and destroy the hamlet. Because we were skilled and 

experienced at seeking cover, not one cadre or soldier was killed or wounded. Our fellow 

countrymen were also able to evacuate away from the shelling and bombing in time – 

taking with them their property and domestic animals. However, all the homes in the 

hamlet were burnt down. To exploit this event, our local people mobilised the villagers to 

demonstrate at the village offices and the Sub-Sector, protesting against the enemy’s 

indiscriminate shelling of the hamlets. 

 Also at this time, our Engineer Company coordinated with a unit from the 33rd 

Regiment to strike an enemy sweeping force in the Bảo Bình area. The enemy comprised 

a troop of tanks (six vehicles) and a company of Regional Forces from Long Khánh 

Sector whose objective was to wipe out a number of our liberated hamlets in this area 

(Bảo Bình had three liberated hamlets: 1, 2 and 3). Knowing the enemy’s intentions and 

the direction of the operation from Suối Râm to Lò Than and then to Bảo Bình, we set our 

ambush at the Lò Than T-junction. At about 8am, the whole of the enemy’s formation fell 

into our ambush. Their leading tank struck a mine laid by our engineer company and burst 

into flames. The enemy stopped immediately and sought to counter-attack us. Not 

allowing the enemy time to recover, the soldiers of 440 Battalion rose up out of their 

positions and used B40s and B41s to fire upon the enemy tanks that were struggling to 

find cover – and set fire to another tank. At the same time, all of our weapons opened fire 

– thick and fast, into the ranks of the enemy infantry. Enemy helicopters arrived to 

support their forces, but the 33rd Regiment’s combined force shot one down in flames, 

and forced the other to fly at a greater height. In a dilemma, the enemy were finally 

forced to call in artillery fire from their Suối Râm base into our ambush site and to deploy 

a stronger force to relieve their elements - and to rummage around and recover the bodies 

of their men. This victory – apart from its aim of destroying the enemy’s combat power 

and practising our skills at joint operations, had a greater significance. We had strongly 

defended our base area and the liberated zone – which, in the Province, had previously 

been quite small. 

 From the end of the Wet Season in 1969 (in about October, November) 
192

 - apart 

from defending our base areas within Châu Đức District against enemy sweeps, the 

                                                 
191

 Translator’s Note: Kim Long village was located in the Route 2 area in the vicinity of YS 459840, about 

4.5 kilometres north of the Đức Thạnh District Sub-Sector Headquarters at Ngãi Giao (YS 464779). 
192

 Translator’s Note: In late September 1969, 1ATF produced a study on 440 Battalion that included a 

“Short History Feb-Sep 69” and annexes on organisation, strengths and weapons, base camps, cover 

designators and letter box numbers, and personalities. The estimated strengths of the Battalion’s sub-units 

were cited as: C10 Company – 70  (which included “Bn HQ, Sapper/Recce Pl, Sig Pl, Medical Pl which is 

split among the coys”); C5 Company – 55; C6 Company – 50; C8 Company – 47; C9 Company – 50). The 

Battalion’s total strength was assessed as 300 – and the names (mostly aka) of 45 cadre and 61 soldiers 
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Battalion was tasked by the Province to increase our attacks on the enemy in the Châu 

Pha, Hắc Dịch and Sông Soài areas. The objective was to create a safe corridor and to 

support the protection of COSVN transportation groups moving heavy weapons for the 

operations of the Rừng Sác 10th Sapper Group 
193

 on the Lòng Tàu River and the Nhơn 

Trạch area (Long Thành). Around this time, the Battalion actively struck directly against 

enemy intelligence elements and American and Australian commandos – and drove them 

from the transportation corridors that were operating. 

 In the Tre Jungle base – in the area to the west of the Suối Lúp Stream, an 

Australian patrol – at about platoon strength, entered on a sweeping operation. Scouring 

the area, they found us first. However, the Machiavellian enemy did not open fire, but 

rather called down artillery fire on our location. This impacted right on the area where our 

Battalion had temporarily set up camp. A 105mm artillery round penetrated the 

Headquarters’ bunker (in which many battalion and company-level cadre were then 

meeting and discussing the unit’s activities). However, luckily the round did not explode, 

and there were no casualties. 

 ((P.105)):  After that engagement, the Battalion received orders to increase its 

attacks on the enemy in the Long Đất area, and counter the accelerated pacification 

programme of the Americans and their puppets in the Route 23 area. 

 At the end of November or the beginning of December 1969, the Battalion joined 

with 445 Battalion in an excellent coordinated attack on the Phước Hòa Long post at the 

Đất Đỏ Sub-Sector. In the evening, we launched a firepower assault on positions within 

the enemy post and within the Sub-Sector – creating alarm and panic among the enemy 

there (the Phước Hòa Long post had been attacked earlier by 445 Battalion, in about May 

1969 194). The aim of our assault was to lure an enemy relief force from the Phước Tuy 

                                                                                                                                                  
were listed. Weapons were estimated as: 153 AK-47s, seven RPD machine-guns, one .30 cal machine-gun, 

two GOR heavy machine-guns ((probably the 7.62mm SG-43/SGM Goryunov)), two 12.7mm machine-

guns, 21 K-54 pistols, one M-79 grenade launcher, 19 RPG-2, three RPG-7, three 60mm mortars, one 

75mm RCL, four PRC-10 VHF radios, two PRC-25 VHF radios, and five telephones. - de Cure, P.F. Major, 

D440 LF Battalion, HQ 1ATF – Núi Đất, 29 September 1969.   Major inputs to this study were apparently 

based on the interrogations of two ralliers: Lê Văn Nhanh (footnote 162) and Cao Văn Sĩ (footnote 190). 
193

 Translator’s Note: The Rừng Sác/Rừng Sát lies about 32 kilometres south-southeast of S ài Gòn and 

comprises about 1,250 square kilometres of tidal swamp. Its population in 1968 was about 18,000. The 

Lòng Tàu River runs through the Rừng Sác and connects Vũng Tàu/South China Sea and Sài Gòn. Nguyễn 

Việt Hoa (Mười Thà) was transferred to command the Việt Cộng “Đoàn 10/Group 10” unit in the Rừng 

Sác/Sát - CDEC Log 06-2022-67.  Đoàn 10 was reportedly 64-strong – Phan Ngọc Danh ..., Đồng Nai 30 

Năm …, op.cit., 1986, p.132.  However, see the detailed Rung Sat Special Zone Intelligence Study (circa 

mid-1968) of the Rừng Sác and Đoàn 10 (997-strong, including 211 guerrillas) – VCAT Item No. 

4000105007.  For a comprehensive history of the conflict in the Rừng Sác to 1975 – in Vietnamese, see Hồ 

Sĩ Thành, Đặc Khu Rừng Sác (The Rừng Sác Special Zone), Nhà Xuất Bản Trẻ, 2003.   
194

 Translator’s Note: The 445 Battalion History (1991) does not specifically relate a Việt Cộng company-

strength attack on Đất Đỏ Town on 15 May 1969 that reportedly involved elements of 445 Battalion and the 

C-25 Long Đất District Company. Although not specifically mentioned in the 445 Battalion History, a 

captured report  related D445 Battalion’s attack on Đất Đỏ on 14-15 May 1969 – by all four companies and 

with elements of 440 Battalion, resulting in six of their men killed and 31 wounded.  The report claimed to 

have “put out of action 107 enemy, seized five weapons and captured a PW.” CDEC Log 07-2146-69.  On 

the morning of 15 May, 1ATF’s ready-reaction elements (9RAR) deployed to assist the Regional Forces at 
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Sector. Just as our tactical plan had anticipated, at 9am an enemy relief force was 

deployed and fell into the ambush set by our two battalions. In only 15 minutes of 

combat, we wiped out one company completely, and seized a large quantity of weapons 

and equipment (including a PRC-25 radio). Captain Bé - the deputy commander of the 

Sector and who led their relief force, was killed in this engagement. Although they 

suffered heavy casualties, the enemy did not dispatch relief forces – but used bombs and 

attack aircraft on the jungle fringes in order to block our withdrawal – and also ran around 

appealing to us to surrender. The whole Battalion staunchly held its ground in the 

hamlets, and only at nightfall did we withdraw in the direction of Đập Thầu, along Route 

23 and back to the Sông Ray base. Our military exploit – right in Đất Đỏ (a zone that the 

enemy declared had been pacified) both evidenced the standards and combined tactical 

abilities of the Province’s concentrated forces, and enthused the people in the area that 

had been temporarily seized. It also had the impact of advancing and developing the 

Revolutionary Movement in Long Đất.
195

 

 About half a month later, when the Battalion was located in the Rừng Ba Cụm 

base (of present-day Láng Dài village in Đất Đỏ District), we were discovered by the 

enemy who launched a sweep against us. The enemy force was an Australian battalion 

with three troops of tanks and helicopters as escort and supporting elements. On the 

Battalion’s side, in the base at this time were the 8th Company, an element of the 6th 

Company, part of the Headquarters, and a number of comrades of 814 [sic] 
196

 Rear 

Services Group. Our combat troops numbered only a couple of tens of comrades led by 

Comrade Nguyễn Hùng Tâm – the Battalion commander, and Comrade Nguyễn Văn Bảo 

                                                                                                                                                  
Đất Đỏ. A “consolidated report” on the morning of 16 May by 1ATF on the engagements in Đất Đỏ listed 

“friendly losses” as: “ARVN KIA: 7, ARVN WIA: 26, ARVN MIA: 12 – 12 M16 rifles missing”; and 

“enemy losses”: as “ 2 KIA (possible), one M2 rifle and one pistol captured.” – 1ATF INTSUM No.136-69, 

Núi Đất, 16 May 1969. 1ATF assessed the “company-strength attack” as comprising elements of 445 

Battalion and the C-25 Long Đất District Company. The attack is also not mentioned in the Long Đất 

District History - 1986 - ie -  Phan Ngọc Danh & Trần Quang Toại, Lịch Sử Đấu Tranh Cách Mạng Của 

Huyện Long Đất - The History of the Revolutionary Struggle in Long Đất District, Nhà Xuất Bản Đồng Nai 

- Đồng Nai Publishing House, Đồng Nai, 1986. 
195

 Translator’s Note: This attack on Đất Đỏ is also briefly mentioned in the D445 Battalion History (1991): 

“After our victory in defeating the ‘bunker tactic’, 445 Battalion continued to attack the enemy’s Regional 

Forces and the Australian military – and supported our local forces in destroying ‘pacification’. The 

Battalion destroyed the camp at Phước Hòa Long and wiped out a 70-strong Regional Forces company – 

including Major Bé, the deputy commander of the Sector, who was killed while leading a relief force.” – 

Chamberlain, E.P., … D445 …: op.cit., 2011, p.72. However that D445 account does not mention any 

participation by 440 Battalion. Australian accounts relate that on 29 November 1970, three companies of 

D445 Battalion “accompanied by the D440 Battalion’s K8 Heavy Weapons Company” successfully 

attacked the 386
th

 Regional Force Company camp in Xuyên Mộc Town – see detail at footnotes 211, 213 

and 219. 
196

 Translator’s Note: Rear Services Group 84 was the COSVN rear services formation that supported 

communist logistics in Phước Tuy and Long Khánh Provinces. For the organisation and strengths of 84 

Rear Services Group, see captured documents reported in CDEC Log 02-1520-67, 12-1786-66, 02-2033-67. 

In the first half of 1971, COSVN reportedly combined 81 Rear Services Group - which operated in Bình 

Dương Province, with 84 Rear Services Group to form 814 Rear Services Group. – see Annex B to 1ATF 

INTSUM No.208/71, Núi Đất, 27 July 1971. “Group 814” is also mentioned once in the Châu Đức District 

History (2004) in late 1971 - Nguyễn Công Danh et al, Lịch sử … Châu Đức (1930-2000), op.cit., 2004. 
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– the political officer. The engagement was fierce from the very beginning. Assessing that 

the enemy would sweep the area throughout the day – and as our weapons and 

ammunition were limited, our Headquarters grasped the situation knowing that our troops 

had to conserve every B40 and AK round, rely heavily on our bunkers and staunch 

defensive works, and repel each of the enemy’s attacks. From 8am until 5pm that day, the 

Australian troops – with the effective support of their tanks and armed helicopters, 

launched many attacks into our base, but were driven back. Towards the end of the 

afternoon, the Australians attacked – but rather than withdraw, they organised defensive 

positions that surrounded our base with the aim of wiping us out. Facing such a 

disadvantageous situation with regard to our numbers and weapons, at about 3am on the 

second day, we exploited the enemy’s weak spot and the Battalion Headquarters ordered 

our safe withdrawal. As a result, we killed tens of Australians and destroyed many of 

their tanks. The Battalion lost one platoon commander killed (Comrade Ba Ky 
197

), and 

one soldier was wounded. The detachment from the 814 Rear Services Group lost seven 

killed (a number of these comrades had left their bunkers early, withdrawing during 

daylight and had been discovered by the enemy).
198

 

 While the Battalion was striking the enemy in Long Đất, a detachment of our 

forces (including both wounded and ill personnel) had remained defending the Út Lan 

Base at Sông Soài (Hắc Dịch) when a Thai battalion launched a sweeping operation into 

that base. Although our troops were few, a number of the cadre and soldiers used the 

terrain cleverly and staunchly struck back and prevented the enemy from seizing the base. 

One of our comrades was killed, but we killed 14 of the enemy and shot down in flames 

two HU-1A [sic] helicopters (Nguyễn Đức Sỏi – from Hòa Long, shot the aircraft down). 
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 Translator’s Note: Probably Nguyễn Văn Ky (b. 1946 in Quang Hưng village, Kiến Xương District, Thái 

Bình Province), a platoon commander in the 8
th

 Company – noted as being killed in May 1969 – see the 

annexed List of 440 Battalion Martyrs, p.237, Serial 216.  Note however, that the text suggests the 

engagement in the Rừng Ba Cụm base occurred in the period December 1969-January 1970. 
198

 Translator’s Note: In December 1969, Australian intelligence reports noted several casualties among 440 

Battalion. Nguyễn Duy Hồng – section commander in the 5
th

 Company/440 Battalion was killed by 

Australian forces on 3 December 1969 at YS 623904 – 1ATF INTSUM No.338/69, Núi Đất, 4 December 

1969. Hồng had been promoted to section commander on 20 October 1969. He was possibly Trần Duy 

Hồng killed in November 1969 – see the annexed List of 440 Battalion Martyrs, p.234, Serial 194.  On 11 

December 1969, the 124
th

 Regional Force Company, US troops and Australian Centurion tanks attacked a 

base camp at YS 470535 – 1ATF INTSUM No.345/69, Núi Đất, 11 December 1969. On 15 December 

1969, Tư Tiền – the political officer of the 6
th

 Company/440 Battalion was killed by Australian forces at YS 

394828 during an attack on a bunker complex Possibly Nguyễn Văn Tiền – b. 1944, Vũ Quý village, Kiến 

Xương District, Thái Bình Province - in the 5
th

 Company – noted as being killed in December 1969 – see 

the annexed List of 440 Battalion Martyrs, p.237, Serial 218.  Documents identifying Trần Văn Diên – the 

second in command of the 6
th

 Company/440 Battalion, were recovered – 1ATF INTSUM No.353/69, Núi 

Đất, 19 December 1969. On 28 December 1969, Ngô Văn Minh – a platoon commander of the 5th 

Company of 440 Battalion was killed by Australian forces (5RAR) at YS 455752 – 1ATF INTSUM 

No.362/69 and 363/69, Núi Đất, 28 and 29 December 1969. Ngô Văn Minh is not listed among the annexed 

List of 440 Battalion Martyrs. 
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More importantly, we had protected our wounded and our ill comrades. Half a month 

later, the enemy used B-52s to bomb and destroy that base.
199

 

 A report by the Province Committee to the Eastern Nam Bộ Region Committee on 

the situation from 20 December to 31 December 1969 clearly stated: “In the 10-day high-

point phase, our troops and the people of the Province fought 38 battles, drove 603 enemy 

from the battlefield – including 107 American and Australian soldiers, flattened four rows 

of buildings, five bunkers, set fire to 16 military vehicles, and spread propaganda to the 

masses on 26 occasions – the most outstanding was the armed propaganda conducted 

before 1,210 Catholics attending a service in the Đất Đỏ 
200

* church etc. 

 Moving to the beginning of 1970, in preparation for the return of the Americans 

back to their country, the Americans and their puppets decided to make Bà Rịa-Long 

Khánh Province a secure base region. Accordingly, the battlefield in this region continued 

to be difficult with combat becoming increasingly tense and decisive. Externally, the 

enemy increased its military activities, striking heavily into our base areas. They 

employed combined forces comprising Americans, puppets and Australian, Thai and 

Korean vassals to conduct sweeping operations in areas east and west of Route 2 and 

north and south of Route 15. The puppet military conducted bull-dozing operations to 

destroy the terrain along the edges of the Lộc An base and Bình Châu (the Xuyên Mộc 

District base), and the edges of the Rừng Giồng and the Rừng Sác (the base area of the 

Vũng Tàu City and Bà Rịa City Committees). Internally, their Rural Development Cadre, 

police, Pheonix, White Swan
201

, intelligence, and reconnaissance unit operatives etc used 

all types of wicked tricks – such as threats, bribery, divisiveness and misrepresentations, 

aimed at destroying the people’s psychology and ideology; and plots to crush our agents 

among the revolutionary masses. These increased activities by the enemy created many 

difficulties, particularly to our supply operations – the purchase of goods, food, and 

necessities. 
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 Translator’s Note: A captured Châu Đức District report dated 18 December 1969 related the District 

Unit’s combat achievements in the period 10-17 December. In those eight days, the District Unit reportedly 

– in coordination with the 2
nd

 Battalion (ie D440 Battalion) and the engineer element of the Province Unit, 

launched eight attacks, collected 8,700 piastres (USD 74) and 105 litres of rice, and bought 350 litres of rice 

and beans and a quantity of foodstuffs valued at 70,000 piastres. CDEC Log 01-1928-70. 
200

* Report for January 1969 [[sic – but probably 1970]] by the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province Committee to 

the Eastern Nam Bộ Region Committee – file of the Party Central Archives Office, Eastern Nam Bộ 

Regional Committee. Translator’s Note: The proselytising in the church at Đất Đỏ on 24 December 1969 by 

elements of D445 Battalion – led by Comrade Tâm (the Battalion second-in-command), is detailed in the 

D445 Battalion History (1991) – see Chamberlain, E.P., … D445 Battalion …, 2011, p.74. 1ATF reported: 

At 2155hrs on 24 December 1969, the ARVN Đất Đỏ Sub-Sector reported that about 60 Việt Cộng – 

comprising C-25 Long Đất Company elements and local guerrillas, “surrounded a church and spread 

propaganda to the people” in the northern part of the Town – 1ATF INTSUM  No.359/69, Núi Đất, 25 

December 1969. 
201

 Translator’s Note: The “Biệt Đội Thiên Nga” (White Swan Special Unit) comprised female Republic of 

Vietnam police personnel tasked to covertly infiltrate the Việt Cộng Infrastructure organisations and base 

areas. Formed in August 1968, in 1972 the unit’s title was changed to Special Mission Group G4231g. See 

Nguyễn Thanh Thủy (former unit commander), “Nhớ Đến Biệt Ðội Thiên Nga” – “Remembering the White 

Swan Special Unit”, 17 June 2008. 
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 At this time, guaranteeing the support of the Province’s rear services to our units 

and troops within the Province was extremely difficult and hard to resolve. For several 

continuous months, the Province’s rear services could only supply money – while the 

business of acquiring rice, salt and medicines etc had to be resolved by the units 

themselves. The situation became increasingly more difficult for those units with mobile 

combat tasks like 440 Battalion. The Battalion Headquarters put forward many solutions 

– that included some that were quite risky. These included – using funds provided by 

Province to purchase a Lambretta three-wheeled motor scooter for our agents in Bình Ba 

as a means of buying and collecting brown husked rice and potatoes and dropping these 

along the road in places that the enemy would least suspect – and then advising our troops 

to pick up the food. 
202

 This daring method – although pulling the wool over the enemy’s 

eyes, could not be employed routinely, and the quantity on each occasion could not be 

much due to fear of discovery. This hunger situation occurred for many months from the 

Wet Season of 1969 through into 1970 and became progressively more severe. Our troops 

could only keep body and soul together by eating manioc roots, jack-fruit buds, green 

bananas that they were able to collect in the fields, and bamboo shoots and jungle roots 

etc - while throughout the day, they had to exert themselves resisting enemy sweeping 

operations and continuously moving our bases. We were unable to replace our casualties 

– and accordingly our unit strength reduced daily. Each of our companies only comprised 

two platoons – with each platoon only having a little over 10 riflemen. Indicatively, the 

1st Platoon of the 5th Company only had 10 comrades: Comrade Điểu (the platoon 

commander); Comrades Khuê, Khôi, Sinh (the section commanders); and six soldiers: 

Comrades Văn, Tuất, Hải, Hưng, Chanh and Bọt. By the middle of 1971 [sic], this 

platoon only had six comrades.
203

 The Battalion Headquarters proposed many solutions to 

resolve this – including even submitting proposals to the Province Unit and the Province 

Committee, but the situation still remained very difficult. 

 ((P.111)):  Faced with the enemy’s operations increasing daily, the Province 

Committee decided to establish the 1st Key Area Vanguard Headquarters with the aim of 

providing strong guidance to the Movement to destroy the enemy’s pacification efforts on 

the Long Đất battlefield. The Headquarters comprised: Comrade Lê Văn Việt – the 

deputy commander of the Province Unit as its commander; Comrade Phan Thanh Hà – 

the chief of staff of the Province Unit204, as the first deputy commander; Comrade 
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 Translator’s Note: According to a rallier, in mid-March 1970 the adjutant of 440 Battalion – “Tiên”, 

gave a VCI in Đức Mỹ hamlet (Bình Ba) the sum of 100,000 piastres (USD 847) to purchase a Lambretta in 

order to transport purchased rice and foodstuffs up Route 2 to supply 440 Battalion. However, the VCI was 

arrested by the National Police in April 1970 – Appendix I to 1ATF INTSUM No.127/70, Núi Đất, 7 May 

1970. 
203

 Translator’s Note: The full names of some of these 5
th

 Company personnel are probably: Trần Văn Khôi, 

Nguyễn Thanh Văn, Tạ Hưu Tuất, Bùi Văn Hải, Nguyễn Văn Hưng, Vĩ Văn Bột – see footnote 89, ie 

CDEC Log 06-2911-70. 
204

 Translator’s Note: In early 1970, Phan Thanh Hà (Hai Hà) was appointed as the Chief of Staff of the 

Headquarters of Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province - Appendix II to Annex A to 1 ATF INTSUM No.127/70, 

Núi Đất, 7 May 1970. He was noted as the “Assistant Province Commander” signing a letter dated 11 

January 1971 to C36 Engineer/Sapper Company – as the “punch/fist of the Province” following its attack 

on La Vân hamlet (YS 465774) of Ngãi Giao village on 5 January 1971 . – Annex B to 1ATF INTSUM 
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Nguyễn Đức Thu – the commander of 445 Battalion, as the second deputy commander; 

Comrade Trần Công Khánh – a member of the Standing Committee of the Province 

Committee, as political commissar; and Comrade Huỳnh Văn Sinh – the secretary of the 

Long Đất District Committee, as the deputy political commissar.
205

 The Guidance 

Committee of the 1
st
 Key Area Region mobilised all the security forces, military 

proselytizing elements, District armed forces and part of the Province armed forces to 

coordinate with the village guerrillas and launch a series of armed propaganda operations 

with the aim destroying the enemy’s PSDF system and their oppressive machinery in the 

Districts in order to create an impetus for our political vanguards to mobilise the masses 

to rise up and take control etc. 

 ((P.112)):  After Tết (1970), in accord with the policy of the Province Committee 

and Province Unit, the majority of 440 Battalion’s personnel were to operate principally 

within the territory of the Long Khánh battlefield.
206

 However, the 5th Company 
207

 still 

remained in the Núi Dinh area with the task of base defence, securing the movement 

corridors, and harassing the enemy in Long Hương hamlet, the rifle range area, the water 

                                                                                                                                                  
No.35/71, Núi Đất, 4 February 1971.   Phan Thanh Hà was reportedly replaced as the 440 Battalion 

Commander by Hồng Tam Nam (aged 32) - Annex A to 1 ATF INTSUM No.51-70, Núi Đất, 23 February 

1970; and Appendix 2 to Annex A to 1ATF INTSUM No.56-70, Núi Đất, 26 February 1970. In May 1970, 

a rallier from 440 Battalion also identified “Hung Tam” as the commander of 440 Battalion. Also - 

according to a rallier, in January 1970, Tư Tiên moved from the Long Đất District Unit and joined 440 

Battalion as its 2ic - and Hai Thi was the Political Officer and Mười Sinh was the Chief of Staff. That rallier 

also reported that 440 Battalion and 445 Battalion were “not willing to cooperate with each other because of 

personnel conflict between SVN ((South Vietnam-born)) and NVA ((North Vietnamese troops))”. - 

Appendix II to Annex A to 1 ATF INTSUM No.84/70, Núi Đất, 25 March 1970. On “North-South 

divisiveness”, see also footnote 233. 
205

 Translator’s Note: The formation of this 1
st
 Key Area Vanguard Headquarters is also related in the Đất 

Đỏ District History (2006) with the footnote: “Document No.3/QĐ, 4 January 1970 – signed by Comrade 

Phạm Văn Hy, secretary of the Province Committee – from the archives of the Party History Office, 

Propaganda Section of the Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu Province Committee.”  Document No.03/QD on the formation 

of the Headquarters is illustrated in the Báo điện tử Đảng Cộng sản Việt Nam, Chapter VIII. In the Đất Đỏ 

District History (2006) account, Huỳnh Văn Sinh” is shown as “Tạ Hồng Sinh” - Đặng Tấn Hương, Lịch Sử 

Đấu Tranh … Huyện Đất Đỏ (1930-2005), op.cit., 2006. 
206

 Translator’s Note: On 1 April 1970, Australian forces captured Hồng Kỳ Nam, the commander of the 

Xuân Lộc District Unit (cover title: B720) – he had previously served as the political officer of 440 

Battalion’s 9
th

 Company, see footnote 78. Captured documents revealed that the Xuân Lộc District Unit 

included a Reconnaissance/Sapper Unit – 7-strong; an Engineer Unit – of 6; a Ranger [sic] Unit – 14; two 

mortar sections (one 82mm mortar with a five-man crew; one 60mm mortar with a crew of five female 

members); and guerrilla units for Bảo Vinh, Gia Ray and Suối Cát (ie within Long Khánh Province). – 

1ATF INTSUM No.94/70, Núi Đất, 4 April 1970. On 25 April 1970, 1ATF’s 8RAR seriously wounded and 

captured Trần Văn Nguyên – a deputy platoon commander of 440 Battalion’s K6 Company, who had been 

on a rice-collection mission in Đất Đỏ - Annex A to 1ATF INTSUM N0.115/70, Núi Đất , 25 April 1970; 

Appendix 1 to Annex A to 1ATF INTSUM No.117-70, Núi Đất, 27 April 1970. Following medical 

treatment, Trần Văn Nguyên was moved to the Central PW Unit on Phú Quốc Island on 13 August 1970. 
207

 Translator’s Note: In mid-June 1970, Australian forces captured a 44-name “roster” of the 5
th

 Company 

– that included 21 Party members and 18 Group members - CDEC Log 06-2911-70 and footnote 89. 
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pumping plant – and up to Châu Pha, Hắc Dịch, Phú Mỹ, Mỹ Xuân and Phước Thái with 

the aim of breaking down the enemy’s pressure and buying rice from the hamlets.
208

 

 In June 1970, 440 Battalion underwent changes in its organisation and 

establishment – the Battalion only had three companies.
209

 The reason was that the 

Province Unit had re-deployed the 8
th

 Company (K8 was the fire support company) to be 

directly subordinate to the Province Unit leadership.
210

 

                                                 
208

 Translator’s Note:  In February 1970, 440 Battalion (less K8 Company – see following footnotes 210, 

211, 213, 219, 231 and 232) moved to a new base camp near the Sông Xoài – known as “Area K/K Base” 

(YS 380766).  In late March 1970, the 6
th

 Company moved to the 445 Battalion base near the Suối Rau at 

YS 552694 which 445 Battalion had vacated on 22 April to move to the Long Hải Mountains. - Appendix 1 

to 1ATF INTSUM No.117-70, Núi Đất, 27 April 1970. In late May 1970, 1ATF’s 2RAR/NZ Battalion 

launched Operation Capricorn in the far western region of Phước Tuy Province. “Their target was D440 

Battalion. No trace was found of the provincial battalion, although there were minor contacts with C41 

(Châu Đức District Company) headquarters … .” - Ekins, A. with McNeill, I., Fighting to the Finish, 

op.cit., 2012, p.443. 
209

 Translator’s Note: According to the Australian official history, in mid-1970, “D440 and D445 Battalions 

were each reduced to an estimated strength of 150 soldiers”. - Ekins, A. with McNeill, I., Fighting to the 

Finish, op.cit., 2012, p.428. A captured Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province security report dated 20 May 1970 

noted that “D440 and D445 had not submitted recent reports on activities due to the fact that D445 had met 

with ‘serious difficulties’ and D440 had been dispersed to ‘distant parts’.”  – Annex B to 1ATF INTSUM 

No.153/70, Núi Đất, 2 June 1970. On 12 June 1970, five members of K9 Company of 440 Battalion 

attempted to enter Đường Cùng hamlet (Ngãi Giao village) to attack a hồi chánh – but encountered a mine 

and suffered one wounded/captured (Trương Re of A1/B2/K9/D440). 1ATF intelligence staff commented 

that this was “the first contact with D440 for over three months.” – Annex A to INTSUM No.163/70, Núi 

Đất, 12 June 1970. At 0745hrs on 14 June 1970, 8/C/8RAR were fired on (by AKs, RPGs) from bunkers at 

YS 402799 by five VC. In the engagement, one Australian was killed and three wounded; and one VC was 

killed. Documents were recovered (CDEC Log 06-2911-70, see footnote 89) from the 34-bunker complex 

(K Base) that indicated the presence of K5 and K9 of 440 Battalion – 1 ATF INTSUM No.165/70, Núi Đất, 

14 June 1970. On 22 June 1970, Hà Minh Quyền – a section commander of K9/440 Battalion was killed at 

YS 396778; presumably on returning to check the bunker complex. – 1ATF INTSUM No.173/70, Núi Đất, 

22 June 1970. 
210

 Translator’ Note:  According to a 440 Battalion PW - Đặng Văn Hơi, captured on 13 October 1970, at 

the end of August 1970, the Battalion only comprised K5, K6 and K9 Companies – with K8 having been 

withdrawn to Province in November 1969. In late August 1970, a visiting “Bà Long Province cadre” 

advised that the Battalion would be temporarily dispersed. The members of K5 who were not ill or 

wounded were to reinforce the Cao Su District Unit; K6 was to return to Province; and K9 was to reinforce 

445 Battalion. 440 Battalion’s strength was:  K5-30, K6-50, K8-80, K9-50, HQ-40 = 250. The morale of 

440 Battalion was reportedly very low - due to constant movement, heavy casualties, and being sent to 

smaller units as reinforcements. The 1ATF intelligence staff noted that their estimate of 440 Battalion’s 

strength was approximately 190. – Annex A to 1ATF INTSUM No.287/70, Núi Đất, 14 October 1970. On 9 

December 1970, a former K8 Company junior cadre - while serving with D445 Battalion, was killed in an 

engagement with Australian 7RAR elements in the Xuyên Mộc area. – 1ATF INTSUM No.343/70. Núi 

Đất, 9 December 1970. Subsequently, 1ATF assessed that: “It now appears a possibility that both the K8 

Heavy Weapons Company and K9 Company may have been subordinated to D445. However, further 

information is required before any definite conclusions can be made.” – 1ATF SUPINTREP No.49/70, 

period 7 Dec – 13 Dec 70, Núi Đất, 15 December 1970.  A few weeks later, 1ATF assessed that, with the 

removal of the 3
rd

 Company personnel from 445 Battalion to form the C36 Company Bà Rịa-Long Khánh 

provincial sapper/reconnaissance company (see footnotes 188 and 204) in September 1970, a “new” 3
rd

 

Company of 445 Battalion was created by the integration of 440 Battalion’s K9 Company (all North 

Vietnamese) - together with some members of other 440 Battalion companies, into 445 Battalion. – Annex 

A to 1 ATF INTSUM No.17/71, Núi Đất, 17 January 1971. A captured letter written by a former D440 

cadre serving as the commander of the D445 signal platoon – and written on 27 August 1971, related: “In 

August 1970 when D2 ((D440)) was broken up, we were re-assigned to D1 ((D445)) which also resulted in 

difficulties and loneliness.” - Annex B to 1ATF INTSUM No.250/71, Núi Đất, 7 September 1971. Some 

members of the signal platoon – including Northerners, had “married local girls”. While “the unit had 
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 Subsequently, the 6
th

 Company was deployed to reinforce the 1
st
 Key Region and 

operated under the direct command of the Vanguard Headquarters.
211

 The Company’s 

area of operations was to the west of Route 23 (in the Long Tân-Phước Thọ area).  The 

principal task at first was to draw out the enemy and support 445 Battalion to attack the 

enemy in our zone in order to progress armed propaganda. After the Australian military 

moved to employ their “barrier shield” tactic 
212

, the cadre and soldiers of 440 Battalion’s 

6th Company worked side-by-side with 445 Battalion 
213

 to staunchly oppose the 

Australian sweeping operations on the edges of the Minh Đạm Mountains. 

                                                                                                                                                  
plenty of food, they still felt homesick since all of them were natives of North Vietnam” (letter dated 23 

August 1971) – Annex B to 1ATF INTSUM No.253/71, Núi Đất, 10 September 1971. To enhance morale, 

the NVA/VC operated a complex postal and courier system (see also footnotes 48 and 54) that included 

personal mail.  Their field elements were allocated discrete Letter Box Numbers (LBNs) that were regularly 

changed – eg 440 Battalion’s LBNs included 61140/VT in 1966; 60l259/VT, B14 in 1969; and 61,202/VT. 

D13 in 1970 (CDEC Log 05-2772-70). The LBN 61195 VQ was also used.The system included mail to 

North Vietnam. Promulgating COSVN Directive 09/CT, on 15 July 1966, the Bà Rịa Provincial Unit’s 

Command Committee directed regulations for the exchange of personal letters between North and South 

Vietnam and within South Vietnam (signed by the Assistant Political Officer, Nguyễn Thanh Cần) - CDEC 

Log  09-1974-66; CDEC Log 08-1555-66. For a July 1966, MR 1 Directive on letters between North and 

South Vietnam, see CDEC Log 08-1555-66.  All letters were subject to censorship, and “no more than one 

letter a month to close relatives and friends in North Vietnam” was allowed. For detailed regulations on the 

postal system, see also CDEC Log 01-1367-69.   
211

 Translator’s Note: K8 Company joined the Province Headquarters in January 1970 – Appendix 1 to 

1ATF INTSUM No.117-70, Núi Đất, 27 April 1970.  In September 1970, the Commander 1ATF – 

Brigadier W.G. Henderson, stated that both D440 and D445 Battalions “were finding it ‘extremely difficult’ 

to get rations, food and other supplies. Around August, D440 Battalion ‘seemed to disappear’.” – Ekins, A. 

with McNeill, I., Fighting to the Finish, op.cit., 2012, p.461. The first written indication noted by 1ATF of 

440 Battalion’s disbandment was in a captured document – a personal letter recovered by the 11
th

 ACR on 7 

November 1970, in which “Tanh Binh” advised that 440 Battalion had been deactivated, and that he had 

been appointed as the political officer of Cao Su District. Two ralliers and a prisoner had earlier indicated in 

October 1970 that 440 Battalion had been disbanded. – Annex A to 1ATF INTSUM No.309/70, Núi Đất, 5 

November 1970; Annex B to 1ATF INTSUM No.323/70, Núi Đất, 19 November 1970. According to a 

senior C-25 Company prisoner in late November 1970, 440 Battalion had been disbanded and a “9
th

 

Battalion” from “A57” (33
rd

 NVA Regiment) had been added to the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh forces. - Annex A 

to 1ATF INTSUM No.332/70, Núi Đất, 28 November 1970. On 29 November 1970, K8 Company 

reportedly supported D445 Battalion companies in a successful attack against the 386
th

 Regional Force 

Company camp at Xuyên Mộc Town (YS 650673) – see the following footnote 213. 
212

 Translator’s Note: The “Barrier shield” tactic – literally “chiến thuật hàng rào lá chắn”. This is also 

explained in the Long Đất District History - 1986 as a tactic in which the Australians used “tanks and 

commandos [sic]” to make a fence/barrier to block the Việt Cộng moving from their bases into the hamlets 

and villages. - Phan Ngọc Danh …, Lịch Sử Đấu Tranh Cách Mạng Của Huyện Long Đất, op.cit., 1986, 

footnote to p.186. 
213

 Translator’s Note: On 29 November 1970, D440’s K8 Company reportedly joined with 445 Battalion 

elements in a successful attack against the 386
th

 Regional Force Company camp at Xuyên Mộc Town (YS 

650673).  The attack reportedly involved the 2
nd

, 3
rd

 and 4
th

 Companies of D445 reinforced by K8 – the 

heavy weapons company of 440 Battalion, and precipitated the deployment of the 1ATF Ready Reaction 

Force from The Horseshoe – see Anderson, P., When the Scorpion Stings, op.cit., 2002., pp. 243-244; 

O’Brien, M., Conscripts and Regulars with the Seventh Battalion in Vietnam, Allen & Unwin, St Leonards, 

1995, p.226; and CDEC Log 01-1468-71. The 1ATF intelligence staff reported the attack in detail: an RF 

Company post (YS 650673) was over-run and their casualties were six RF/PF killed and five wounded – 

with 36 M16 rifles, one M-60 machine-gun, and other weapons and equipment lost – see 1ATF INTSUM 
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 The 6th Company was trained in sapper tactics and was directed by the Battalion 

to launch a trial attack on the post at Đường Cùng-Kim Long hamlet that was held by an 

enemy platoon. During the engagement – after having secretly approached close to their 

objective, the Company took the initiative to launch B40 rounds at the tops of the rubber 

trees and to bring fire down on the enemy positions leading into the hamlet – which was 

also the signal to begin the assault. By taking the initiative, the Company’s attacking 

groups had seized the advantage and quickly took control of the battleground. As a result, 

in only 15 minutes, the Company had wiped out the enemy post, captured more than ten 

of the enemy and seized 19 weapons of various types. The 6th Company lost one comrade 

killed. This was the first time that we had employed sapper tactics against the enemy – 

and we won an almost complete victory. This victory enthused the Company’s cadre and 

soldiers - as well as the whole Battalion, and created a belief that our new way of fighting 

was effective. 

 In June 1971 [sic], the enemy launched a very large operation into the Minh Đạm 

Mountains to seize and hold that area.  ((P.114)):  The enemy force comprised an 

American battalion, vassal troops
214

 and a Regional Forces Group.
215

 Launching the 

attack, the enemy employed artillery fire and fierce bombing by their aircraft for about 

more than an hour. Then, their infantry divided into three columns and all advanced up 

into the Mountains. The 6th Company was ordered to block and attack the enemy group 

advancing on the Medical Services Cave. The battle waged fiercely from 9am to 3pm as 

we and the enemy fought over every boulder and tree stump. The cadre and soldiers of 

the 6th Company fought dauntlessly, using the difficult terrain to drive back many of the 

enemy’s assault waves – and wiping out and wounding many of the enemy, and 

                                                                                                                                                  
No.334/70, Núi Đất, 30 November 1970; Peters, C.C.M. Major, D445 - Order of Battle, 1ATF Battle 

Intelligence Section, Núi Đất, 6 May 1971. 
214

 Translator’s Note: 1ATF elements did not engage in major operations in the Minh Đạm/Long Hải 

Mountains in June 1971. The Task Force’s major operations were in the north of Phước Tuy Province - ie 

Operations Bhowani Junction: 3-4 June; Overlord: 5-14 June; Hermit Park: 14 June -27 July; and Hawker: 

18 June-27 July 1971. 
215

 Translator’s Note: Regional Forces (RF) “Group” – literally “Liên đoàn”.  In 1970, the RF were 

upgraded to include manoeuvre battalions – with 26 battalions activated by December 1970. By Presidential 

Decree of 1 July 1970, the RF and the PF ceased to be separate services, but became components of the 

Army (ie the ARVN), but with no change in their organisation or employment – ie previously there was a 

RF/PF Commander on the RVNAF Joint General Staff and at the Corps and Sector levels. - MACV 

Command History 1970, Part II, Chapter VII, pp16-18. Subsequently, RF Mobile Groups - with organic 

artillery support (a battery of four 105mm howitzers), were formed; with a Group Headquarters 

commanding three to five battalions – designed to replace the Sector Tactical Commands. - Trần Đình Thọ 

Brigadier General, Pacification, Indochina Monograph, U.S. Army Center of Military History, Washington 

D.C., 1980, p.44; Ngô Quang Trường Lieutenant General, Territorial Forces, op.cit., 1981, p.43. According 

to the Đất Đỏ District History (2006): “At the beginning of 1971, the enemy deployed the 302
nd

 Regional 

Force Battalion ((formed in early 1971)) to occupy both Upper and Lower Route 44, and the 347
th

 Regional 

Force Group set up posts along Route 52 and Route 44 Lower. … At the beginning of 1972, additional to 

the puppet authorities’ machinery extending from the districts down to the villages and hamlets, the puppet 

troops in Long Đất comprised: one battalion; three Regional Force Groups ((Liên đoàn)) and 13 Regional 

Force companies; 23 Popular Force platoons; two platoons of National Police Field Force; and 1,162 

People’s Self-Defence Force personnel. - Đặng Tấn Hương, Lịch Sử Đấu Tranh … Huyện Đất Đỏ (1930-

2005), op.cit., 2006. By 30 April 1975, there were seven RF Mobile Groups in Military Regions 3 and 4. 
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defending the security of the base and our wounded and ill comrades. In the first day of 

the fighting, the 6th Company lost one killed and one wounded. In the following days, the 

enemy continued to drop bombs, fire their artillery and launch a large number of attacks – 

but they were still unable to advance up into the Mountains. On the morning of the fourth 

day, the enemy’s B-52s bombed our positions continuously from 12pm to 3pm. More 

dangerously, they used cluster bombs with gas and also napalm bombs to try and force us 

from the caves so that they might more easily wipe us out. The cadre and soldiers of the 

6th Company bore all this and stolidly held their ground – using urine-soaked rags to 

combat the gas and the suffocating fumes. Each time the bombing and shelling subsided, 

our troops would come out, strike the enemy and inflict many casualties. After 25 days of 

fighting with all their strength - and attacking and suffering heavy casualties without 

achieving their objectives, the enemy had to cease their operations. 

 At this time, the most representative of the 6th Company’s battles – in 

coordination with 445 Battalion, was the engagement that opposed 40 tanks in an enemy 

sweeping operation comprising American and Australian forces into the Minh Đạm base 

(August 1971 [sic]). 

 ((P.115)):  The engagement ensued when the 6th Company was completing the 

process of incorporation back into 440 Battalion. The night before the clash, a platoon of 

the 6th Company led by its platoon commander – Hòa (code name: Hòa Con), transported 

the Company’s wounded to the District infirmary. When returning to 445 Battalion’s 

location, Australian troops struck. The whole platoon under its commander – Comrade 

Hòa, quickly joined 445 Battalion’s combat formation, blocking the enemy’s approach in 

the north. 

 There, the platoon coordinated with a company of the Battalion to drive back 

many of the Australian attacks which were supported by tanks. 
216

 On one flank, the 

enemy tanks had broken through our outer defences and poured in - advancing straight to 

our platoon’s position. After a few seconds of confusion (the platoon was not carrying its 

anti-tank weapons as they had been transporting wounded), Comrade Thùy - a section 

commander, ordered the soldiers to man the heavy machine-gun and to fire at the 

vehicles’ armoured tracks and subdue the observation turrets to enable his comrades to 

get close, climb up, open the hatches and throw grenades 
217

 down into the hulls to 

destroy the vehicles. 

                                                 
216

 Translator’s Note: No Australian military operations into the Minh Đạm/Long Hải area are noted in 

August 1971; and no such engagement is recorded in the D445 Battalion History (1991). The last 

Australian operation employing its Centurion tanks was Operation Iron Fox astride the Phước Tuy-Long 

Khánh border in the period 28 July-5 August 1971. Communist histories often use the term “xe tăng” (tank) 

to refer to both tanks and M113-series armoured vehicles - ie armoured personnel carriers, command 

vehicles, and fire support vehicles. In August 1971, 1ATF’s 3RAR operated against D445 elements and 

local guerrillas in the Xuyên Mộc area – Operation Inverbrackie: 6-22 August; and Operation Cudlee 

Creek: 23 August-14 September 1971 – see Ekins, A. with McNeill, I., Fighting to the Finish, op.cit., 2012, 

pp.596-597 and 760-761.  
217

 Translator’s Note: Literally: “thủ pháo dù tống” – “parachute-guided grenade” – ie highly likely to be 

the RKG anti-armour grenade. The RKG was a shaped-charge grenade with a stabilising drogue parachute 

that deployed from the grenade’s throwing handle once thrown - ie for a stabilised and controlled descent 

onto an armoured vehicle or bunker. Sometimes referred to as a “stick grenade”. 
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 At the same time, platoon commander Hòa took the B40 from a soldier of the 

fraternal unit and fired three rounds - setting fire to three tanks and killing a number of 

Australian troops. Having lost four tanks, the enemy’s advancing column was halted. We 

then had the time to consolidate the battleground and our fighting formations – and 

prepare to block the enemy’s subsequent assaults. 

 Following the battle, the combat exploits of Comrades Hòa218 and the 6th 

Company were noted by the 445 Battalion Headquarters and proposed to higher 

authorities for commendation. The area of the battle was later immortalized in history 

books and became an historic place-name in Long Đất District (the region of the 13 tank 

graves). After this battle, the 6th Company received orders to return and rejoin the 

structure of 440 Battalion.
219

 

 At the end of 1970 [sic], the Battalion was trusted with a special task by the 

Province Committee and Province Unit.
220

*  ((P.117)):  The Battalion Headquarters 

selected 17 fit-and-strong cadre and soldiers – all assessed as highly ethical, to form a 

task group under Comrade Trương Quang Ngọ. Without a break, the group travelled for 

almost a month and a half along the liaison route from the Suối Thề base to Đầm Be – 

Solong - Cambodia (the location of the COSVN Rear Services base). There were no end 

of difficulties and hardships – the route crossed many deep rivers and streams, and high 

passes – and they encountered flooding rains and enemy posts (the group was thoroughly 

briefed before their departure that absolute secrecy was essential, and that they were not 

to use their weapons). Burdened with this heavy responsibility, they had to provide 

complete security for the assistance funds provided by the higher authorities. 

Consequently, the group had to avoid many areas. Finally, after two and a half months of 

constant travel, the task group returned to the base and handed over a considerable 

amount of money, gold and dollars to the Province finance organisation. The money that 

they brought back was received in time to resolve the finance difficulties in purchasing 

rice, salt and supply essentials for the units and organisations within the Province at a 

time of most hunger and shortages. The task group’s casualties were one killed and one 

missing-in-action. 

 Afterwards, the Province Committee expressed its approval and confidence in this 

detachment by tasking it to protect and assist with tax collection in the 125 Kilometre 

area (Định Quán). In May 1971, they were ordered back from that task. Beforehand, the 

Province Economic Committee proposed to the Province Unit that the detachment remain 

as part of the normal establishment of that branch. However, almost all of the cadre and 

soldiers keenly sought to return to their combat unit. 

                                                 
218

 Translator’s Note: The exploits of Đào Ngọc Hòa – “a tank-destroying hero”, are recounted discretely in 

an annex to the D440 History (ie pp.207-208 in the Vietnamese text). See also footnote 289 for 

engagements in the Sở Bông (ie Cotton Plantation). 
219

 Translator’s Note: The D445 History (2011) relates an attack by D445 Battalion on the Cây Da camp in 

Xuyên Mộc in December 1970. However that was probably the attack on the 386
th

 Regional Forces 

Company camp in Xuyên Mộc Town on 29 November 1970 involving the 2
nd

, 3
rd

 and 4
th

 Companies of 

D445 reinforced by K8 – the heavy weapons company of 440 Battalion – see footnote 213. 
220

* To transport money and gold from COSVN to Bà Rịa-Long Khánh. 
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II. Stoutly Defending the Nerve-Centre Organisations, Storage Areas, and 

Revolutionary Bases in the Assigned Areas. 

 

((P.118)):  In May 1971, COSVN and the Southern Region Headquarters decided 

to establish the Bà Rịa Sub-Region subordinate to COSVN – on the basis of combining 

the Military Region 7 (T.7) Party Civil Affairs Committee, Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province, 

and part of Sub-Region 4. 

Bà Rịa Sub-Region comprised nine Districts (Xuân Lộc, Cao Su, Châu Đức, Long 

Đất, Xuyên Mộc
221

, Long Thành, Nhơn Trạch, Duyên Hải, and Thủ Đức) and three towns 

(Long Khánh, Bà Rịa, and Vũng Tàu). Comrade Lê Đình Nhơn (Chín Lê) was appointed 

secretary of the Sub-Region Committee, Comrade Trần Sơn Tiêu (aka Năm Lê) was the 

commander of the Sub-Region, Comrade Đặng Quang Long was the political commissar, 

and Comrade Phạm Lạc (Tư Lạc) became the deputy commander of the Sub-Region.
222

 

The regional troops of the Sub-Region comprised two infantry battalions – 440 and 445. 

The main-force units allocated by the higher authorities to strengthen the Sub-Region 

were: the 33
rd

 Regiment
223

, the 4
th

 Regiment
224

, and the 6
th

 Sapper Battalion. Other units 

regularly in combat in the area were the 10
th

 Rừng Sác Sapper Group
225

 and 814 Rear 

Services Group. 

The Sub-Region Committee issued the tasks: “Concentrate the main-force 

elements to join with the local troops and guerrillas to strike the enemy strongly in the 

key areas of Xuân Lộc and Long Đất and wipe out an important part of the enemy’s 

                                                 
221

 Translator’s Note: According to the Xuyên Mộc History (1989): “In May 1971 … Xuyên Mộc and Long 

Đất were combined to make one District.” ie Long Đất. Xuyên Mộc District was re-established in May 

1973 – Võ Kim Hanh (et al), Xuyên Mộc Kháng Chiến … (The Resistance War in Xuyên Mộc), op.cit., 

1989, p.163, p.177. 
222

 Translator’s Note: Through a document captured on 16 June 1971, 1 ATF became aware of the 

formation of the Bà Rịa Sub-Region – 1ATF INTSUM No.169/71, Núi Đất, 18 June 1971. On 29 October 

1971, 1ATF formally published a report on the formation of the Bà Rịa Sub-Region. Earlier on 10 October 

1971, a captured document identified the units subordinate to the Bà Rịa Sub-Region and their cover 

designators - Annex F to 1ATF INTSUM No.302/71, Vũng Tàu, 29 October 1971. Subsequently, 1ATF 

published a comprehensive 70-page booklet: Bà Rịa Sub-Region, Vũng Tàu, 10 December 1971. In its 

account, the Châu Đức District History (2004) adds: “Comrade Phạm Văn Hy became assistant secretary 

responsible for the towns, Comrade Ba Đắc as assistant secretary for the Front.” -  Nguyễn Công Danh et al, 

Lịch sử … Châu Đức (1930-2000), op.cit., 2004.  
223

 Translator’s Note: See footnotes 150-170 for 33
rd

 Regiment’s involvement in the Battle of Bình Ba (5-8 

June 1969) – together with 440 Battalion. Based on infiltration data, in mid-1971, the US Third Regional 

Assistance Command (TRAC) – which had replaced the US II Field Force Vietnam (II FFV) on 2 May 

1971, assessed 33
rd

 Regiment’s strength as 1,245 – comprising: Headquarters and Support elements: 333; 

1
st
 Battalion: 300; 2

nd
 Battalion: 265; 3

rd
 Battalion: 300 ; see  – Annex G to 1ATF INTSUM No.216/71, Núi 

Đất, 4 August 1971. 
224

 Translator’s Note: The 274
th

 VC Main-Force Regiment was commonly known as the “4
th

 Regiment” 

(with cover designators Q764, Q4, Đoàn 94, Đoàn 49) – see earlier footnotes 106, 107 and 140. On 13 

August 1971, the Regiment’s Assistant Chief of Staff was killed by Regional Forces at YS 341918. For 

detail on the Regiment’s organisation, equipment and strengths in mid-1971 – totalling 828 personnel, see – 

Annex B to 1ATF INTSUM No.233/71, Núi Đất, 20 August 1971. 
225

 Translator’s Note: See earlier footnote 193. 
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power and means of waging war, liberate a number of villages and hamlets – firstly in the 

Route 23 and Route 2 areas.” 

To implement the Sub-Region Committee’s policy, the Bà Rịa Sub-Region 

Headquarters directed the Sub-Region’s armed forces to coordinate with COSVN main-

force elements to launch a phase of attacks along Routes 2 and 23 with the aim of 

consolidating and expanding those areas held, and solidly hold the transport corridor 

between Bà Rịa-Long Khánh and War Zone D. The Sub-Region Headquarters also 

formed the 500 Rear Services Group to coordinate with the 814 Rear Services Group in 

order to move weapons and strategic material from south of the Hồ Chí Minh Trail 

(Route 14) to service the fighting units in the area. 

In the Spring of 1971 [sic], 440 Battalion joined with the COSVN main-force 

units (4
th

 Regiment, 33
rd

 Regiment) and the Cao Su District troops to attack a series of 

enemy posts along Route 2, such as Hàng Gòn, Ông Quế, Cẩm Mỹ and Tân Lập etc.  

((P.120)):  Among these, we attacked and levelled some posts two and three times, 

inflicting heavy casualties on the enemy. Additionally, the Battalion launched attacks on 

the enemy’s Sub-Sector at Định Quán in Xuân Lộc District and supported the masses to 

rise up in the villages of Bảo Bình 1, Bảo Bình 2, Bảo Vinh A, Bảo Vinh B, Suối Cát and 

Trung Lương etc.  The results of these attacks contributed towards the destruction of the 

enemy’s oppressive machinery in many of the villages and hamlets and along a number of 

the roads. Most importantly, we maintained our firm hold on the important corridor from 

War Zone D to Định Quán (Route 20), the Mây Tào (Route 2 [sic]) and the Triangle of 

Routes 1-2-15. The armed activities of the Bà Rịa Sub-Region at this time in Xuân Lộc 

were assessed by the Sub-Region Headquarters as “the most active and most 

comprehensive - killing many of the enemy, seizing a large number of weapons, breaking 

up and dispersing many People’s Self-Defence Force elements, and destroying much of 

the enemy’s oppressive machinery in the villages and hamlets.” 

In September 1971 [sic], the Sub-Region Committee decided to disperse 440 and 

445 Battalions
226

 (the concentrated units) back to the local areas. As a result, the 

companies of 440 Battalion were deployed to operate in Long Khánh, Xuân Lộc and Định 

Quán. The principal task of these units was to strengthen attacks on the enemy, to expand 

and develop regions, and become pillars for the development of the local revolutionary 

movements. Specifically, the 5
th

 Company was allocated to Cao Su District, the 8
th

 

Company (K8) to Xuân Lộc District, and the 9
th

 Company (K9)
227

 was allocated to 445 

                                                 
226

 Translator’s Note:  According to the 445 Battalion History (1991); “445 Battalion was temporarily 

divided-up in order to reinforce the districts” – see Chamberlain, E.P. , … D445 …, op.cit., 1991, p.80. 

According to 1ATF records, 445 Battalion had “continued to operate as a mobile battalion until July 1971.”  

1ATF first became aware of the break-up of 445 Battalion from captured documents in early September 

1971: a captured Việt Cộng document (dated 3 July 1971) related that 445 Battalion’s 2
nd

 Company, 3
rd

 

Company, Surgical Platoon, Signals Platoon and Recce Platoon had been sent to reinforce the local forces 

of Long Đất and Xuyên Mộc Districts. For detail on the 1ATF assessment of the “De-Activation of D445”, 

see Annex F to 1ATF INTSUM 302/71, Núi Đất, 29 October 1971; and the comprehensive 70-page 

booklet: Headquarters 1
st
 Australian Task Force, Ba-Ria Sub Region, Vung Tau, 10 December 1971, pp.3-4 

and p.7. 
227

 Translator’s Note: As noted earlier, 1ATF believed that 440 Battalion’s 9
th

 Company had been integrated 

into 445 Battalion some time earlier ie: in September 1970 a “new” 3
rd

 Company of 445 Battalion was 
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Battalion. The 6
th

 Company was reformed as the C36 Sapper Company
228

. On the 

allocation of cadre: Comrade Nguyễn Hùng Tâm – the commander of 440 Battalion, 

became the commander of the Cao Su District Unit; and Comrade Đào Công Hiệu – the 

head of the 440 Battalion rear services committee, was appointed as the deputy political 

officer of the District Unit. Comrade Nguyễn Hữu Thi – previously the Battalion political 

officer, had been re-allocated after the Battle of Bình Ba to become the political officer of 

the Xuân Lộc District Unit; Comrade Nguyễn Hồng Châu – the deputy commander of 

440 Battalion, became a deputy commander of the District Unit; and Comrade Trương 

Văn Nói – the commander of 440 Battalion’s 6
th

 Company, became a deputy commander 

of the District Unit. 

From that time, the history of 440 Battalion moved on to a new page – with a new 

position, role, and a heavy responsibility. Changing from our concentrated combat tasks 

and mobile operations to attack the enemy and defend our bases and the occupied and 

liberated areas, we now had the direct responsibility to strike the enemy in the two 

Districts of Cao Su and Xuân Lộc – and operate as the pillar for the Revolutionary 

Movement developing in the countryside. 

((P.122)):  Faced by this decision, 440 Battalion’s soldiers initially could not 

avoid being in two minds and worried. Grasping the situation, the Committee-level and 

the Battalion Headquarters gave special importance to optimizing all Party and political 

activities – especially ideology. This focused on clarifying the requirements and tasks of 

the revolution, of the local region and that of the Province’s armed forces in respect of the 

changed and new situation. Problems entangling the thoughts of the cadre and soldiers 

were resolved successfully, and the unit was soon stabilised and unified in both thought 

and action – and was able to achieve a high level of resolve. Immediately in September 

1971, the requirements and guidance issued by the higher authorities on new tasks and the 

new organisation were implemented strictly and fully by the cadre and soldiers of 440 

Battalion. Also from that time, the combat achievements of 440 Battalion were closely 

connected to the outstanding combat achievements of the two Districts of Cao Su and 

Xuân Lộc. This was particularly evident in the important historical periods of the local 

Revolutionary Movement such as: the Summer of Flames (1972), countering the 

incursions (1974), and in the Hồ Chí Minh Campaign (April 1975). 

The combat history and the coming-of-age of 440 Battalion has always been 

closely connected to the local Revolutionary Movement and closely linked to the direct 

and knowledgeable guidance of the Province Committee and the Province Unit through 

all periods. Consequently, the combat organisation of the Battalion has continually been 

adjusted and closely connected to the requirements of the battlefield and the tactics and 

                                                                                                                                                  
created by the integration of 440 Battalion’s K9 Company (all North Vietnamese) - together with some 

members of other 440 Battalion companies, into 445 Battalion. – Annex A to 1ATF INTSUM No.17/71, 

Núi Đất, 17 January 1971. 445 Battalion’s 3
rd

 Company – then 27-strong, reportedly retained its former 

company commander.  He was subsequently killed in action in the Xuyên Mộc area on 17 March 1970. - 

1ATF Battle Intelligence Section, D445 Order of Battle, Núi Đất, 6 May 1971. 
228

 Translator’s Note. The C36 Sapper Company had reportedly been created almost a year earlier – see 

footnotes 188, 204 and 210. 
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methods of fighting the enemy in each specific revolutionary period. In practice, up until 

implementing the Sub-Region’s dispersal decision, the Battalion had re-arranged and 

changed its organisation and establishment many times. 

The period from the end of 1969 to the beginning of 1970 [sic]
229

 was one of 

hunger, hardship and difficulties – and the most violent on the whole of the Bà Rịa-Long 

Khánh battlefield. There was no food, and for days the troops kept body and soul together 

with a few green bananas, a few small pieces of cassava, and boiled jack-fruit buds etc. 

However, the task of striking the enemy – and expanding and developing our zones, was 

still pushed forward strongly. 

At this time, we received orders to ambush an enemy convoy moving from the 

Suối Râm base to relieve the Đức Thạnh Sub-Sector, and a company (K8) of our unit set 

an ambush in the Xà Bang hamlet area (a hamlet that had only just been liberated). 

Because of enemy spies, our whole company was surrounded by four enemy tank 

platoons, and we escaped into the Bưng Lùng Stream – this area of swamp was so deep in 

parts that the mud came up to one’s waist, and movement was very difficult. Overhead, 

the enemy’s aircraft circled continuously calling on our men to surrender. They flew low 

using the downdraft of their helicopter rotor blades to flatten the foliage in an effort to 

find the hiding places of our troops – while Australian commandos probed and scoured 

the area. The encirclement became tighter with every second, and the danger of 

annihilation was very high. At that time, a number of cadre and soldiers wanted to fight 

their way out. They were resolved that whether they lived or died, they could not bear just 

laying down quietly to be captured or killed, even though there were comrades who 

thought more negatively. In that situation, the leadership urgently consulted and put out 

the decision that our people would conceal themselves until the end – except for any 

circumstances when they were unavoidably forced to confront the enemy. The tension 

was stretched to the limit, rounds were in the breeches, fingers were on the triggers – but 

all the cadre and soldiers thoroughly applied their battlefield discipline, patiently awaiting 

orders from their Headquarters. Finally, the Company narrowly escaped the danger. At 

2.30am the next day, exploiting the enemy’s fatigue and lax discipline, the whole 

Company withdrew safely from the area. 

In June 1970 [sic], from serving on the battlefield and implementing the orders of 

the Province Unit and the Province Committee, 440 Battalion’s K8 Company (the fire 

support company) was assigned under the direct command of the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh 

Province Unit. At that time, K8’s establishment comprised more than 40 cadre and 

soldiers.  ((P.125)):  Its weapons comprised three 82mm mortars, two Kalashnikov heavy 

machine-guns, one very heavy machine-gun, and two 75mm RCLs. In approximately the 

period from June 1970 to June 1971, K8 fought and won many battles in a daring manner 

– and, by applying sound tactics, shot down eight enemy aircraft of various types. 

Additionally, the unit still provided combat support for the battalions of the Province 

(440, 445) in attacks against enemy posts and raids on the enemy. In the Wet Season of 

1970, after it had become directly subordinate to the Province Unit, K8 was engaged in a 

                                                 
229

 Translator’s Note: This 440 Battalion History – having earlier related events in 1971 (including the 

formation of the Bà Rịa Sub-Region), now returns to relate events in late 1969 and 1970. 
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model engagement against an enemy sweeping operation launched by the US 99
th

 [sic] 

Airborne Brigade
230

 into the Province Unit’s base at Sông Ray. Ordered to resolutely 

block the enemy so that our elements had time to evacuate and move away, the Company 

deployed in two detachments to attack the enemy from the front and from the flank. As 

the enemy was slow and cautious in developing their attack, we were only able to directly 

launch a frontal attack. In that attack, we exploited the terrain and coordinated our fire 

and movement, but the enemy rashly rushed forward. The engagement dragged on, and 

tens of American soldiers were killed and wounded – forcing them to withdraw and 

abandon their sweeping operation. 

Also in that Wet Season, K8 joined with K9 and the 1
st
 Company of 445 Battalion 

to wipe out an Australian company on an ambush operation in Xuyên Mộc District. 

Having first discovered the enemy, we used two 12.8mm machine-guns to fire right into 

the middle of the enemy – overpowering them with the fire from two ammunition 

magazines. The enemy were still stunned when K9 and the 1
st
 Company attacked them 

from a flank and completely paralysed them. A number were able to flee, but the 

remainder were wiped out. This engagement was a complete success, and while 

withdrawing we were able to shoot down three Australian helicopters that had arrived to 

extract the enemy’s dead.
231

 

                                                 
230

 Translator’s Note: This is a reference to the US 199
th

 Infantry Brigade (Light) stationed several 

kilometres south of Xuân Lộc Town in the period August 1969 to June 1970 – see a similar confusion and 

error at footnote 175. On 1 July 1970, the 2
nd

 Brigade of the US 25
th

 Infantry Division deployed to Xuân 

Lộc, then on 19 July to its Operational Base Lynch (YS 459840) astride Route 2 in Phước Tuy Province 

near Kim Long hamlet about 10 kilometres south of the Long Khánh Province border.  The 2
nd

 Brigade 

(Separate) operated in Phước Tuy (until February 1971) and Long Khánh Provinces; and was replaced in 

early March 1971 by the US 3
rd

 Brigade (Separate) of the 1
st
 Air Cavalry Division (Airmobile). The 3

rd
 

Brigade’s area of operations in Long Khánh and Bình Tuy Provinces was progressively reduced to the west 

to cover the approaches to Biên Hòa/Long Bình – with the Brigade withdrawing from the area in March 

1972 – see the maps at Appendices 5 and 6. 
231

 Translator’s Note: No Australian infantry company was “wiped out” during the Vietnam War – the 

heaviest Australian casualties in one engagement occurred at the Battle of Long Tân on 18 August 1966 (18 

killed, 24 wounded).  However, the 440 Battalion account above may refer to attacks on bunker complexes 

in late-March 1971 by 3RAR and 2RAR/NZ  elements during Operation Briar Patch  about  9 kilometres 

north of Xuyên Mộc District Town (20 March) and seven kilometres north-west of Xuyên Mộc District 

Town (31 March).  During the engagement on 20 March 1971 against elements of 445 Battalion and the 

Xuyên Mộc guerrilla unit (Annex B to 1ATF INTSUM No.99/71, Núi Đất, 9 April 1971), a UH-1H 

Bushranger helicopter (A2-383) was damaged by enemy fire while providing fire support. The helicopter 

recovered to Fire Support Base Beth where the co-pilot died of wounds. He was reportedly the first RAAF 

member to be killed in action in the Vietnam War. On the following day, two RAAF UH-1H aircrew were 

wounded by ground-fire during a resupply mission to 302
nd

 Regional Force Battalion elements at YS 

463536. On 31 March 1971, companies of 3RAR and 2RAR/NZ  attacked a bunker system on the western 

edge of the Sông Ray River in the Tân Rú area (YS 584722) occupied by C2 and C3 Companies of 445 

Battalion and elements of the K8 Heavy Weapons Company. A RAAF UH-1H helicopter supporting 

2RAR/NZ was hit by ground-fire at YS 584722 (about 10 kilometres north-east of Xuyên Mộc District 

Town), and a door-gunner was wounded and later died. During Operation Briar Patch, Australian casualties 

were four killed (including two RAAF personnel) and 11 wounded - while Việt Cộng casualties were 

reported as three killed and 10 possibly wounded/escaped. Four RAAF helicopters were hit by ground-fire 

and two of these were forced to land. “The enemy scored a psychological success by carrying away most of 

their wounded – often assisted by their practice of wearing rope ankle loops into action.” -  Ekins, A. with 
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When directly subordinate to the Province Unit, K8’s usual tasks were to exploit 

the advantages of the terrain close to open areas, bases, or our production areas – and 

ambush enemy aircraft in order to defend the results of our production, our transportation 

groups, and groups of cadre passing through on duty. In the 1970 Wet Season, K8 shot 

down three enemy helicopters in the Ruộng Đỏ area. 

In June 1971, in accord with deployment orders from the Sub-Region 

Headquarters, K8 fought directly in support of the Xuân Lộc District Unit in an 

operational area stretching up to Định Quán District and bordering with Xuyên Mộc 

District, Long Khánh Town, Tánh Linh District, and Bases 5 and 6 on Route 1.
232

 

During its formation, development, combat actions and coming-of-age, the cadre 

and soldiers of 440 Battalion always strictly implemented the orders from higher 

authorities, were ready to fight and die, and to overcome every difficulty and challenge. 

When ordered, we deployed – and if we met the enemy, we fought and won. So – no 

matter where we fought, and no matter our circumstances (under command, detached or 

as a reinforcement), the cadre and soldiers of 440 Battalion never ceased striving to bring 

into play the unit’s traditions. It was not exceptional for the cadre and soldiers of 440 

Battalion to be assigned to strengthen the combat capability of the Province 

Reconnaissance Company. 

The principal responsibility of the Province Reconnaissance Company was to 

discover the enemy’s situation and directly support the tactical command role of the 

Province Unit Headquarters. The Reconnaissance Unit covertly studied the layout of the 

enemy’s defences in their bases and their deployments outside in the field in order to 

support attacks by our infantry. The Company was also tasked to operate as an advanced 

party - moving ahead of Province leadership groups travelling to higher headquarters or 

to subordinate elements etc. However, in the years 1970-1971, the reconnaissance force 

had to engage in direct combat like the infantry units in order to repel enemy sweeping 

operations and defend our bases. 

((P.128)):  Through 1969 and into 1970-1971, aware of our difficulties
233

 on the 

battlefield, the enemy – principally the American and Australian
234

 forces, increased their 

                                                                                                                                                  
McNeill, I., Fighting to the Finish, op.cit, 2012, pp.541-546, p.757;  1ATF INTSUM No.90/71, Núi Đất, 31 

March 1971. 
232

 Translator’s Note: Trần Danh Tron – a platoon commander in K8 Company, was killed by Australian 

troops on 21 August 1971 at YT 424151 – 1ATF INTSUM No.237/71, Núi Đất, 25 August 1971. Tron’s 

death is death is not recorded in the List of 440 Battalion Martyrs annexed to the 440 Battalion History. The 

1ATF intelligence staff commented that “there had been no confirmed contact with K8 for several months.” 

K8 had last been tentatively identified in an engagement on 7 June 1971 with elements of the US 3
rd

 

Brigade (Separate) at YS 5594 during Operation Overlord. 
233

 Translator’s Note: - “Homesickness” among troops from North Vietnam was reported by 1ATF - Annex 

B to 1 ATF INTSUM No.253/71, 10 September 1971 (see footnote 210). Also, tensions and “lack of 

cooperation” between “Southerners” and “Northerners” in units – and between 445 and 440 Battalions, 

were reported by a rallier - Appendix II to Annex A to 1 ATF  INTSUM No.84/70, Núi Đất, 25 March 1970 

– see footnote 204. More generally, an official communist directive (Standing Committee B1 – probably in 

Bình Dương Province) noted “regrettable mistakes” in the treatment of northern troops – who had been 

disparingly called “doltish, clumsy, slow-moving”, “fun made of their accent”, and “lacking experience” - 

see: Discrimination against NVA troops in Vietnam by southern communists, 20 December 1967, CDEC 

Log 06-1044-68. See also: North South Divisiveness in the PAVN/PLAF – April 1974 (within the 9
th

 VC 
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sweeping operations deep into our base regions with the aim of wiping out our nerve-

centre organisations - ie the Province Committee and the Province Unit. This led to many 

encounter battles between the Province Unit’s Reconnaissance Company and American 

troops (the 99
th

 [sic] Brigade)
235

. 

In September 1970, two companies of the 99
th

 [sic] (US) Brigade swept into the 

Province Unit’s H Base (nowadays the area of Lang Minh village, Xuân Lộc District). 

When our reconnaissance element first discovered the enemy, the enemy had crossed the 

Sông Ray and advanced close to the base. At that time, the situation was truly dangerous. 

With no time to seek permission from higher authorities, Comrade Đinh Văn Rặng – the 

Company’s political officer, swiftly deployed troops to fighting positions in order to halt 

the enemy. Waiting until the enemy was really close, he then gave the order for a B40 

grenadier to open fire – and immediately after that the 60mm mortar fired 16 rounds into 

the middle of the enemy’s formation. At the same time, all other weapons fired into the 

enemy who were fleeing helter-skelter among the resounding explosions. 

((P.129)):  At the end of 1970 and the beginning of 1971, the Americans’ 99
th

 [sic] 

Brigade launched a sweeping operation in the Suối Vọng area (Bảo Bình) and clashed 

with a reconnaissance detachment of the Province Unit. As the American force was 

strong, our troops were ordered to exploit the terrain and to fire unexpectedly into the 

middle of the enemy’s formation. After the first burst of fire had killed a number of the 

enemy, we fought for about a further ten minutes before taking the initiative to withdraw. 

While withdrawing, they were observed by a pursuing enemy helicopter, and a soldier 

used his infantry weapon to set fire to the aircraft. 

A month later, the 99
th

 [sic] Brigade again launched a sweeping operation with the 

aim of wiping out the Province Unit organisation. As night fell, the enemy set up their 

                                                                                                                                                  
Division) – VCAT Item No. 2310513021, and Division in Communist Ranks in 1974 – VCAT Item No. 

2122902006. 
234

 Translator’s Note: The 1ATF Headquarters (Main) moved to Vũng Tàu and opened at midday on 16 

October 1971 – see 1ATF SITREP Ops 1821, 16 October 1971. The Australian flag at the 1ATF 

Headquarters element in Núi Đất was lowered on 7 November 1971. 1ATF elements withdrew from Phước 

Tuy Province to Vũng Tàu, and on 9 November 1971 ceased to be under the operational control of the US 

Third Regional Assistance Command (TRAC) – which had replaced the US II Field Force Vietnam (II 

FFV) on 2 May 1971. Headquarters 1ATF closed at Vũng Tàu on the afternoon of 29 February 1972 – and 

the residual Australian military training element (Australian Army Advisory Group Vietnam – AAAGV) 

opened in Vạn Kiếp on 6 March 1972. After the Australian Government formally declared a cessation of 

hostilities in January 1973, the AAAGV returned to Australia. The “Embassy guard” platoon returned to 

Australia in July 1973. According to the Australian official history, Australian Army casualties in Vietnam 

were 414 killed in action and 2,348 wounded – see McNeill, I. & Ekins, A., On the Offensive, op.cit., 2003, 

Appendix F, "Statistics”. The Australian Army History Unit website records that: “Army casualties in 

Vietnam were 413 KIA/DoW; two MIA; 2,026 WIA; 64 non-battle deaths; and 999 other casualties”.  Note 

however, that the last two Australian Defence Force MIA (RAAF aircrew officers) were recovered in mid-

2009. An analysis of 1ATF engagements (six major battles and over 3,900 contacts) can be found in Hall, 

R., 1
st
 Australian Task Force – A new operational analysis 1966-1971, Vietnam Center & Archives – 

Seventh Triennial Symposium, Session 5A, Lubbock – Texas, 11 March 2011. VCAT Item No. 999VI3155. 

See also: Hall, R., “Operation Wandering Souls”, Wartime, Issue 55, Australian War Memorial, Canberra, 

July 2011, pp.25-29. 
235

 Translator’s Note: For US formations operating from bases south of Xuân Lộc Town to the Phước Tuy 

Province border in the period 1966-1971, see footnotes 30 (11ACR) and 230. 
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overnight positions in the area of the Gia Măng Stream-Sông Ray (near the Province 

Unit’s Xa Cá Tree Base – nowadays part of Lang Minh village of Xuân Lộc District, 

Đồng Nai Province). They were observed by the reconnaissance element who covertly 

planted a large number of DH-10 directional mines
236

 aimed towards the enemy. When 

the enemy awoke, we detonated the mines and opened fire immediately after with all 

types of weapons – B40s, AKs etc, into the enemy’s positions - who were in turmoil 

among the resounding explosions. In this engagement, the enemy suffered 12 killed and 

wounded. 

Not long afterwards, a company of the American 99
th

 [sic] Brigade launched a 

sweeping operation into the Province Unit’s base at Suối Nhái (part of Bảo Bình village 

in present-day Cẩm Mỹ District). Informed by our technical posts
237

, we took the 

initiative and moved the whole of the Headquarters away from the area being swept – 

leaving only two detachments (six people) with the task of defending the base. 

((P.130)): A mine-field of DH-10 mines was laid in anticipation in the middle of 

the base area to await the advancing enemy. Unaware, the enemy advanced to rummage 

through an empty base. When they reached the centre of the base, the mines exploded – 

and while the panicked enemy sought places to shelter, our soldiers opened fire fiercely 

into their ranks, and then took the initiative to safely withdraw.
238

 

 

III. Fighting Staunchly, Striving to Attack the Enemy and Expand the 

Liberated Zones, Blocking Incursions and Participating in the Hồ Chí 

Minh Campaign, Contributing to the Liberation of the South and the 

Unification of the Country (1972-1975). 

 

At the beginning of 1972, the Bà Rịa Sub-Region sent the 33
rd

 Regiment to 

operate in the Xuân Lộc area and a battalion of the 4
th

 Regiment ((274 Regiment)) to 

Long Thành. These units had the task of supporting the District armed forces to attack the 

enemy in the Sub-Region’s key areas: from Cẩm Mỹ (Route 2) up to Túc Trưng-Định 

Quán (Route 20). At the same time, they fought against the 48
th

 and 52
nd

 Task Forces 

(puppet 18
th

 Division) stationed in Long Khánh and inflicted heavy losses on them. 

((P.131)):  Participating with the District companies and the local units (centred in 

the Long Khánh-Xuân Lộc area), the cadre and soldiers of 440 Battalion confirmed their 

revolutionary attacking spirit, firmly maintaining the tradition of their unit and native 

land, and striving to complete all assigned tasks. 

In August 1972, COSVN decided to re-establish the Eastern Nam Bộ Region 

Committee and Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province. This area covered the Districts of: Định 

                                                 
236

 Translator’s Note: DH-10 was a directional fragmentation mine – “equivalent” to the US M18 Claymore 

mine. 
237

 Translator’s Note: “Technical posts” is a standard NVA/VC euphemism for signals intelligence 

(SIGINT) – ie the intercept of the enemy’s radio communications, see footnote 84. 
238

 Translator’s Note: According to a magazine article in 2010, “at the end of 1971, the 33
rd

 Regiment 

attacked and seized Đức Mỹ Sub-Sector with D440.” -  Lê Đình Thìn, “Trung Đoàn 33 – một thời hào hùng 

…” – “The 33rd Regiment – an heroic time …”, Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu ((magazine)), Vũng Tầu, 30 April 2010, 

p.18.   
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Quán, Xuân Lộc, Long Khánh, Cao Su, Xuân Lộc, Long Đất, Xuyên Mộc, and the towns 

of Vũng Tàu and Bà Rịa. Comrade Phạm Văn Hy was the secretary of the Province 

Committee, Comrade Lê Minh Nguyện was the deputy secretary, and Comrade Phạm Lạc 

was the commander of the Province Unit. The Province Unit comprised: 445 Battalion, 

the 500th Battalion (its predecessor was the Province 500 Rear Services Group), and the 

240
th

 Engineer Battalion.
239

 The District troops comprised: the 5
th

, 6
th

 and 7
th

 Companies 

(Cao Su District); K8 (Xuân Lộc), K9 (Định Quán), and special action units and armed 

reconnaissance units of Long Khánh, Bà Rịa and Vũng Tàu Towns; and the hamlet and 

village guerrillas.  

((P.132)):  Following its re-establishment, the Eastern Region Military 

Headquarters decided to deploy the 33
rd

 Regiment to operate along Route 1, the 4
th

 

Regiment ((274 Regiment)) in the Long Thành and Nhơn Trạch area (Route 15), and to 

create the conditions for the 113
th

 Sapper Group and the 10
th

 Rừng Sác Group to attack 

the enemy bases and logistic complexes. 

On Route 1, in October 1972, the Xuân Lộc District troops and the 500
th

 and 246
th

 

[sic] Battalions joined with the village guerrillas to constantly attack the enemy and 

liberate Hamlet 2, Hamlet 3, Đồng Tâm, Suối Cát Hamlet, Rừng Lá etc – and expand a 

continuous liberated zone to the east of Long Khánh Town. The Cao Su District troops 

operated principally in the area to the west and the south of Long Khánh Town with a 

focus on the villages in northern Route 2 (from Cẩm Mỹ to Long Khánh). There, the 

troops of the local companies coordinated closely with the village and hamlet guerrillas to 

continuously attack and inflict losses on the enemy – in personnel, weapons, and 

equipment. In particular, they smashed the enemy’s systems of oppression in the area. 

Previously, in the Summer of 1972 (during the Nguyễn Huệ Campaign
240

) – in 

implementing the orders of the Province Unit, the 33
rd

 Regiment’s combat task was to 

surround and attack the Đức Thạnh Sub-Sector, and the Cao Su District Unit was to 

deploy its forces to surround Con Rắn Mountain. This would draw out enemy relief 

forces from Cẩm Mỹ and Suối Râm and limit their route down to Đức Thạnh Sub-Sector. 

The enemy in the post on the slopes of Con Rắn comprised one platoon with many wire 

obstacles and defensive outposts. A company (minus) of the Cao Su District Unit 

surrounded the enemy post and sniped at the enemy - in coordination with 60mm mortar 

attacks, for 11 days and nights. Having received a message seeking assistance from the 

Con Rắn Mountain post, the enemy at Cẩm Mỹ recklessly came to their aid. However, 

they fell into our ambush (using DH-10 mines), killing five of the enemy. We decided to 

retain our battle positions and lure the enemy into further attacks by our forces, but the 

enemy did not dare to sortie out. That evening, we used loudspeakers to call upon the 

enemy on the Mountain to come down and recover the bodies of their comrades, but they 

                                                 
239

 Translator’s Note: The 240th Company became D240 Battalion, 500-strong and led by Tư Sáng. - Phan 

Ngọc Danh ..., Đồng Nai 30 Năm …, op.cit., 1986, p.123. 
240

 Translator’s Note: The Nguyễn Huệ Offensive by the communist forces (also known as the Easter 

Offensive) began on 30 March 1972 with attacks across the Demilitarized Zone on 30 March 1972 – Quảng 

Trị City fell to the NVA on 3 May. The heaviest battles in Military Region 3 (see Appendix 6) were north 

of Sài Gòn on northern Route 13 – where communist forces seized the town of Lộc Ninh, but their attacks 

agains An Lộc Town (mid-April to mid-June) were unsuccessful. 
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did not dare. Finally, they used a civilian driving a Lambretta to come and negotiate with 

our unit. We resolved the issue in accord with the lenient policy of the National 

Liberation Front of South Vietnam. Ending the 11-day campaign, the Cao Su District 

Company had killed a total of 17 enemy – including a second lieutenant, the commander 

of the Cẩm Mỹ post. 

In implementing the order of COSVN Headquarters and the Eastern Military 

Region Headquarters in the final months of 1972, the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province 

Committee had provided guidance to the Province armed forces to use all their combat 

power and coordinate closely with the political struggle and military proselytising 

elements to win victory in the “Springing up and taking control” phase with the aim of 

expanding the liberated zones and creating the impetus for the Revolutionary Movement 

in the countryside.  ((P.134)):   According to a report by the Province Committee, at the 

end of 1972, the Province had completely liberated 80 hamlets, six villages, and one 

rubber plantation. Additionally, we had also expanded our zones of control in the rural 

areas and along many stretches of National Route 15 and Inter-Provincial Routes 2 and 

23. 

Very close to the day of the signing the Paris Agreement
241

 – and while there was 

still momentum in the “Springing up and taking control” phase of operations, the forces 

of the Cao Su District Unit (40 comrades – reinforced by an additional 12 village 

guerrillas and Movement cadre) expanded their area by staking out flags on two-thirds of 

the locations within Hàng Gòn strategic hamlet. When the enemy became aware of this, 

they came down from the Long Khánh Sector intending to raise the blockade. We had 

taken the initiative to dig shelters and construct trenches from which to fight when the 

enemy arrived. Just as we had guessed, the enemy deployed their 81
st
 Commando Platoon 

from the Sub-Sector commando force to break through our positions. On arrival, after 

having examined the situation, the enemy commando platoon commander strutted around 

and announced that the blockade would be resolved in 15 minutes – and the village chief 

promised that, when resolved, he would provide a generous reward of a buffalo. Opening 

the engagement, the enemy used the firepower of their M79s
242

, furiously firing hundreds 

of grenade rounds into our positions as a warning blow. However, our forces within the 

hamlet remained calmly under cover and followed every one of the enemy’s moves. 

When the enemy ceased firing, we placed the DH-10 mines to ambush the enemy as they 

approached. Falling into our ambush, the Sub-Sector Commando Platoon suffered serious 

losses and was forced to withdraw back to Long Khánh – and unable to recover the 

bodies of their fallen. We continued to hold our positions. On the third day, the enemy 

deployed a Regional Forces Group from the Sub-Sector - led by Major Khánh, and 

advanced into the hamlet at exactly midday. Our troops resolutely withstood all of the 

enemy’s firepower, and waited until they were really close before opening fire. As a 

                                                 
241

 Translator’s Note: The Agreement on Ending the War and Restoring Peace in Vietnam – also known as 

the Paris Accords, was signed on 27 January 1973. 
242

 Translator’s Note: The M79 grenade launcher is a single-shot, shoulder-fired, break-action grenade 

launcher that fires a 40mm x 46mm grenade. With an effective range of 350 metres, the M79 can fire a 

wide variety of 40mm rounds, including explosive, anti-personnel, smoke, buckshot, flechette, and 

illumination. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Single-shot
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Break-action
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grenade_launcher
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grenade_launcher
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/40_mm_grenade
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-personnel_weapon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smoke_grenade
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buckshot
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flechette
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result, we killed two of the enemy and seized two weapons. Immediately thereafter, our 

Company rapidly fired more than 10 60mm mortar rounds into the enemy’s ranks, killing 

another of the enemy. After three days of failed attacks – and unable to occupy the 

hamlet, the enemy ordered their artillery at Long Khánh, Núi Thị and Suối Râm to put 

down heavy fire – but, taking the initiative, we had withdrawn safely from the hamlet. 

Our Province’s armed forces had been victorious (with the significant contribution 

of the cadre and soldiers of 440 Battalion within the combat structures of the Xuân Lộc 

and Cao Su District Units, 445 Battalion, and the reconnaissance and communication 

units etc) in the “Expansion and enlarging our zones” phase and the following “Springing 

up and taking control” phase. Not only did this have significance for the Revolutionary 

Movement in the countryside, but it also contributed – together with the rest of the 

country, to creating a new posture and balance of forces to the advantage of the 

Revolution and forcing the American imperialists to sign the Paris Accords on Vietnam. 

((P.136)):  On 27 January 1973, the Paris Agreement on Ending the War and 

Restoring Peace in Vietnam was signed in Paris. According to the provisions of the 

Agreement, the American imperialists had to withdraw all their armed forces – and those 

of their vassals, from Vietnam; undertake to observe the basic rights of our people: 

independence, sovereignty, and the unity of the whole territory; pledge to honour the right 

of self-determination for the people of the South; cease military connections with and 

interference in the internal affairs of the South; and accept the presence in the South of 

two governing authorities, two armed forces, two zones of control, and three political 

forces. This was an extremely large victory that created an important turning point, 

changed the forces on the battlefield, and gave a basic advantage to our people to 

continue on the decisive road to liberate the South and unite the Fatherland. 

The signing of the Paris Agreement had a very large impact on the feelings and 

the sentiment of all classes of our people in the Province. In general, they were elated, 

and many families in the liberated zones and the contested areas organised celebrations. 

The cadre and soldiers of the Province armed forces in general - and of 440 Battalion in 

particular, received this good news with a large range of different sentiments and feelings 

– but, in general, all were optimistic. 

((P.137)):  While we were strictly implementing the provisions of the Agreement, 

the government of Nguyễn Văn Thiệu – abetted and supported by the American 

imperialists in both material aspects and in spirit, strove to sabotage the Paris Agreement. 

They shamelessly violated the Agreement even before its ink was dry. 

In Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province, with the advantage of a greater number of 

troops, heavier weapons, and an oppressive machinery that was almost all still in place, 

they invaded en masse the positions and area that we had controlled before the signing of 

the Agreement. According to statistics, the enemy stationed in the area at this time 

comprised: the 48
th

 Task Force (of the 18
th

 Division); the 1
st
 Battalion (of the 43

rd
 Task 

Force); and two artillery platoons. Their other elements were: 15 Regional Force 

battalions; 180 Popular Force platoons; 200 public security personnel; police; 14,000 

People’s Self-Defence Force personnel; a force of trainees at the Vạn Kiếp and Long Hải 

Centres of from two to three battalions; and from two to three platoons of public security, 
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police, and Rural Development Cadre at the training centre in Vũng Tàu Town (now the 

city of Vũng Tàu). 

 According to a report by the Province Committee, in the second quarter of 1973, 

the enemy established an additional 22 posts, outposts and towers; re-established 763 

People’s Self-Defence Force personnel; and formed an additional Regional Forces 

battalion and a Regional Forces company. They also deployed a large number of armed 

forces’ officers and police to consolidate their hold and to re-establish their system of 

village quislings – with the aim of strengthening their machinery of oppression that we 

had destroyed during our “Springing up and taking control” campaign. In June 1973, the 

enemy announced that a fully-constituted system of quislings had been elected for Phước 

Tuy Province (Bà Rịa). Additionally, they developed dense mine-fields around the 

hamlets and along the principal communication axes, and bull-dozed the terrain to break 

up our base areas and our liaison and transport corridors. The situation began to become 

violent, and difficulties returned. 

At first, the enemy’s actions in violation of the Agreement created confusion for 

our armed forces in the South in general – and specifically for the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh 

armed forces, on ways to cope with the enemy’s activities. In the face of that situation, 

COSVN Directive No.2 (of March 1973) directed that we firmly strike back at the enemy 

violating the Agreement, and recover the Revolution’s momentum and influence. That 

Directive – and a Resolution, were quickly studied and promulgated widely to all the 

armed forces within the Province. Rightist ideological tendencies and deviationism were 

corrected in time – together with illusions that peace was at hand. Reviewing the 

strengths and weaknesses in our combat operations, the initiative was taken with plans 

and positive actions and solutions. Most important was the creation of a revolutionary 

spirit to attack and a resolve to appropriately punish the enemy’s intrusions.  ((P.139)):  

Immediately thereafter, in Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province, the Province Unit held a 

Politico-Military Conference to promulgate the policies of the Province Unit and the 

Province Committee, to discuss and assess the situation, and to unify methods to block 

the enemy’s pacification programme and their intrusions. The policies of the Province 

Unit and the Province Committee were united in changing the methods of countering the 

enemy incursions - ie from our passive response to more effective and active measures.
243
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 Translator’s Note: In May 1973, the US Defence Attache’s Office (USDAO) in Sài Gòn assessed 

NVA/VC organisation and strength in Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province as: “Independent Regiment (HQ 

SVNLA) - 33 NVA: strength 700.  Independent Companies: Cao Su Company – Bà Rịa-Long Khánh: 40; 

C.1 and C.2 Engineer-Sapper Companies, Bà Rịa-Long Khánh: both 30; C.203 Company Xuân Lộc 

District: 36. Phước Tuy Province: 274 Regiment: 810 comprising - HQ and specialized units: 300, 1st Bn: 

230, 2nd Bn: 200, 3rd Bn: 80. Independent Battalions – 274 Arty Battalion, MR1: 100 NVA; 445 Bn Bà 

Rịa-Long Khánh Province Unit: 180; 634 Battalion Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Provincial Unit: 50 VC; D.500 

Battalion MR1: 55 NVA. Independent Platoons and Companies: C.41 (Châu Đức – Group 400): 26 VC; 

C.20 Company Châu Đức: 22; C.25 Company Long Xuyên: 15; C.29 Company Long Xuyen: 18; C.30 

Company Long Xuyên: 17; Special Action Company Xuyên Mộc: 9; A.31 Company Area 3: 20; A.32 

Company Area 3: 19; C.610 Special Action Company: 15.  RSSZ ((Rừng Sác Special Zone)) Regiment 

under Bà Rịa-Long Khánh in 1972.” - USDAO - Saigon, PLAF/PAVN Troop Strength by Unit  -  May 

1973 , Saigon, 31 May 1973 - VCAT Report No. 6 918 5093 73. 
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Following that Conference, the Province armed forces were ordered to deservedly 

punish any enemy incursions – while at the same time taking the initiative to attack and 

win back those enemy positions that they had seized from us after the Paris Agreement. In 

these actions, the troops of the Cao Su District Unit struck against the enemy incursions 

in the regions of Hàng Gòn and Ông Quế hamlets. 

The 5
th

 Company of the Cao Su District Unit’s forces hung flags outside the 

perimeter of the rubber plantation in order to provoke the enemy within the Hàng Gòn 

strategic hamlet to sortie out to pull down the flags – and then to attack the enemy. When 

they came to pull down the flags, we immediately laid an ambush within the ramparts of 

the strategic hamlet. When the enemy returned - completely unaware and not taking any 

precautions, we opened fire and killed five Popular Force personnel and seized two AR15 

rifles.
244

 

A few days later, having understood the enemy’s comings and goings, we set an 

ambush on Route 2 very close to the Hàng Gòn post.  ((P.140)):  Unalert, the enemy came 

out of Ông Quế and fell into our ambush – one of their Jeeps was set ablaze and four of 

the enemy were killed (including an officer). 

 On 24 December 1973, the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province Committee held a 

conference to review the situation in opposing incursions in 1973 and promulgated a 

Command Resolution on tasks for 1974. The Resolution clearly indicated that: in the 

three-pronged struggle in each of the local areas, some areas at times had faced 

difficulties and suffered losses, but basically were still able to firmly hold and increase 

their areas within the Province – especially in the period at the end of 1973. We had been 

able to halt each of the enemy’s incursion plots, their destruction of the jungle, and the 

resettlement of the people. Our base areas had been expanded, and a continuous chain 

created that stretched from Bình Châu to Phước Bửu-Bàu Lâm
245

 and Bàu Lâm-Hắc 

Dịch-Láng Lớn. On our directions for 1974, the Resolution confirmed that we were to: 

“Push forward strongly with the three-pronged attacks in the three areas; in coordination 

with the legal provisions of the Paris Agreement comprehensively destroy the enemy’s 

pacification and incursion plans; and win territory, population and control.”  

 At the beginning of 1974, the fighting between us and the enemy on the Bà Rịa-

Long Khánh battlefield was still continuing at a very decisive level. The enemy further 

strengthened many of their posts, continued to bull-doze the terrain, moved people into 

strategic hamlets, and established agricultural work-sites along the corridors that we 

regularly used. On the military side, they constantly launched destructive sorties, making 
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 Translator’s Note: The AR15 was a US-manufactured 5.56mm semi-automatic rifle – later developed 

and fielded as the M16 rifle. For a technical comparison between the M16 and the AK47 weapons, see Hall, 

B. & Ross. A., “ ‘Landmark’ Battles and the Myths of Vietnam”, in Stockings, C., ANZAC’s Dirty Dozen, 

op.cit., 2012, pp.202-205. 
245

 Translator’s Note: As noted earlier, the Bàu Lâm Base Area “33” was in the vicinity of YS 6180 –  west 

of the abandoned village of Thừa Tích (see footnotes 19 and 138-148) which was about 13 kilometres 

directly north-west of  Xuyên Mộc District Town.  Bàu Lâm was the preferred Việt Cộng title for the Thừa 

Tích area. In mid-1970, about 170 civilians remained under communist control in the Bàu Lâm and nearby 

Bình Châu (YS 632859) areas – CDEC Log 10-1993-70, VCAT Item No. 2311013003. See also: Võ Kim 

Hanh (et al), Xuyên Mộc Kháng Chiến … (The Resistance War in Xuyên Mộc), op.cit., 1989. 
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incursions and setting ambushes in those areas. According to a report by the Province 

Committee, in the first quarter of 1974, the enemy had achieved a number of results in 

their pacification and incursion operations, and their frenzied actions had caused us a 

number of difficulties and losses in both personnel and property. 

 Faced by the situation above, the Province Committee directed that the Province’s 

armed forces had to take the initiative and strike against the enemy’s incursions. At the 

same time, all of our cadre, Party members and soldiers had to thoroughly grasp, 

understand and study COSVN’s Resolution 12 and Directives 01, 04, 06 and 08. 

 With the aim of successfully implementing COSVN Resolution 12 and the 

Directives, the Eastern Nam Bộ Region Committee and the Military Region Headquarters 

took the initiative to launch a Campaign to win population and to take control of the 

Eastern Nam Bộ battlefield. The centre of gravity was Bà Rịa Town, and the main focus 

was Route 2 (an area of eight villages in Châu Đức District). Colonel Lê Văn Ngọc - the 

commander of the Military Region, was appointed as the commander; Comrade Phạm 

Lạc - the commander of the Province Unit, was appointed deputy commander; Comrade 

Phạm Văn Hy – the secretary of the Province Committee, was the Campaign’s political 

commissar; and Comrade Nguyễn Văn Bứa was made chief-of-staff. The Campaign was 

given the title: “The Route 2 Campaign”.
246

 

 ((P.142)):  The Campaign began on 26 March 1974 and ran until 31 April 1974. 

Participating in the Campaign were 445 Battalion (Province troops), District troops and 

Military Region main-force units (the 33
rd

 Regiment and the 4
th

 Regiment). The specific 

tasks were to launch a joint attack to wipe out the post at Kim Long, destroy the enemy’s 

posts and outposts along Route 2, and recover the liberated zone stretching 10 kilometres 

from Kim Long
247

 to the Bà Cùi plantation. After more than a month, the Campaign’s 

operations had resulted in our troops forcing the surrender or withdrawal of the enemy 

from 12 posts and positions; driven more than 900 enemy from the battlefield; captured 

37 prisoners; seized 200 weapons of various types and 2,000 kilograms of ammunition; 

and set fire to 17 aircraft of various types as well as tanks and armoured vehicles. 

 In implementing the directions of the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province Unit, the 

troops of Cao Su District joined with the troops of Xuân Lộc District and the special 

action element of Long Khánh Town to strike heavily against the enemy’s pacification 

activities, kill the evil oppressors in order to draw out the enemy’s forces - and then 

deploy to create the conditions for the success of our Route 2 Campaign. 
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 Translator’s Note: The Route 2 Campaign beginning on “27 March 1974” is also described in the 

Military Region 7 History – including: “the participating units were: 33
rd

 Regiment, 4
th

 Regiment, 18
th

 

Sapper Battalion, 25
th

 Company (Long Đất) and the 43
rd

 [sic] Company (Châu Đức).” - Military Region 7 

Headquarters (Quân Khu 7), 50 Năm Lực Lương Võ Trang Quân Khu 7 - The Armed Forces of Military 

Region 7: 50 Years, Wattpad, 1995.  The Châu Đức History (2004) also describes the Campaign -  Nguyễn 

Công Danh et al, Lịch sử … Châu Đức (1930-2000), op.cit., 2004. 
247

 Translator’s Note: Kim Long village was located in the Route 2 area in the vicinity of YS 459840, about 

4.5 kilometres north of the Đức Thạnh District Sub-Sector Headquarters at Ngãi Giao. 



101 

 

((P.143)):   Map: The Battle of Nam Hà (1730hrs, 17 May 1974). 

 ((This unscaled map uses Soviet-bloc map-marking symbols and shows thrust 

lines)) 

 

 
 

 ((P.144)):  On 17 May 1974, K8 (8
th

 Company, Xuân Lộc) coordinated with the 

District sappers to launch a raid on the Nam Hà strategic hamlet (in Bảo Định village, 

Cẩm Mỹ District) – an area in which the Long Khánh Sector’s 113
th

 Reconnaissance 

Company was on a clearing operation and had set up camp outside the hamlet. Based on 

intelligence from our agents, we planned to attack the enemy at 5pm – at about the time 

that they were playing sport and were not usually vigilant.   

 According to plan, our forces were armed with grenades, AKs, and B40s - and 

disguised as normal civilians. We secretly advanced close to our objectives, divided into 

three groups in order to then attack the enemy from three directions. As we were guided 

by our agents, all three groups were successful in getting close to our targets – but, when 

we were ready to open fire, heavy rain suddenly fell. As a consequence, the enemy were 

not out on their sports field as usual, but had taken shelter in tents. A new situation had 

arisen, but the Company Headquarters still decided to attack. From the unit’s base, the 

main attack group led by Comrade Nguyễn Văn Tuân advanced straight to its objective – 

firing a B40 into the tents. The enemy fled from the tents, and we fired AKs and M79s, 

and threw grenades in a constant attack which the enemy had no time to repel. Another of 

our groups led by Comrade Nguyễn Long Ngưu attacked the enemy’s forces guarding 

Bảo Bình Hamlet 1 and blocked access from the Cầu Hai post so that the enemy could not 
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deploy a relief element.  ((P.145)):  As a result, we wiped out two enemy platoons 

completely; captured three prisoners; destroyed a Jeep, and seized many weapons, 

ammunition and equipment (including a 60mm mortar, three PRC-25 radios, and more 

than 60 weapons including four M79s). The enemy 113
th

 Reconnaissance Company was 

wiped out.  On our side, three comrades were killed (including Comrade Nguyễn Văn 

Tuân - the commander of the District Sapper Company). Later, the Province Unit 

arranged for experiences in the attack to be disseminated, and the unit was awarded a 

Military Exploits Medal – Class II. Individually, two comrades: Nguyễn Văn Tuân and 

Lê Kỳ Tới were awarded Military Exploits Medals – Class III. 

 In August 1974, COSVN re-organised the battlefield with the Eastern Region 

Committee retaining the four provinces of Thủ Dầu Một, Biên Hòa, Bà Rịa-Long Khánh, 

Tân Phú, and Biên Hòa Town.
248

 

 At the end of 1974, the complexion of the battlefield in the South changed rapidly, 

opening up an opportunity to end the war. From 30 September 1974, the Politburo of the 

Party’s Central Executive Committee held a meeting to comprehensively evaluate the 

ripeness of the strategic opportunity and the completeness of the preparatory work. 

Important conclusions were put forward at the Conference, opening the way to declare a 

strategic Resolution to end our people’s more than 20-year long Resistance War against 

the Americans. ((P.146)):  This declared: “Mobilise all the strength of the whole of the 

Party, the whole military and the whole of the people in the two halves of the country in 

the 1975-1976 time-frame to prepare all aspects and create the ripe conditions to 

simultaneously launch a general offensive and general uprising in order to wipe and crush 

the puppet military, overthrow the puppet authorities – from their central organs down to 

those in the countryside, and place political power in the hands of the people by the 

liberation of the South of Vietnam.” 

 After attending a Conference organised by the Eastern Region Committee to fully 

grasp the Politburo’s Resolution, on 2 November 1974 the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province 

Committee met and produced a Resolution: “Policy, tasks and work methods for 1975 

and the final months on 1974”. The Province Committee’s Resolution affirmed: Mobilise 

the determination and greatest efforts of the whole Party, military and the people of the 

Province to firmly grasp the ideology of attack, to press forward on the three fronts, 

destroy the enemy’s posts and their strength, liberate a number of villages and hamlets 

and basically defeat the enemy’s pacification and incursion plans, expand our forces on 

every front, change the situation on the ground, and win the greatest victory in 1975. 

 In opposing us, the enemy in Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province increased the level of 

their pacification efforts and incursions – while at the same time putting effort into 

building their defences.  ((P.147)):  They strengthened their military police, special 

police, police field force and all types of intelligence elements; and established cells, 

teams, and guard forces to closely protect their factories, churches, pagodas, markets, and 
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 Translator’s Note: In mid-1974, the 18th ARVN Division was withdrawn from Long Khánh Province to 

counter communist attacks at An Điền in the Iron Triangle area of Bình Dương Province. In late May 1974, 

elements of the 274
th

 VC Regiment and the 33
rd 

NVA Regiment overran Bảo Bình (YT 480035) in Long 

Khánh Province, and it was not cleared of communist forces until the end of 1974. 
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schools in order to block any infiltration actions from the outside by revolutionary forces 

and to strongly suppress any uprisings by the masses from within. In particular, in the key 

area of Long Đất, the puppet military and puppet civil authorities combined to create a 

large force that greatly expanded the areas being bull-dozed and their incursions on Route 

23. They also moved people to Láng Dài with the aim of encroaching into our base areas. 

 From 8 December 1974, at the direction of the Province Unit and the Province 

Committee, all of the Province armed forces began operations for the 1974-1975 Dry 

Season (these operations lasted until 10 March 1975).
249

 

 In this regard, the troops of K8 – together with District sappers and District 

engineers coordinated with elements of the 6
th

 Division (under the Military Region)
250

 to 

surround and blockade the enemy post at Bảo Chánh. By day, we used loud-speakers and 

also sent messages calling on the enemy to surrender – together with sniper fire and 

shelling by 60mm mortars in order to weaken the morale of the enemy officers and 

soldiers in the post. 

 ((P.148)):  After two days of surrounding and harassing the post, at 7pm on the 

second day the enemy were shaken and sent representatives (a hamlet chief and a 

communications soldier) to negotiate their surrender. We agreed and opened the way for 

them to still live. As a result of this battle, we captured 11 of the enemy (six fled), seized 

all their weapons and equipment, and took the opportunity to liberate the whole of Bảo 

Chánh hamlet. 

 A month later, K8 joined with an element of the 4
th

 Regiment ((274 Regiment)) to 

ambush Long Khánh Sector’s 113
th

 Reconnaissance Unit in a stretch of paddy fields from 

Bảo Chánh to Suối Cát (along Route 1). The ambush was set in the most unexpected area, 

and the enemy were caught completely unaware. When we opened fire, we killed almost 

a whole company (including Captain Ân - the company commander), captured three 

enemy, and seized many weapons and much equipment and ammunition. The Sub-

Sector’s Reconnaissance Unit was wiped off the enemy’s order-of-battle. 

 According to a report by the Province Unit and the Province Committee, in the 

first phase of the 1974-1975 Winter-Spring Campaign (5 January to 30 January 1975)
251

, 
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 Translator’s Note: In late 1974, communist forces in Long Khánh and Bình Tuy Provinces (33
rd

, 812
th

 

and 274
th

 Regiments under the 6
th

 NVA Division) launched major attacks against the Territorial Forces. 

Attacked on 8 December 1974, the District capital of Tánh Linh fell on 25 December to the 812
th

 Regiment, 

and the 274
th

 VC Regiment had penetrated the defences of Hoài Đức District town. To the north-west near 

the Cambodian border area, the Battle of Phước Long was fought from 12 December 1974 to 6 January 

1975. Phước Binh, the Province capital - about 120 kilometres north of Sài Gòn, fell to communist forces 

on 6 January 1975. The 4
th

 NVA Corps was the major NVA formation in that Campaign that aimed to test 

US support to the Republic of Vietnam following the January 1973 Paris Accords - and when in December 

1974, the US Congress passed the Foreign Assistance Act of 1974, cutting-off all military aid to the 

Republic of South Vietnam. 
250

 Translator’s Note: The 6
th

 NVA Division - under Military Region 7 and commanded by Đặng Ngọc Sĩ, 

was formed in November 1974 and “comprised the 33
rd

 Regiment, the ‘4
th

’ ((ie 274
th

)) Regiment, and 

artillery, sapper and engineer battalions.” - Military Region 7 Headquarters (Quân Khu 7), 50 Năm Lực 

Lương Võ Trang Quân Khu 7 - The Armed Forces of Military Region 7: 50 Years, Wattpad, 1995. The 

812
th

 NVA Regiment was also reportedly a formation in the 6
th

 NVA Division.  
251

 Translator’s Note: Throughout December 1974 and January 1975, the 18
th

 ARVN Division and 7
th

 

Ranger Group elements repulsed attacks on Gia Ray (YT 630120) and in the Route 333 area by the 33
rd
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the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh armed forces fought 247 engagements, drove more than 1,000 of 

the enemy from the battlefield, seized 57 weapons of various types and five PRC-25 

radios, and destroyed the enemy’s oppressive machinery along the communications axes 

– such as National Routes 1, 15, and 20; and Inter-Provincial Routes 2 and 23. 

 ((P.149)):  Immediately after - in February and March 1975, the K8 Unit fought 

many engagements to hold ground and oppose enemy encroachments in Bảo Bình, Bảo 

Hòa, Suối Cát and Xuân Phú. 

 On the basis of having achieved victory in Phase 1, on 20 February 1975, the 

Eastern Military Region’s Standing Committee decided to establish a Party Committee 

and a General Campaign Headquarters for the Military Region with the aim of 

implementing Phase 2 of the 1974-1975 Winter-Spring Campaign. 

 The following comrades were appointed: 

- Nguyễn Văn Trung: Military Region Standing Committee - secretary of 

the Party Committee and concurrently Headquarters Political Commissar. 

- Nguyễn Văn Ngà (Sáu Ngà): member of the Region Committee, member 

of the Miltary Region Committee, acting Military Region 7 commander - 

became the deputy secretary of the Party Committee, and Campaign 

Commander. 

- Nguyễn Văn Siêu: member of the Region Committee – Deputy Political 

Commissar. 

- Đặng Ngọc Sĩ: member of the Region Committee, 6
th

 Division 

Commander – Deputy Campaign Commander. 

- Nguyễn Đăng Mai: political commissar of the 6
th

 Division – Deputy 

Campaign Political Commissar. 

- Phạm Lạc: Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province Unit Commander – Deputy 

Campaign Commander. 

- Tạ Hồng Sinh: Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province Committee member – 

member of the Party Committee. 

 

((P.150)):  In Phase 2, the Cao Su District troops coordinated closely with the K8 

(Xuân Lộc) troops, the Long Khánh Town special action forces, 445 Battalion
252

 and the 

500
th

 Battalion to attack objectives at the Ông Đồn T-Junction, Chứa Chan Mountain, Hill 

                                                                                                                                                  
NVA Regiment and the 274

th
 VC Regiment. “During the last week of January 1975, the RVNAF had the 

road cleared from Gia Ray to Hoài Đức ((YT 725320)) and by February had reoccupied the village of Võ 

Xu. The Bình Tuy campaign was over. Losses had been high for both sides, and the remote eastern sector of 

the province remained in NVA control. The RVNAF still controlled the most populous area of the province 

and had prevented the NVA 6th Division from permanently closing the province’s two major highways, 

National Routes 20 and 1, which passed Bình Tuy Province on the north and south.” – Le Gro, W. E. 

Colonel, Vietnam from Cease-Fire to Capitulation, US Army Center of Military History, Washington D.C., 

2011, Chapter 13. See the maps at Appendices 5 and 6. 
252

 Translator’s Note: The D445 Battalion History (1991) includes a brief reference to supporting the 

Military Region “Route 3 Campaign”: “To strengthen our forces in important areas of the Military Region - 

and also those of COSVN, 445 Battalion was deployed from the Long Đất area up to Xuân Lộc. At this 

time, the momentum of the Revolution’s attacks was like a rising tide or a crashing waterfall.” – 

Chamberlain, E.P., … D445 …, op.cit., 2011, p.92. 
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52 etc and to take control of the suburban area surrounding Long Khánh Town. The 

Province armed forces participating in the Campaign fulfilled their tasks outstandingly 

and completely - successfully isolating the enemy in Long Khánh Town and preparing a 

springboard for our main-force corps to enter the decisive strategic battle. 

 

Photograph:  The attack to liberate Định Quán Sub-Sector (March 1975). 

((shows four soldiers advancing down a street in a commercial area)). 

 

((P.151)):  In this Phase, Cao Su District had the objective of liberating Ông Quế 

village as the curtain-raiser for the Campaign. On 28 February 1975, the District forces 

and C34 from Châu Đức District
253

 joined to surround and attack the Ông Quế post. We 

employed the tactics of surrounding, probing, attacking, pressuring, withdrawing, and 

feinting – but after three days and nights, we were still unable to force the withdrawal of 

the enemy. Then, the Province Unit deployed C34 to undertake another mission, and there 

were only District forces left to continue. In the following days, we coordinated to 

surround and blockade the enemy in their post, while at the same time preparing our 

firepower to threaten any enemy aircraft that might approach with reinforcements. In 

order to free the enemy within the post in the village, the Long Khánh Sector was forced 

to deploy a Regional Forces company and elements of their 18
th

 Division to cut across-

country through the jungle to break our blockade. Discovering their intention, we took the 

initiative to withdraw the 5
th

 Company and attack their advance, killing tens of the 

enemy. Unable to relieve the pressure on the Ông Quế post at a time when there were 

signs that Long Khánh would be attacked, the enemy first withdrew the 18
th

 Division 

elements. Following this, the Regional Forces were withdrawn, but fell into a mine 

ambush set by the 5
th

 Company and suffered the loss of a further number of personnel. 

On 22 March 1975, the Cao Su District troops coordinated with the 3
rd

 Company 

of 445 Battalion and continued to surround and attack the enemy in the Ông Quế post. 

The Province Unit had ordered that this post had to be seized within one week.
254

 On the 

third day – unable to bear our pressure any longer, the enemy in the post escaped through 

the jungle to Tân Lập, abandoning the many bodies of their comrades. After occupying 

and taking over the post, we had to burn petrol to tidy the place up – in order to limit the 

pollution to the environment. On 25 March 1975, Ông Quế village was completely 

liberated. This victory by the armed forces of the Province had included an important 

contribution by the Cao Su District troops and was of very great significance in Phase 2 

                                                 
253

 Translator’s Note: The Châu Đức District History (2004) does not mention any such operation in late 

February 1975 against the Ông Quế post (vicinity YS 370980). 
254

 Translator’s Note: The D445 History (1991) recounts the unit’s involvement at Ông Quế:  “On 21 March 

1975, 445 Battalion attacked a Regional Forces company at Ông Quế village (the Ông Quế plantation) on 

Route 2 in Xuân Lộc. … Although the enemy’s defensive positions were well-developed, after only 20 

minutes the Regional Force company in the Ông Quế plantation had disintegrated. … With the impetus of 

that victory, only a few days later 445 Battalion advanced along Route 2 and liberated the hamlets of Bảo 

Bình 1 and Bảo Bình 2, destroyed the enemy at Lò Than Mountain - and then turned to Route 1, liberated 

Bảo Hòa hamlet, inflicted heavy casualties on two battalions of Regional Forces at Bình Phú and Bảo Toàn, 

and interdicted two kilometres of Route 1 isolating Long Khánh Town (Xuân Lộc) from the south.” – 

Chamberlain, E.P., … D445 …, op.cit., 2011, pp.92-93. 
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of the Province and Military Region’s Winter-Spring Campaign. Within the Province, the 

liberated zone had been further expanded, a springboard had been created, and an 

advantageous concentration area established for our 6
th

 Division and the 4
th

 Corps
255

 to 

attack into Long Khánh. 

Following that battle, the units of Cao Su District moved to surround and tightly 

invest the enemy in Hàng Gòn and were given the task of cutting communications along 

Route 2 and preventing the enemy in the Suối Râm base from relieving Long Khánh. This 

task given by the Province was thoroughly understood by the cadre and soldiers of the 

Cao Su District Unit and executed by them in an outstanding manner. After more than 

two weeks of surrounding and attacking the enemy, our District troops seized and took 

control of all the hamlets of Hàng Gòn village – with the enemy only huddling in two 

positions: the Regional Forces post and the rubber latex factory. This victory had the 

significance of contributing to the shattering of the puppet military’s final defensive line. 

((P.153)):  At the beginning of April 1975, the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province 

Committee – together with COSVN’s Military Committee and the Eastern Region 

Committee, met to discuss ways of coordinating our local forces with our main-force 

formations (the 4
th

 Corps and the Military Region’s 6
th

 Division). The objective was to 

attack and liberate Xuân Lộc-Long Khánh, open the north-eastern gateway to Sài Gòn, 

and completely liberate Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province and Vũng Tàu. 

On 8 April 1975, the Standing Committee of the Region Committee decided to 

divide the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Party Chapter into three Party Chapters ie: Bà Rịa, Long 

Khánh, and the Vũng Tàu City Committee (directly subordinate to the Region 

Committee). Comrade Phạm Văn Hy was appointed as the secretary of the Vũng Tàu City 

Committee, with Comrade Lê Minh Hà as the Bà Rịa secretary. 

 

Photograph:  Puppet troops landing at Long Khánh intending to hold-out until the 

death. ((ARVN troops disembarking from a UH-1H helicopter)). 

 

((P.154)):  The enemy were resolved to hold-out until the death, and concentrated 

a large force within and around Long Khánh Town – comprising: the 18
th

 Infantry 

Division (three task forces: the 43
rd

, 48
th

 and 52
nd

), the 5
th

 Armoured Regiment, and two 

battalions of artillery (34 pieces), the 82
nd

 Ranger Battalion, seven Regional Force 

battalions, two independent companies, and five police and military police companies. 

Later, the enemy also further strengthened their forces with the 1
st
 Airborne Brigade, the 

3
rd

 Armored Cavalry Brigade (200 tanks blocking the access into the Trảng Bom and Bàu 

Cá areas), three Ranger battalions, and the 8
th

 Task Force (of the 5
th

 Division) brought 

from Bình Dương Province. 

Within Long Khánh Town itself, the enemy comprised: the 18
th

 Division 

Headquarters and the Division’s rear service elements, the Headquarters and rear services 

of both the 52
nd

 Task Force and the 43
rd

 Task Force, the rear services of the 5
th

 Armoured 

Regiment, the 1.3 [sic] Battalion (of the 43
rd

 Task Force), the 82
nd

 Ranger Battalion, the 

                                                 
255

 Translator’s Note: The NVA 4
th

 Corps included the 7
th

 NVA Division and the 341
st 

NVA Division. 
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1
st
 Squadron/5

th
 Armoured Regiment, an artillery base (eight artillery pieces), and four 

Regional Force battalions (the 340
th

, 364
th

, 365
th

 and 366
th

). On the high ground of the 

Núi Thị were located the 2
nd

 Battalion (of the 43
rd

 Task Force), and an artillery base (10 

artillery pieces) etc. The enemy forces defending Xuân Lộc were the equivalent of three 

divisions. All their forces were under the command of General Lê Minh Đảo. 

 On our side, the forces participating in the Xuân Lộc-Long Khánh Campaign 

comprised: the 4
th

 Corps, the 6
th

 Division (of Military Region 7), and the local troops of 

Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province. These Province troops comprised: 445 Battalion and the 

500
th

 Battalion. District troops were: K8 (Xuân Lộc), the 207
th

 Company (Cao Su), and 

the 41
st
 Company (Châu Đức)

256
. Additionally, the Province and District combat support 

units were formed into one unit equivalent to a regiment, and led by Comrade Phạm Xuân 

Còn
257

 – the chief-of-staff of the Province Unit, with the task of blocking the enemy to 

the south of Xuân Lộc. The Headquarters of the Campaign was led by Major General 

Hoàng Cầm - the 4
th

 Corps commander, with Comrades Phạm Văn Hy and Phạm Lạc as 

Committee members. 

 

Photograph: Attacking and seizing the Xuân Lộc airfield – 1975. 

 ((communist troops rushing past a damaged UH-1H helicopter)). 

 

 ((P.156)):  Participating in the Xuân Lộc-Long Khánh Campaign to the south-east 

of the Town, 445 Battalion
258

 coordinated with the 9
th

 Battalion of the 209
th

 Regiment (of 

the 7
th

 NVA Division) to attack and inflict heavy losses on two Regional Force battalions  

(the 348
th

 and the 234
th

) that had deployed from Suối Cát to break the blockade. Many 

prisoners were captured, and Bảo Toàn hamlet was liberated. Next, they firmly held the 

                                                 
256

 Translator’s Note: According to the Châu Đức District History (2004): “On 6 April 1975 in the Hắc 

Dịch base, in response to requests and a new task, Châu Đức District’s 41
st
 Company was re-formed – with 

Comrade Bảy Cao as the company commander, and Comrade Châu as its political officer.” - Nguyễn Công 

Danh et al, Lịch sử … Châu Đức (1930-2000), op.cit., 2004. The consolidation of C41 Company on 6 April 

1975 in the Hắc Dịch area - under Aspirant Officer Lương Văn Cao (Bảy Cao) - and detail on the fighting 

on Route 2, is related in Mai Thanh Xuân, “Bắt Đại Tá Tỉnh Trưởng Ngụy Phạm Văn Phúc” - “Capturing 

the Puppet Province Chief Colonel Phạm Văn Phúc”, in Military Region 7 (Quân Khu 7), Chiến Thắng 

Xuân Lộc - Long Khánh ..., op.cit., 2004, pp.185-189. A further article identified the C41 platoon 

commanders as: Nguyễn Sơn Hà (1
st
 Platoon), Võ Văn Ny (2

nd
 Platoon), and Trần Văn Ngọc (3

rd
 Platoon) - 

Danh Trường, “Bắt Sống Tỉnh Trưởng Long Khánh – 1975” (“Long Khánh Province Chief captured 

alive”), Đồng Nai, 19 April 2010. 
257

 Translator’s Note: A “Captain Phạm Văn Còn” is also referred to as the Chief of Staff of the Bà Rịa-

Long Khánh Province Unit commanding the “Southern Front Headquarters” at Cẩm Mỹ - see Mai Thanh 

Xuân, “Bắt Đại Tá …”, op.cit., 2004. He is possibly Phạm Văn Cõn – b. Long Phước 1941, probationary 

Party member 1963, platoon 2ic/1
st
 Company/445 Battalion in May 1965 – CDEC Log 12-2394-66. 

258
 Translator’s Note: According to the D445 Battalion History (1991): “In the south, 445 Battalion 

significantly wore down two enemy battalions from Suối Cát (the 3
rd

 Battalion of the 48
th

 Regiment and the 

234
th

 [sic] Regional Force Battalion) that had tried to break through to the Town. At the same time, we 

seized the hamlet of Bảo Toàn. Each day, the encirclement of Xuân Lộc tightened.” – Chamberlain, E.P., … 

D445 …, op.cit, 2011, p.93. 445 Battalion’s participation in the Xuân Lộc Campaign is also related in Xuân 

Thanh, “Tiểu Đoàn 445 Trong Tấn Công Xuân Lộc-Long Khánh” - “445 Battalion in the Attack on Xuân 

Lộc-Long Khánh”, in Military Region 7 (Quân Khu 7), Chiến Thắng Xuân Lộc ..., op.cit., 2004., pp.161-

164. 



108 

 

Bảo Hòa and Bảo Toàn areas. There, the Battalion repelled many counter-attacking waves 

by the enemy. Meanwhile, to the south of the Town, the Cao Su District Unit, village 

guerrillas, and the elements from the Bình Lộc and Suối Tre plantations attacked and 

liberated the hamlets and villages along Route 1 such as: Hưng Lộc, Bàu Hàm, Thanh 

Sơn, Gia Kiệm etc. 

 After three days of constant fighting – apart from a number of objectives seized 

such as the Province Chief’s offices, the Police Headquarters, the American advisors’ 

area, and the American intelligence (CIA) offices; all the other attack axes of our main-

force troops were halted and could not be progressed. Our casualties were increasing 

hourly. Faced by this situation, the Campaign Headquarters ordered a change in the 

direction of the attack – to no longer directly attack Long Khánh Town, but to switch to 

an encircling strategy and prevent the enemy from breaking the blockade. Meanwhile, 

one of our elements crossed over the Xuân Lộc-Long Khánh defensive perimeter and 

seized Gia Kiệm, Dầu Giây and Trảng Bom. We halted the relief operations launched by 

the puppet forces from the direction of Sài Gòn and Biên Hòa. 

 ((P.157)):  Routes 1 and 20 were cut, and the enemy in Long Khánh Town were 

completely isolated. Their operations to relieve Xuân Lộc had all been defeated, including 

the use of such modern weapons as the CBU ((Cluster Bomb Unit)) bomb
259

 – for 

immolation by fire. On 19 April, the enemy’s defensive perimeter at Phan Rang was 

smashed, and the puppet III Corps Forward Headquarters was captured. The enemy and 

their morale in their last-ditch defences at Long Khánh were further panick-stricken. Our 

troops increased their attacks to seize objectives on the outskirts of the Town to further 

increase the pressure. 

 

Photograph: An American CBU dropped at Xuân Lộc
260

 (this type of weapon kills 

by burning off all the oxygen). 

 

((P.158)):  Assessing that the enemy had the capability to flee and abandon Long 

Khánh, the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province Unit ordered the Province’s armed forces to 

swiftly deploy, and to pursue and block the enemy on their withdrawal routes to the south 

towards Bà Rịa. Our blocking positions on Route 2 involved the local District units 

spread over a distance of almost 10 kilometres from the S-bend to the Quang Minh 

plantation. 

Before 445 Battalion, the 41
st
 Châu Đức Company and the Xuân Lộc and Cao Su 

District units had time to occupy ambush positions on Route 2, a detachment from the 

Province Unit’s reconnaissance and communications element – with firepower 

reinforcements (60mm and 82mm mortars), threatened the enemy (of about a regiment) at 

                                                 
259

 Translator’s Note: The first generation of the CBU-55 bomb was used during the Vietnam War. In April 

1975, two BLU-82 "daisy cutters" – a “fuel air explosive” CBU-55, were flown from Thailand to the Biên 

Hòa airbase – arranged by the US DAO in Sài Gòn. On 12 April 1975, an RVNAF C-130 transport aircraft 

dropped the bomb near Xuân Lộc from 20,000 feet (6,100 metres). The contents exploded in a fireball over 

a 4-acre (16,000 m
2
) area. Several hundred communist soldiers were reportedly killed - primarily by the 

immediate depletion of oxygen (asphyxiation) rather than from burns. 
260

 Translator’s Note: The photograph shows a placard: “CBU-55” bomb – probably a major sub-munition. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BLU-82
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thailand
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bien_Hoa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bien_Hoa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C-130
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xuan_Loc
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the Suối Râm base, preventing them from bursting out to rescue their comrades elsewhere 

and also limiting their fire support. Our forces were able to control the situation until the 

enemy withdrew (on 21 April 1975). Then, the enemy risked the danger to break out and 

flee towards Bà Rịa. Immediately the enemy withdrew, our forces swiftly took over the 

enemy’s Suối Râm base. 

On the night of 20 April – to dawn on 21 April 1975, the remnants of the puppet’s 

18
th

 Division and Long Khánh Sector fled down Route 2 (Bà Rịa) with over 200 

armoured vehicles of various types in columns stretching over three kilometres.
261

  

((P.159)): Other vehicles retreated along Route 10 towards Bình Sơn and Route 15. When 

the enemy reached the Cao Su District ambush site, they were struck decisively and 

forced to flee - abandoning two Jeeps, a Zeo vehicle, a 105mm artillery piece, and a large 

quantity of weapons, equipment and war materiel. While fleeing, the enemy continued to 

be attacked by 445 Battalion and Châu Đức District troops (C41) on several stretches of 

the Route.
262

 As a result of these engagements, many of the enemy were killed, many 

were taken prisoner – including even the colonel
263

 in charge of Long Khánh Province. 

 

Photograph: Prisoners captured on Route 2 during the Battle of Xuân Lộc-Long 

Khánh. 

 

((P.160)):  Photograph: Enemy prisoners from the Long Khánh Sector 

Headquarters. 

 

 At 10am on 21 April 1975, the Cao Su District Reconnaissance Unit – under the 

direct command of Comrade Nguyễn Hùng Tâm (the District Unit commander) took the 

                                                 
261

 Translator’s Note: For an ARVN account of the withdrawal on Route 2, see Hua Yen Len, Colonel, The 

Line of Steel at Xuân Lộc (Long Khánh), Seattle, 5 February 1988 - ie: On 20 April 1975, the headquarters 

and elements of the 18
th

 ARVN Division successfully withdrew south down Route 2 to an assembly area at 

Đức Thạnh and enroute - “easily brushed aside the enemy road-blocks and ambushes … and arrived the 

next morning.” They were soon joined by the 1
st
 Airborne Brigade and the 2

nd
 Battalion of the 43

rd
 

Regiment that had suffered “only light losses”. After two days of “regrouping and re-organizing our units at 

the Đức Thạnh assembly area, the entire 18
th

 Infantry Division was transported by trucks to its rear base at 

Long Bình to receive new equipment and replacements.”  During the 12-day battle at Xuân Lộc, “ARVN 

losses were 30% for all units participating in the battle, except for the 52
nd

 Task Force which suffered 60% 

losses; North Vietnamese casualties were reportedly: 5000-6000 killed or wounded, and 37 armoured 

vehicles destroyed.” – VCAT Item No. 3670101001. 
262

 Translator’s Note: 445 Battalion’s engagements in southern Long Khánh Province and on Route 2 are 

related in detail in the D445 Battalion History (1991) – see Chamberlain, E.P., … D445 …, op.cit., pp.93-

95. 
263

 Translator’s Note: This action by C41 Company is related in the D445 Battalion History (1991) that 

adds: “Châu Đức District’s 41
st
 Company was the unit that stopped the head of the enemy’s formation 

(south of the Quang Minh plantation) and set fire to two enemy tanks and captured a number of prisoners – 

including a vehicle carry Colonel (Ranger) Phạm Văn Phúc, the Province Chief of Long Khánh … The fate 

of the Colonel – the Province Chief of Long Khánh, was also decided immediately in the field by those 

whom he had oppressed.” - Chamberlain, E.P., … D445 …, op.cit., 2011, p.95. The capture of Colonel 

Phúc – including a photograph, is related in an article that also includes detail on the fighting on Route 2. - 

Danh Trường, “Bắt Sống …, op.cit., 19 April 2010. 
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initiative to attack an enemy group from the 2
nd

 Battalion of the 18
th

 Division’s 43
rd

 Task 

Force retreating from the Tân Phong T-Junction along Route 40 from Hàng Gòn to Cẩm 

Đường-Bình Sơn. Although our numbers were few, we still took the initiative to open fire 

and stop the enemy, while another platoon (reinforced with a 60mm mortar) moved from 

the base and struck the rear of the enemy. Already on the defensive and in panic after 

having lost the battle, the enemy fled chaotically in the direction of Cẩm Đường – leaving 

behind six bodies and over 50 weapons of various types.  ((P.161)):   We lost one killed (a 

liaison soldier from the headquarters of the District Unit) and one wounded. Having fled 

to Cẩm Đường, this enemy battalion was again attacked and completely wiped out (a 

number were killed, more than one hundred were captured, and all its weapons and 

equipment were seized). 

 The whole of Long Khánh Town was liberated. The enemy’s final defensive line 

in Xuân Lộc-Long Khánh was smashed.
264

 Among the feats of arms by all, there were 

also contributions in blood and toil by the cadre and soldiers of 440 Battalion (most of all 

in the fighting by the troops of the two Districts of Cao Su and Xuân Lộc). The great 

sacrifices of our cadre and soldiers of that 440 Battalion generation will forever be 

respected and always remembered by the Party, government authorities and the people of 

the provinces of Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu and Đồng Nai. 

 On 23 April 1975, in the Cẩm Mỹ base, the Bà Rịa Province Committee and the 

Bà Rịa Province Unit met with the commander of the 3
rd

 (Yellow Star) Division and 

discussed a concept and united plan to liberate Bà Rịa Province and the city of Vũng Tàu. 

The plan was divided into two phases: Phase 1 – to liberate Bà Rịa Town, the whole of 

Phước Tuy Province, and to seize the Cỏ May Bridge
265

; Phase 2 – to liberate Vũng Tàu. 

 At midday on 26 April 1975, the commander of the 3
rd

 (Yellow Star) Division 

gave his orders for combat. This directed the Division’s units – together with those of the 

Province, to advance boldly, attack the enemy and seize their positions. At dawn on 27 

April 1975, the 12
th

 Regiment (of the 3
rd

 Division) took control of the Đức Thạnh Sub-

Sector, and then continued to advance south and seized the Long Lễ Sub-Sector.
266

 Its 

141
st
 Regiment – reinforced with the 4

th
 Tank Company and the 5

th
 Battalion also 

                                                 
264

 Translator’s Note: For the 1975 Xuân Lộc Campaign see also Phạm Văn Hy, “Tỉnh Ủy Bà Rịa-Long 

Khánh Với Chiến Trường Xuân Lộc-Long Khánh” (“The Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province Committee and the 

Xuân Lộc-Long Khánh Battlefield”), pp.161-164 in Military Region 7 (Quân Khu 7), Chiến Thắng Xuân 

Lộc ..., op.cit., 2004. Phạm Văn Hy (b. Phạm Bàng, 1931, Nam Định; died Vũng Tàu 30 April 2010) was 

the Secretary of the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Provincial Committee in the period September 1972-1975.  See 

also: Veith, G.J and Pribbenow, M.L., “Fighting is an Art: The Army of the Republic of Vietnam's Defense 

of Xuan Loc, 8-20 April 1975”, The Journal of Military History 68 (January 2004), pp. 163-214. 
265

 Translator’s Note: The Cỏ May Bridge – located at YS 379572, was a major bridge on Route 15 from Bà 

Rịa Town to Vũng Tàu City. About five kilometres south of Bà Rịa, it crossed a river estuary surrounded by 

mangroves. Post-War, a major memorial was erected at the Cỏ May Bridge.  
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 Translator’s Note: According to the Đất Đỏ District History (2006): “On the night of 26 April, 

COSVN’s 3
rd

 Main-Force Division advanced to liberate the Đức Thạnh Sub-Sector, and then moved further 

south along Route 44 to Long Hải to block any attempt by the enemy to withdraw by sea.” - Đặng Tấn 

Hương, Lịch Sử Đấu Tranh … Huyện Đất Đỏ (1930-2005), op.cit., 2006, p.287. 
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completed its task of seizing Bà Rịa Town at 5.30am on 27 April 1975.
267

 While the 3
rd

 

Division’s forces were attacking the enemy at Đức Thạnh, Hòa Long and Bà Rịa, the 

Province armed forces also fulfilled their tasks by attacking and liberating Long Điền, Đất 

Đỏ and Xuyên Mộc. By midday on 27 April 1975, the whole of the Province of Phước 

Tuy had been liberated. 

 

Photograph:  The attack to liberate Long Khánh Town  

((communist soldiers advancing down a street)). 

 

((P.163)):   Photograph: Liberating Long Khánh Town on 21 April 1975  

((communist soldiers escorting a captured ARVN officer through the Long Khánh 

Sector gate)). 

 

Photograph:  Raising the flag above the puppet authorities’ office in Long Khánh 

Town on 21 April 1975. 

 

((P.164)):   On 29 April 1975, the 3
rd

 Yellow Star Division and 445 Battalion 

searched for ways to cross the Cửa Lấp River (in the area of Phước Tỉnh village) and the 

Cỏ May Bridge in order to advance and liberate the city of Vũng Tàu – and thereby 

complete Phase II of the Campaign. At this time, the situation in the Districts to the rear 

was still quite chaotic and complex – as we were not yet able to firmly control and 

manage those areas. The puppet authorities and forces in the countryside had only been 

dispersed locally and had not yet been wiped out. Further, there were still puppet main-

force units from other locations that were pouring in and had the capability to regroup. 

Additionally, there were rogue elements within society ready to take advantage by rising 

up, looting and destroying etc. 

 With the aim of taking control of the situation and firmly defending the results of 

the Revolution, the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province Committee and the Province Unit 

decided to re-establish 440 Battalion. This force was comprised of personnel from three 

of the local District companies: C34 and C41 from Châu Đức District; and C25 from 

Long Đất District. 

The Battalion Headquarters comprised the following comrades: Nguyễn Văn 

Khéo as the Battalion commander; Phan Thanh Bình as the political officer; and Nguyễn 

Văn Trị as the Battalion deputy commander. The 1
st
 Company was led by Comrade 

Nguyễn Văn Quý as the Company commander – with Comrade Châu Ngọc Ần as its 

political officer.  ((P. 165)): The 2
nd

 Company was commanded by Lương Văn Cao as the 

Company commander – with Comrade Đoàn Minh Châu as the political officer. The 3
rd

 

Company had Comrade Nguyễn Văn Giàu as its commander – and Comrade Công as the 
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 Translator’s Note: According to the Đất Đỏ District History (2006): “The 141
st
 Regiment was 

strengthened with the 4
th

 Tank Company and the 5
th

 Infantry Battalion to move through the jungle to Hắc 

Dịch and then attack straight into Bà Rịa Town and the Vạn Kiếp Training Centre – after which a column 

drove along Route 15 (present-day National Route 51) and seized the Cỏ May Bridge.” – Đặng Tấn Hương, 

Lịch Sử Đấu Tranh … Huyện Đất Đỏ (1930-2005), op.cit., 2006, p.287. 
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political officer. The 4
th

 Company was led by Comrade Tự as Company commander – 

and Comrade Quang as its political officer. 

 Once established, the Battalion was stationed in Bà Rịa Town with the task of 

acting as a mobile force to suppress enemy elements that might rise up in opposition, and 

to firmly defend the results of the Revolution and our not-yet-mature administration. 

 At the end of May 1975, after the military parade to celebrate our victory, 440 

Battalion was deployed to undertake the task of pursuing and driving away the enemy 

remnants in the Long Khánh area, in the regions bordering the La Ngà River-Định Quán, 

and in Bàu Hàm-Trảng Bom. Afterwards, the Battalion continued with its tasks of 

protecting the National Assembly Election and the Party General Conference; 

participating in the development of the socialist ideology; and training new recruits etc. 

Viewed overall, no matter what tasks the Battalion was given, the tasks were always 

wholeheartedly completed by the cadre and soldiers with outstanding results. 

 

 

 

 
 

“Liberation Armed Forces seizing the Province Chief’s Office – Phước Tuy” – 

Thạch Phương & Nguyễn Trọng Minh (eds), Địa Chí Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu (The Baria-Vung 

Tau Monograph), Nhà Xuẩt Bản Khoa Học Xã Hoi, Hà Nội, 2005. 

((not included in the D440 History – 2011)) 
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Chapter III 

 

IMPLEMENTING MILITARY ADMINISTRATION AND 

PARTICIPATING IN THE DEFENCE OF THE FATHERLAND’S 

SOUTH-WESTERN BORDERS (1975-1979) 

 

I. Participating in the building, consolidation and defence of the 

revolutionary government (1975-1976). 

 

With the victory of the Hồ Chí Minh Campaign, the whole of the South was 

liberated. With our Fatherland of Vietnam independent and united, this opened up a 

splendid future and an unshakeable peace. From that point, the whole country joined 

hands in the building of a new life, overcoming the consequences of the war, and moving 

forward to build socialism. 

When the Hồ Chí Minh Campaign was about to end, the Politburo issued a timely 

Directive to all Party Committees in the South on: “Necessary Work and Policies” – that 

especially concerned leadership in the period of taking over in the regions recently 

liberated. ((P.167)):  The Politburo Directive clearly stated that: “The situation and the 

revolutionary characteristics in the South have basically changed.” The South faced a 

whole series of problems that had to be solved simultaneously:  we had to continue to 

pursue and suppress reactionary elements that were presently active; firmly maintain 

political security and social order; solve the pressing requirements and restore the 

economy; push forward strongly with production; restore the material and spiritual life of 

the people and the armed forces; and sweep away the vestiges of the old order in all 

spheres. At the same time, we had to build the machinery of the revolutionary 

government everywhere, and urgently prepare to put into effect the unification of our 

country as a State. 

 Although the enemy had been completely defeated - shattered in both ideology 

and organisation, the enemy had yet to be swept cleanly away. They were organising to 

remain in contact, assemble their forces, create secret zones, and find ways to oppose us 

strongly both politically and with armed force – particularly in those jungle and 

mountainous regions, religious areas, and in the cities. 

 Concurrently, the comprador bourgeoisie, the dishonest merchants, and the 

vestiges of the feudal land-owning class were striving to oppose the creation of our 

economy, speculating and hoarding, rigging the market, increasing prices, and creating 

difficulties for the lives of our people and the armed forces. These social evils weighed 

very heavily, and the reactionaries who exploited this considered such as one of their 

methods of operation. 

((P.168)):  In executing the Polituro’s Directive, COSVN ordered the take-over of 

the recently liberated regions. One of the basic principles was: After having overthrown 

the enemy’s central government, it was necessary to put into effect a military 

administration regime for a specific period – in order to handle everything by military 
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orders with the aim of ensuring our comprehensive victory, and not following the usual 

style of administration. 

 When the South was completely liberated, the Districts of the old Bà Rịa Province 

such as: Châu Thành, Long Đất, Xuyên Mộc and Châu Đức were still within the 

battlefield organisation of Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province. A high level Military 

Administration Committee for Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province was brought into effect. The 

chairman of this Military Administration Committee was Comrade Phạm Lạc. The city of 

Vũng Tàu became directly subordinate to the Eastern Military Region, and consequently 

the armed forces in Bà Rịa and the city of Vũng Tàu did not yet have a common 

leadership structure. This dragged on until almost the end of 1975. At the beginning of 

1976, the areas of Bà Rịa-Long Khánh and the city of Vũng Tàu were grouped – together 

with Biên Hòa and Tân Phú Provinces, into a Đồng Nai Province. In effect, the situation 

for the armed forces changed little. The 240
th

 Battalion was stationed in Biên Hòa; 440 

Battalion was stationed in Long Khánh Town; and 445 Battalion was in Bà Rịa. Each of 

the Districts had from one platoon up to one company. The villages had a guerrilla 

platoon – quite strongly armed. In only a very short period of time, we had finished 

setting up a government system from Province down to the hamlet and village level, 

quickly stabilised the lives of the people, and guaranteed political security and social 

order in the first days of the liberation. 

 According to statistical data, in Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province, there were 47 

villages, 228 hamlets – with a population of 340,214 (not including Vũng Tàu). All of the 

villages and hamlets had established a revolutionary administration. In Tân Phú – apart 

from the Độc Lập District in the War Zone which had 10 villages with established fully-

constituted administrations, the remainder - that were subordinate to Định Quán District 

after liberation, had also established administration entities from hamlet and khóm
268

 

upwards. In the village, hamlets and khóm, new lives began in an atmosphere of peace, 

freedom, and independence. 

 Before 30 April 1975, Bà Rịa-Long Khánh had been the location of a large 

number of special forces and mercenaries of the old regime such as: III Corps; III Corps 

Tactical Zone; airborne brigades; marine brigades; special force Rangers; and Australian, 

Thai and New Zealand vassals. Additionally, there were a mass of suppressive police; 

spies; and Pheonix and White Swan organisations that controlled and maintained security 

in that north-eastern gateway to Sài Gòn.  ((P.170)):  In particular, that zone was still an 

area in which most of the puppet remnants were concentrated that had fled to the Bà Rịa-

Vũng Tàu region in order to find a way to evacuate overseas by sea. Accordingly, in 

general, the tasks of the Province armed forces – and 440 Battalion in particular, were 

very burdensome. 

 Together with 445 Battalion, 440 Battalion was a Province concentrated mobile 

battalion – with the task of pursuing the enemy military remnants, protecting the 
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 Translator’s Note: In urban or built-areas, administrative divisions were Khóm – equivalent to a rural 

hamlet, and Phường or Khu Phố (Ward or Quarter) – equivalent to a village. Quận (District) was common 

to towns and the countryside. 
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revolutionary governments, and stabilising the lives of the people in the recently liberated 

zones – specifically: 

- Together with the State organs, to swiftly establish the new revolutionary 

order, firmly maintain order and security in the area, and defeat all enemy 

sabotage activities. 

- To explain and organise the recovery and management of all enemy 

documentation, community property, and the material and technical means 

of warfare. To strictly forbid thoughtless disturbances, destruction, and the 

dispersal or mislaying of documents. To strictly forbid the random taking 

and squandering of enemy property and belongings. Violations had to be 

disciplined in a timely and severe manner. 

- To successfully conduct propaganda and mobilise the masses, assist them 

to stabilize their lives, to take control for themselves and participate in the 

establishment of local revolutionary administrations and forces in order to 

strike against the enemy in the wards of the towns, the villages and 

hamlets. This was the time that the mobilisation of the masses needed to be 

more zealous and deeper compared to the period prior to liberation. 

- To strictly implement the revolutionary policy towards each class of the 

people in the newly liberated zones. To smash all the enemy’s 

psychological warfare themes, and abolish and sweep away their 

reactionary slogans and depraved culture – and build and develop the 

revolutionary culture. 

- To organise successfully the lives of the cadre and the soldiers; with great 

consideration arrange their living conditions; restore equipment and 

materiel that was worn, damaged or mislaid in the fighting; ensure good 

recreation facilities for the troops – with sufficient sources of information, 

books and our papers; and try to overcome difficulties with food, 

accommodation and clothing for the troops in order to maintain their 

dignity, position and manner as victorious soldiers in the newly liberated 

zones. 
 

In only a week after the liberation, many units and local areas reported sabotage 

activities by the enemy. On one hand, the enemy had recovered their composure after a 

period of panic, and there were other places where - because of hunger, they were forced 

to act boldly. A few groups had joined together and organised kidnappings, setting fire to 

warehouses, robbery along the roads, and killings whenever they caught our weak points 

exposed or off-guard.  ((P.172)):  In Long Khánh, they planned to prepare weapons and 

call upon Catholics to demonstrate against the Revolution. In the Hố Nai resettlement 

area, the Parish Council spontaneously organised a “Revolutionary Committee”, called 

upon the enemy soldiers to present themselves, and organised a self-defence armed force. 

We discovered this in time and broke it up. A number of the enemy in Sài Gòn went to 

Đức Tu in order to mobilise the masses (principally Catholics) to march to Sài Gòn and to 
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join in ceremonies for what was called the “Revolutionary Labour Force” on 19 May – 

the aim of which was to compete with us for the people’s support.
269

* 

 In implementing the COSVN Military Committee’s directions, on 10 June 1975, 

the COSVN Military Headquarters issued Plan B to provide instructions to the Military 

Regions and the Provinces on their tasks. Plan B specifically detailed the locations for the 

establishment of the combined camps, the central re-education camps in each local 

region, and the steps to concentrate the prisoners. 

 In Bà Rịa-Long Khánh, there was one combined camp – comprising four camps in 

the area of Hoàng Diệu (the rear base of the 43
rd

 Regiment of the 18
th

 Division) and a 

camp in the area behind Chứa Chan Mountain and the Rừng Lá area (Xuân Hòa village 

beside Bình Trung and the Suối Râm area)
270

.  ((P.173)):  According to statistical data, up 

until 5 August 1975, Biên Hòa and Bà Rịa-Long Khánh had taken in tens of thousands of 

puppet officers and non-commissioned officers to the Province re-education camps; 

established files; classified personnel; and sent reports to the Military Region and 

COSVN in proper accord with regulations and had achieved good results. Specifically, at 

Biên Hòa, we had 43 re-education classes with 4,506 students; in Bà Rịa-Long Khánh, we 

had 44 classes with 8,071 students. Up until August 1975, Bà Rịa-Long Khánh had 

received an additional 1,576 students for re-education classes. 

 Together with our fraternal units, the troops of 440 Battalion were united in one 

spirit, wholeheartedly dedicated to our work, dynamically taking the initiative to fulfil our 

tasks of calling upon, mobilising, and pursuing and quelling the enemy remnants in order 

that the enemy soldiers and Sài Gòn puppet authorities clearly understood the lenient 

policies of our Party and State – and, with peace of mind, presented themselves to the 

revolutionary authorities for re-education classes, and became citizens of the independent 

and united Vietnam Fatherland. Accordingly, the political security situation and social 

security order within the Province was firmly maintained. The majority of the enemy 

were returned to be reunited with their families after three months of re-education and 

became good citizens. A number cooperated with our authorities and units to continue to 

call upon those stubbornly in hiding and who had refused to report. 

 ((P.174)):  With regard to training, the Battalion was given the task of organising 

the training of recruits at the H.20 Base (Bà Rịa). The Battalion organised two periods of 

training (each of three months) for about 700 new soldiers. 

 Additionally, the community of the unit’s cadre and soldiers joined with the 

Military Region engineers to defuse bombs and mines in the enemy bases in order to free-

up ground and create the conditions whereby the people could - with peace of mind, 

reclaim the waste ground, spread chemicals, and work the fields and cultivate the land. 

 In the Long Khánh region, the Battalion’s cadre and soldiers coordinated with the 

regional government authorities to stabilize and restore production in the rubber 
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* The History of the Party’s Work – the Political Work of the Military Region 7 Armed Forces (1945-

2000), Volume 3 (1975-2000), People’s Armed Forces Publishing House, Hà Nội, 2004, p.17. 
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 Translator’s Note: The punctuation in this sentence is somewhat confusing. However, it might mean that 

there were camps at Hoàng Diệu, Chứa Chan, Rừng Lá and Suối Râm. There were also re-education camps 

(trại học tập cải tạo)  further south in the former Phước Tuy Province – principally in Xuyên Mộc District, 

including at Bàu Lâm (Thừa Tích area), Hồ Tràm, Sau Ac, T345, and TH6. 
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plantations, create employment for labourers, and re-organise the self-defence forces in 

the factories and enterprises in order to protect the economic infrastructure. 

 In September 1975, together with other units, 440 Battalion participated in the 

ideological re-education of society in the area in which we were stationed and watched 

over. Those were the X2 Campaigns (re-educating the comprador bourgeoisie) and the 

X3 Campaign (exchanging currency, discarding the monetary system of the Sài Gòn 

puppet regime, and changing to the revolutionary currency as issued by the Vietnam State 

Bank). The unit’s tasks were to guarantee the maintenance of security and order 

throughout the conduct of the Campaign.  ((P.175)):  440 Battalion deployed at section 

and platoon level to stand direct guard at the money exchange points at assigned locations 

(an inner perimeter); and, at company level, joined with fraternal units in deploying to 

principal areas ready to respond as required by the situation. The unit completed its tasks 

successfully. In November 1975, the Military Management Committees
271

 handed over to 

People’s Committees at all levels – substantially advancing the management of society 

and the State to a new level and creating the conditions to progress towards a General 

Election to unite the country. 

 

II. Participating in the fighting to defend the south-western borders of the 

Fatherland (1977-1979). 

 

Implementing Resolution 24 of the Executive Committee of the Party Central 

Committee, in January 1976 the Province of Đồng Nai was established by combining the 

three old provinces of Biên Hòa, Bà Rịa-Long Khánh and Tân Phú. Đồng Nai Province 

combined 10 Districts and towns and cities – comprising: the city of Biên Hòa, the 

Districts of Vĩnh Cửu, Thống Nhất, Long Thành, Châu Thành, Long Đất, Xuân Lộc, Tân 

Phú, Duyên Hải, and the town of Vũng Tàu. The total population of the Province was 

1,223,683. The key cadre of the Province Committee and the Province People’s 

Committee – as appointed by the Centre were: Lê Quang Chữ – the secretary of the 

Province Committee; Phạm Văn Hy – the permanent deputy secretary of the Province 

Committee; Nguyễn Văn Trung – the deputy secretary and concurrently the chairman of 

the Province People’s Committee.  ((P.176)):  Subsequently, the armed forces in Bà Rịa-

Long Khánh Province came under the direct command of the Đồng Nai Province Unit. 

The Command Committee of Đồng Nai Province at that time comprised: Lê Văn Ngọc – 

as commander; Nguyễn Đăng Mai – political commissar; Phạm Lạc – deputy 

commander; and Nguyễn Việt Hoa – deputy commander. 

Within Military Region 7’s area, the reactionary forces of the old puppet military 

and authorities and other counter-revolutionary forces had been pursued constantly by us, 

had become weaker and more isolated by the day, and a large number had been broken up 
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 Translator’s Note: Military Management Committees (MMC) were gradually replaced by the civilian-

dominated People’s Revolutionary Councils (PRC). The Sài Gòn/Gia Định MMC was replaced by the Hồ 

Chí Minh City PRC on 21 January 1976. – see Thayer, C.A., “The Vietnam People’s Army: Victory at 

Home (1975), Success in Cambodia (1989)”, pp.149-175 in: Victory or Defeat, The 2010 Chief of Army 

Military History Conference, Big Sky Publishing, 2010, p.151. 
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and dispersed. However, they changed their means, methods and ways of operation to 

become more secret, silent and clandestine. 

Up until then, their forces and their ability for armed activities had been limited, 

but they still had the structure and the undoubted capability to continue with their 

counter-revolutionary plots. Their nerve-centre and organisations had not yet been 

completely broken up and wiped out – and, most importantly, their intelligence network 

and the American puppet spies had been secretly re-established. 

The military remnants and the vestiges of the puppet regime still in hiding were 

numerous (we had only been able to concentrate 45,000 under military administration for 

re-education). The number of recalcitrants unwilling to undertake re-education was still 

quite large etc; and organisations that had regrouped were still hiding among the people. 

Apart from within population, their furtive activities occurred in many places (within 

Đồng Nai, the enemy conducted armed operations along Route 20 and Route 1 in the 

Districts of Tân Phú and Thống Nhất).  ((P.177)):  FULRO elements
272

 from Buôn Ma 

Thuột had spread down to Sông Bé. In Hồ Chí Minh City, the enemy’s activities 

increasingly took the form of armed robberies. In Tây Ninh, we discovered that the 

enemy had formed a “divisional” structure. 

A number snuck into our organisations in many forms (particularly into economic, 

cultural and social organisations; and agency-level administrative structures). 

Reactionaries within the religious community, reactionary political parties, the comprador 

bourgeois class, and vestiges of the land-owning class - all constantly sought to make 

contact and join together to oppose the Revolution. The Party Committee of Military 

Region 7 assessed the situation and directed:  Clearly, the enemy does not have the 

capability to conduct activities to overthrow the government or cause either large or small 

rebellions – or conduct armed activities at unit level in critical areas.  

However, at that time, the enemy still had the capability for scattered armed 

activities of a terrorist and sabotage nature especially in border areas, along the coast, 

along remote lines of communication, and in the towns and cities. Their intelligence 

activities were strong with their spies seeking military, political and economic 

information in order to exploit our difficulties, weak points and short-comings in 

economic management and national administration. They spread unfounded rumours and 

distorted propaganda, aroused suspicion regarding the policies of the Party and the 

Government, created divisions between North and South, and drove wedges between the 

authorities and armed forces and the people. They even exploited the internal 

contradictions among the people to arouse emotions and create quarrels among elements 
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 Translator’s Note: FULRO (Front Unifié de Lutte Des Races Opprimeés: The United Front for the 

Liberation of Oppressed Races - 1964-1992) sought independence for ethnic minorities in Vietnam and 

Cambodia.  In September 1979, D445 troops were engaged in operations against armed FULRO elements 

in the Chứa Chan Mountain/La Ngà River area east of Xuân Lộc – “Nhóm PV, Lật lại những vụ án do 

Công an Đồng Nai triệt phá Kỳ 5: Đập tan âm mưu gây bạo loạn của Fulro” - “Over-turning of the charges 

by the Đồng Nai Public Security Service wiped out – Instalment 5: The FULRO plot for violent disorder 

completely destroyed”, Báo Đồng Nai, Biên Hòa, 13 August 2010. 
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of the masses in those areas where there were still complex political and social problems 

if we lifted our guard. 

The class struggle in the area of the Military Region had been - and was, heated, 

serious, and complicated. Most of all, this was evident in the period during which we 

were pushing forward with social and ideological re-education and building socialism. 

Together with other units, 440 Battalion focused on consolidating its organisation 

and structure, pushing forward with increased production, holding political studies, 

progressing technical and tactical training, and completing the pursuit of enemy remnants 

and FULRO. 

At the beginning of 1977, there were a total of 38 armed enemy groups in the 

Province, and reactionary groups with about 948 members. Hiding among the people, 

there were 554; and 423 were in the jungle with over 200 military weapons of various 

types. ((P.179)):  These organisations had chosen the areas of Định Quán, Tân Phú and 

Long Khánh (east and west of Route 20) in which to operate. In particular, in the key 

District of Tân Phú, there were 15 groups (310 members) in hiding and creating trouble. 

In the first quarter of 1977, the armed forces of Đồng Nai concentrated on 

pursuing the enemy in the key area to the north – comprising the area of Tân Phú-Thống 

Nhất-Xuân Lộc. 

Later, in the second quarter of 1977, Đồng Nai Province launched a series of 

pursuit operations in the east of the Province in coordination with the operations of 

Region 5 – and the area of pursuit stretched down to Xuyên Mộc. In that phase, we killed, 

captured - or successfully called upon to surrender, over 100; and cut liaison connections 

that supplied the enemy. Those of the enemy still active were forced to disperse in small 

groups into the jungle or among the people. Their morale was ruined, they no longer had 

the capability for armed action, and were unable to plot any uprising in concert with 

FULRO. 

In the third quarter of 1977, the whole Province was involved in a high-point that 

mobilised the masses to root out and pursue the enemy. As a result, from 15 June to 15 

September, we captured or forced the surrender of 400. In this phase, the most notable 

results were in the regions of Xuân Lộc, Thống Nhất, Tân Phú and Châu Thành (part of 

Bà Rịa). Particularly in Châu Thành, our armed forces coordinated with public security 

elements and the people to destroy an important armed group with the title of the C22 

Special Guard – part of  the “People’s Self-Determination Front” organisation.  ((P.180)):  

We captured 26 and seized 13 weapons – including the group’s whole headquarters, 

comprising the commander, deputy commander and chief-of-staff. 

With the guidance of the Military Region and the Province Committee, the 

Province Unit launched a sudden high-point phase from 25 October to 5 November 1977 

in order to “coordinate activities with the Military Region and border areas with the aim 

of continuing to pursue and wipe out all the armed remnants that remained outside the 

area, to unravel the internal reactionary organisation, to take the initiative and block 

border-crossing and infiltration, to coordinate with the public security elements to pursue 

and capture robber groups, and to collect weapons and explosives held by the people etc.” 

As a result of our operations, we captured, killed or forced to surrender 162, including 48 

who belonged to the armed groups of the “Special Task Regiment” of the “People’s 
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Restoration Militia” organisation
273

, and captured 13 armed robbers, 27 thieves, and 

collected 123 guns of various types from the people. 

Overall, our pursuit operations in 1977 were conducted very actively across the 

whole of Đồng Nai Province, but the centre of gravity was still the Districts to the north 

and south of Routes 1 and 20. In the Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu area, there were less enemy armed 

activities - but the issue of illegal border crossing and infiltration became increasingly 

complex. 

((P.181)):  As a result of our pursuit activities, in 1977 the armed forces of Đồng 

Nai achieved the following statistics: 

“We discovered 30 enemy groups and organisations including 18 active external 

armed groups - and the remaining 12 active among the people. The total number involved 

was more than 400, with 140 guns of various types. Đồng Nai Province conducted 169 

large and small pursuit operations across all the Districts of the Province with the 

participation of all our armed forces – from the self-defence militia up to District and 

Province-level troops. We killed 94, captured 657 suspect individuals, forced the 

surrender of 112, and wounded 37. Among this number, there were 10 puppet military 

officers of the rank from major to colonel. We completely wiped out 16 of 30 opposition 

groups, seized 270 weapons of various types, 145 grenades, 14 mines, 3,035 rounds of 

ammunition, 2.4 kilograms and four cans of explosives, four compasses, three pairs of 

binoculars, five seals (stamps), a typewriter, 75 military packs, and a number of 

documents on the enemy’s organisations.
274

* 

The Province Unit deployed 445 Battalion to Tân Phú to join with 440 Battalion 

to pursue reactionary groups.  ((P.182)):  440 Battalion use one-third of its personnel to 

mobilise the masses and to create an administration and build forces to pursue the enemy 

hiding among the people. Mainly due to the success of this endeavour of mobilising the 

masses, the Battalion – together with other units, was able to stamp out the plots of the 

reactionary groups of the enemy in time and to maintain the political stability in the area. 

Our people’s resistance war of national salvation against the Americans had been 

over for two years. The South in general - and Đồng Nai in particular, were trying to 

overcome the aftermath of the war. However, the economic situation and society had still 

yet to be stabilised when the reactionary Pol Pot group continued to incite warfare in the 

south-west of our Fatherland. 

On 30 April 1977, the Khmer Rouge deployed five infantry battalions to attack 14 

border police posts and 13 villages along the border of An Giang Province.
275

 They killed 

                                                 
273

 Translator’s Note: The “Trung đoàn đặc nhiệm” of the “Dân Quân Phục Quốc” organisation.  
274

* History of the Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu Armed Forces (1945-1995), cited at p.424.  
275

 Translator’s Note:  Serious border tensions with Democratic Kampuchea (ie the Khmer Rouge 

government of Cambodia) began almost immediately post-War. On 3 May 1975, Khmer Rouge forces 

attacked Phú Quốc Island in the Gulf of Thailand – long-claimed by the Cambodians as Koh Tia, followed 

on 10 May 1975 with the Cambodian seizure of the island of Thổ Cho. 520 Vietnamese civilians were 

reportedly killed in the attacks. The 5
th

 Division History (2005) notes that there were 18 cross-border 

violations by “Pol Pot-Ieng Sary” troops in 1975, and 191 in 82 separate locations in 1976. - Phạm Quang 

Đinh, Lịch Sử Sư đòan Bộ Binh 5, op.cit., 2005. Major Cambodian ground attacks occurred in mid-March 

to May 1977 in Kiên Giang and An Giang Provinces, precipitating significant Vietnamese military 
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people, stole property, devastated villages and hamlets, and committed many crimes 

against our people. 

More dangerously, on the 24/25 of September 1977 – exploiting our weak points, 

the Pol Pot clique deployed two divisions to suddenly attack the two Districts of Bến Cầu 

and Tân Biên in Tây Ninh Province. They set fire to over 400 houses in the village of Tân 

Lập, and killed more than 1,000 civilians.  ((P.183)):  The armed forces of Military 

Region 7 and the 4
th

 Corps deployed forces to counter-attack and drive the enemy away 

from the border, but the situation became progressively more tense. 

In order to create the conditions to unify leadership and deploy combat forces to 

defend the border, the Đồng Nai Province Committee established “United Command 

Committees” at Province and District levels. The Province and District secretaries were 

appointed the political commissars. The political commissar (at Province level) and the 

political commissars (at District levels) were the commanders - and the comrade military 

commanders and comrade public security commanders were appointed as deputy 

commanders. The United Command Committees had the command authority to deploy all 

forces, agencies and organisations under their management in readiness for combat and to 

support the fighting. 

To implement these directions above, Đồng Nai Province formed two mobile 

regiments, comprising: a regiment for inland action and a regiment to defend the 

coastline. The regiment for coastal defence (the 5
th

 Regiment
276

) – that was engaged in 

economic and national defence work in Vĩnh An, was moved down to Long Hải (Long 

Đất) with the responsibility for protecting the coastline and opposing any seaborne 

infiltration and landing. The inland regiment was stationed at Hố Nai 2 until August 1979 

and then moved to Bà Tô (Xuyên Mộc) with the title of the 746
th

 Regiment. Its personnel 

were from the 9
th

 La Ngà Regiment, 445 Battalion, and 440 Battalion. 

((P.184)):  Within the 746
th

 Regiment, 440 Battalion continued to firmly maintain 

its spirit of guarding the revolution, striving in both training and study, coordinating with 

fraternal units, and successfully completing its tasks of pursuing the enemy’s military 

remnants, increasing production with its labour, and contributing to maintaining political 

security within the Province – during the country’s most difficult point of time. 

On 5 January 1978, the Đồng Nai People’s Committee held an urgent meeting 

with all branches to discuss tasks when the fighting broke out on the border. As a 

consequence, the Province Unit was given the following two tasks: 

- Create a properly-equipped infantry battalion, with good combat 

experience, to support Sông Bé Province to defend the border. 

- Create a force comprising troops and assault youth – together with 

technical means, to build a border defence line at Bù Đốp (Sông Bé). 

 

                                                                                                                                                  
deployments. Subsequently, the Vietnamese military drive into Cambodia was launched on Christmas Day 

1978 - with Phnom Penh occupied soon after. 
276

 Translator’s Note: This “5
th

 Regiment” is not the 5
th

 Regiment (ie 275
th

 Regiment) of the 5
th

 VC Division 

that had fought at the Battle of Long Tân and other major engagements. The 5
th

 Division’s 5
th

 (275
th

) 

Regiment was re-organised in June 1970 during combat in Cambodia and retitled the “1
st
 Regiment” – 

Chamberlain, E.P., … D445 …, op.cit., 2011, Annex J, p.15. 
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Beginning in June 1978 [sic], the Province Unit deployed a well-armed battalion 

for its task - titled the 1
st
 Đồng Nai Battalion. The Battalion’s structure comprised three 

companies – with the 1
st
 Company (of 445 Battalion) as its core, and the District-level 

companies were reinforced with personnel from 440 Battalion and two combat support 

platoons.  ((P.185)):  The Battalion’s total strength was 300. Subsequently, the Province 

Unit created the 2
nd

, 3
rd

, 4
th

 and 5
th

 Battalions with structures and strengths equivalent to 

those of the 1
st
 Đồng Nai Battalion that, on rotation, were deployed to defend the 

Fatherland’s borders.
277

 

At the end of 1979, 440 Battalion was deployed with the 5
th

 Regiment (coastal 

defence). At that time, there was a change in title for 440 Battalion, and the Battalion’s 

tasks were also changed to conform with the situation. The great majority of the cadre and 

soldiers in the unit had been demobilised in accord with Party and State policy, and 

returned to their home regions of Thái Bình, Thanh Hóa, Nam Định, Đồng Nai and Bà 

Rịa-Vũng Tàu. A number of comrades changed their professions and worked in political 

organisations, people’s organisations or enterprises such as the Đồng Nai and Long 

Khánh Rubber Plantations, the Bà Rịa Rubber Company etc. Evidencing their qualities as 

“Uncle Hồ’s Soldiers”, these comrades successfully fulfilled the tasks that they had been 

given, and many indicative exemplars emerged such as Comrades Vũ Ngọc Bốn – the 

Director of the Đồng Nai Transport Project Company; Nguyễn Văn Bảo – the 

Commander of the Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu Province Military Headquarters; Phan Thanh Bình – 

Deputy Chief of Staff of the Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu Province Military Headquarters; Nguyễn 

Xuân Hiền – Director of the Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu Rubber Company; Khiếu Hữu Tưởng – 

Đồng Nai Military Headquarters; Trần Văn Điền – Thái Bình Irrigation Company, Trần 

Đình Tản – Vũ Thư Office for Social Affairs and War Invalids (Thái Bình); Hoàng Khuê 

– Xuân Lộc Assembly Enterprise (Đồng Nai) etc. 

Even now in everyday life, the years of combat when serving with one’s comrades 

are not forgotten, and veterans of 440 Battalion still remain in active contact. A number 

of Battalion veterans - who live in every region of the Fatherland, meet and organise for 

the unit’s members to return to visit yesteryear’s battlefields and review the courageous 

fighting tradition of the Battalion.
278

 They organise and support the families seeking to 

find the graves of our martyrs in the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh battlefields, and have built 

memorial centres at the cemeteries in Long Khánh (Đồng Nai)
279

, and Xuyên Mộc (Bà 
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 Translator’s Note: Interestingly, no mention is made in this 440 Battalion History (2011) of the attacks 

by Chinese forces on Vietnam’s northern border that began on 17 February 1979. 
278

 Translator’s Note: On 16 August 2011, more than 100 former cadre, soldiers and relatives attended the 

Battalion’s fourth reunion in Long Khánh Town – see Thanh Giang, “Họp mặt truyền thống Tiểu đoàn 440 

Bà Rịa Long Khánh”, Đồng Nai, 17 August 2011. The article includes a photograph of D440 veterans. 
279

 Translator’s Note: On 21 April 2010, a 440 Battalion memorial centre (“Nhà bia Tưởng niệm”) for “700 

martyrs” was inaugurated in Xuân Lộc Town (Long Khánh) – Quốc Tuấn, “Thị xã Long Khánh: Khánh 

thành Bia tưởng niệm liệt sĩ Tiểu đoàn 440”, 21 April 2010. “In the fighting, over 700 cadre and soldiers of 

the Battalion had died bravely in the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh region.” – Minh Hưng, “Đồng Nai kỷ niệm 35 

năm ngày giải phóng Xuân Lộc” – (“Đồng Nai remembers the 35
th

 anniversary of Xuân Lộc’s liberation”), 

Báo Mới, 21 April 2010. Photographs of the D440 memorial - ie “Bia tưởng niệm D440”, on the Internet 

are at: http://www.geolocation.ws/v/P/34705927/bia-tng-nim-d440/en . The Memorial lists the details of 

560 Battalion personnel ie: serial number 1-560, name, date of birth, date of death, unit, home village, place 

http://www.geolocation.ws/v/P/34705927/bia-tng-nim-d440/en
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Rịa-Vũng Tàu). All this has been undertaken – for, as the proverb enjoins: “when 

drinking water, remember its source”, and always act in accord with the qualities of 

“Uncle Hồ’s Soldiers”. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

 ((P. 187)):  The 440 Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province Regional Battalion (now Bà 

Rịa-Vũng Tàu Province) – with its former title of the 2
nd

 Battalion (9
th

 Regiment, 304B 

Division) deployed into the South under the secret codename of Group 211.  The 

Battalion commenced its journey from a mountainous region near Bến Sung (Như Xuân 

District, Thanh Hóa Province) on 10 February 1967. After five months of uninterrupted 

deployment - with a will and resolve to “cross the Annamite Mountain Chain and save the 

nation”, the unit arrived at its Suối Rết base (Tầm Bung hamlet, Suối Nho village, Định 

Quán District) on 16 August 1967 where it stabilised its organisation and prepared to 

enter life-or-death combat with the enemy. From that time onwards, the title of 440 

Battalion has always been a name affectionately and deeply attached to the land and the 

people of Bà Rịa-Long Khánh and always frightened the enemy to death. 

 Throughout 12 years of combat (1967-1979), development and coming-of-age 

under the constant guidance and deep understanding of the Party – most directly by the 

Province Committee and the Province Unit, in all aspects of activity, especially in Party 

and political work in respect of the armed forces, the community of cadre and soldiers of 

440 Battalion were always united with one spirit, unreservedly loyal to the Party, and 

thoroughly dutiful to the people. The Battalion overcame all hardships and sacrifice, 

fulfilled completely all assigned tasks in an exemplary manner, contributed its blood and 

toil for the enterprise of liberating the South and uniting our country, and building the 

glorious tradition of : “Unaminous unity, limitless loyalty, resolutely holding our ground, 

and fighting with stamina and a sense of purpose”. 

 

* 

* 

* 

 In our operations on the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh battlefield during the period when 

the “Limited War” strategy of the Americans and their puppets reached its peak and was 

at its most violent level, the hardships were more than could be borne by the people. 

However, with intelligence and courage, the soldiers of 440 Battalion firmly maintained 

their morale and optimism, and created a revolutionary will to attack in order to fight and 

defeat any invading enemy. 

 ((P.189)):  On the Long Khánh Front in the General Offensive and Uprising of the 

Mậu Thân Spring in 1968, the community of cadres and soldiers of 440 Battalion went 

                                                                                                                                                  
of death, and appointment – see the photographs at p141. It is not clear whether the “700” or “560” martyrs 

are those killed in combat – or also includes those who died of illness etc. The Memorial complex also 

includes a graveyard with inscribed headstones. 
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into battle with the momemtum of Quang Trung
280

 rushing forward headlong. That was 

the first of the Battalion’s large battles and also one of the unit’s most exemplary military 

exploits on the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh battlefield. Together with our fraternal units, 440 

Battalion fiercely attacked the positions of the 33
rd

 Tactical Sub-Zone and the CIA 

offices, took control of the Town Adminstrative Building, destroyed 10 outposts, two 

military barracks, a communications area, and set fire to many military vehicles etc. The 

flag of the National Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam was flown and waved 

above the Long Khánh Province Chief’s Residence. 

 After the General Offensive and Uprising of Spring 1968, 440 Battalion’s strength 

declined seriously. Our numbers diminished, our casualties were not replaced in time, and 

we lacked weapons etc. However, with the revolutionary attacking spirit, 440 Battalion 

continued to strike the enemy in Long Khánh Town and the surrounding area. Together 

with the 33
rd

 Regiment (a COSVN main-force formation), we continuously pressured and 

attacked the enemy – forcing them to disperse their forces in the area north-east of Sài 

Gòn. 

 In the period 1971-1974, 440 Battalion was dispersed to the local areas as the 

pillar for the expansion of the local Revolutionary Movements. On that basis, the local 

Party Committee consolidated and re-formed the K8 (Xuân Lộc) Company and the K9 

(Định Quán) Company. When Tân Phú Province was established, the K9 Company 

assigned cadre and soldiers from 440 Battalion to become the core of the Tân Phú 

Company. 

 ((P.190)):  In Spring 1975 during the Xuân Lộc Campaign to liberate Long Khánh 

Town, 440 Battalion joined with the 9
th

 Battalion of the 7
th

 Division’s 209
th

 Regiment to 

attack and inflict heavy casualties on two Regional Force Battalions (the 348
th

 and the 

234
th

) that had deployed from Suối Cát to break the blockade. We captured many 

prisoners and seized a number of objectives in Long Khánh Town – such as the Province 

Chief’s Residence, the Police Sector Headquarters, the US Advisors’ Area, and the US 

Intelligence (CIA) Office. We then moved to tightly encircle the Town and prevent the 

enemy from coming to the rescue of Long Khánh. The troops of 440 Battalion, Cao Su 

District, village guerrillas, and guerrillas of the Bình Lộc and Suối Tre Rubber Plantations 

launched attacks to liberate the hamlets and villages along Route 1 such as: Hưng Lộc, 

Bàu Hàm, Thanh Sơn, and Gia Kiệm. The enemy within Long Khánh Town were 

completely isolated. Enemy operations to relieve Xuân Lộc were all defeated – despite 

the use of ultra-modern weapons such as the CBU immolation bomb. On 19 April 1975, 

the enemy’s Phan Rang defensive line was shattered, and the puppet III Corps [sic] 

Forward Headquarters was captured. The enemy’s morale in Xuân Lộc-Long Khánh was 

panic-stricken.  ((P.191)):  Our troops increased their attacks to seize positions outside the 

Town, liberate Xuân Lộc, and break down the “steel gate” to the north-east of Sài Gòn. 

Long Khánh Town was completely liberated. 

                                                 
280

 Translator’s Note: As noted earlier, Emperor Quang Trung – earlier known as Nguyễn Huệ (b. 1752 – d. 

1793) of the Tây Sơn dynasty, was one of the most successful military commanders in Vietnamese history. 
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 Once the South had been completely liberated – together with other armed units in 

the Province, 440 Battalion participated in military administration tasks to build and 

consolidate the revolutionary government organs in those areas in which we were located. 

The lives of the people were swiftly stabilised, and political security and public order 

were guaranteed. 

 With a high sense of responsibility to the Fatherland and to the people – although 

the country was at peace and independent, 440 Battalion still continued to carry its 

weapons and pursue and drive off the enemy’s military remnants, defend the 

revolutionary authorities, and protect the people. When the South-Western Border areas 

were seized by the Pol Pot reactionaries, our community of cadre and soldiers again took 

the road to combat action and defended the borders. At the end of 1979, 440 Battalion 

was deployed as a unit of the 5
th

 Regiment (for coastal defence). 

 In its process of development and combat actions, 440 Battalion achieved many 

exemplary accomplishments: defeating the enemy in hundreds of engagements; wiping 

out thousands of the enemy; shooting down about 20 aircraft of various types; and setting 

fire to and destroying over 100 tanks and military vehicles – as well as many enemy posts 

and strategic hamlets etc. For these achievements, the Battalion was awarded many 

Decorations, Military Achievement Medals, and Certificates of Commendation and 

Appreciation. Many of the Battalion’s cadre and soldiers were awarded the titles of: 

Valiant Killer of Americans, Valiant Destroyer of Tanks, and Valiant Destroyer of 

Aircraft etc.
281

* 440 Battalion had achieved its historic tasks in an exemplary manner. 

The name of 440 Battalion became an inseparable part of the history of the development 

of the armed forces of Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu and Đồng Nai Provinces. 

 How glorious were the soldiers of the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh 440 Battalion ! Their 

combat achievements were exemplary, and the very great sacrifices of generations of the 

unit’s cadre and soldiers are embroidered on the “Resolve to Fight and Win” flag of the 

armed forces of Đồng Nai and Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu Provinces – and they have created their 

own brilliant heritage. 

 

 First of all - be absolutely loyal to the Party, the Fatherland and the people, hold 

on resolutely, fight unyieldingly, and achieve exemplary results. 

 

 ((P.193)):  Fighting on the critical Bà Rịa-Long Khánh battlefield, the Battalion 

confronted all types of elite enemy troops: American expeditionary forces, Australian 

vassal troops, and the puppet military’s main-force units. The community of 440 

Battalion’s cadre and soldiers were always absolutely loyal to the Party, the Fatherland 

and the people. They strove to overcome all difficulties and hardships, fought 

unyieldingly, and accomplished exemplary results. 

 The enemy’s system of posts that stretched from Túc Trưng, Gia Kiệm, Định 

Quán on Route 20 to the Ông Đồn T-Junction, Bình Phú, Suối Cát, Bảo Hòa, Dầu Giây 

on Route 1 - and to Long Giao, Ông Quế, Cẩm Mỹ, Kim Long, Đường Cùng, Bình Ba, 
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* 13 Military Achievement Awards of various types. 
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Hòa Long on Route 56 ((Route 2)), were all combat objectives for 440 Battalion. Many of 

the enemy posts were attacked by the Battalion several times – such as: the Láng Lớn 

post, the Con Chim post (Cẩm Mỹ), the Bảo Chánh post, Bảo Hòa, Suối Cát, Bảo Bình, 

and Túc Trưng etc. The enemy soldiers stationed there were very terrified when they 

heard the sounds of our attack and the Battalion’s weapons. 

 In the toughest and most violent of times (1969-1970), the Battalion operated on 

the Châu Đức battlefield – together with 445 Battalion, and hobbled the Royal Australian 

Task Force, preventing them from expanding their area of operations into other regions, 

and thus contributing to the defence and expansion of our corridors east and west of 

Route 2, and connecting the Rừng Sác, Minh Đạm and Vũng Tàu bases with War Zone 

D.   

((P.194)):  To destroy the results of the “Accelerated Pacification Plan” of the 

Americans and their puppets, the Battalion successfully applied the tactics of “a 

concentrated Battalion and independent companies” to actively engage in combat in the 

areas of Định Quán - Gia Ray - Ông Đồn (Route 1); Cẩm Mỹ, Đức Thạnh, Bình Ba, and 

Hòa Long (Route 2); and Đất Đỏ and Xuyên Mộc (Route 23). Together with the local 

troops and the people, we stoutly defended our Province’s nerve-centre resistance 

elements, the rear area bases and the storage areas. 

 With the absolute affection, support and assistance of the people – both in spirit 

and materially, the troops of 440 Battalion fought with increasing strength and maturity. 

Many of of the Battalion’s key cadre were appointed by higher authorities to hold 

important positions at the District and Province level. Our achievements at Spring Mậu 

Thân in 1968 and the Battalion attack that wiped out the Cẩm Mỹ Special Sector were 

very great victories. In the period following the Paris Accords, attacking posts by night - 

together with our fraternal units, destroying enemy reinforcements, and participating in 

the liberation of Xuân Lộc-Long Khánh in the Spring of 1975, were all epics of heroic 

revolutionary ideology and exemplary combat achievements of the Battalion in the great 

patriotic war to liberate the South and unify the country. 

  

((P.195)):  Secondly, create a spirit of self reliance and strength through one’s 

own efforts, overcome all difficulties, and successfully complete all assigned tasks. 

 

Bà Rịa-Long Khánh was a battleground far from the Central Committee – cut by 

many rivers and including many strategic routes. Support and supplies from the Central 

Committee, COSVN and the Military Region regularly faced many difficulties. It was a 

battlefield on which the enemy fought with great violence – especially in the years 1969-

1971 when the enemy enforced economic blockades. However, with a spirit of self 

reliance and strength through one’s own efforts and initiative, our unit did not cease to 

consolidate and develop - fulfilling all requirements, especially rear service work in-situ, 

and satisfying the needs of the resistance. 

Calculated from the day that the South was liberated (30 April 1975), 440 

Battalion was forged in the fire of the revolutionary war for almost eight years – having 

fought on our Bà Rịa-Long Khánh native land and in the “gruellingly hard and heroic 

Eastern Region”. That was a time when the war in the Eastern Nam Bộ Region – and Bà 
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Rịa-Long Khánh in particular, was extremely tense and violent. The majority of the 

Battalion’s cadre and soldiers were former students who had only recently left their 

classrooms and lecture halls to follow the sacred call of the Fatherland and had made the 

journey to fight in the South.  ((P.196)):  They deployed down the Annamite Mountain 

Chain, suffered hunger and thirst, and faced all types of enemy troops and their sweeping 

and blockade-relieving operations. Our men had also faced the enemy’s psychological 

warfare plots and their  activities – but 440 Battalion’s soldiers remained tenacious and 

steady, and stoutly overcame every difficulty and challenge. The most tense of these 

challenges was our ideological training to overcome the material seductions and the 

poisonous psychological warfare of the enemy. However, we hung on – and we fought 

and won. Our troops fought for the happiness of the people, for their personal honour and 

that of their families – as well as that of their villages, local area and the country. They 

especially remained worthy of the affection and confidence of the Party and the heroic 

people of Bà Rịa-Long Khánh. 

Despite such difficulties and hardships, not one comrade in the Battalion became a 

traitor by surrendering
282

, deserting or refusing his duty. Comrade Mười Sinh (Mười Da 

Bò) was separated from his unit for several days, but was determined to find his way back 

to the unit and continue the fight. Here was an example of a military comrade (the 6
th

 

Company) who - although seriously wounded, did not surrender to the enemy but had 

fought to his last round and died heroically. There was also the example of Comrade 

Nguyễn Văn Nghĩa (of the Province Engineer Company)
283

* who rushed forward and 

disabled mines in order that his unit could attack the enemy tanks at Suối Râm.  ((P.197))  

Unluckily, he fell into an enemy ambush and was severely wounded. Before dying, this 

comrade shouted resoundingly: Long live Chairman Hồ Chí Minh, long live Chairman 

Hồ. In combat, there were a very large number of other examples of courageous sacrifice 

by the cadre and soldiers of 440 Battalion. However, in that glorious and heroic record, 

there are very sad passages of loss and extremely great sacrifice. Almost seven hundred 

of the Battalion’s cadre and soldiers died heroically, dedicating their lives for their 

homeland and country. This dedication and sacrifice of the cadre and soldiers of 440 

Battalion will always be remembered gratefully by the Party, authorities, and the people 

of Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province (today – the two Provinces of Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu and 

Đồng Nai). 

 

Thirdly, build a strong resolve for combat, exploit our forté of “attacking posts 

and destroying the enemy’s relief forces”, and be the pillar for the whole of the people’s 

attack on the enemy. 

 

440 Battalion’s will and resolve for combat was built on the basis of: the timely 

attention and mobilisation by the Province Committee, the Province Unit and the people; 
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 Translator’s Note: In July 1969, Lê Văn Nhanh – platoon commander (8/8/D440 Battalion), rallied to 

Regional Forces forces, see footnotes 162, 169, 172 and 192. On D440 ralliers, see also footnotes 48, 131, 

146, 160, 164, 182, 183, 192, 199, and 206 (plus 48, 132, 147, 162, 166, 186, 192, 204 and 2110 - and 

1ATF Troop Information Sheet, No.69, Núi Đất, 5-11 November 1967. 
283

* Cadre and soldiers of 440 Battalion were the core of the Province Engineer Company. 
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enduring the same hardships; being a motivating force and model; the profound and 

understanding manner of the cadre and Party members; and the utmost effort of every 

soldier.  ((P.198)):  On that basis, the Battalion was able to exploit its forté of “attacking 

the enemy’s posts and destroying their relief forces” and striking and halting their 

sweeping operations. The enemy’s posts at Bảo Hòa, Bảo Chánh, Bình Lộc, Con Chim, 

Cẩm Mỹ, Đức Thạnh Sub-Sector, the Hòa Long Special Sector, and Cẩm Mỹ-Bình Ba 

were all attacked by 440 Battalion – and were destroyed and razed. In only two weeks in 

April 1968, 440 Battalion launched three attacks to wipe out the Bình Lộc post – 

inflicting heavy casualties on the enemy. The enemy defenders were very terrified, in 

panic, and their fighting spirit collapsed. Such created the conditions for the masses to 

rise up, destroy the enemy’s oppression, and expand the liberated zones. 

The tactic of “attacking posts and destroying the enemy’s relief forces” always 

demanded versatility, resourcefulness and courage from our soldiers. With their system of 

posts, the enemy had the advantages of the defender – with outposts, bunkers and solidly-

built communications trenches. Additionally, there were rows of barbed wire fences, 

guard towers, and obstacles (mines and spike traps). They also had superior firepower and 

means of communication – and rapid reinforcement by other forces and firepower. In 

order to achieve high combat effectiveness and to destroy the enemy’s strength, our cadre 

and Party members focused on successfully implementing Party and political activities so 

that the cadre and soldiers voluntarily accepted every challenge and would bravely 

sacrifice themselves to win the final victory. 

((P.199)):  In our political education work, the consolidation of a resolute will, an 

attacking revolutionary spirit and confidence in the final victory of the Revolution all had 

an important and special position – especially in difficult and complex circumstances that 

could easily lead to a decline in fighting spirit, pessimism, and wavering etc. Throughout 

the operations of Mậu Thân 1968 - and the difficult times after Mậu Thân 1968 when 

many were killed, the 440 troops still held on and fought staunchly and defended the 

Party and the people. Despite the difficulties and dangers, the soldiers of the Battalion 

never shirked their duty, never surrendered or became traitors.  In these difficult and 

violent times, the skill and the spirit of “Uncle Hồ’s Troops” was exploited to the utmost 

by the cadre and soldiers of 440 Battalion, and this created the glorious and courageous 

basis for the heroic revolutionary ideology. This was a prerequisite condition that allowed 

the unit to complete all its assigned tasks in an outstanding manner. 

 

Fourth, create a unity with the militia – “the fish in the water”
284

 in order to move 

forward and come-of-age. 

 

((P.200)):  Within the fighting ranks of 440 Battalion, there were comrades from 

many regions: Nam Định, Thanh Hóa, Thái Bình, Đồng Nai, and Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu. 

                                                 
284

 Translator’s Note: Literally: “cá nước” – an allusion to Mao Zedong’s maxim that the guerrilla must 

learn how to swim among the people like a fish in water. 



129 

 

However, the majority were from Thái Bình Province, the homeland of the five tonnes
285

 

- with its Districts of Thư Trì, Vũ Tiên [sic], Kiến Xương and Tiền Hải. Whether lowland 

Vietnamese or Mường
286

, whether Northerner or Southerner – all were soldiers of 440 

Battalion. We all strove together, and were of one fighting spirit for the very lofty ideals 

of the Revolution.  There was no regionalism, localism, or factionalism – and the cadre 

and soldiers were always concerned to build and firmly consolidate their unity. Only by 

building internal unity and unifying with the people could high combat resolve be created 

- and ways found to fight well and avoid casualties. 

In the hardship and violence of combat, the images of the mothers, young women 

and the children of the regions of Xà Bang, Châu Lạc, Đức Mỹ, and Bình Ba – and up to 

Bình Lộc-Túc Trưng and Hòa Long and Long Phước – and especially the labourers of the 

rubber plantations, were constantly the beautiful images of the people’s spirit of unity 

with our forces. The people saved every pill of medicine, every can
287

 of rice and salt to 

support our troops in the fight against the enemy. Among the people, there were those 

who suffered torture by the enemy, imprisonment, deportation, and death. No only did 

they provide supplies, and protect and nourish us – the masses always provided the troops 

of 440 Battalion with valuable information that enabled the Battalion to make tactical 

plans and destroy the enemy. 

((P.200)):  Thanks to our knowing how to rely on the people and by serving them 

heart and soul, the cadre and soldiers of 440 Battalion always had the confidence and love 

of the Party and the local people. Accordingly, no matter how difficult the situation, the 

Battalion always held on doggedly, and - as the core of the whole people’s movement 

attacking the enemy, fought to serve the people. 

 

* 

* 

* 

 

440 Battalion – the local unit of Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Province (nowadays Bà Rịa-

Vũng Tàu Province) had the particular characteristic of routinely responding  to orders to 

reinforce or subordinate itself to other formations and deploying for combat on the Bà 

Rịa-Long Khánh battlefield in many different configurations – at times concentrated, at 

times dispersed – depending on the requirements of the mission. No matter the situation, 

the cadre and soldiers of the Battalion were always absolutely loyal to the Party, the 

Fatherland and the people. We implemented all orders issued by our superior authorities, 

were unafraid of sacrifice and difficulties, and completed every assigned task in an 

                                                 
285

 Translator’s Note: As noted earlier, “Five tonnes” is a reference to the achievement of Thái Bình being 

the first Province to achieve rice production yields of five tonnes per hectare - in 1966. 
286

 Translator’s Note: The Mường are the third largest of Vietnam’s 53 minority groups, with an estimated 

population of 1.2 million. The Mường people inhabit the mountainous region of northern Vietnam, 

concentrated in Hoa Bình Province and the mountainous districts of Thanh Hóa Province. 
287

 Translator’s Note: Literally: “lon” see footnote 130. 
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outstanding manner. ((P.202)):  This was indeed the source of the unit’s strength that 

enabled it to both grow and become strong and mature while fighting. 

Returning to normal life – no matter in what position or status, whether living in 

Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu, Đồng Nai; or in Thái Bình, Nam Định, or Thanh Hóa – or elsewhere in 

our beautiful land of Vietnam; the soldiers of 440 Battalion always remained proud of 

their unit’s brilliant tradition. They also remembered the days of their heroic youth, their 

contribution, and their sacrifice. This is all a bright example for the young generation to 

follow – and continues as a motivating force for the Battalion’s war veterans to play their 

role as “Uncle Hồ’s Troops” and to continue their dedication to Fatherland and the 

people. 
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ATTACHMENTS ((Pp.203-205)): 

 

I. LIST OF COMMAND PERSONNEL 

 

8-1967 to 12-1968 

 Lương Văn Tình (Hai Tình)    Battalion Commander 

 Tư Như      Deputy Commander 

 Nguyễn Hồng Châu (Tư Châu)   Deputy Commander 

 Nguyễn Hữu Thi (Hai Thi)    Political Officer 

Nguyễn Văn Quang (Hai Quang - Quang Hổ) Deputy Political Officer 

 Phan Thanh Hà     Chief of Staff 

 

1-1969 to 5-1969 

 Phan Thanh Hà (Hai Hà)    Battalion Commander 

 Nguyễn Hữu Thi (Hai Thi)    Political Officer 

 Trương Quang Ngọ (Hai Ngọ)   Deputy Political Officer 

 Phùng Như Ý (Ba Ý)     Deputy Commander 

 Nguyễn Hùng Tâm     Deputy Commander/ 

Chief of Staff 

 Ba Kim      Deputy Commander 

 

6-1969 to 9-1971 

 Nguyễn Hùng Tâm     Battalion Commander 

 Nguyễn Văn Tiến     Deputy Commander 

 Nguyễn Văn Bảo     Political Officer 

 Võ Văn Nhan ((Mười Nhan))    Deputy Political Officer 

 Trương Quang Ngọ (Hai Ngọ)   Deputy Political Officer 

 Phùng Như Ý (Ba Ý)     Deputy Political Officer 

 Hai Quang - Quang Hổ    Deputy Political Officer 

 Huỳnh Văn Sinh     Staff Assistant 

 

4-1975 to 1979 

 Nguyễn Văn Khéo     Battalion Commander 

 Phan Thanh Bình     Political Officer 

 Nguyễn Văn Trị     Deputy Political Officer 
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II. 440 BATTALION HEROES ((P.205)): 

 

Hà Anh Tịnh – an aircraft-destroying hero  

 

Hà Anh Tịnh was born in Bình Lộc hamlet – nowadays part of Long Khánh 

Town, and both his father and mother were members of our infrastructure during the 

resistance war against the Americans. Hà Anh Tịnh was a commo-liaison soldier in the 9
th

 

Company. Although only just 16 years of age, Hà Anh Tịnh was known as intelligent and 

wise, and recognised for his achievement in shooting down a “Wire Cage” helicopter (a 

reconnaissance helicopter) – of the Royal Australian mercenary forces, with his M2 

carbine at Châu Lạc hamlet (also called Hòa Lạc) of Xà Bang village in Châu Đức 

District. 

At 9am on the third day of Tết Kỷ Dậu (1969), the rear services element of the 

Battalion – including Phan Thanh Hà, Hai Lộ and Tư Đoàn, were preparing food prior to 

the Battalion going on operations on the Bà Rịa-Long Đất [sic] battlefield. While located 

in two stands of bamboo close to the hamlet, a “Wire Cage” helicopter suddenly appeared 

and discovered our group. The helicopter circled above the bamboo and rubber trees, and 

did not fly away from its target. 

In the area of open fields, there were only one or two stands of bamboo – and 

there were no bunkers or trenches in which to take cover etc. At that very dangerous time, 

Hà Anh Tịnh calmly raised his M2 carbine and squeezed the trigger. After only one burst, 

the enemy aircraft was set on fire and smashed to smithereens. A few minutes later, the 

enemy sent several sorties of aircraft to fire on us while they searched for the downed 

helicopter – but our group returned safely to our base.
288

 Comrade Hà Anh Tịnh’s 

achievement - together with that of Comrade Lê Đức Sỏi and those of the Battalion’s 

12.7mm machine-gunners who shot down in flames almost 20 aircraft on the Bà Rịa-

Long Khánh battlefield, made a glorious contribution to the Battalion’s combat 

accomplishments.  Hà Anh Tịnh was honoured with the title: “Aircraft-destroying Hero”. 

 

Đào Ngọc Hòa – a tank-destroying hero 

 

Đào Ngọc Hòa was born in 1946 in Bình Thanh village, Kiến Xương District of 

Thái Bình Province. At the beginning of 1967 - as a member of the 6
th

 Company of 

Group 211, he crossed the mountains of the Annamite Chain to reinforce the battlefield in 

the South. Despite facing many unaccustomed conditions on the new battlefield - and 

after a period of patrolling, engaging the enemy, familiarization with the terrain, 

participating in the battles at Bình Lộc and Túc Trưng, halting the enemy sweeps at Suối 

                                                 
288

 Translator’s Note: Tết Kỷ Dậu began on 16 February 1969.  At 0912hrs on 19 February 1969, an 

Australian Bell H-13 (47G-3B1) Sioux helicopter (A1-639) received ground-fire at YS 435872. The pilot 

was wounded but made a controlled landing. The 440 Battalion element was immediately engaged with 

rocket-fire by an accompanying US Cessna O-2 observation aircraft. Later that morning, two airstrikes were 

made on bunkers and trenches in the vicinity. The damaged Sioux helicopter was later recovered by a US 

UH-1H helicopter, but – unrepairable, the Australian Sioux helicopter was “written off”.  1ATF SITREP, 

Núi Đất, 20 February 1969; 1ATF INTSUM No.50-69, Núi Đất, 19 February 1969. 
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Rết, and attacking the enemy at our Province Unit’s base, Comrade Hòa displayed the 

characteristics of an active, intelligent and brave soldier. In the attack on the Gia Ray 

Training Centre, Comrade Đào Ngọc Hòa and Comrade Trác had thrown their bodies 

down on the remaining barbed-wire obstacles to allow their comrades to assault and wipe 

out the enemy. In that battle, the 6
th

 Company’s B40 grenadiers wiped out the enemy’s 

pockets of resistance to enable the unit to attack and seize Building No.7. 

When the 6
th

 Company was deployed to reinforce the Minh Đạm-Long Đất Front, 

it came at the time when the enemy had mobilised over 50 tanks and three battalions (US, 

Australian and puppet troops) to sweep from Route 55 down to the Đá Vang pagoda at 

Phước Trinh [sic] hamlet with the aim of wiping out 445 Battalion that was located in the 

area at the base of the Minh Đạm Mountains (Sở Bông). 

((P.208)):  The engagement was extremely violent, with the enemy exploiting the 

advantage of their tanks, artillery, aircraft and numerical strength to launch continuous 

waves of attack. However, the soldiers of 445 Battalion and the 6
th

 Company of 440 

Battalion dauntlessly fought back inflicting heavy casualties on the enemy. We hit and set 

ablaze 13 tanks, and shot down one of their aircraft. Đào Ngọc Hòa himself destroyed 

three enemy tanks with three B40 rounds. Our victory at Sở Bông fired the enthusiasm of 

our forces and the people of Long Đất.
289

 Đào Ngọc Hòa became a hero who had wiped 

out American and Australian tanks, and the second such tank-destroying hero of 440 

Battalion – after Trương Đình Vọng on the Long Khánh Front at Tết Mậu Thân 1968.
290

 

Comrade Đào Ngọc Hòa was killed in 1973.
291
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 Translator’s Note: See footnotes 216-218 – the Sở Bông (Cotton Plantation) engagements reportedly 

occurred in August 1971. 
290

 Translator’s Note: Đào Ngọc Hòa’s exploits are recounted earlier in the main text of the D440 History – 

see footnote 218. 
291

 Translator’s Note: Đào Ngọc Hòa’s death is recorded in the annexed List of 440 Battalion Martyrs - 

p.225, Serial 126. 
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PORTRAITS OF SOLDIERS AND CADRE 

REPRESENTATIVE OF THE BATTALION 

 

 Comrade Phan Thanh Hà – Battalion Commander 

 Comrade Nguyễn Hùng Tâm – Battalion Commander 

 Comrade Nguyễn Hữu Thi – Political Officer 

 Comrade Nguyễn Văn Quang – Deputy Political Officer 

 Comrade Nguyễn Hồng Châu – Deputy Commander 

 Comrade Trương Quang Ngọ – Deputy Political Officer 

 Comrade Phùng Như Ý – Deputy Political Officer 

 Comrade Nguyễn Văn Bảo – Political Officer 

 Comrade Đào Ngọc Hòa – Tank-destroying Hero (1970) 

 Comrade Hoàng Ngọc Mân 

 Comrade Nguyễn Văn Nghĩa 

 Comrade Hà Anh Tịnh – Aircraft-destroying Hero 

 Comrade Lê Đức Sỏi - Aircraft-destroying Hero 

 Comrade Hoàng Văn Khuê – Battalion Reconnaissance Cadre 

 Comrade Nguyễn Văn Chiến – B40 Grenadier 

 Comrade Phạm Thanh Mừng – Commander of the Long Khánh Town 

      Special Action Unit 

 

 

A NUMBER OF PHOTOGRAPHS AND DOCUMENTS 

OF 440 BATTALION 

 

 Victory Memorial Statue – Long Khánh. 

 

Gathering at the graves of Comrades Thứ, Hùng and Hiệu – 440 Battalion 

martyrs, in Long Khánh. 

 

Meeting of war veterans and families of martyrs – Vũ Hòa-Kiến Xương-Thái 

Bình (2000). 

 

Meeting of the 440 Battalion History Group (11 November 2000). 

 

A group of 440 Battalion war veterans visiting the mausoleum of Chairman Hồ 

Chí Minh (7 July 2005). 

 

A group of 440 Battalion war veterans at Uncle Hồ’s fishpond (7 July 2005). 

 From right to left: Hoàng Quốc Việt, Đỗ Thành Vượng, Nguyễn Văn Chiến, 

 Hoàng Khuê (in the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh Reconnaissance Company 1970-1975),  

Vũ Sơn Tiêu (9
th

 Company). 

 

 440 Battalion war veterans visiting Long Khánh cemetery. 
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A group of 440 Battalion war veterans calling on Senior General Võ Nguyên Giáp 

at his home (7 July 2005). 

  

Comrade Vũ Sơn Tiêu presents flowers to Senior General Võ Nguyên Giáp (7 

July 2005). 

 

Comrade Nguyễn Hữu Thi presenting a painting to Senior General Võ Nguyên 

Giáp (7 July 2005). 

 

Comrade Nguyễn Hữu Thi presenting a banner to Senior General Võ Nguyên 

Giáp (7 July 2005). 

 

The Meeting of 440 Battalion war veterans living and working in Thái Bình 

(2007). 

 

Major General Nguyễn Đức Huy (Head, 304
th

 Division Liaison Committee) 

reading the letter from Comrade Lê Khả Phiêu (former Political Commissar, 9
th

 

Regiment, 304
th

 Division; former General Secretary of the Communist Party of 

Vietnam) sent to 440 Battalion war veterans on the occasion of the 40
th

 

Anniversary of the Mậu Thân General Offensive (1968-2008). 

 

The stone gateway to Bàu Lâm strategic hamlet built by the Sài Gòn  

government – the site of the May 1969 ambush. 

 

Memorial complex for the 440 Battalion martyrs killed in 1969, at the Stone 

Gateway area – Bàu Lâm. 

  

Stela recording the 440 Battalion Martyrs killed in 1969, at the Stone Gateway  - 

Bàu Lâm.
292

 

 

The inauguration ceremony for the 440 Battalion Martyrs’ Memorial in Long 

Khánh (21 April 2010). 

 

440 Battalion veterans photographed at the 440 Battalion Martyrs’ Memorial in 

Long Khánh (21 April 2010). 

 

The 440 Battalion Martyrs’ Memorial in Long Khánh (21 April 2010). 

 

Writing Development Conference ((2010)) – The History of the Bà Rịa-Long 

Khánh 440 Battalion (1967-1979). 
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 Translator’s Note: See footnotes 19, 142, 245 and the discrete translation, photograph, and comments at 

Appendix 1. 
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Representatives attending the Drafting Conference for the History of the Bà Rịa- 

Long Khánh 440 Battalion (1967-1979) ((First Meeting, September 2010)). 

 

Reviewing Conference – History of the Bà Rịa-Long Khánh 440 Battalion (1967- 

1979 ((Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu Military Headquarters)).  
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III.   LIST OF THE 440 BATTALION MARTYRS
293

* 

 

Thái Bình Province 

 Kiến Xương District 

  Bình Nguyên village: 11. 

  Bình Minh village: 8. 

  Minh Tân village: 8. 

  Nam Cao village: 2. 

  Quang Bình village: 18. 

  Quang Trung village: 11. 

  Tán Thuật village: 13. 

  Bình Định village: 14. 

  Thượng Hiền village: 7. 

  Quang Minh village: 13. 

  Nam Bình village: 14. 

  Bình Thanh village: 15. 

  Trà Giang village: 2. 

  Đình Phùng village: 5. 

  An Bồi village: 9. 

  Vũ Lễ village: 3. 

  Vũ Lạc village: 6. 

                                                 
293

* This list is not yet complete. The statistics are the results of investigations up to December 2010. 

Translator’s Note: The 440 Battalion Veteran’s Association has stated that “over 700” 440 Battalion 

personnel were killed (see footnote 279). The “List of Martyrs” includes detail on 561 unit personnel ie: 

serial numbers 1-561, name, year of birth, home village, unit, appointment, and date of death. 120 of the 

martyrs – ie 21%,  are recorded as having been born in South Vietnam. It is not clear whether the cited 

“700” or the “561” are unit personnel who were killed in combat or died of combat-related wounds– or 

whether those numbers also include those who died of illness, accidents etc. In this English-language work, 

the names of each cadre and soldier on the List of Martyrs have not been included – rather, only the total 

number of martyrs from each village is shown. Five members of 440 Battalion are also included in the Long 

Điền District Martyrs’ List – ie Lê Thanh Dũng, Kỷ Yếu Liệt Sĩ Huyện Long Điền (The Summary Record 

of the Martyrs of Long Điền District), Long Điền District People’s Committee, 2011 (568 pages): 

1 Aug 70: Dương Văn Hiệp, platoon commander - D440, p.268. 

Sep 69: Trần Văn Tư, section commander - D440, p.516. 

13 Jan 75:  Nguyễn Văn Thiện, warrant officer, 3
rd

 Company - D440, p.482. 

4 Apr 69:  Nguyễn Văn Lý, company commander, 4
th

 Company - D440, p.350, 

 (b.1941, Phước Tỉnh). 

Nov 68:  Nguyễn Văn Lợi, section 2ic, 7
th

 Company - 2
nd

 Battalion BR-LK, p.341. 

 

Some members of 440 Battalion’s K9 Company - who were transferred to C3 Company of 445 Battalion in 

the second half of 1970 and were later killed in action while serving with 445 Battalion, do not appear to 

have been included in the 440 Battalion List of Martyrs. These soldiers include: Lê Thanh Khoản – killed 

on 17 March 1971 at YS 635734 – 1ATF INTSUM No.76/71, Núi Đất, 17 March 1971; and Nguyễn Văn 

Sang – killed on 9 December 1970 at YS 731694 – Annex B to 1ATF INTSUM No.343/70, Núi Đất, 9 

December 1970. Trần Danh Tròn – a platoon leader of K8 Company – killed in action by Regional Forces 

on 21 August 1971 at YS 424127, also does not appear in the List of Martyrs. 

  



138 

 

  Vũ An village: 1. 

  Vũ Trung village: 13. 

  Vũ Hòa village: 10. 

  Hồng Tiến village: 14. 

  Quang Lịch village: 7. 

  Minh Hưng village: 9. 

  Quang Hưng village: 4. 

  Vũ Quý village: 4. 

  Vũ Bình village: 1. 

  An Bình village: 2. 

  Vũ Ninh village: 4. 

  Vũ Tây village: 1. 

  Quốc Tuấn village: 1. 

   

Vũ Thư District (Thái Bình Province) 

 Vũ Đoài village: 3. 

 Việt Thuận village: 7. 

 Tự Tân village: 4. 

 Minh Quang village: 2. 

 Minh Lãng village: 8. 

 Tân Phong village: 5. 

 Vũ Tiến village: 4. 

 Song An village: 3. 

 Vũ Chính village: 8. 

  

Tiền Hải District (Thái Bình Province) 

 An Ninh village: 12. 

 Phương Công village: 10. 

 Võ Lăng village: 5. 

 Bắc Hải village: 21. 

  

 Thanh Hóa Province 

  Nông Cống District: 2. 

  Quảng Xương District: 2. 

  Bá Thước District: 25. 

  Tĩnh Gia District: 3. 

 

 Nghệ An Province: 1. 

 

 Nam Định Province 

  Giao Thủy District: 8. 

  Nghĩa Hưng District: 9 

  Hải Hậu District: 11. 

  Nam Định Province (no Districts recorded): 12. 
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 Bình Dương Province ((South Vietnam)) 

  ((no Districts recorded)): 4. 

  Tân Vạn District: 1. 

  Định Hòa District: 1. 

  Phú Chánh District: 3. 

  Bến Cát District: 3. 

 

 Quảng Ngãi Province 

  ((no Districts recorded)): 8. 

 

 Long An Province ((South Vietnam)) 

  ((no Districts recorded): 10. 

  

 Bình Định Province ((South Vietnam)) 

  ((no Districts recorded)): 5. 

 

 Đồng Nai Province (South Vietnam)) 

  Long Khánh area: 

((Various)): 12. 

   Bảo Vinh village: 3. 

   Dầu Giây village: 3. 

   Hàng Gòn village: 2. 

  Long Thành District: 2. 

  Xuân Lộc District: 5. 

  Cẩm Mỹ District: 18. 

  Biên Hòa City: 5. 

 

 Bà Rịa-Vũng Tàu Province ((South Vietnam)) 

  Châu Đức District: 2. 

   Hòa Long village: 3. 

   Long Điền village: 1. 

   Long Phước village: 4. 

   Long Sơn village: 2. 

   Đất Đỏ village: 14. 

   Xuyên Mộc: 2. 

 

 Hồ Chí Minh City ((South Vietnam)) 

  Total: 10. 

 

 Quảng Trị Province ((South Vietnam)) 

  Total: 2. 

 

 An Giang Province ((South Vietnam)) 
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  Total: 1. 

 

 Bến Tre Province ((South Vietnam)) 

  Total: 2. 

 

 Bình Thuận Province ((South Vietnam)) 

  Total: 1. 

 

 Hà Tây Province 

  Total: 1. 

 

 Hải Dương Province 

  Total: 3. 

 

 Hải Phòng City 

  Total: 4. 

 

 Tây Ninh Province ((South Vietnam)) 

  Total: 1. 

 

 Trà Vinh Province ((South Vietnam)) 

  Total: 2. 

 

 Tiền Giang Province ((South Vietnam)) 

  Total: 19. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

830 copies printed. Format: 14.5 x 20.5 cm, at the Shareholders’ Company for Promotion 

of Southern Studies. Registered number for publishing plan 18-2011/CXB/401-

110CT/QG. Publishing Decision Number 42-QD/NXBCTQG, 17 February 2011. Printing 

completed and copyright submitted February 2011. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



141 

 

D440 Battalion Memorial Complex – Long Khánh Town
294

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
294

 Translator’s Note: Not included in the D440 History (2011).  Photographs – top: Memorial building; - 

below: Australian veterans viewing the list of martyrs inscribed on stela in the memorial building. 

Photographs: M.P. Chamberlain (2 November 2012). 
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 Translator’s Note: The Addendum items listed below – drafted by the translator, were not included in the 

original Vietnamese-language edition of the D440 History (2011). 
296

 Translator’s Note: Not in Vietnamese-language edition (2011) - compiled by the translator, and 

including the colour photograph of the stela annexed in the Vietnamese-language edition. 
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Appendix 1 

Stela – Memorial Area 
297

 

 

THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 

INDEPENDENCE – FREEDOM – HAPPINESS 

 

MEMORIAL STELA 

Martyrs Sacrificed at the Stone Gate to Bàu Lâm Village in 1969 

 

01 Nguyễn Văn Bé, b. Cẩm Mỹ, Bà Rịa-Long Khánh, d. 15-2-69, Reconnaissance 

Section Commander, 440 Battalion – Bà Rịa-Long Khánh. 

02 Trần Đức Bình, b. Hòa Long, Bà Rịa-Long Khánh, d.1969, Communications 

Platoon Commander, 440 Battalion – Bà Rịa-Long Khánh. 

03 Nguyễn Đình Ga [sic], b. 1946 - Vũ Lạc, Kiến Xương, Thái Bình Province, d.15-

12-69, Reconnaissance Section, 440 Battalion – Bà Rịa-Long Khánh. 

04  Ba Kim, b. 1930 – Hải Dương Province, d. 16-02-1969, Deputy Commander – 

440 Battalion - Bà Rịa-Long Khánh. 

05 Vũ Đình Lập, b.1947 – Nghĩa Hưng, Nam Định Province, d. 15-12-69, 

Reconnaissance Section, 440 Battalion – Bà Rịa-Long Khánh. 

06 Linh, b. Bà Rịa-Long Khánh, d. ((no date)), Medic, 440 Battalion – Bà Rịa-Long 

Khánh. 

07 Nguyễn Xuân Lợi, b.1947 – Vũ Tiến, Vũ Thư, Thái Bình Province, d. 15-12-69, 

Reconnaissance Section, 440 Battalion – Bà Rịa-Long Khánh. 

08 Đỗ Văn Minh, b. Cẩm Mỹ, Bà Rịa-Long Khánh, d. 15-12-1969, Reconnaissance 

Section, 440 Battalion – Bà Rịa-Long Khánh. 

09 Vũ Văn Mưới, b.1944 – Quảng Lịch, Kiến Xương, Thái Bình Province, d. ((no 

date)), Section Commander, 5
th

 Company, 440 Battalion – Bà Rịa-Long Khánh. 

10 Nam, b. Bà Rịa-Long Khánh, d. ((no date)), Doctor, 440 Battalion – Bà Rịa-Long 

Khánh. 

11 Nhím, b. Đồng Nai Province, d. 15-02-1969, Reconnaissance Section 

Commander, 440 Battalion – Bà Rịa-Long Khánh. 

12 Hà Văn Sần, b. Bá Thước, Thanh Hóa Province, d. 16-02-1969, Reconnaissance 

Section, 440 Battalion – Bà Rịa-Long Khánh. 

13 Sỹ, b. Thừa Thiên, Huế, d. ((no date)), Body Guard, 440 Battalion – Bà Rịa-Long 

Khánh. 

14 Nguyễn Ngọc Thô, b.1938 – Vũ Chính, Vũ Thư, Thái Bình Province, d. 16-02-69, 

5
th

 Company, Bà Rịa-Long Khánh. 
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 Translator’s Note: For comments on the stela – including errors in dates, see footnote 142. A colour 

photograph of the memorial stela is between p.208 and p.209 of the Vietnamese-language edition (2011) – 

and is reproduced on the following page. Regrettably, the photograph is unclear due to reflected light. A 

translation of the text on the stela is above. 
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Appendix 2 

 

 

D440 Battalion : Reported Unit Strengths 
298

 

 

 

600 (approx) – February 1967 (as 211 Infiltration Group): USMACV CICV, D440 

NVA Infantry Battalion, op.cit., 14 July 1969. 

  

400 – July 1967: USMACV CICV, D440 NVA Infantry Battalion, op.cit., 14 July 

1969.  

 

900 – July 1967: D440 History (2011), p.96. 

 

400 – as the “Bắc Ninh Bn” – October, November 1967: Annex A to 1 ATF 

Intelligence Review No.13, Núi Đất, 1 October 1967;  Annex A to 1ATF 

Intelligence Review No.14, Núi Đất, 5 November 1967. 

 

400 – 2 December 1967: Annex A to 1 ATF Intelligence Review No.15, Núi Đất, 

2 December 1967. 

  

300 – decreased to 250, February : (after Tết Mậu Thân engagements) – US 

MACV Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACJ3-32) (K-1) - Tết 

Offensive After Action Report (31 January – 18 February 1968), Saigon, 1968.  

 

320 – late April 1968: 9
th

 US Infantry Division, Operational Report - Lessons 

Learned - to 30 April 1968, dated 21 August 1968.   

 

 265 + - May 1968: MACV Order of Battle, 1-31 May 1968, p.6, p.13 

 

 182 – 1968-1969: Captured document – CDEC Log 10-1891-69. 

 

355  (including 48 sick and wounded) – March 1969: rallier report - Appendix II 

to Annex A to 1ATF INTSUM No.84/70, Núi Đất, 25 March 1970. 

 

417 (“about 2/3 NVA”) – 13 July 1969: rallier report - 1ATF INTSUM 

No.198/69, Núi Đất, 17 July 1969. 

 

265  (“probable full TO&E strength - 440”) – 14 July 1969: USMACV CICV, 

D330 NVA Infantry Battalion, 14 July 1969.  

                                                 
298

 Translator’s Note: This summary did not appear in the 2011 Vietnamese-language D440 Battalion 

History, but has been collated by the translator from a range of sources. 
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300 (estimated) – 29 September 1969: Annex C to D440 LF Bn, HQ 1ATF, Núi 

Đất, 29 September 1969.
299

 

 

280 – October 1969: Annex A to 1ATF SUPINTREP 2/69, Núi Đất, 6 October 

1969. 

 

150 – mid-1970:  Ekins, A. with McNeill, I., Fighting to the Finish, op.cit., 2012, 

p.428 citing HQAFV – Saigon, monthly reports May and June 1970. 

 

170 – August 1970: ie after K8 (50-strong had withdrawn to “Province”). PW – 

Annex A to 1ATF INTSUM No.287/70, Núi Đất, 14 October 1970. 

 

190 (approx) – October 1970: – Annex A to 1ATF INTSUM No.287/70, Núi Đất, 

14 October 1970. 
300

 

 

 300 – June 1978: D440 History (2011), p.185. 
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 Translator’s Note: On 29 September 1969, 1ATF produced a study on 440 Battalion that included a 

“Short History Feb-Sep 69” and annexes on organisation, strengths and weapons, base camps, cover 

designators and letter box numbers, and personalities. The estimated strengths of the Battalion’s sub-units 

were cited as: C10 Company – 70 (which included “Bn HQ, Sapper/Recce Pl, Sig Pl, Medical Pl which is 

split among the coys”); C5 Company – 55; C6 Company – 50; C8 Company – 47; C9 Company – 50). The 

Battalion’s total strength was assessed as 300 – and the names (mostly “aka”) of 45 cadre and 61 soldiers 

were listed. Weapons were estimated as: 153 AK-47s, seven RPD machine-guns, one .30 cal machine-gun, 

two GOR heavy machine-guns ((probably the 7.62mm SG-43/SGM  Goryunov)), two 12.7mm machine-

guns, 21 K-54 pistols, one M-79 grenade launcher, 19 RPG-2, three RPG-7, three 60mm mortars, one 

75mm RCL, four PRC-10 VHF radios, two PRC-25 VHF radios, and five telephones. - de Cure, P.F. Major, 

D440 LF Battalion, HQ 1ATF – Núi Đất, 29 September 1969.    
300

 Translator’s Note: 1 ATF reported that in September 1970, a “new” 3
rd

 Company of 445 Battalion was 

created by the integration of 440 Battalion’s K9 Company (all North Vietnamese) - together with some 

members of other 440 Battalion companies, into 445 Battalion. – Annex A to 1 ATF INTSUM No.17/71, 

Núi Đất, 17 January 1971. Earlier, in September 1970, 1ATF had been told by PWs and ralliers that K8 

Company was planned to join D445 as a replacement for C3 Company of D445 - 1ATF INTSUM 

No.263/70, Núi Đất, 19 September 1970. 
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Appendix 3 
 

D440 Battalion:  Organisation – late 1970
301
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 Translator’s Note: Not in the 2011 Vietnamese-language D440 Battalion History. The source is: 

Director of Military Training, Background Paper to the Viet Cong Military Region 7, Training Information 

Letter 14/70 (Notice 4), Canberra, November 1970, p.4-13. The three platoons of the C8 Heavy Weapons 

Company are – left to right: Recoilless (RCL) Rifle Platoon, Mortar (medium) Platoon, and Heavy 

Machine-gun Platoon. The platoons of C10 Headquarters Company are – left to right: Medical Platoon, 

Sapper/Reconnaissance Platoon, Signals Platoon, and Rear Services Platoon.  
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Appendix  4 

 

Battle of Bình Ba: NVA/VC Deployments 
302
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 Translator’s Note: See pp.61-69 for the involvement of both 440 Battalion and the 33
rd

 NVA Regiment 

in the Battle of Bình Ba. 
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Appendix  5 

 

Long Khánh and Bình Tuy Provinces
303
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 Translator’s Note: For data on Long Khánh Province, see footnote 8. 
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Appendix  6 

 

 

Military Region (MR) 3/III Corps Tactical Zone (CTZ)
304

   

Republic of Vietnam 
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 In July 1970, each of the four Corps Tactical Zones (CTZ) became a Military Region - Presidential 

Decree 614b-TT/SL, Military Repartition of the National Territory, Saigon, 1 July 1970. 
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Bọt, Comrade – p.80, f.203. 

Bù Đốp – p.121. 

Buddha’s Birthday 1969 – f.142. 

Bùi Quang Chánh – f.37. 

Bùi Văn Hải – f.203. 

Bưng Bạc – p.15. 

Bưng Lùng Stream – p.90. 

Bưng Riềng – p.26. 

Buôn Ma Thuột – see Ban Mê Thuột. 

C20 – p.21, f.133, 243. 

C21 – p.21. 

C22 Special Guard – p.119. 

C25 – p.21, 58, 111, f.135, 194, 200, 

211, 243. 

C29 Company – f.243. 

C30 Company – f.243. 

C34 – p.105, 111, f.133. 

C36 Sapper Company – p.89, f. 188, 

204, 210, 228. 

C41 – p.21, 108, 109, 111, f.133, 140, 

149, 170, 171, 208, 243, 256, 263. 

C51 – p.23. 

C195 – f.160, 162, 166. 

C203 (Xuân Lộc) – f.46, 50, 243. 

C300 – f.133. 

C400 – f.133. 

C610 Company – f.243. 

Cẩm Đường, hamlet – p.29, 110. 

Cẩm Mỹ - p.10, 33, 44, 46-47, 88, 94-

96, 101, 110, 125, 126, 128, 139, 145, 

f.42, 94, 99, 257. 

Campaign Headquarters 1969 – p.63, 

64, 67, f.150. 
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Campaign Headquarters 1975 – p.104, 

108. 

Cao Su – p.37, 44, 58, 87, 88, 89, 95-97, 

99, 100, 104-110, 124, f.71, 131, 210, 

211, 243. 

Cao Văn Sĩ – f.190, 192. 

Catholics – f.200. 

Cầu Giây – f.137. 

Cầu Hai – p.101. 

Cầu Trọng – p.59, f.139. 

Cây Vừng –  p.47. 

CDEC – Preface p.2. 

Ceasefire, New Year 1969 – f.142. 

Central Highlands – p.15, 35, f.2, 21, 

116.  

Certificates of Commendation – p.125, 

f.89, 110. 

Chanh, Comrade – f.203. 

Châu Đức District – p.14, 19, 22, 56, 

63, 68, 72, 74, 100, 105, 108-109, 111, 

114, 126, 139, 160, f.42, 48, 53, 80, 121, 

131, 133, 140, 161, 166, 171, 199, 208. 

Châu Lạc – p.61, 71, 129, f.147. 

Châu Ngọc Ần – p.111. 

Châu Pha – p.19, 20, 76, 82. 

Châu Ro – p.14, f.17. 

Châu, Comrade (C41) – f.256.  

Chemical warfare, gas – p.52, 57, 85, 

116. 

Chiến, Comrade – p.50. 

Chiêu Hồi (Open Arms) – p.72, 74, 

f.186, 187. 

Chín Giỏi – f.83. 

Chín Lê – see Lê Đình Nhơn. 

Chinese forces – f.277. 

Chứa Chan Mountain – p.104, 108, 

116, f.272. 

CIA – p.39, 124, f.171. 

Civil Defence Force – f.32, 33. 

CKC rifle – f.47.  

Cluster bombs – p.57, 85, 108. 

Cỏ May Bridge – p.110, 111. 

Collection points – f.177. 

Commandos (biệt kích) – p.62, 70, 71, 

76, 90, 96, f.148, 176, 212. 

Communist Party of Vietnam – p.16, 

f.4.  

Con Chim Hill – p.10, 45, 46 (map), 

126, 128. 

Con Rắn Mountain – p.95. 

Conflict, Divisiveness NVA v VC – 

f.204, 233.  

Công, Comrade – p.112. 

Contents – p.5. 

COSVN – f.4, p.23, 29-36, 38, 45, 48, 

53, 72, 86-88, 94, 96, 98, 100, 102, 106, 

113, 116, 124, 126, f.20, 21, 50, 42, 46, 

54, 71, 136, 140 , 220. 

COSVN Resolution 9 – f.187. 

Cover-name – f.10. 

Cửa Lấp River – p.14, 111. 

Cường, Comrade – f.81. 

D2 (D440) – p.46, 134, 137, 210. 

D440, casualties – f.46, 279, 293. 

D440, communications – f.54, 137, 210. 

D440, dispersal – p.124. 129, f.209, 

210, 226. 

D440, History Group – p.134. 

D440, morale – f.209. 

D440, re-established – p.111. 

D440, reports – f.137. 

D440, strength – Appendix 2. 

D440, US ORBAT – f.94, f.243.  

D440, title, heritage day – f.55. 

D445 Battalion – f.9, p.21, f.37, 50, 51, 

58, 76, 83, 85, 95, 99, 194, 204, 213, 

227, 258, 262. 

D445, dispersal – f.226. 

Da Quy – f.29. 

Đá Vang – p.133. 

Đặng Hữu Thuấn – p.28, 35, 37, f.44. 

Đặng Ngọc Sĩ – p.104, f.250. 

Đặng Quang Long – p.87. 

Đặng Văn Hơi – f.210. 

Đào Công Hiệu – p.89. 

Đào Ngọc Hòa – pp.132-133. 
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Đập Thầu – p.77. 

Đất Đỏ - p. 8, 14, 17, 48, 77, 79, 111, 

126, f.35, 49. 

Dầu Giây – p.108, 125, f.137. 

Democratic Kampuchea – f.275. 

DH-10, mine – p.94, 95, 96. 

Điểu, Comrade – p.80. 

Định Quán – f.8, p.8, 10, 26, 28, 35, 37, 

40, 51, 88, 94, 95, 113, 114, 119, 123. 

Đinh Văn Rằng – p.27, 93. 

Discrimination, VC v NVA – f.233. 

Đỗ Thành Vượng – p.134. 

Đỗ Văn Chương (Ba Liên) – p.28, 35.  

Đỗ Văn Minh – f.142, p.145. 

Đoàn (Group) 10 – f.193. 

Đoàn 45 – see 5
th

 (275) VC Regiment. 

Đoàn 94 - see 4
th

 (274) VC Regiment. 

Đoàn Minh Châu – p.111. 

Độc Lập District – p.114. 

Đồng Nai Province – p.4, 8, 40, 114, 

117-125. 

Đồng Tâm – p.95. 

Đức Mỹ, hamlet – p.63, 129, f.163, 202. 

Đức Thạnh District – p.17, 75, 90, 95, 

110, 111, 126, 128, f.42, 162, 191, 261, 

266. 

Đức Tu – p.115. 

Đường Cùng – p.29, 71, 75, 84, 110, 

124, f.209. 

Dương Văn Đông (Ba Bộ) – p.38. 

Dương Văn Hiệp – f.293. 

Duyên Hải – p.87, 118.  

Eastern Nam Bộ Region – f.2, pp.13-

14, 16, 35, 94, 100. 

Engineer Company – p.32, 43, 46, 75, 

127, f.65. 

Entry/Exit Points – f.177. 

Finance, taxes – p.26, 86, f.52. 

Five tonnes – p.69, 129, f.173. 

Food, scarcity, hunger – p.57, 70, 71, 

72, 80, 86, 90, 115, 127, f.102, 129, 131, 

178, 179, 199, 202, 211. 

FULRO – pp.118-119. 

Gia Kiệm – p.108, 124, 125. 

Gia Măng Stream – p.94. 

Gia Ray – p.10, 36, 44, 49, 126, 133, 

f.108-110, 187, 206, 251. 

Grenade, RKG – f.82, 217. 

Group 211 – p.3, 8, 24, 26, 123. 

Guerrillas, A & B – p.44, f.39. 

H Base – p.93. 

H.20 Base – p.116.  

Hà Anh Tịnh – p.132. 

Hà Minh Quyền – f.209. 

Hà Tây Province – p.140. 

Hà Văn Sần – p.146. 

Hắc Dịch – f.18, p.14, 17, 19, 20, 70, 76, 

82, 99, f.147, 256, 267. 

Hai Ba – f.137. 

Hai Bỉ - f.188. 

Hai Bình – f.137. 

Hải Dương Province – p.140, 145.  

Hai Hà – see Phan Thanh Hà. 

Hai Hà, Province cadre – f.141. 

Hai Linh – f.52. 

Hai Lộ, Comrade – p.132. 

Hai Lực – see Nguyễn Ngọc Tân. 

Hai Lực, MR 7 – f.187. 

Hai Ngọ - see Trương Quang Ngọ. 

Hải Phòng City – p.140. 

Hai Quang - see Nguyễn Văn Quang. 

Hải Râu – p.27. 

Hai Thi – see Nguyễn Hữu Thi. 

Hai Tình – see Lương Văn Tình. 

Hải, Comrade – f.203. 

Hàng Gòn – p.88, 96, 99, 106, 110, 139. 

Hill 52 – pp.104-105. 

Hồ Chí Minh Campaign – p.94, 113. 

Hồ Chí Minh City – p.13, 14, 118, 139, 

f.271. 

Hồ Chí Minh Trail – p.88, f.1. 

Hồ Chí Minh, death of – pp.73-74. 

Hố Nai – p.115, 121. 

Hồ Tràm – f.269. 

Hoa Bình Province – f.286. 

Hòa Con, Comrade – p.85. 
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Hòa Lạc – p.132. 

Hòa Long – p.10, 14, 56, 63, 68, 71, 

111, 126, 128, 140, f.84, 121, 128, 140. 

Hòa Long, history – p.157.  

Hoài Đức – f.249, 251. 

Hoàng Cầm, Major General – p.107. 

Hoàng Diệu – p.39, 40, 116, f.89, 108, 

110. 

Hoàng (Văn) Khuê – p.122, 134, f.203. 

Hoàng Ngọc Mân – p.41, p134. 

Hoàng Quốc Việt – p.134. 

Hồi Chánh (ralliers) – p.74, f.40, 185, 

190, 209. 

Hội Mỹ, village – p.20, f.35, 137, 140. 

Homesickness, NVA – f.210, 233. 

Hồng Kỳ Nam – f.78, 206. 

Hồng Tam Nam – f.204. 

Horseshoe – f.29, 32, 34, 213. 

Hưng Lộc – p.108. 

Hung Tam – f.204. 

Hưng, Comrade – f.203. 

Huỳnh Văn Sinh (Mười Sinh) – p.70, 

72, 81, 131, f.201, 205. 

Ieng Sary – f.275. 

Infiltration – f.47, 65, 50, 61, 223, 248. 

Iron Triangle – p.72, 74. 

K Base Area – f.147, 208, 209. 

K8 Company (D440) – p.58, 82, 88, 90, 

91, 92, 95, 101, 103, 104, 107, 124, 148, 

f.195, 211, 213, 219, 293. 

Khánh, Major ARVN – p.96.   

Khiếu Hữu Tưởng – p.122. 

Khmer Rouge – f.275. 

Khôi, Comrade – f.203. 

Khóm – f.268. 

Khuê, Comrade – f.203. 

Kiên Giang Province – f.275. 

Kiến Xương – p.129. 

Kim Long – p.19, 71, 75, 84, 100, 125, 

f.42, 230. 

Koh Tia, island – f.275. 

Korean forces – p.79, f.84. 

Kỷ Dậu (Tết 1969) – p.51, 132, f.119, 

121, 288. 

L-19 aircraft – f.122. 

La Ngà – p.50, 112, 121, f.272. 

Labourers – p.44, 117, 129, f.131, 169. 

Lâm Bưu – p.27, 39, 47. 

Lambretta – p.80, 96. 

Láng Dài – p.77, 103. 

Láng Lớn – p.99, 126. 

Lang Minh, village – pp.93-94. 

Lê Đình Nhơn (Chín Lê) – p.23, 28, 35, 

37, 73, 87. 

Lê Đức Sỏi – p.34, 78, 132, 134. 

Lê Khả Phiêu – p.4, 135. 

Lê Kỳ Tới – p.102. 

Lê Minh Đảo, ARVN Brig – p.107. 

Lê Minh Hà – p.106. 

Lê Minh Nguyện – p.95. 

Lê Quang Chữ - p.117. 

Lê Sắc Nghi – p.37. 

Lê Thị Nga - f.171 

Lê Thông Thuật – p.32. 

Lê Van Kiêm – f.89. 

Lê Văn Ngọc, Colonel – p.100, 117. 

Lê Văn Nhanh – f.162, 167, 169, 172, 

192, 282.  

Lê Văn Việt – p.80. 

Letter Box Numbers (LBN) – f.48, 

192, 210, 299. 

Letters of Appreciation – f.89, 110, 

142. 

Light Fire Team – f.149. 

Limited Warfare – p.8, 16, 17, 52. 

Linh, medic – p.145. 

List, Martyrs – f.98, 111, 291, p.141. 

Lò Gốm – f.35. 

Lò Than – p.75 

Lò Than Mountain – f.254. 

Lộc An – p.18, 20, 79, f.140, 172. 

Long An Province – p.139. 

Long-Bà-Biên Province – p.15, 23. 
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Long Bình – p.36, 40, f.123, 175, 230, 

261. 

Long Đất District (VC) – p.19, 21, 35, 

55, 56, 58, 76-78, 80-81, 86-87, 95, 103, 

111, 114, 117, 132, 133, 161, f.131, 212, 

215, 221, 226, 246, 252. 

Long Điền – p.8, 14, 17, 20, 48, 111, 

139, f.66. 

Long Điền Martyrs – p.64, f.293. 

Long Giao – p.19, 50, 125. 

Long Hải – p.17, 97, 121, f.14, 127, 

208, 214, 216, 266. 

Long Hải Mountains – see Minh Đạm. 

Long Hương, hamlet – p.81. 

Long Khánh – p.8, 10, 13, 15, 18, f.30, 

p.21, 23, 24, 26, 35, 36, 37, 48, 81, 88, 

108-110, 114, 116, 117, 134-136, 139, 

153 (map), g.248, 249. 

Long Khánh Campaign – f.150. 

Long Khánh Town – p.37, 39-44, 50, 

87, 95, 101, 106, 109, 110, 111, 141. 

Long Lễ District – p.17, 54, 56, 63, 110, 

f.121.  

Long Tân – p.14, 20, 21, 83.  

Long Tân, Battle – f.45, 231, 276. 

Long Thành District – p.32, 36, 45, 76, 

87, 94, 95, 117, 139, f.18, 24, 31, 48, 62, 

140, 172, 181, 182. 

Lương Ngọc Căn – p.39. 

Lương Văn Cao (Bảy Cao) – p.111, 

f.256. 

Lương Văn Tình (Hai Tình) – p.26, 38, 

39, 131, f.52, 117. 

M79 – p.97, 101, 102, f.104, 242. 

Mail – f.210. 

Main Force (VC) – p.8, f.9, 63, 224. 

Malaria – Preface p.2, f.47. 

Mao Zedong – f.284. 

Marching Song (D440) – pp.10-11.  

Martyrs’ List – see List of Martyrs. 

Mây Tào Mountains – p.13, 229, 88. 

Medals – p.125, f.89. 

 

Medical, Medicine– p.24, 50, 57, 70, 

80, 84, 129, 160, 164, f.53, 115, 142, 

192, 206, 299, 301,  

Memorial, 440 Battalion – p.135, 141, 

f.279. 

Memorial Stela, 440 Battalion - Bàu 

Lâm – Appendix 1, pp.145-146. 

Memorial, 33
rd

 Regiment – f.163, 167. 

Midway, Conference – f.140. 

Military Management Committee – 

p.117. 

Military Region 3 – p.49, p.155 (map), 

f.79, 87, 240. 

Military Region 7 – p.49, 53, 87, 104, 

107, 117, 118, 121, f.2m 44, 84, 100, 

107, 150, 160, 162, 187, 246, 250. 

Minefield – p.20, f.35. 

Mines, DH-10 – p.94, 95, 96. 

Mines, M.16-E3 – p.20. 

Minh Đạm (Long Hải) Mountains – 

p.10, 13, 19, 20, 48, 55, 57, 83, 84, 85, 

126, 133, f.14, 40, 84, 214, 216. 

Mobile (Mike) Strike Force – f.127. 

Mười Nhan - see Võ Văn Nhan. 

Mười Sinh – see Huỳnh Văn Sinh. 

Mười Sinh – see Tạ Hồng Sinh. 

Mười Thà – see Nguyễn Việt Hoa. 

Mường, ethnic group – p.41, 129, 

f.286. 

Nam Bộ - f.2, p.16, 17, 35, f.21, 59, 80. 

Năm Căn – p.71. 

Năm Cư – p.40. 

Nam Định Province – p.122, 128, 130, 

138, f.52. 

Nam Hà strategic hamlet – p.101. 

Năm Lê – see Trần Sơn Tiêu. 

Năm Mỹ, Comrade – p.150. 

National Front for the Liberation of 

South Vietnam (NLF) – p.34, 36, 41, 

51, 96, 124, f.4, 102, 222. 

National Police Field Force (NPFF) – 

p.19, 37, 52, 102, f.34, 104, 215. 



8 

 

New Zealand (NZ) forces – p.18, 19, 

36-37, 114, f.84, 138, 149, 151, 160, 

179, 208, 231. 

Nghệ An Province – p.138. 

Nghệ Tĩnh Soviet – f.173. 

Ngô Văn Minh – f.198. 

Ngọc, Comrade –  p.43. 

Nguyễn Đăng Mai – p.104, 117. 

Nguyễn Đình Gia [sic] - p.145. 

Nguyễn Đức Huy, Maj Gen – p.135.  

Nguyễn Đức Sỏi – see Le Đức Sỏi. 

Nguyễn Đức Thu – p.181. 

Nguyễn Dương – f.89. 

Nguyễn Duy Hồng – f.198. 

Nguyễn Hoàng Mai – f.149, 171. 

Nguyễn Hồng Châu (Tư Châu) – p.27, 

39, 41, 47, 89, 131, 134. 

Nguyễn Huệ - f.59, 280. 

Nguyễn Huệ Campaign, 1972 – p.95, 

f.87, 240.   

Nguyễn Hùng Tâm – p.27, 39, 69, 78, 

89, 109, 131. 

Nguyen Hữu Kiên – f.111. 

Nguyễn Hữu Thi (Hai Thi) – p.27, 53, 

70, 89, 131, 134, 135, f.48, 52, 89.  

Nguyễn Long Ngưu – p.101. 

Nguyễn Nam Hừng – f.42, p.161. 

Nguyễn Ngọc Tân (Hai Lực) – p.35, 

145. 

Nguyễn Ngọc Thô – p.145. 

Nguyễn Sơn Hà (C41) – f.256. 

Nguyễn Thanh Cần – f.142, 210. 

Nguyễn Thanh Đăng – f.53. 

Nguyễn Thanh Văn – f.203. 

Nguyễn Thị Mỹ– f.171. 

Nguyễn Thị Thiên – f.161. 

Nguyễn Thị Thu – f.171.  

Nguyễn Trọng Cát (Ba Đắc) – f.222, 

p.35. 

Nguyễn Văn Bảo – p.70, 73, 78, 122, 

131, 134. 

Nguyễn Văn Bé – f.145.  

Nguyễn Văn Bé (Bé Giò) – p.27, 39, 55, 

145 (?), f.53, 89. 

Nguyễn Văn Bỉ - f.188. 

Nguyễn Văn Bứa – p.100. 

Nguyễn Văn Đang – f.53. 

Nguyễn Văn Đồng (Tư Nghĩa) – f.84. 

Nguyễn Văn Giàu – p.111. 

Nguyễn Văn Hưng – f.203. 

Nguyễn Văn Khéo – p.111, 131. 

Nguyễn Văn Ky – f.197. 

Nguyễn Văn Lợi – f.293. 

Nguyễn Văn Lý – f.293. 

Nguyễn Văn Ngà (Sáu Ngà) – p.104. 

Nguyễn Văn Nghĩa – p.127, 134. 

Nguyễn Văn Quang (Hai Quang - 

Quang Hổ) – p.27, 70, 131, 134. 

Nguyễn Văn Quý – p.111. 

Nguyễn Văn Siêu – p.104.  

Nguyễn Văn Tấn – p.32. 

Nguyễn Văn Thiện – f.293. 

Nguyễn Văn Thiệu, President – p.97, 

f.101, 140. 

Nguyễn Văn Tiến – p.70, 131, f.154. 

Nguyễn Văn Tiền – f.198. 

Nguyễn Văn Trị - p.111, 131. 

Nguyễn Văn Trung – p.104, 117. 

Nguyễn Văn Tuân – pp.101-102. 

Nguyễn Việt Hoa (Mười Thà) – p.117, 

f.193. 

Nguyễn Xuân Hiền – p.122. 

Nguyễn Xuân Lợi – p.145. 

Nhơn Trạch – p.36, 76, 87, 95, f.67. 

Như Xuân District – p.24, 123, f.47.  

Nicknames/Aliases/Pseudonyms – f.10, 

102, 122. 

Nixon, President – p.52, f.114, 140, 

187. 

Nọ, Comrade – p.62. 

Núi Đất – p.18, 65, f.30, 44, 54, 122, 

154, 162, 163, 171, 234. 

Núi Dinh Mountains – p.13, 70, 72, 81, 

f.80, 84. 

Núi Thị - p.97, 107. 
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Núi Thị Vải Mountains – p.57, f.18, 24. 

Nước Đục – p.51. 

Nước Trọng – p.32. 

NVA/VC unit nomenclatures – Preface 

f.2. 

O-2 Cessna aircraft – f.288. 

Ông Đồn – p.104, 125, 126. 

Ông Quế - p.47, 88, 99, 105, 125, f.253, 

254. 

Open Arms Programme – f.186. 

Operation Abilene – f.42. 

Operation Lavarack – f.138, 149, 168. 

Paris Conference, Agreement – p.52, 

96, 97, 99,126, f.115, 241. 

People’s Committee – p.117, f.293. 

People’s Restoration Militia – p.119-

120. 

People’s Revolutionary Councils – 

f.271. 

People’s Revolutionary Party – f.4. 

People’s Self-Defence Force (PSDF) – 

p.37, 56, 63, 88, 97, 98, f.215. 

People’s Self-Determination Front – 

p.119. 

Phạm Lạc (Tư Lạc) – p.107. 

Phạm Thanh Mừng – p.134. 

Phạm Văn Còn, Captain – f.257. 

Phạm Văn Hy (Tư Hy) – p.35, 37, 73, 

95, 100, 106, 118, f.80, 205, 222, 264. 

Phạm Văn Phúc, ARVN – f.263.  

Phạm Xuân Còn – f.257. 

Phan Rang – p.108, 124. 

Phan Thanh Bình – p.111, 122, 131. 

Phan Thanh Hà (Hai Hà) – p.39, 53, 

61, 69, 80, 131, 132, 134, f.141, 204. 

Pheonix Program – see Phượng 

Hoàng. 

Phnom Penh – f.275. 

Phú Quốc, island – f.275.  

Phùng Như Ý (Ba Ý) – p.27, 39, 53, 70, 

131, 134. 

Phước Biên Special Zone – p.17. 

Phước Binh – f.249. 

Phước Bửu – f.245. 

Phước Hải – p.18, 20, f.35, 137. 

Phước Hòa – p.20, f.65. 

Phước Hòa Long – p.76, f.195. 

Phước Lễ (Bà Rịa Town) – p.17. 

Phước Lợi – p.49, f.137. 

Phước Long – f.47, 249. 

Phước Thái – p.71, 82, f.182. 

Phước Thạnh – f.137. 

Phước Tỉnh – p.111, f.293. 

Phước Tuy – p.17, 18, 76, 98, 110, 111, 

112, Rear Cover (map), f.18, 32, 39, 42, 

71, 73, 79, 91, 147, 162185, 234, 243, 

270. 

Phượng Hoàng Program – p.48, f.102. 

Plei Me – f.116. 

Pol Pot – p.120, 121, 125, f.275. 

Popular Forces (PF) – f.32, 33, p.37, 

51, 59, 71, 97, 99, f.166, 215. 

Population figures – p.114, 117, f.8, 17, 

131, 154, 193, 286.  

Province Engineer Company – p.43, 

46, 127, f.283. 

Province Reconnaissance Company – 

p.92. 

Province Unit – p.23, 26, 28, 30,31, 32, 

33, 35, 36, 37, 47, 48, 53, 56, 58-60, 68-

70, 80-82, 86, 89-95, 98, 100-111, 117-

123, 128, 133, f.80, 128, 129, 243. 

Provisional Revolutionary 

Government (PRG) – f.140, 187. 

Q764 – see 4
th

 (274) VC Regiment. 

Quách Thái Sơn – p.64, f.158, 159. 

Quảng Bình – p.116. 

Quảng Đức - f.23, 59. 

Quang Minh – p.108, 137, 263. 

Quảng Ngãi Province – p.139. 

Quảng Trị Province – f.240. 

Quang Trung – p.4, 30, 124, 137. 

Quang, Comrade – p.112. 

Radios – p.27, 51, 74, 77, 102, 104, f.54, 

80, 84, 137, 192, 237, 299. 

Railway – p.15. 
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Ralliers – f.48, 186, 190, 211, 282, 300. 

Rations – f.129, 178, 211. 

Reactionary Forces, 1975 – p.117.  

Recoilless Rifle (RCL) – p.24, 45, 50, 

67, f.64, 165. 

Re-education Camps – pp.116-119, 

f.269. 

Regional Forces (RF) – f.32, 33, p.36, 

37, 45, 107, f.118, 195, 215. 

Regional Forces, Group – f.215. 

Revolutionary Labour Force – f.116. 

Rice – p.10, 14, 24, 57, 69, 70, 71, 80, 

82, 86, 129, f.65, 77, 118, 129, 130, 131, 

137, 173, 178, 199, 202, 206, 285. 

Rice-hulling Mill Base – f.77. 

Rockets, NVA/VC – f.57, 109, 140, 

160, 162, 166, 171. 

Route 1 – p.13, 15, 32, 44, 92, 95, 103, 

108, 118, 124, 125, 126, f.118, 254. 

Route 2 (56) – p.13, 14, 17, 19, 29, 32, 

33, 57, 64, 88, 95, 100, 109. 

Route 2 Campaign, March 1974 – 

 f.246. 

Route 10 – p.109. 

Route 15 (51) – p.13, 20, 32, 79, 95, 96, 

109, f.18, 84, 181, 265, 267. 

Route 20 – p.15, 44, 88, 119. 

Route 23 (55) – p.13, 14, 17, 59, 76, 83, 

103. 

Route 56 – p.13, 126. 

Route 328 – f.19, 1139, 142, 143, 146, 

148. 

Route 333 – f.251. 

Rừng Ba Cụm base – p.77, f.197. 

Rừng Giồng – p.79. 

Rừng Lá – p.29, 95, 116, f.270. 

Rừng Sác – f.193, p.76, 79, 126, f.65, 

243. 

Rural Development Cadre – f.91, p.71, 

79, 98, f.40, 103, 140. 

Sappers – f.38, p.22, 24, 84, 95, 101, 

f.1, 188, 193, 228. 

Sau Ac – f.270. 

Sáu Chánh – see Bùi Quang Chánh. 

Sáu Cut – f.128.  

Sáu Hổ - p.28. 

Sáu Lùn – p.38. 

Sáu Ngà - see Nguyễn Văn Ngà. 

Sáu Phượng – p.50. 

Sáu Việt – f.137. 

Seasons – f.183. 

Secret Self-Defence Forces, VC – f.39. 

Self-Defence Corps – f.32. 

Self-Defence Forces, VC – f.39.   

Signals intelligence, VC – f.237. 

Signals intelligence, 1ATF – f.140, 165, 

172. 

Sinh, Comrade – f.203. 

Slope 30 – f.149. 

Sở Bông – p.133 

Sông Bé Province – p.118. 

Sông Cầu, hamlet – p.63, f.154. 

Song, marching D440 – pp.10-11. 

Sông Ray River – p.35, 77, 91, 93, f.59, 

139. 

Sông Soài/Xoài River – p.70, 78, f.208, 

231. 

South-Western Border – p.117, 125.  

Special Air Service (SAS) – f.176. 

Special Action Units – p.21, 44, 57, 58, 

95, 100, 104, 134, f.243. 

Special Sector – p.45, 46, 47, 126, 128. 

Special Task Regiment – p.119 

Special Warfare – p.16. 

Summer of Flames (1972) – p.89. 

Suối (Stream) Cát – p.50, 88, 95, 103, 

107, f.206. 

Suối Chôn – p.40, 44, 48. 

Suối Lúc – p.47. 

Suối Lúp – p.68, 76. 

Suối Nghệ - p.33, f.153, 163. 

Suối Nhái – p.94. 

Suối Nho village – p.26. 

Suối Râm – f.30, p.10, 32, 33, 36, 40, 

43, 45, 50, 51, 75, 90, 95, 106, 109, 127, 

f.270. 
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Suối Rau/Rao – p.18, 21, f.208. 

Suối Rết – p.26, 123, 133. 

Suối Sâu – p.73. 

Suối Thề - p.35, 47, 48, 86. 

Suối Tre – p.44, 108, 124. 

Suối Vọng – p.51, 93. 

Supplies – p.45, 126, 129, f.129, 177, 

178, 179, 211. 

Sweeping operation – f.27, p.19, 32, 48, 

57, 70, 76, 83, 93, f.152. 

Sỹ, Comrade -  

T345, camp – f.270. 

Tạ Hồng Sinh (Mười Sinh) – p.104, 

f.137, 205. 

Tạ Hữu Tuất – p.203. 

Tầm Bó, Battle – p.22, f.42 

Tầm Bung, hamlet – p.26, 123. 

Tâm, Comrade – p.62. 

Tân Biên – p.121. 

Tân Lập – p.40, 88, 105, 121. 

Tân Phong – p.110, 138. 

Tân Phú – p.102, 114, 117, 120, 124.  

Tân Phú Company – p.124. 

Tân Thành – p.14, 19. 

Tân Việt Nam – p.71. 

Tánh Linh District – p.92, f.249. 

Tanks, Centurion, 1ATF – pp.65-68, 

77, 78, 85, 86, 133. 

Tanks, NVA/VC – f.87. 

Tanks, US – p.19, 41-43, 45, 46, 50. 

Tây Ninh Province – p.118, 121, 140, 

f.100, 116136, 140. 

Technical sources – f.84. 

Tết 1968 – see Tết Mậu Thân. 

Tết 1969 (Kỷ Dậu) – see below. 

Tết Kỷ Dậu attack, 1969 – p.51, pp.54-

56. 

Tết Kỷ Sửu – f.119. 

Tết Mậu Thân Offensive, 1968 – p.24, 

Phase 1: pp.31-45, Phase 2: pp.45-52. 

TH6, camp – f.269. 

Thai Armed Forces – p.19, 32, 36, 78, 

f.67, 140, 172.   

Thái Bình Province – p.3, 8, 41, 69, 

122, 129, 135, 137-138, f.46, 65. 

Thanh, Comrade – p.27.  

Thanh Hóa – Preface, p.24, 41, 122, 

123, 138, f.47, 65. 

Thanh Sơn – p.108, 124. 

Thành, Comrade – p.50. 

Thổ Cho, island – f.275. 

Thống Nhất – pp.117-119. 

Three-pronged attack – f.72, p.48, 53, 

54, 56, 99. 

Three spearhead attack – see above. 

Thủ Dầu Một – p.102. 

Thủ Đức – p.87. 

Thư Trì District – p.129. 

Thu, Comrade – p.47. 

Thừa Tích, ambush – f.138, 142, 143. 

Thừa Tích, village – f.19, 245, 269. 

Thùy, Comrade – p.85. 

Tiền Giang Province – p.140. 

 Tiền Hải District – p.129, 138. 

Tô Thị Nâu (Ba Hoàng, Minh Hoàng) 

– f.84. 

Trà Vinh Province – p.140. 

Trác, Comrade – p.133. 

Trần Công Khánh – p.81. 

Trần Danh Tron – f.232, 293. 

Trần Đình Tản – p.122. 

Trần Đức Bình – p.145.  

Trần Duy Hồng – f.198. 

Trần Sơn Tiêu (Năm Lê) – p.87. 

Trần Văn Chiến (C41) – p.171. 

Trần Văn Diên – f.198. 

Trần Văn Điền – p.122. 

Trần Văn Khồi – f.48, 203. 

Trần Văn Ngọc (C41) – f.256. 

Trần Văn Nguyên – f.206. 

Trần Văn Tư – f.293. 

Trảng Bom – p.36, 108, 112. 

Tre Base Area – p.61, 76, 147, 149, 

172. 

Triệu Kim Sơn – p.63. 

Trung Bộ - p.35, f.22, 59. 
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Trung Lương – p.88. 

Trương Đình Vọng – p.41, 133. 

Trương Quang Ngọ (Hai Ngọ) – p.27, 

39, 53, 60, 70, 86, 131, 134, f.89. 

Trương Re – f.209. 

Trương Văn Nói – p.89, f.89. 

Tư Châu – see Nguyễn Hồng Châu. 

Tư Đoàn, Comrade – p.132. 

Tư Hy – see Phạm Văn Hy. 

Tư Lạc – see Phạm Lạc. 

Tư Lôi, Comrade – p.55. 

Tư Nghĩa – see Nguyễn Văn Đồng. 

Tư Nhu – p.27, 131. 

Tư Quý – p.27, 28. 

Tư Sáng – f.239. 

Tư Tiền – f.198, 204. 

Tự, Comrade – p.112. 

Tuất, Comrade – f.203. 

Túc Trưng – p.94, 125, 126, 129, 132. 

United Command Committees – p.121. 

US forces in Phước Tuy/Long Khánh 

Provinces – f.30, 175, 230. 

Út Đặng – see Đặng Hữu Thuấn. 

Út Lan Base – p.78. 

Vạn Kiếp – p.97, f.234, 267. 

Văn, Comrade – f.203. 

Vĩ Văn Bột – f.203. 

Victory Statue (Long Khánh) – p.134. 

Việt Cộng Infrastructure – f.10, p.132, 

f.7, 186, 201. 

Việt Cộng, district boundaries (map) – 

back cover. 

Việt Cộng, pejorative – Preface f.3, 

f.125, p.40, 56, 71. 

Vietnam Center and Archive (VCAT) 

– Preface p.2. 

Vietnam Workers’ Party – f.4. 

Vietnamization – p.52, f.187. 

Vĩnh An – p.121. 

Vĩnh Cửu – p.117. 

Võ Nguyên Giáp, General – p.135. 

Võ Thị Sáu – p.25, 69. 

Võ Văn Nhan (Mười Nhan) – p.27, 

131. 

Võ Văn Ny (C41) – f.256. 

Võ Xu – f.251. 

Vũ Đặng – f.42. 

Vũ Đình Lập – p.145. 

Vũ Ngọc Bốn – p.122. 

Vũ Sơn Tiêu – p.134, 135. 

Vũ Thư District – p.122. 

Vũ Tiên [sic] – p.129. 

Vũ Văn Cường – f.81. 

Vũ Văn Mưới – p.145. 

Vũng Tàu – p.8, pp.13-18, 21, 22, 23, 

32, 35, 47, 87, 95, 106, 110, 111, 112, 

114, 117. 

Vũng Tàu, attack – March 1966 – 

p.22. 

Vũng Tàu Special Action Unit – p.21, 

58. 

Weapons production – pp.32-33. 

Weather – f.183. 

White Swan – p.79, 114. 

X2 Campaign – p.117. 

X3 Campaign – p.117. 

Xà Bang – p.10, 61, 71, 90, 129, 132, 

f.42, 112, 149, 190. 

Xa Cá Tree Base – p.94.  

Xuân Hòa – p.116. 

Xuân Lộc – p.3, 8, 10, 14-17, 35, 37, 44, 

50, 87, 88, 89, 95, 106, 110, 117, 139, 

f.279 
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